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Minutes of a Special M e e t m q of the Town Board of the Town 
of Riverhead, held in the Town Hall, Riverhead, New York, on Friday, 
December 4, 1981 at 3:00 P.M. 

Present: Joseph F. Janoski, Supervisor 
F r a n c i s E . M e n e n d e z , C o u n c i l m a n 
A n t o n e J . R e q u l a , C o u n c i l m a n 
V i c t o r P r u s i n o w s k i , C o u n c i l m a n 

A b s e n t : J o h n L o m b a r d i , C o u n c i l m a n 

S u p e r v i s o r J a n o s k i c a l l e d t h e m e e t i n g t o o r d e r 3 : 0 0 P . M . 

Supervisor Janoski: "On Tuesday of this week, I was presented 
with a letter

-

signed by Councilman Menendez and Regula, asking that 
a Special Meeting of the Town Board be convened for the purpose of 
fillinq the vacancy created by the passing of Walter Flanagan, tne 
vacancy of course as Tax Receiver. Before I move on to that subject, 
I would like to make some comments and observations. 

First of all, to review the situation as it stands. As most oi 
you know, Walter passed away on Sunday. Monday, upon reaching Town 
Hall, 1, Councilman Prusinowski and Councilman Lombardi were involved 
in taking assurances that the office of Tax Receiver was in fact 
functioning as it should be. Certain questions were asked of us and 
we qave authority for certain actions to be taken. I am informed tnat 
the Deputy Town Clerk, I'm sorry, that the Deputy Tax Receiver, is 
indeed bonded in the amount of $250,000.00, at the present time. 
Section 35 of municipal law clearly indicates that according to Town 
Law, a vacancy in that office would mean that the Deputy Receiver of 
Taxes assumes the powers and duties of Tax Receiver. The office is 
functioning as it should. The warrant has been r e c e i v e d , which is a 
clear indication that there are no problems and the tax bills will 
be going out on December 10th. That is what I am advised. 

Now, it is my opinion that the Councilmen and the Town Clerk, 
there was a genuine concern about the functioning of that office, 
should have aporoached the chief executive and the chief fiscal officer 
of the Town wh'ich is me, the Supervisor. Instead, a secret meeting was 
begun on Monday morning , in which this little scheme was hatched. 
Certainly I have those two responsibilities as fiscal officer of the 
Town and as chief executive administrator officer of the Town. I was 
never approached about any concern of about the functioning of that 
office. I was not made aware of anything until 3:30, about 3:30 Tuesda 
afternoon, in which the letter was indeed handed to m e , requesting this 
meetinq. Clearly, in my opinion, the duly constituted government of 
this Town has been subverted. I am the Supervisor of this Town, I 
was elected by the people, I have recently been re-elected and unfor-
tunately there seems to be a feeling that I am not being allowed to 
play my role as the Supervisor. I have a duty and a responsibility to 
the people of this Town and I'm not being allowed or being made able to 
enter into a n y d i s c u s s i o n as to w h a t a r e t h e n e e d s of t h e s e p e o p l e . 
C e r t a i n l y , t h e d u t y o f t h e T o w n C l e r k is e x a c t l y t h a t , a T o w n C l e r k . 
W h y a r e m e e t i n q s b e i n g h e l d in the o f f i c e o f t h e T o w n C l e r k a n d n o t 
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Supervisor Janoski continues-
in the Supervisor's Office is beyond my comprehension, but that is 
what took place. Unfortunately, the Town Clerk, unfortunately, does 
not have a policy making authority, nor does she might have any vote 
to cast in the decision as to the fillinq of vacancies. It is 
unfortunate as I said that the, what should take Dlace has not taken 
place. I am denied through these actions the fulfilling and e x e r c i s i n ® 
of my duties and responsibilities to the people of the Town of 
Riverhead, They have been reputiated, these'two Councilmen in a r e c e n t 
election and the people have told them quite clearly that no, we do 
not want you to make decisions for us anymore. This is record and it 
is fact, but they keep on trying to do this thing that has been going 
on for the past two years and it is open for everyone to see and now 
I can only inscribe reasons to the actions. As I have said, the tax 
bills will go out on the tenth of December, but we all know there is 
a regularly scheduled meeting of the Town Board on the fifteenth. 
Whatever action they wanted to take could have taken place at that 
time. However, the veil of urgency would then be removed because if 
the tax bills are out the fifteenth, certainly, there is n o urgency. 
It removes their argument. They are trying to create the veil of 
acting in the best interest of the people of the people of the T o w n . 
This is not the c a s e . The tax bills will be goinq out, I know that the 
Deputy Receiver of Taxes is in the room, is there any question of her? 
Any questions of the members of the Town Board? They will certainly 
be available to you present and really that ends my statement and as 
regular Town Board m e e t i n g s , I will open up the meeting t o discussion 
or questions from the members present." 

Supervisor Janoski 

Councilman Regula: 

Supervisor Janoski 

Councilman Regula: "I feel I must make a statement at the 
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 "ill say that I'm quite nervous and 

I m not a speaker, so I have written my statement here and I would like 
to read it. 

I have not been given the opportunity by the media, as they 
have chosen to only interview the Supervisor and have given only his 
statements, and allegations, coverage. 
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Councilman Regula continues: 

Actually, the Supervisor should have called this meeting In 
another time, with a different Supervisor, I would not have telt the 
need to make a formal request for a meeting of the Town Hoard. There 
used to be a time in Riverhead when a man's word was his bond - it 
is unfortunate that this tradition of trust has not continued with thi 
administration. I 

I cannot sufficiently express by horror at the statements and 
insinuations made by the Supervisor since Tuesday. We made a request 
for a meeting - and it was turned into a political circus! Without i 
any regard for what pain might be caused to the family, the Supervisor 
went on the radio and made all kinds of insinuations and statements. ' 
I think the media acted irresponsibly and irreverently to permit this 
Is nothing sacred any more? I have made no statements what-so-ever 
the Supervisor has! ' 

Of course the staff of the tax office will continue the work, 
they ve already stated that the tax bills would be late, but they'll 
get done. But, to insinuate that Walter's work in the office won't 
be missed, that there is plenty of time, is an insult to Walter's 
dedication and time in the tax office. 

Frankly, the events of the last few days have made me sick. All 
my life I have tried to act honorably and sincerely. To be attacked 
personally like this is beyond belief. I have always done what I 
thought was right, and will continue to. To judge m e , or my intentions 
without giving any opportunity for rebuttal, is just not the American 
way! I still can t relieve what a simple request for a meeting has 
been turned into! And at this time Mr. Supervisor I would like to 
put a resolution on the floor " 

Supervisor Janoski: "The time has not yet come for resolutions, 
Mr. Regula. Mr. Menendez, do you wish to add anything?" 

Councilman Regula: "Well, if ah" 

Supervisor Janoski: "Mr. Regula, I am the chairman of this 
meeting and I will tell you when you can introduce a resolution." 

Councilman Menendez: "It seems to me that you have gone through 

a good deal ot trouLle and must have sat up all night writing this 
nonsense." 

Supervisor Janoski: "Actually, I did it about in two minutes 
about an hour ago." 

— ,
v
 Councilman Menendez: "Well, that figures, that figures, I don't, 

I think, I have nothing more to add. Mr. Regula has already said I 
think that covers the whole field." 

Supervisor Janoski: "Does anyone present have a copy of the 
letter which was delivered to me on Tuesday ?" 

Councilman Menendez: "Yeah, I have a copy of that letter." 

Supervisor Janoski: "Would you mind reading that into the record? 
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C o u n c i l m a n M e n e n d e z : " H e r e , read your own letter." 

S u p e r v i s o r J a n o s k i : D e c e m b e r 1 , 1981 
W e h e r e b y f o r m a l l y r e q u e s t that you call a S p e c i a l Board 

m e e e t i n g to be held on F r i d a y , D e c e m b e r 4 t h , 1981 at 3:00 P . M . 
at R i v e r h e a d T o w n H a l l . 

W e feel that b e c a u s e the tax b i l l s b e c a m e d u e and p a y a b l e a s of 
D e c e m b e r 1 s t , it is i m p e r a t i v e that the Town B o a r d a p p o i n t a Tax 
R e c e i v e r to fill the v a c a n c y c r e a t e d by the u n t i m e l y d e a t h of 
W a l t e r F l a n a g a n . 

C e r t a i n l y w h a t is b e i n g said h e r e that t h e r e w a s n o i n t e n t . 
M r s . Town C l e r k , w o u l d you m a k e c o p i e s of t h i s , p l e a s e ? " 

C o u n c i l m a n P r u s i n o w s k i : "Joe." 

S u p e r v i s o r J a n o s k i : "Just a m i n u t e , I'll b e r i g h t there." 

C o u n c i l m a n P r u s i n o w s k i : "Okay." 

S u p e r v i s o r J a n o s k i : "In M r . H e g u l a ' s s t a t e m e n t w h i c h i n d i c a t e s 
that w h a t was w o r r i e d h e r e a b o u t w a s the b o n d i n g , that c l e a r l y said 
that the i n t e n t i o n of this m e e t i n g and the t w o c o u n c i l m e n w a s to fill 
the v a c a n c y . I know w h a t I did on M o n d a y m o r n i n g . A s a m a t t e r of 
f a c t , I called the T o w n C l e r k to ask a b o u t the b o n d i n g . T h e T o w n C l e r k 
c a l l e d me back and said there w a s c o v e r a g e . " 

Irene J . P e n d z i c k : "I called you and told y o u . I w a n t to c o r r e c t 
that s t a t e m e n t M r . S u p e r v i s o r and m a k e you a w a r e t h a t b o n d i n g w a s 
n e c e s s a r y and you told me to call M r . M u l l e n , w h i c h I d i d . " 

S u p e r v i s o r J a n o s k i : "Mr. M u l l e n . c h e c k e d a n d y o u r e p o r t e d b a c k . " 

Irene J . P e n d z i c k : "I told you that h e , she had b l a n k e t b o n d i n g 
like the rest of the o f f i c i a l s . " 

S u p e r v i s o r J a n o s k i : " T h a t ' s $ 2 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 w h i c h is w h a t M r . F l a n a g a n 
had and as of r i g h t n o w , I am i n f o r m e d that it is in the a m o u n t o f a 
q u a r t e r of a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . N o w I can o n l y of c o u r s e b e l i e v e w h a t 
p e o p l e w h o work for the T o w n w h o I ask these q u e s t i o n s of tell m e . " 

C o u n c i l m a n R e g u l a : " M r . S u p e r v i s o r , if I m a y i n t e r j e c t . H e r e is 
s o m e t h i n g I r e c e i v e d a c o p y o f . T h i s is from the C o u n t y A t t o r n e y ' s 
O f f i c e , and to insure the p r o t e c t i o n for the T o w n , we s h o u l d h a v e . " 

S u p e r v i s o r J a n o s k i : "I h a v e a l r e a d y read that l e t t e r , M r . R e g u l a . " 

C o u n c i l m a n R e g u l a : "By the D e p u t y Tax R e c e i v e r c o v e r e d by a t 
least two b o n d s . " 

S u p e r v i s o r J a n o s k i : "Should be is the w o r d . " 

C o u n c i l m a n R e g u l a : "This should be d o n e by D e c e m b e r 1st and 
not later than five d a y s later." 



12/4/81 
8 9 6 . 

Supervisor Janoski: "That's right." 

C o u n c i l m a n Regula: "So that would put that t o m o r r o w , I t h i n k , \ 

C o u n c i l m a n P r u s i n o w s k i : "Joe." 

S u p e r v i s o r Janoski: "Yes." 

C o u n c i l m a n Regula: "Then I read in the N e w s - R e v i e w that vou sta 
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that t h e r p f n r p b o n d e d . The r e p o r t s back to me w e r e that she w a s . ' S o 
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C o u n c i l m a n P r u s i n o w s k i : " M r . Supervisor." 

S u p e r v i s o r Janoski: "You m a y be r e c o g n i z e d . " 

C o u n c i l m a n P r u s i n o w s k i : " O k a y , I don't have p e r t i n e n t s e n t e n c e s 
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 « t h a t , this is a small T o w n , 20^00 
p e o p l e . I do not see the rush in a p p o i n t i n g any tody on the F r i d a y 
the day after you bury a man into the g r o u n d . D o c , I'm sorry I've 
gone with you alot of times when I thought you right and you k n o w I 
don t Play alot of p o l i t i c s up h e r e , but I think we could have w a i t e d 
till next week and with that I w i l l yield to M r . Regula who w i l l " e S 
resolution that I will support." 

a r e s o l u t i o n ? * ^
 J a n

°
S k l ; r e c o

9 " ^ e M r . R e g u l a for the p u r p o s e of 

C o u n c i l m a n Regula: " Y e s , the r e s o l u t i o n reads-

R E S O L V E D , that D o r o t h y J e r m u s y k , the Deputy Tax R e c e i v e r , be 
hereby a p p o i n t e d Acting Tax R e c e i v e r until a Tax R e c e i v e r is d u l y 
appointed and that she be p r o p e r l y bonded as such and I want to m o v e 
that, and I want to m o v e that m o t i o n . " 

S u p e r v i s o r Janoski: "I would like to recess this m e e t i n g . Ther 
are c ^ t a i n - I think someone has to sit d o w n with M r s . J e r m u s y k to 
ask h e r , h e r feeling of this and there are c e r t a i n o t h e r q u e s t i o n s 
o u t s t a n d i n g . 1 would ask the Town C o u n c i l m a n to m e e t in my o f f i c e 
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passed the h o u r .
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The Meeting Reconvened at 3:35 P.M. 

S u p e r v i s o r ^ a n o s k i c o n t i n u e s : " w h o ' s m a k i n g the r e s o l u t i o n ? " 

i ^u it s made and seconded it. I woulH 1 i to amend the resolution to read? would like 

RESOLVED that Dorothy," 

*j;
e n e J

- Pendzick: "You can't amend a resolution." 

_ Prusinowski: "I can make a motion to amend a 
resolution aHcT it"Fas to be voted on, the amendment." 

.. I r e n e J . P e n d z i c k ; "If the a m e n d m e n t is passed by a m a i o r i t v 
then i t - b e c o m e s a w h o l e r e s o l u t i o n . Then wo v o t e for i t ' "

 Y
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Supervisor Janoski: "That's correct." 
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I make a motion to amend." 

Supervisor Janoski: "Do ; have a second for the motion to amend?' 

Councilman Menendez: "yeah, I can second it." 

Supervisor^Janoski: "Moved and seconded, Mrs. Pendzick." 
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 super visor Janoski: "okay, now we have an amended motion on the 

C o ^ n c U r ^ P r u s i n o w s k i : "Riqht, now we have to pass that, right." 
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Super vigor Janoakl i "That's riqht." 

Menendez,
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Sj^rvisor_Janoski: "it's on the floor." j 
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Supervisor Janoski: "Dul y moved." 

Lrene^endzick: -
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Counixlman Requla: "On my original one?" 

Lrene J. Pendzirk, "Prusinowski." 

Councilman Prusinowski-
resolution now "that~doe^ i n c ^ e ^ ^ m ' l l ^ ^ 
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Councilman Prusinowski: "Now, we're introducing the amended 
version fFaF~has passedT* 

RESOLVED, that Dottie Jermusyk, The Deputy Tax Receiver, be here 
by appointed Acting Tax Receiver, until a new Tax Receiver is duly 
re-appointed at the regularly scheduled December 15th meeting of the 
Town Board and that she is properly bonded as such. 

So Moved." 

Councilman Regula: "Just on the question. Now, we went into 
the meeting with Dottie Jermusyk and I didn't hear the question asked 
if she'd accept." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Yes." 

Supervisor Janoski: "She did." 

Councilman Regula: "Oh, I didn't hear it, In that room?" 

Councilman Prusinowski: "I asked her. Yes. " 

Supervisor Janoski: "She did." 

Councilman Regula: "Oh." 

Councilman Prusinowski: "I asked her." 

Councilman Regula: "In that room?" 

Councilman Prusinowski: "Dottie, did I ask you?" 

Supervisor Janoski: "Dottie, would you stand up and." 

At this point, Mrs. Jermusyk rose from her seat in the 
audience and said 

Dorothy Jermusyk: "Yes," She accepts. 

Councilman Regula: "Now, where are we?" 

.Supervisor Janoski: "I need a second to that motion." 

Councilman Regula: "Second to what motion." 

Councilman Prusinowsjci: "To the one I just made on the 15th." 

Councilman Menendez: "Say it again, Vic." 

Councilman Prusinowski; "Again?" 

RESOLVED, that Dottie Jermusyk, the Deputy Tax Receiver, bo here-
by appointed Acting Tax Receiver, be hereby appointed Acting Tax 
Receiver, until a new Tax Receiver is duly re-appointed at the 
regularly scheduled December 15th meeting of the Town Board and that 
she is properly bonded as such. So moved." 



1 2 / 4 / 8 1 
9 0 0 . 

C D u a c i l B a B . M a
B 8 a

d
M i
 -j can second that." 

r o l l ^
P e r V i S

°
r J a n

°
S

J^-
;

 "
V o t e a n d

 seconded. Please call the 

The vote, Prusinowski, Yes, REgula, No, Menendez Yes 
Janoski, Yes, and Lombardi, absent! '
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The resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

Supervisor Janoski; "This meeting is closed." 

adjourned a ^
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IJP:bg 
Irene J. Pendzick, Town Clerk 


