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 Minutes of the Town of Riverhead Board meeting held by the Town Board of the Town of 
Riverhead at Town Hall, Howell Avenue, Riverhead, New York on Tuesday, January 3, 2018 at 
2:00 p.m. 
 
 PRESENT 
  Laura Jens Smith    Supervisor 
  James Wooten     Councilman 
  Jodi Giglio     Councilwoman 

Timothy Hubbard    Councilman 
Catherine Kent    Councilwoman 

         
 ALSO PRESENT: 

Diane Wilhelm       Town Clerk 
Robert Kozakiewicz    Town Attorney 

        
The meeting was officially opened at 2:00 p.m. with an invocation by Pastor David Cook 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Councilman Wooten made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 19, 2017 

Town Board meeting.  Motion was seconded by Councilwoman Giglio and carried. 
 
Councilwoman Giglio, Councilman Hubbard and Councilman Wooten thanked 

Councilman Dunleavy for his twelve years of service as a councilmember on the Town of 
Riverhead’s town board each siting Councilman Dunleavy’s hard work and dedication to the town.  
Councilman Dunleavy thanked them and the town residents for voting for him and giving him the 
opportunity to serve the town.   

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 
• Wading River Civic Association – Letter urging the Town Board to vote against scheduling 

a Qualified and Eligible hearing for Calverton Aviation & Technology LLC 
 

REPORTS 
 

• Tax Receiver – Total taxes collected to date as of December 27, 2017 - $11,356,577.05 
• Building Department December 2017 monthly report - $39,201.75 
• Town of Riverhead 2016 Financial Statements 
• Riverhead Industrial Development Corporation/Riverhead Economic Job Development 

Corporation 2018 budgets 
 

COMMENTS ON RESOLUTIONS 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith:  “So at this point before we move into resolutions I just ask if there 
is anybody from the public who would like to come up and address the Board on any of the items 
in the resolutions. Please make your way up there now.” 
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Angela DeVito:  “Good afternoon and welcome to the new year. Angela DeVito, South 
Jamesport; Resolution 17, a Stipend for the Town Engineer. Can you explain what that stipend is 
for and the amount?” 

 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “It’s for stop waste cleanup.” 
 
Angela DeVito:  “That’s in addition to salary then, the time that he serves for that?” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “Correct.” 
 
Councilwoman Giglio:  “Some Saturdays, it’s two days a year for eight hours a day and 

then he also coordinates all of the waste and all of the material that’s taken away from the 
(inaudible) and does the reporting and signs the documents that are submitted to the DEC. ‘ 

 
Angela DeVito:  “But as a management, confidential employee those are not duties that are 

considered part of his job?” 
 
Councilman Wooten:  “No, he took those jobs over with the retirement of John (inaudible) 

so he took over that responsibility.” 
 
Angela DeVito:  “They got added actually to his job assignment. I guess I question why 

there should be an additional payment for it if it was added to his job.” 
 
 Supervisor Jens Smith:  “I think they actually even added an extra day last year to it.” 
 
Councilman Wooten:  “Added a third day.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “Yeah and they still kept the same stipend with that.” 
 
Councilman Wooten:  “It was a way of cutting down on the whole Sanitation Department. 

Saves a lot of money.” 
 
Angela DeVito:  “It’s a bad precedent also.  Resolution 33. Does this mean that (inaudible0 

for the town meetings are transcribed or is that something? I know the minutes get put up on the 
Town Clerk’s site.”  

 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “I believe the transcription for the minutes we have somebody I 

guess on the December 17th meeting they had somebody but they felt they wanted to add a backup 
to that in case that person wasn’t available. So that’s the addition of somebody.” 

 
Angela DeVito:  “Ok, thank you.” 
 
(Inaudible)  
 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “Is there anybody else who wants to get up and speak on the 

resolutions? Seeing nobody we’ll move to the resolutions.” 
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RESOLUTIONS 

 
Resolution #1 
 
 Councilman Hubbard:   “Sets Salaries of Elected Officials for the year 2018, so 
moved.” 
 
 Councilwoman Kent:  “Seconded.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Seconded, vote please.” 
 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes:  Wooten, yes; Jen Smith, yes.  Resolution 
adopted.” 
 
Resolution #2 
 

Councilwoman Kent:   “Sets Salaries of Various Boards for the Year 2018, so 
moved.” 

 
 Councilman Wooten:  “I’ll second.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. Resolution 
adopted.” 
 
Resolution #3 
 

Councilman Wooten:    “Sets Salaries of General Town Employees for the Year 
2018, so moved as amended.” 

 
Councilwoman Giglio: “I’ll second as amended.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded as amended.  Vote please.” 
 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio.” 
 

Councilwoman Giglio:  “I’m going to vote no because I voted no for the CSEA, for 
department heads tying their raises to the CSEA raises. I didn’t think they were a collective 
bargaining unit and should not be acting as such and tying themselves to a union contract. So, there 
are about, I think it’s almost fifty thousand dollars in raises in here for department heads that I 
don’t think that it should be negotiated that way.  I voted no for the resolution and I’m voting no 
for the raises again this year.” 

 
Vote Continued:  “Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. Resolution adopted.” 
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Resolution #4 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio:   “Sets Salaries of Highway Department for the Year 2018, so 
moved.” 
 
 Councilman Hubbard:  “Seconded.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #5 
 

Councilman Hubbard:   “Sets Salaries of Police Officers for the Year 2018, so 
moved.”   
 

Councilwoman Kent:  “Seconded.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #6 
 

Councilwoman Kent:   “Sets Salaries of Sewer/Scavenger Waste District for the 
Year 2018, so moved.” 

 
 Councilman Wooten:  “I’ll second.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, no, for the same reason as stated before; 
Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #7 
 

Councilman Wooten:    “Sets Salaries of the Street Lighting District for the Year 
2018, so moved.” 

 
Councilwoman Giglio: “Second.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded.  Vote please.” 
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 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. Resolution 
adopted.” 
Resolution #8 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio:   “Sets Salaries of Water District Employees for the Year 
2018, so moved.” 
 
 Councilman Hubbard:  “Seconded.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 
Diane Wilhelm:  “I just want to make sure you all got the revised resolution.  There was a 

slight error on one of them. Did you get the revised resolution?” 
 
Councilman Hubbard: “I’m on the revised one.” 
 
(Inaudible) 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #9 
 

Councilman Hubbard:  “General Fund – Public Information Budget Adjustment, so 
moved.”   
 

Councilwoman Kent  “Seconded.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 

 
Resolution #10 
 

Councilwoman Kent:   “Resolution Amending the Chart of Accounts, so moved.” 
 

 Councilman Wooten:  “I’ll second.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio.” 
 

Councilwoman Giglio:  “This is the new computer software program that we have for the 
accounting department. So, it’s just basically an index of what the old number were for each budget 
line to what the new number lines are, yes.” 
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Vote continued:  “Wooten, yes; Jens Smith.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “Yes and just so anybody who is a budget (inaudible), we’ll keep 

both budgets up on the town website, so you can refer back and forth to them just for the first year. 
So, it will be easier with both sets; two budgets, one will be the revised. We’ll have the new 
numbers and the other one will have the old numbers, so you can glance at the two of them 
together.” 

 
Diane Wilhelm:  “Resolution #10 is adopted.” 

 
Resolution #11 
 

Councilman Wooten:    “Authorizes the Acceptance of Funding from PSEG in 
Conjunction with the Riverhead Business Improvement District Management Association 
(BIDMA) for Main Street Revitalization, so moved.” 

 
Councilwoman Giglio: “Second.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio.” 
 

Councilwoman Giglio: “This is a fifteen thousand dollar match from the Business 
Improvement Management Association. I asked at the work session that they would submit a 
revised budget including the fifteen thousand dollar expenditure so based on the Deputy Supervisor 
saying that it’s been confirmed then I’ll vote yes.” 

 
Vote Continued:  “Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. Resolution adopted.” 
 

Resolution #12 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio:   “Authorizes an Application on Behalf of the North Fork 
Animal Welfare League for Funding from New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets 
from the New York State Companion Animal Capital Fund for Construction of a New Animal 
Shelter, so moved.” 
 
 Councilman Hubbard:  “Seconded.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes;   Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #13 
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Councilman Hubbard:  “Approves Highway Superintendent Expenditures, so 
moved.”   
 

Councilwoman Kent:  “Seconded.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes;   Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #14 
 

Councilwoman Kent:   “Ratifies and Accepts the Postponement of a Retirement 
(Sgt. Brian Gleason), so moved.” 

 
 Councilman Wooten:  “I’ll second.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. 
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #15 
 

Councilman Wooten:    “Adopts 2018 Living Wage, so moved.” 
 
Councilwoman Giglio: “Second.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded.  Vote please.” 
 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. 
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #16 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio:   “Maintains Policy of Nondiscrimination, so moved.” 
 
 Councilman Hubbard:  “Seconded.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes;   Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #17 
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Councilman Hubbard:   “Authorizes Stipend with Town Engineer (Drew 
Dillingham), so moved.”   
 

Councilwoman Kent  “Seconded.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 

 
Resolution #18 
 

Councilwoman Kent:   “Appoints Executive Assistant to the Supervisor (John 
Marafino), so moved.” 

 
 Councilman Wooten:  “Second.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. 
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #19 
 
 Councilman Wooten:   “Setting Terms and Conditions of Employment for John 
Marafino, Executive Assistant to the Supervisor, so moved.” 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio: “Second.” 

 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 

 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio.” 
 

Councilwoman Giglio: “I’m going to vote no because they’re only required to pay 
fifteen percent of their health benefits where others appointed in the health office and then also in 
the Supervisor’s office were required to pay twenty-five percent so I’m going to vote no.” 

 
Vote Continued:  “Wooten, yes; Jens Smith.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “I’m voting yes and I have to say that in previous, those that 

were slotted to pay twenty-five percent did not take insurance and those that were slotted to pay 
nothing did take the insurance.” 

 
Councilwoman Giglio: “Well, Carissa Willis did pay twenty-five percent when she 

was our Town Board Coordinator and it was in her contract for twenty-five percent if any of them 
did decide to take (inaudible).” 
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Supervisor Jens Smith: “Ok.” 
 
Diane Wilhelm:  “Resolution is adopted.”  

 
Resolution #20 
 

Councilwoman Giglio:   “Appoints a Secretary to the Town Supervisor’s Office 
(Patrick Derenze), so moved.”   
 

Councilman Hubbard:  “Seconded.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 

 
Resolution #21 
 

Councilman Hubbard:   “Setting Terms and Conditions of Employment for Patrick 
Derenze, Secretary to the Supervisor, so moved.”   
 

Councilwoman Kent:  “Seconded.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes;   Giglio, no for the same reason stated in the last 
resolution; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #22 
 

Councilwoman Kent:   “Appoints a Part-time Legislative Secretary (Cynthia 
Clifford), so moved.” 

 
 Councilman Wooten:  “I’ll second.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, absolutely; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. 
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #23 
 

Councilman Wooten:    “Reappoints Town Historian (Georgette Case), so moved.” 
 
Councilwoman Giglio: “Second.” 
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 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded.  Vote please.” 
 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. 
Resolution adopted.” 
 
 
Resolution #24 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio:   “Sets the Fees for Usage of Recreation and Other Town 
Facilities, so moved.” 
 
 Councilman Hubbard:  “Seconded.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #25 
 

Councilman Hubbard:  “Annual Review and Adoption of Procurement Policy, so 
moved.”   
 

Councilwoman Kent  “Seconded.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes;   Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “Yes and this is part of an annual meeting that has to be 

updated every year.  There’s been no changes to the Procurement Policy, but it’s updated 
annually.” 

 
Diane Wilhelm:  “Resolution adopted.” 
 

Resolution #26 
 

Councilwoman Kent:   “Appoints Official Online Publication, so moved.” 
 

 Councilman Wooten:  “I’ll second.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 
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Resolution #27 
 

Councilman Wooten:    “Appoints Bond Counsel, so moved.” 
 
Councilwoman Giglio: “Second.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. 
Resolution adopted.” 

 
Resolution #28 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio:   “Sets Towing and Storage Fees, so moved.” 
 
 Councilman Hubbard:  “Seconded.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #29 
 

Councilman Hubbard:   “Adopts Amendment to Investment Policy for the Town of 
Riverhead, so moved.”   
 

Councilwoman Kent:  “Seconded.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #30 
 

Councilwoman Kent:   “Appoints an Official Newspaper, so moved.” 
 

 Councilman Wooten:  “And seconded.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. 
Resolution adopted.” 
 



01.03.2018  12 
 

Resolution #31 
 

Councilman Wooten:    “Approves the Chapter 255 Application of Event Power 
(“Riverhead Rocks Run” – March 24, 2018, so moved.” 

 
Councilwoman Giglio: “Second.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded.  Vote please.” 
 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. Resolution 
adopted.” 
 
Resolution #32 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio:   “Rescinds Resolution #897 – 2017, so moved.” 
 
 Councilman Hubbard:  “Seconded.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 
 
Resolution #33 
 

Councilman Hubbard:   “Authorizes the Supervisor to Execute an Agreement with 
Flynn Stenography and Transcription Services for Transcription of Town Meetings, so moved.”   
 

Councilwoman Kent:  “Seconded.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes.  
Resolution adopted.” 

 
Resolution #34 
 

Councilwoman Kent:   “Extends Bid for Electric Motor Repair/Replacement 
Including Emergency Repair for the Riverhead Water District, so moved.” 

 
 Councilman Wooten:  “Second.” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, yes. 
Resolution adopted.” 
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Resolution #35 
 
 Councilman Wooten:   “Pays Bills, so moved.” 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio: “Second.” 

 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 

 
 The Vote: “Kent, yes; Hubbard, yes; Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith., yes.  
Resolution is adopted.”  
 
 Councilwoman Giglio: “We have resolutions to take off the floor and this is to 
reappoint the Town Attorney Robert Kozakiewicz. This was in the packet but it was pulled from 
the packet, so I am just wanting it back in the packet.” 
 
 Councilman Wooten:  “And I also have one too.” 
 
 Supervisor Jens Smith:  “You also have one to take off the floor. Let’s take one at a time. 
A first and second to take this off the floor.” 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio:   “I make a motion we take Resolution #36 off the floor to 
reappoint the Town Attorney, Robert Kozakiewicz, so moved.” 
 

Councilman Hubbard:  “Second.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “A first and second to take this resolution off the floor. 

Moved and seconded. Vote please.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent.” 
 

Councilwoman Kent:  “I’m going to vote no on this. Certainly nothing personal but 
Laura had asked the rest of the Board for thirty days to take this position under consideration so in 
the spirit of cooperation I’m asking everyone to give Laura that thirty days that she requested.” 

 
Vote Continued:  “Hubbard, yes;   Giglio, yes to take it off the floor; Wooten, 

yes to take it off the floor; Jens Smith, no to take it off the floor.  Resolution 36 is taken off the 
floor.” 

 
Resolution #36 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio:   “I make a motion we call Resolution 36 to Reappointment 
Town Attorney Robert Kozakiewicz, so moved.” 
 
 Councilman Hubbard:  “Seconded.” 
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Supervisor Jens Smith: “I have a first and second. Is there any discussion on this? I 
think I have to reiterate what Catherine is saying. We met with the Board the other day. I did speak 
to them to ask for Mr. Kozakiewicz to give us thirty to sixty days to determine the position. To get 
to know each other. There was an incident that happened in the fall with Mr. Kozakiewicz and I 
think that it would have been in the spirit of cooperation to allow me those thirty to sixty days 
before this reappointment but I see that you wanted to take it off the floor, so we can call for a vote 
on it now. Unless anybody else would like to speak.” 

 
Councilwoman Giglio: “I’ll speak when I vote.”  
 

 The Vote: “Kent.” 
 

Councilwoman Kent:  “I’m voting no for my stated reasons.” 
 
Vote Continued:  “Hubbard.” 
 
Councilman Hubbard:  “Yes. Thirty to sixty days to me wouldn’t make a difference. 

This gentleman has been the Town Attorney for a number of years. In my eyes, I’ve been here two 
years working with him. I’ve known him since I was a teenager and I’m extremely happy with the 
work that he does for the town in his position, so my vote is yes.” 

 
Vote Continued:  “Giglio.” 
 
Councilwoman Giglio: “And I would like to say the same thing.  That I’ve been 

working with Bob for the last eight years.  There’s a lot of litigation and there’s a lot of matters 
that are out there right now that Bob has been very attentive to. I feel that in executive session 
there were accusations that were made about Bob’s performance that don’t necessarily pertain to 
Bob and I feel it was kind of like a witch hunt to go after him and for those reasons I am voting 
yes.” 

 
Vote continued:  “Wooten.” 
 
Councilman Wooten:  “(Inaudible) because I wasn’t privy to that conversation 

(inaudible). If I had been I would certainly have rallied to support this resolution, so I vote yes.” 
 
Vote Continued:  “Jens Smith.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “I’d just like to comment first off those conversations in 

executive session are (inaudible) conversations.” 
 
Councilman Wooten:  (Inaudible) 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “No, it was in executive session.” 
 
(Inaudible) 
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Councilman Wooten:  “I stand corrected.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “So once again I would just like to say I would have 

appreciated it as the new Supervisor coming in I requested as I said one month to two months 
before this reappointment was made so I am voting no on this resolution.” 

 
Diane Wilhelm:  “Resolution is adopted.” 
 
(Inaudible) 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “We haven’t seen these at all. They weren’t brought up in 

work session.” 
 
(Inaudible) 
 
Councilman Wooten:   “There are two resolutions I would like to take off the floor. 

One reappoints member, Chairman and Vice Chairman to the Zoning Board of Appeals and the 
other reappoints member, Chairman and Vice Chairman to the Town of Riverhead Planning Board. 
One is in reference to Otto Wittmeier, the Zoning Board and 38 is in reference to Edward Densieski 
on the Planning Board. So, I would like to move these resolutions be taken off the floor, so moved.” 

 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “Can you take them both together or do you have to take 

them off individually?” 
 
Councilman Wooten:  “You can take them both together.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “Ok. 
 
Councilman Hubbard:  “I second it.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded to take off the floor.” 
 

 The Vote: “Kent.” 
 

Councilwoman Kent:  “I vote no, this wasn’t brought up to us prior to this 
moment.” 

 
Vote Continued:  “Hubbard, yes;   Giglio, yes; Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, no. Resolutions 

37 and 38 are both taken off the floor.” 
 
Resolution #37 
 
 Councilman Wooten:   “I would like to move Resolution #37 that Reappoints 
Member, Chairman and Vice Chairman to the Town of Riverhead Zoning Board of Appeals, so 
moved.” 
 
 (Inaudible) 



01.03.2018  16 
 

 
 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Bob, how does that work?” 
 
 Robert Kozakiewicz:  “Already in a vote.” 
 
 Supervisor Jens Smith: “No, we haven’t, there’s been no second to take the 
resolutions, we’ve taken them off the floor so now they are currently off the floor but they’re not 
in a vote yet. The second has not happened to take them.” 
 
 Councilman Wooten:  “I just moved them” 
 
 Councilwoman Giglio: “I don’t have any objections hearing from the public.” 
 

Councilman Hubbard:  “Absolutely.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Ok, at this point we will allow any discussion from the 
audience.” 
 
 (Inaudible)  
 
 Councilman Wooten:  “Don’t you need a second for discussion?” 
 

Supervisor Jens Smith: “No because the audience will address the resolutions before 
we vote on them.” 

 
Councilwoman Giglio: “It’s ok Jim. You took it off the floor.” 
 
(Inaudible) 

 
 John Dunleavy: “As a citizen of the Town of Riverhead I want to congratulate our new 
Supervisor and Councilwoman and our re-election of our other Councilwoman, Jodi.  

We have twenty-five percent of our population are senior citizens in the Town of 
Riverhead. I could not convince the old Supervisor to put an assisted living in Riverhead. He 
wanted to put one in the Town of Southampton and it was not proper.” 

 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “John, can we just wait for general comment.” 
 
Angela DeVito:  “Angela DeVito, South Jamesport and I would like to speak on Resolution 

38. On having attended the work session on Tuesday, the second of January, these resolutions as 
you went through the packet, I don’t remember them being there and I think there was a very 
healthy and sincere discussion of the appointments to all committees and what I see this afternoon 
is a shameful show of partisan politics to push in candidates before anyone else in the town has an 
opportunity to say they’re interested in perhaps participating on these committees. It’s a huge 
turnaround from Tuesday.  I don’t know what happened but all I can say is that it really is very, 
very saddening to see this happen here. I’m not saying that Mr. Wittmeier is not a good candidate 



01.03.2018  17 
 

for the ZBA and Mr. Densieski is not a good candidate for the Planning Board but to achieve it 
this way, I think is shameful, shame on all three of you.” 

 
Greg Fischer:  “Greg Fischer, Town of Riverhead, Calverton. I really would feel more at 

ease if the matters put before the Board without notice were rescinded and public comment was 
allowed including the nomination or reappointment of the Town Attorney. Certainly, if the Town 
Attorney was going to continue he could be of counsel for any period of time. If there was another 
town attorney appointed, he could be of counsel later so the argument that he’s the one only with 
knowledge is not really accurate here. The town employs a lot of outside counsel and so the 
relationship between the Town Attorney and other counsel is commonplace. That’s not to say 
anything against Mr. Kozakiewicz, we’ve been in court together on several things. So, it’s just to 
say that we have a problem with the procedure as well. I agree with Ms. DeVito that every matter 
put up on short notice, unpublished, needs to have the opportunity for public input and for the 
suggestion of other possible citizens as members of those (inaudible). So, I’m kind of just speaking 
against any rush to vote or judgement upon any appointment whatsoever, thank you.” 

 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “Thank you.” 
 
John McAuliff:  John McAuliff, Riverhead. My presumption of emotion taken from the 

floor is that it’s either of minor significance and uncontroversial or did it represent some kind of 
an emergency. Both of these motions clearly have to do with the political maneuver to retain from 
the old era a town attorney and now to put in place other people who may or may not, I have no 
idea of their specific qualifications, but the rush to judgement is distressing. It’s particularly 
distressing if one was at the inauguration in which a spirit of collaboration, a spirit of 
nonpartisanship was emphasized. But, instead what we’re seeing this afternoon is the same old, 
same old, same old, and I think in doing so, in moving ahead with all three of these resolutions, 
the Republicans on the Board are essentially creating a model, a pattern which is going to haunt 
you for the next two years of service together and if it is possible to undue what you did on the 
attorney, you should do it and certainly you should not go forward with these other things until 
there is an adequate period of discussion and response from the public and discussion among 
yourselves about whether there are others as qualified or better qualified and should also be 
considered.” 

 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “Thank you.” 
 
Irene Pendzick:  “Irene Pendzick; I agree with the former speaker.  Also, it is a matter of 

courtesy in elections that when a new administration comes in they have the opportunity to choose 
the people they work with. That doesn’t mean they won’t work with the people who are already in 
the job, but it gives them that opportunity. The majority of this Board is not giving the new 
Supervisor or the new Councilwoman that opportunity.  I’m disappointed in you, I thought better 
of you.” 

 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “Thank you.” 
 



01.03.2018  18 
 

Councilman Wooten: “Ok, there was a motion on the floor. It just needs a second on 
resolution #37 to reappoint member, Chair, Vice Chair to the Town of Riverhead Zoning Board of 
Appeals. I moved it.” 

 
Someone:  (Inaudible) “It’s not clear to me what the resolution says.” 
 
Councilman Wooten:  “This resolution, I’ll read it again and I’ll be a little more clearer. 

Reappoints Member.” 
 
Someone: “Who is that though?” 
 
Councilman Wooten:  “Otto Wittmeier.” 
 
Someone:  “Ok.” 
 
Councilman Wooten:  “Chair and a Vice Chairman to the Town of Riverhead Zoning Board 

of Appeals.” 
 
Someone:  “Fred McLaughlin.” 
 
Councilman Wooten:  “Fred McLaughlin, he serves as Chairman.  I don’t know why.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “There’s two, there’s a board seat on the Planning Board and 

there’s a board seat on the Zoning Board.  They serve for a period of time and at the end of that 
period of time they need to be reappointed. There was, what we spoke about at the work session, 
was opening those up to the community to apply for the position to which they would then be 
interviewed and then it would be decided on who would be appointed to the position. What the 
resolution is asking is to negate that process and to have the two people that are sitting there who’s 
appointments are up automatically be reappointed without opening it back open to the public for 
those parties who may be interesting in the community to participate.” 

 
Someone:  “That’s Mr. Wittmeier and Mr.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “Mr. Densieski, yes.” 
 
Someone:  “But neither of them (inaudible)?” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “No.” 
 
(Inaudible) 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “Because it says reappoint member, Chairman and Vice Chairman.  

It should just be reappoint a member.” 
 
Councilwoman Giglio:  “But I think you have to reappoint the Chairman every year.” 
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Councilman Wooten:  “Yes.” 
 
Councilwoman Giglio:  “You have to reappointment the Chairman and Vice Chairman 

every year on all the boards.” 
(Inaudible) 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “Yes it is because on the Zoning Board Otto Wittmeier is currently 

on the Zoning Board of Appeals as a member and then acting as the Vice Chair. So, what they’re 
looking to do is not only continue his service on there by reappointing him but at the same time 
reappoint him as Vice Chair and the same holds true for Ed Densieski. So, what they’re trying to 
do is reappoint Ed Densieski without opening it to the public to be able to participate in the process 
and in doing that they are also trying to reappoint Stan Carey and Ed Densieski back to the position 
of Chair and Vice Chair.” 

 
Someone:  “Thank you.” 
 
Councilwoman Giglio:  “Ok, did we second it? Did anybody second it?” 
 
Councilman Wooten: “I moved it.” 
 
Councilwoman Giglio: “I’ll second it for Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Zoning 

Board, 37 yes.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “So we’re doing them individually. You asked for #37.” 
 
Councilman Wooten: “It’s been moved and seconded.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded.”  
 
The Vote: “Kent.” 

 
Councilwoman Kent:  “I’m going to vote no and this has absolutely nothing to do with 

these two gentlemen who I know well and I like and it’s very possible that they would have both 
been reappointed however we did have discussions and request that the openings on committees 
be advertised and the reason we did that is because we were committed to having more open and 
transparent government. I have to say I’m disappointed, I’m very disappointed with this happening 
at our first meeting but I’m going to remain hopeful that his does not set the tone for the way things 
will go here moving forward because in my mind and as a resident of Riverhead this is a very 
partisan move and I’m disappointed because we all pledged that we would work together and as I 
said this is not against these guys, but I think Riverhead deserves better.  We wanted to open this 
up and advertise and give people an opportunity to be on these committees so once again, I vote 
no. 

 
Vote Continued:  “Hubbard.” 
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Councilman Hubbard:  “Yes and I’m voting for the people and the job that they do and not 
because of politics. I just want to make that clear.” 

 
Vote Continued:  “Giglio.” 
 
Councilwoman Giglio:  “And I will let it be known that when the Supervisor- elect came 

to me and said that she wanted to open these positions up for interviews I told her that I was very 
pleased with the work that Otto and Ed had done and that I was going to support Otto and Ed.  She 
told me I couldn’t do that.  I said I can and I will and it has nothing to do with party politics. We 
have several committees that we’re looking for appointments on that people are welcome to but in 
my mind these people think like I do, Otto and Ed and I’m going to appoint people to boards that 
make decisions that affect the town the way I think. So, I’m voting yes for Otto and Fred when 
that resolution comes up, they are like minded.” 

 
Vote continued:  “Wooten.” 
 
Councilman Wooten:  “Yes. The reason I brought this up was a couple of reasons.  I can 

understand the transparency or lack of or maybe not good government by just rubber stamping or 
reappointment, but I think to not reappoint them, you know, to me you can snicker all you want, 
it’s not about politics for me because if you remember the last time I had a challenge and I had a 
primary for my seat, (inaudible) so it’s not like I’m a (inaudible) Republican party, that’s not the 
way it is.  Otto Wittmeier and Edward Densieski to me, growing up here, having roots here, have 
been a part of this community for many generations just like you Irene and your family. I think 
they bring a lot to the table and they’ve proven. They’ve been doing the job and they know what 
they’re doing. I think yes, it would be nice to get a crew of fresh people who might want to serve 
but I think the end result is that we would reappoint them anyway then why put people through all 
of that. There are other positions for people to come to. So, out of respect to them and the job 
they’re doing, I’m going to vote yes.” 

 
Vote Continued:  “Jens Smith.” 
 
Supervisor Jens Smith:  “I think, you know, once again I think that good government is 

about transparency. I think it’s about giving anybody in the community the opportunity to 
participate especially on these important boards, on the Zoning Board and on the Planning Board. 
I think that Otto and Ed have been doing a good job there and I even spoke to Ed Densieski and 
said that we were going to be opening this up and would he be interested in interviewing and he 
said absolutely and he would have no problem doing that yet the council people up here seem to 
feel it’s not something that should be put out to the public so I have to vote no on that and I did 
not say Jodie that I would not have these people on the board. I think that they’re good. I think 
they would interview well and I think that the judgement could be made at that time when they 
interviewed and that’s the process of good government. I think that by doing this this way it’s 
stifling the community’s ability to participate and to be a part of it and I think that’s not a good 
way to run this town. I vote a resounding no.” 

 
Diane Wilhelm:  “Resolution 37 is adopted.” 
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Resolution #38 
 

Councilman Wooten:    “Resolution 38 is not unlike 37 except it reappoints Member, 
Chair and Vice Chair to the Town of Riverhead Planning Board. This is in reference to Edward 
Densieski, so moved.” 

 
Councilman Hubbard:  “Seconded.” 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith: “Moved and seconded.  Vote please.” 
 
 The Vote: “Kent.” 
 

Councilwoman Kent:  “Once again I vote no. This is not personal, I’m voting no 
for the stated reasons.” 

 
Vote Continued:  “Hubbard, yes; Giglio.” 
 
Councilwoman Giglio: “Yes, Ed’s engrained in the community.  He has experience 

on the Town Board and the Planning Board and I’m voting yes.” 
 
Vote Continued:  “Wooten, yes; Jens Smith, once again I vote no. Resolution 38 is 

adopted.” 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

 Supervisor Jens Smith:  “At this point I ask anybody from the audience that would like to 
come up and speak to the Board.” 
 
 John Dunleavy stated that twenty-five percent of the population of Riverhead are senior 
citizens and Riverhead does not have an assisted living facility for seniors. He continued by saying 
that Riverhead is the only town in Suffolk County that does not have an assisted living facility. He 
asked Supervisor Jens Smith to consider putting an assisted living facility in the town.  
 

Greg Fischer came forward to ask the Board to consider at a future work session a policy 
adopted by George Latimer, County Executive of Westchester County that does not allow any 
elected official to have their likeness or names on anything except for the central government 
property. By adopting this type of policy, it will eliminate wasting taxpayer’s money putting up 
new signs every time someone is elected to office. Supervisor Jens Smith said she has no intention 
of placing signs etc. around the town with her name on them. 

 
 Rex Farr who is the Coordinator for the Coalition Against Housing at EPCAL began by 
saying he was disappointed on the vote of Resolutions 37 and 38 and said there is no more time 
for party politics in the Town. His main concern however is the deal at EPCAL. He continued by 
saying the Coalition has focused on no housing at EPCAL adding that there have been so many 
new partners and players in the deal that it has become very confusing. He said he hopes that as a 
community they would be allowed to participate in the Q&E that will be taking place within the 



01.03.2018  22 
 

next few weeks. He stressed again that “we’re out of time and let’s start making some smart 
decisions.” Supervisor Jens Smith said as part keeping the residents informed a copy of the contract 
has been put on the town web site.  
 
 Phil Barbato came forward stating he is representing the Riverhead Neighborhood 
Preservation Coalition and as a member of the Coalition Against EPCAL Housing, he feels the 
RNPC must strongly object to the current agreement between the town and Calverton Aviation 
and Technology.  He continued by saying the previous Town Board deliberated behind closed 
doors on the intended deal to sell most of the remaining EPCAL acreage to several different 
corporate entities owned by Luminati. All of this occurred without any public viewing of the 
proposed agreement. Now that the agreement has been made public for the first time the Coalition 
said the agreement is invalid and must be revised before any further action including any hearings 
on the qualifications and eligibility of the purchaser can be taken by the Town Board. 
 In a letter written to the Town Board Mr. Barbato gave a summary of several problems the 
proposed agreement had. He finished by saying he hoped the Town Board would reject the rush to 
proceed with the Q&E Hearing and would seriously address the flaws in the current agreement. 
 
 Linda Nemeth wanted to know how many acres were being offered to Luminati and of 
those acres are they planning on using.  Supervisor Jens Smith said one thousand six hundred 
seventy are being offered and at the Q&E they will find out how many acres Luminati planned on 
using. Ms. Nemeth also wanted to know what would happen to the acreage that was not going to 
be used. Supervisor Jens Smith said these are all questions that need to be answered to the 
satisfaction of the Board at the Q&E.  Ms. Nemeth also wanted to know what the actual price per 
acre the property was being sold for. The Supervisor answered that she did not have the actual 
breakdown, but Ms. Nemeth asked if it was around seventeen thousand dollars an acre to which 
Supervisor Jens Smith said was possible. 
  
 Linda Prizer from Jamesport and also a member of the Northville Beach Civic Association 
said she has several serious questions regarding the contract with Luminati. Councilwoman Giglio 
said everything having to do with the intended building plan will be discussed at the Q&E and 
what is said on record they will be held to. Councilwoman Kent added that she is pleased that the 
residents are taking advantage of what was posted on the town website and hoped that they will be 
at the Q&E on the 17th with questions. 

 
Taquey Turchin from Riverhead spoke about the recordings of the town meetings.  She 

continued by saying she and several others are interested in seeing the meetings posted in its 
entirety on Channel 22. She also said she would like to see Channel 22 being used more for all the 
different types of town meetings that are available to the residents. 

 
John McAuliff, Secretary for the Coalition Against Housing at EPCAL also spoke about 

the contract that was recently posted on the town’s website. Like the other speakers tonight he 
questioned several items in the contract. Supervisor Jens Smith said the Board welcomes questions 
from the residents the night of the Q&E or questions can be sent to the Board through the website.  

 
Eric Biegler from Reeves Park and Vice President of the Sound Park Heights Civic 

Association told the Board that the Association is offering their help with anything the Board may 
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need now or in the future.  He then spoke on Resolution 37 and 38 stating that the Zoning Board 
and the Planning Board are in his opinion one of the most powerful organizations the town has. 
He continued by saying those boards influence the town more than anything else in the town and 
blindly appointing people to those boards does not give the Board the opportunity to see the talent 
of other town residents. He finished by saying he hoped at the next opportunity the Board will 
open up those positions to other town residents. 

 
Barbara Blass from Jamesport said she also has a lot of questions and comments on the 

proposed agreement.  As several of her questions were discussed already this afternoon she will 
be discussing Section 9 of the pending contract which is the Subdivision Approval Contingency 
Clause. She feels there are some very serious issues in this clause and urged the Board to proceed 
cautiously in the future. 

 
Irene Pendzick asked the Board if Luminati buys the EPCAL property and states that they 

would not put housing on the property what’s to stop Luminati from selling the property and that 
agreement doesn’t apply to the new owner.    Councilman Hubbard replied that was the reason 
why the Board wants to go further into the zoning and while they have the ability to do so, and 
remove it forever. Councilwoman Giglio then stated that a covenant would be on the land and 
would run with the land so if they were to sell the property to somebody else the covenant that 
states no housing could exist on the property. 

 
Vic Prusinowski represents one of the businesses with property in the town who declined 

partnering up with Luminati. He urged the Town Board to be very, very, very diligent in exploring 
the arrangement of the financial backer who has the money and Luminati.   

 
Theodora Cohen, a resident of Riverhead spoke about the opioid crises in Riverhead. She 

asked that Riverhead and the Town Board become active in helping the fight against opioid 
addiction. 

 
Angela DeVito was the final speaker this evening.  She wanted to know if Luminati would 

receive the questions prior to the Q&E or the evening of the Q&E. Councilman Hubbard responded 
by saying the questions will be given at the Q&E not before. Supervisor Jens Smith said Luminati 
will come in and give a presentation after which the public will come up ask their questions with 
Luminati then returning to answer the questions that were asked followed by questions from the 
Board. She said anyone wanting to speak will give their name and will be given time cards to 
speak.  If necessary, this will be carried over to another day if everyone does not get a chance to 
speak.  
 
  Supervisor Jens Smith:  “Ok, seeing no one else wanting to speak I have a couple of things.  
We will keep everyone posted on our website if we have any closings or cancellations. On garbage 
collection on Thursday, collection will begin one hour earlier. We are also urging anyone with cars 
on the road starting this evening if you will remove your cars from the road and put them in your 
driveway so that the plows can go through because it makes the job much, much harder when there 
are vehicles in the road to clear them appropriately.  Also, if anyone is out there and you see 
someone without shelter that needs assistance, you can call the Riverhead Police Department. 
They’re available at 631-727-4500. Also, the Traffic and Safety Committee has cancelled its 
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meeting tomorrow morning at 8:30. So we will continue to follow the storm and keep you updated 
on our website for any further closings.” 
 
 Councilman Wooten: “I make a motion we close this afternoon’s meeting.” 
 
 Supervisor Jens Smith:  “All those in favor of closing?” 
 
 Councilmembers: “Aye, aye, aye, aye.” 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 


