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Minutes of a Public Hearing held by the Town Board of the
Town of Riverhead, at the Riverhead Town Hall on Tuesday,
December 7, 1992, at 7:30 p.m.

Present:
Joseph F. Janoski, Supervisor
Victor Prusinowski, Councilman
James Stark, Councilman
Frank Creighton, Councilman
Harriet Gilliam, Councilwoman

Also Present:

Patricia Moore, Town Attorney
Barbara Grattan, Town Clerk

Supervisor Janoski called the meeting to order at 7:30
P-m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Supervisor Janoski: "Let the record show that the hour
| °f 7:34 p.m. has arrived. The Town Clerk will please read the

notice of Public Hearing."

Barbara Grattan: "I have affidavits of publishing and
Posting of a Public Notice for a Public Hearing to be held at
Riverhead Town Hall, at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 7, ;992,
to hear all interested persons who wish to be hegr@ regarding
the establishment of a community residential fac;llty opgrated
by the Long Island Developmentally Disabled Services Office to

be located at 30 Trout Brook Lane, Aquebogue."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Ladies and gentl?mezéept
we are conducting a hearing concerning the recommendgd p 2; )
of a group facility by the office of Mental Retardailonr2ViSiopS
Developmental Disabilities. The Town Board under.g.i pto Copddct
0of state law known as the Padavan Law, haslthe ab} 1 yinioﬁs_
the hearing in order to gain f;om the.publlc, their gpto expéess
give them an opportunity to raise thelr concerns, ant bl
themselves freely. Padavan Law governs the placemen g

] k and it gives the Town three ‘
h he state of New Yor
d??:stizn:-- three choices: (1) we can accept the recommendation

\ 1 n
] & S !
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and (3) we can make a recommendation for an alternate location.
In the last proposal which was made, which seems like just a
couple of months ago, as a matter of fact it was August 25th

that we held the Hearing, the Town did have the Hearing and did
make a recommendation for an alternate location. We are advised
Jofficially today that one of the alternate locations has been
accepted by the state of New York, so that the placement at Terry
Place will not take place. It will be on Corwin Street in the
Town of Riverhead. I always like to point out, because a Hearing
like this brings to the meeting room, a number of people who

have never taken part in a Hearing or a Town Board meeting in

the past. I want to point out that this is a Hearing, which is
meant to provide you with the opportunity to express yourself;

to agree, disagree, and tell us why. However, it is not an arena
for conflict. We certainly don't want to have that kind of
atmosphere prevail in the room. The representatives of the
Office of Mental Retardation are here to listen to your comments,
and the Town Board is holding the Hearing. I would appreciate

it if you would-- if you wish to be recognized, ra%se your hand,
come up to the microphone. Because this is a Public Hearing,

' you must identify yourself by name in the microphone and tell
That is for the official record. Because
d it cannot identify you and
s a result of

us where you're from.
| the microphone does not have eyes an
there is an official record that is put on paper as
And, please, when a person is speaking, don't
interrupt them, don't disagree oOr agree, because that oply starts
a back and forth kind of situation which we want.to av01d.' Every-
one who wants to speak, will certainly be recognized and given

The Town Board is here to hear your comments
and I think I will recognize

to give a presentation

this Hearing.

the opportunity.
and the representatives of the state,

Bob ﬂopez, who is the Assistant Director,
on what is being proposed.”

Robert Lopez: "Good evening. Thank you Supervisor Jano;ki
for inviting us to attend your meeting this evening. My ﬁamet;i
Bob Lopez, I'm Assistant Director of Program Development for tA€

’

Long Island DDSO. Iin a few moments the two staff members Ee;zé Ms.
i ] i ght and Mr. Bob Ball, will give a brief
R Bl 11 do a brief presentation describing

resentation. Ms. Milliner wil ' '
Ehe development process and aspects'of the site Sel?itliﬁllzgve
Which has brought us here this evening. Mr. Bob Ball w

' ' ipti £ a

tions unit and description O
a : ow of the program operat’ it : | 2
t?piﬁiivéay or week 1n a residential facility. rirst, we'll g
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to Ms. Evette Milliner. Evette?"

Evette Milliner: "Good evening. My name is Evette
Milliner and I'm employed as a Program Developer for New York
State Office of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disability.
I'm also a resident of Long Island. I also wish to thank the
minicipality of Riverhead for inviting me and my colleagues to
this public information meeting. I'm going to make my presenta-
tion brief, because I feel that people are here who would like
to ask questions and that really is our purpose for being here.
I will just give you a few facts. New York State Office of Mental
Retardation is responsible for planning, administering, and pro-
viding residential services for the developmentally disabled
throughout the state. We've developed over 200 homes serving
well over 2,000 individuals in Nassau and Suffolk Counties
during the past 15 years. We're currently in the process of |
closing the Developmental Center in Melville. There are approxi-
mately 200 individuals left that are still liwving there to: bhe
placed in community residential facilities in Ngssau'and Suffolk.
County. Mr. Ball, who 1s sitting to my rigbt, is going to exp}aln
the operation of the group homes. I was going to go into details
about the site selection law, however, your Supervisor SE€ems to
know the law quite well, and there are pamphlets here, and ra?her
then repeat something that you're going to be able to read, I'm
not going to do these other pages that I had brought, becausg .
it's right here if you want to. I also want to say, Robert Ba
and I went into your community on November 5th, and 1t Wasda vzry,
very nice experilence. People who were home, opened Ehel; ngre
to us. They listened to what we had to say and that's :hyt
so glad to be here tonight, pecause many of the things a

people thought was going to happen, were not really-=- thezhmlgh;
have been half truths oOr partial truths, and when we got rough,

it was—-- we've been in many communities and Bob will say that

: ' for us.
this was really a good experience _ .
We appreciatedyyou letting us in that night, and we apprecilate

' o)
being here tonight to answer any of your questlons. Bob, g

ahead."

"My name 1S Robert Ball. I'm a Treatment
e of Mental Retardation Developmental

Disabilities puring the late 1970s and through the 1980s, the

policies of OMRDD have peen guided by the premlseihzisﬁi;
institutionalization and the development of compre

Robert Ball: .
Team Leader with the offic

You are a good community.
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community based care s
ystems. The M :
N i Siato.ordors cuah entgl Hyglene Law and certain
mandate th : oy as the Willowbrook C
. at a deinstitutionalization s S
community as opposed to one center ystem pe focused on the
addition, in 1990, the federal around an institution. In
Gtk D e i ral government enacted th '
ith Disabilities Act. This Act clearl RGPy
from discrimination in housing and ser : R R R
e e Sl o s
the closure of developmental centers éhrgzZ;goi Eﬁomo e
cluding the closure of M e stata,; in-
Long Island
Jlst, 1993. As a result, the L e e
s ' ong Island DDSO will seek
the remaining 200 developmentally disabled indivi SRR R
B voctrictive _ _ ed individuals into the
env
F e : ironments which are capable of meeting their
roughout Nassau and Suffolk Countie
DDSO co ' : _ ies. The Long Island
mmunity based residential S
‘ ntial program has been providin
services to the developmentally disabled since 1980, and hgs
zlnce‘grown to 22 homes in Nassau and Suffolk Counties‘ There
re si ' : :
R aXVZ?TZE 1anass§u and 16 in Suffolk County. Our homes
e y O .re51dept1al needs-by providing structured and
dés‘ communlty-regldences designed specifically for the
| lgnat?d group of individuals. These homes include barrier
,m:ee ie51dence§ for persons with developmental disabilities who
y also be blind or deaf. These homes are designed to ensure
,that.developmentally disabled are afforded the same opportunity
| to llvg in the community as their non-disabled peers. The
Ilgommunlty residences gre beneficial because they provide the
evelogment of new skills and the opportunity to experience
Commgnlty activities and to learn to travel. We are also
committed to-make these homes available to serve individuals
who have resided at home with their families when circumstances
prevent the family from continuing to provide that care. Once
opened, we provide the opportunity for community input through
the development of the Community Advisory Board. We encourage
participation of our neighbors in the development and operation
of our programs. We would also like the opportunity to provide
you with a tour of any of our existing group homes at your
earliest convenience. You can sign up for visits at the end
of the Hearing. I would like to present a brief overview of
day to day activities oOr weekly activities within the home.

Generally, the people living in a home arise early in the morning
for shower, breakfast, and ADL training. ADL is activities of
daily living, where the people ma

y learn to dress themselves,
to shower themselves, to eat. Those kind of things. Then they
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prepare for program. All will attend an off site work setting.
They leave for the work setting probably between 7:00 and 9:00
a.m. The transportation will be provided by our own vehicle. We
will have a station wagon assigned to this home. They return
from the work setting, between 3:00 and 4:30 p.m. In house pro-
gram will include recreation, again some ADL training, dinner
preparation. Dinner is usually between 5:00 and 6:00 p.m. In
the evening, the people that live in the house may work on some
goals which, again, may be ADL or some other type of goals, like
speech goal and things like that. After dinner, there's leisure
time activities, trips, movies, bowling, dances, swimming, those
kind of activities. Preparation for bed is usually about 9:00
to 11:00 p.m. Typical weekend schedule focuses on leisure time
activities. Barbeques at homes or at local parks, trips, Town
programs, Special Olympics, sporting events and religious ser-
vices. Staffing in the house. There is at least one person on
duty at all times, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Supervision
is provided at all times to the people living in the house. The
Treatment Team Leader and management staff assume overall
responsibility for the supervision. Clinical sgrvices are pro-
vided as needed through community licensed service HMOs,.through
health clinics as well as state personnel. Support services
such as maintenance and grounds, we like to contract out.for
some of these. Grounds, we'll probably have a 1ayn service cog—
tract out and other services like oil burner repair and electrical
repair, we'll contract out. The training of the staff. Staff
are assigned to the homes from the Center and have many yegis
experience, some as many as 20 years. They are R Eane _Z !
of the individuals and have worked w1th.sgme of thesg 1nd1v; uals
in their present setting. All are qualified and.tralpii apn
B ithe chigibility requirements for Civil Service = S
which they serve. And finally, again, I.WOU1d like to pr :

. : art of our regulation
about the Community Adv1isory Board. It 1s ? it
and we encourage neighbors to become part Or oOu

Advisory Board. Thank you."

"Thank you. Because the Town Board
s in this case, as we do in all
the Town has a position and a

Supervisor Janoski:
serves as the hearing officer

' ause
cases of Hearings, but bec . g
point of view concerning the placement of residences 1n

community, I have asked the Deputy Supervisor and the TOgg
Attorney éo make a presentation on pehalf of the Town.

Monique and Pat.”"
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Patricia Moore: "Thank you Mr. Supervisor, Board members
and guests, and community. We are here as the Supervisor said-- "

Supervisor Janoski: "Tell us who you are."

Patricia Moore: "Sorry about that. I'm Patricia Moore.
I'm the Town Attorney. As the Supervisor mentioned for those
of you who may not have heard, the Town does have a position
regarding the location of these group homes and other sites,
and what we did was we went through the facility-- on the map
we are going to show the location of the facilities, the nursing
home and the group homes in the Town of Riverhead, which 1s
according to the New York State Department of Social Service
listing of licensed residential facilities. So this information
comes from-- the material that is supplied to us from Social
Service. Monique is going to point to you the locations as I
go through them and on the blue paper that seems to be falling
over, we listed the individual sites that are numbered on the
map. So between the two, you should be able to see all the
different sites that are within the Town. On that sheet Fhat
Monique is working on, you will see that the institution is
The information of the facility, the tax status, wblch
is exempt or non-exempt. In other words, if it's exempt, it
does not pay taxes; non-exempt, it does pay taxes. Also, a
code so that we can locate it on the map. On the map, we show
| the institutions which are represented in blue dots; the group
homes in green dots; nursing homes 1in orangef apartme?ts grth
group homes, those are smaller group homes, 1in Yeliowr ag'ch e
proposed facility, we have two dots there, Terry P acetwh;ve
has been replaced with Corwin. At Fhe time, we did no s
that information, so what is there 1S the Terry Placef anc

; ‘ facility is a group home which 1s

proposed site. The first . Y . 8 il
located on South River Road 1n Calverton. This s1

' ] which is non-exempt,
' ne and is a group home
e does pay taxes, pardon me. Does

therefore, does not pay taxes—-= : :
pay taxesr The information will be pr0v1d?d502ft?i ;;;;iEZTre

: ility is Centra urro : et B
on the map. The i S e from-- the licensing information

e g omin
also, so you know, this 1S C - ions there such

from social Services, 00 T L e Rospatal-- thiz s
as the hospital shown. ra

listed two nursing homes and one institutiQn %n that f221i1ty.

The nursing home has a capacilty of EQ anO;Z 1ST:22 ?: CgaéSified
i 111 ] Henry Perkiln . h

The third facility is the

shown.

Cen
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as a nursing home and it has a i
; capacit :
Fourth is the Hilton Court site 5 y of 128 and is non-exempt.
PR 35t isockenp: foon t 1n.AQu§bogue. It has a capacity
3 o axes. Five 1s South Jamesport Aven
fu Jamesport Avenue facility is a group home with a ca .Ee.
of eight and is non-exem ‘ i Sy
= _ ; pt, so it does pay taxes i
f§0111ty is TLiattle Flower. This has sesezal desi nzzioSlXth '
listed as an institution and has se 1 gnations. It's
licensed as gro h ' e R R s e
3 ‘group homes. In this particular location, we have
R" ahcapa01ty of 10. This will appear later on. Seven is
iv i Ee ;
desirnziq Narsing Home: Tbe f§Clllty, again, has several
3 gnations. Thl? 1s an institution and nursing home with a
ROPZCltghof 60. Eight is a group home located on Sound Shore
ad. is facility h ' ' '
which is an exempt % é?'a espacitytobNerghtyand J546lgEatpihone
» . | mp aci ity. Nine is, again, Riverhead Nursing
fme which is categorized as an institution with a capacity
of 181 gnd 1s non-exempt. Number ten is a group home on Middle
Road which has a capacity of 10 and is exempt. Going back to
gentral suffolk Hospital, is number eleven. This designation
is institution and has a capacity of 150. Number twelve going
back to Little Flower, has a capacity of 92 as an institution
and is tax exempt. Thirteen is Riverhead Nursing Home. It
has a capacity of 181 and is non-exempt. Am I going too fast?
?Orry. Number fourteen is located at 542 Roanoke Avenue and
is categorized as a group home with a capacity of seven and 1is
also tax exempt. Fifteen is Lincoln Avenue. It is a group home
with a capacity of eight and 1is exempt from taxes. Sixteen and
seventeen is the Correctional Facility. It is listed in the
licensing paperwork as a Riverhead Facility. It is the Suffolk
County Honor Farm and it 1s shown in blue. We recognize that
the two facilities are not within the Town of Riverhead, however,
it is in the Riverhead School District and does directly impact
It has a capacity of 155 and the Honor Farm
Timothy Hill Childrens Ranch is number
which is currently at a capacity

special permit approval to

on our services.
has a capacity of 410.
eighteen. This is a group home
of 10. However, they have sought
increase their capacity through a phase construction, up to 72.

Number nineteen is located at 510 Washington Avenue in Jamesport.

It has a capacity of three and it is non-exempt. Twenty 1S 15
a capacity of three and 1s

Elton Place. This group home has

non-exempt. Number twenty-one 1S located at 719 Harrison Avenue
and it has a capacity of three and i
is a yellow and it's an apartment.
Freedom of Information request which we sent

s non-exempt. That also
some of these we did acquire throt
to all the different
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as a nursing home and it has a capacity of 128 and is non-exempt .
Fourth is the Hilton Court site in Aquebogue. It has a capacity
of 10 and is exempt from taxes. Five is South Jamesport Avenue.
South Jamesport Avenue facility is a group home with a capacity
of eight and is non-exempt, so it does pay taxes. The sixth
facility is Little Flower. This has several designations. 1It's
listed as an institution and has several cottages which are
licensed as group homes. In this particular location, we have
Iy vancapacity of 10. This will appear later on. Seven is
Riverhead Nursing Home. The facility, again, has several
designations. This is an institution and nursing home with a
capacity of 60. Eight is a group home located on Sound Shore
Road. This facility has a capacity of eight and is a group home
which is an exempt facility. Nine is, again, Riverhead Nursing
Home which is categorized as an institution with a capacity

of 181 and is non-exempt. Number ten is a group home oOn Middle
Road which has a capacity of 10 and is exempt. Going back to
Central Suffolk Hospital, is number eleven. This designation

is institution and has a capacity of 150. Number twelve gging
back to Little Flower, has a capacity of 92 as an institution
and is tax exempt. Thirteen is Riverhead Nursing‘Home. It

has a capacity of 181 and is non-exempt. Am I going too fast?
Sorry. Number fourteen is located at 542 RQanoke Avenue and'

is categorized as a group home with a capacity of-seven and 1is
also tax exempt. Fifteen is Lincoln Avenue. It is a group home
with a capacity of eight and is exempt from taxes. Slgteen and
seventeen is the Correctional Facility. ] iy ol £ > llgted in the y
licensing paperwork as a Riverhead-Fac111ty. It is the Siifil
County Honor Farm and it 1is shown in blue. We ?ecognlge - 2 o
the two facilities are not within the Town of Rlvgrhea - 'owevt '
it is in the Riverhead School District and does directly impac
It has a capacity of 155 and the Honor Farm
Timothy Hill Childrens Ranch 1s numbe;

e which 1s currently at a capacity
special permit approval to
phase construction, up to 72.

on our services.
has a capacity of 410.
eighteen. This is a group hom
of 10. However, they have sought

: : ' h a
increase their capacity throug : - '
Number nineteen is located at 510 Washington Avenue 1n Jamesport

T - ty is 15
' and it is non-exempt. Twen '
- il A a capacity of three and 1S

_ This group home has ‘
ﬁiEOZXE;;ie Numbergtwenty—one is located at 719 Ha;ilionlizenue
; . ' and is non-exempt. at a _
e i some of these we did acquire through

’ ‘ tment. .
1 llow and it's an apar ‘ e kA
Fiengz of Information request which we sent to all the di
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agencies and up through today, we were receiving information.

50 we hope that it is complete. Love-m Shelter is number twenty-
two. It is a group facility located at West Main Street with a
capacity of 26, is a non-exempt facility. Aid to Developmentally
Disabled has a group home located at Main Road in Aquebogue.

It's number twenty-three and has a capacity of 10, which is an
exempt facility. Number twenty-four is what we know as the
Bayview Hotel. It is a group home for disabled veterans located
in Jamesport. The facility has a capacity of 27 and is a non-
exempt facility. Number twenty-five is Little Flower on North
Side Road. This listing has a capacity of 10 and is exempt.
Number twenty-six is a group home for young adults known as
Madonna Heights. The facility has a capacity of eight and is

tax exempt. Twenty-seven is a recently established facility
where we show in red the 25 Terry Place, and that has now been
relocated-- the alternative has been chosen and it's Corwin
Street which is right down the street here next to the mobile

home sales."

"Can we move the dot, please?"

. . 2n
Patricia Moore: "I'm sorry, what:

"can we move the dot to where it is, just
to show that there is even more of a central location?

: ' t capacit
Patricia Moore: I don't think that we have tha p y

there’ So—_ 9

nwell, if we had another dot--

Patricia Moore: "If we had another dot, it would be

showing there. That's right."

ngo we see the clustering."

i 5 ds 30
.y x . W right. The other red dot, :
Batrécia MOOF-° e : we're here for today, and 1t

; ] t
Trout Brook Lane, which 1S e d would be classified as exempt

] a capacity of five and ; : t
| P wz added the following sites which we got most
| from taxes. of Information request. One 1S

r through the Freedom e

1 i ge what 1S called the Arnold Housef ?u s
| the Arnold Hous'r rt of Timothy Hill Ranch and it's locate
| twenty-nine, 1it's pa
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260 Middle Road. The home has a capacity of 12 Finall ‘
Mgdonna Heights, another Madonna Heights faciliéy which e s
Side Road in Wading River and it has a capacity of nine ;idog g
tgx gxempt. Why we would believe that 30 sites may not b :
51gn1f%cant number and we would differ on the Jung's intzrf
pretations of whether or not it's saturation, when you look at
a'tota% population, a percentage of the population, it is
significant. We show there that-- we show first the Town, then
the capacity of facilities in the Town with the populatio; in
that Town, and show the percentage of the population which is in
a group home or institution use. In Riverhead, we have 2,009
people that are in an institutional setting that is licensed
through the state. The population of the Town is 23,011 and
percentage is 9.08. Shelter Island has zero, has no group homes
or other facilities; has a population of 2,263 and a percentage
of 00, there are none. In East Hampton, they have a capacity of
58. The population is 16,132 and it comes to .36 of the pepula-
ticn. Southampton, 468 is the capacity and 47,000 people, and
1% of the population. This number of population probably does
not account for the summer population. Brookhaven has a capacity
of 5,430. Population of 410,000, a population percentage of
1.32. And, Southold, finally, is 341 people that are in in-
stitutions funding and a population of 19,836, 1:7. < So itais
significant difference between the Town of Riverhead bearing
the burden of all these group homes and similar institutional
facilities when compared to other east end Towns, and we include
east end Brookhaven, even though maybe technically east end would
exclude Brookhaven, 1if you talk to east enders. When we talk
about the real numbers that affect the Town, we talk about loss
of assessed value and that would be what we lose in their paying
the taxes that if these facilities were, in fact, residences
that you and I live in and pay taxes on, the assessed value we
all wouldn't have to carry any of the load in paying the taxes.
We've estimated that about 30,400,000 which we revised today 1is
in loss of assessed value, SO that's a significant number when
you and I have to pay for it out of our pockeF. When you look
at the proposed site and the nature of the clients that.you'll
be servicing, these clients will be ampulatory. 'They will be
able to get out of ped, they will be without a551stapce, my
understanding is with minimal assistance, and they will be able.
to use facility sidewalks and sO On and be a part of the community.
Our concern has always peen when you site these‘group.homes and
you place them in what are somewhat remote settings, it seems
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that it's not in the best interests of your clients. What we

have tried to do is in suggesting alternatives and in the last
case when we offered Corwin as an alternative, we tried to suggest
that when you site a group home, that it be sited in the down-
town area where it be-- the clients can enjoy some of the benefits
of living downtown. Our first argument, and we believe very
strongly that the Town has been saturated with group homes or
similar facilities, if you must, if we must bear the burden of
additional group homes, we hope that you will take this into
account when you are siting group homes, and firstly, go some-
where else and secondly, try to locate them in less remote

areas. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you, Pat and Monique. Now, 1t
is your turn. Let me just remind you that you have the opportunity
to express your opinion, ask some guestions, get answers, but
let us keep it on a basis that we are here as citizens and
residents of the Town and that there should be no conflict.

Warren McKnight."

Warren McKnight: "Warren McKnight, Waging River. .I‘d like
to start off by saying something that I said to Supervisor
Janoski in his office. I said to him one time that our Town
has refugees. And the reason why I call.peOple refugees, people
who are economically and educationally disadvantaged and de-
velopmentally disabled. And the reason why I call them refugees
is the fact that our Town lacks empowerment to help them. We
have no tax base. We have no industry to help ?hem. And we
don't have the facilities to help them. We don't haye tge X
transportation like is upl west. - We don't have a movie theater,

we don't have bowling alleys like you said. We QOn't even have
an Oc Ed Center here. I know you have one down in Westhampton

Beach. The amount of people who fitr ehis categorg is 3§Z ?gzest
of proportion to the rest of suffolk County. We Iavirder e
income per capita in suffolk and.Nas§au Cou?gyé rzs peGEy
you to suggest a home here, I think it shou : etatep S5
that you should petition first the county, the S ;

take care of them. This Town
overnments to help us .
figiiil guz Rotary, which is the largest 1n suffolk County and

for developmentally disabled
au County, has a camp : ; _ b=
Pezhipswgizi you know about and mentioned. nght.blTheizl?i?;S
?inzuzible) special Olympics 1n Sboreham. The prZo Tz el el
very frustrating for people 1in this Town to see peop
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be able to help them. And this is what our Town is plagued with.
Tomorrow, the Seafield Clinic, they're opening up an alcoholic
clinic. We have more alcoholic clinics, more drug clinics, more
pecple getting here at nighttime-- we'll be stopped on the street
sometime and somebody will say from the prison, just got out of
prison. Where can I get a train to get back to where he comes.
We have people coming here, coming and going, transient housing.
This is not a place-- our library, which is a nice library and
people, you know, I go there and everything else. A person who
I assume was developmentally disabled couldn't use the facilities
because they were broken and small. I'm talking about our audio
and visual facilities there. I do happen to have a friend who
is developmentally disabled and one thing I noticed about him,
he can't talk, but would communicate. And he has very, very
clear lovely interests. Sometimes I have him for dinner? He
has interests the same as the Supervisor. He loves fifties and
sixties music. And the reason why he comes to my house and the
reason why I invite him, is to break the routine. An@ he }ives
in this Township. And it is a routine. The person (inaudible)
especially when you put him out there. And, you know, whgn you
look at the Long Island Railroad in Nassau Cqunty,_a handicapped
or disabled person can get oOn those third rail trains and go
some place. And make their life richer. But not out.here. hThey
can't get on a bus out here, they can't get on i 09; ki
It's hard. They have to go every place. ingidiiziignsa;e'have
another thing that you have to take 1nto con ét'n
[ e o nan ot lacn pOPUIaSi?n 2uz heiidw2?s£ai§eg?aci Ehat,
[ 1 Xe ilncome.

AT ke rilond?siijbed me over here is one.thing-that
yL ke, - what e 4 d d Andrea Lohneiss is trying to
the Town Board is trying to 4o zn k in November. And the people
A gi"i“gfl’hihiii own. the block, Twwasglad it

ining a 0
gzzélirr:?iii;? gut we have a little gutrltlon :Entzrtizigqthere
was renovated, we don't have the caPaC;;Z E: SorefEZee cent;L.
and yet it seems that people wanttto m ks cik W Hanr
fepdonis Wiwdy, |0 beha re§2%§2r2iz iiings, we have Townscape toO
a soup kitchen, we have

gi oncerts to people Developmentally disabled people come
ive c :

] ially

t. They go here. Especila
ts, they 10Ok for 1 . .
Eﬁetgizz zﬁzzeiive downtown. SO the only thing I can say 1S

; . eople who
: if you want to give p
i :+'s incumbent upon you | ; 30 hould be
;?;Séigzdvantaged and send them 1nto Rlverheaf, 1;ezeral *a
your conscience to give US the funds from state.
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local money to help us to help him. To give them the empower -
ment and developmentally disadvantaged people can develop, and
you know that because you have dedicated your life to that.
They can grow but they can't grow to their potential in this
Town because we don't have the facilities. We try to give the
concerts, we try to have bowling alleys and movie theaters.

We just don't have the money. And we all find it hard making
a living. And we don't even have that much time. Most of us,
husbands, wife, have to work, and what can I tell you? The
thing is we need help and it seems that the poorest Town gets
most of the problems. And it's not that we don't like people.
We love people. And the people who are volunteers in this Town
show it. The community organizations, the individuals, them-
selves, churches. So the only thing I'm saying is, why? You
know, it's not that we don't love people, but it's just that
we feel that we are overwhelmed. So, is there anything you

could say to this?"

Robert Lopez: "Okay. You've raised a number of concerns
and many of these concerns, 1if not all of them, have been
responded to in various ways during the past year, as we've
developed in the eastern end of Long Islgnd. New.York State
Office of Mental Retardation and its regional offlc;ef Lopgnlsland
DDSO makes a concerted effort to work with all municipalities
throughout Nassau and Suffolk County. We schedule annugl. 1'
meetings with the Town Supervisor's offlge-of every municipa ity.
And we extend our hand to every Town official to help us site
all homes in Long Island. Despite this effo;t, theye rema%ns
a tremendous need for residential homes. This evening, WE re
talking about establishing one home for fgur persons whgthaze,
I'm sorry, five, who have developmental dlsabllltlei,CW;ter
major effort to close down Long Island Develgpmgnta Oi truiy
which currently has a population of 200. Thas ogihndevelopmental
reveal the magnitude of the need of the persons wi oo
disabilities. Ag of geyeral months ago, we did a s:ak zf o
Long Island, Nassau County, suffolk County. ¥OT Siéspect s
need of individuals in Riverhead and we certainly :

] the responses
rm the group here that
need. However, I must info of Nassau and Suffolk County,

sy recelvidoggoﬁag?iizzriinassau and Suffolk Coun?y whg 5
reveéled R ’That'S in addition to the 200 people we're dis
= CrlSlséhe Developmental Center. There are currentlylgs
Cussmgkfizr;e tonight, 1,000 families, many A e

we spea )
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use the popular term, 'baby boomers', the consumers, the 'baby
bqomers', with parents who are aging. They're Long Island
citizens, they've grown up on Long Island, their parents have
had jobs on Long Island. Many of them worked at Grumman, in
local places throughout Long Island. They're in need and New
York state has an obligation and a moral responsibility to find
homes for them. Our attempts are earnest, our attempts are
sincere. We dedicate our efforts to finding homes throughout
Nassau County. Riverhead is one area we are looking in, many
towns, actually all towns, are currently feeling the need to
develop homes. My response is specific. There 1is a tremendous
need-- we're doing our-- we're providing our efforts in various
towns. We extend our hand to any neighbor, any community that
is willing to work with us. I think it's evidenced here tonight
where we propose a home at Terry Place and we met with the
municipality, we met with the neighbors, and an alternative site
was submitted by the Town. It was reviewed in a very open and
honest fashion by our office and, in fact, was accepted. So,

I can only speak to our efforts.”

Warren McKnight: "Okay. The only thing I don't want to
belabor the point, I do have for the record, I do have an old
statistic showing that Riverhead is the poorest Town. The
other thing is, I just wanted to mention that unfortunately
since we lack empowerment in this Town and we have a lot of
people on Public Assistance and we have a lot of people who
cannot get jobs, we do have a crime problemf we do have a drug
problem, because of the clinics and everyth}ng else, we do have
an alcoholic problem, SO these are othgr things that y?u have
to face in this Town besides that and 1tfs not th?t we relnot
to solve it, but we need money to solve it an? we're gettlng
less and less money by putting peop}e here we're gettlng.éeigke
and less money. That's the only thing I could say gnd'I notl
to give this to Barbara Grattan, the Town Clerk, in Itmto e
mad or anything else. I just want, I think we all wan p-

And I don't know whether this is going to help people.

"Thank you, Warren. Let me point out

] r. the exit door, is a handi-
oor to my left in the rga i .
thatezhgogr And I've been watching peoplg struggle with that 2
e inig to push 1t open, especially with children. It open
5 R . he plunger that is to the right of

ically, if you push t _ .
?EtzTiilthe iandicap symbol of the wheelchair. This oneé over

Supervisor Janosk1l:
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here just pushed open, but this one is motorized which makes it
very difficult to open. But if you just push the plunger, it
will open automatically, and it will make your life easier if
you are trying to get out with children in tow. Sheri."

Sheri Patterson: "Hi, my name is Sheri Patterson. I live
at 3 Waterview Court in Riverhead. I am a realtor in the area,
and over the past few years our office has placed 15 of these
homes on the east end, six of them in Riverhead. We have, all
of them have been published, the Town has been given their 30
day notice. We have never had a group like this show up for
any home that we found. And the key here is finding the proper
site. I feel in this case that, I don't know if these people
didn't do their homework, but I don't feel that they found the
proper site to site a group home. I don't feel Terry Place was
the proper site. 1I've received, and I know a number of brokers
in the area have received letters from the Town, asking for
sites that are more appropriate. And I would hope that the
group here from the state would take a look at those sites.
Because I really think that this is not a place for a group

home. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: “phank you, Sheri.”

Stuart Tobin: "Mr. Supervisor, my name is Stuart Tobin.
I live at 33 Trout Brook Lane, Aquebogue. Referring to the
New York State Site Selection Law, a municipality does hgve
three options regarding this property: to o Ehiafizi'
suggest alternatives or reject the site DR AR Si uf iiowin
The site 30 Trout Brook Lane is not suitable for t E. g i 3
reasons. The backyard has a stream N Wdlzité is
certainly a possible dangerous hazard. The pi??oieans s AL
not on a through street, the area has not pEbtlc eic pare iy
Banks, pharmacies, grocery EEE e AR keJééusp calls
within walking distance. Physiclans no }ongei mg borpp‘by i
and the cost of transportation wou¥d.Ultlmat?1¥t':s inbghp area
state And apparently there are similar faci ltlrated A
as we.see on the map, and the area doss e ol uther ﬁouses
closer look at the Town of Riverhead wO?ld gt ch a facility.
and other locations that are€ ideally Sglted fognzuwho could
I'd be pleased to put you in cgntact with Pirsk et BEETOBAGE
expedite such a choice. I believe the New Yor

' i1liti 1d not
Mental Retardation and pevelopmental Disabilities shou
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choose a house because the owner is unable to sell it on the
open market as this house has been on the market for over four
years. The owner does live in the house, not in Patchogue as
was previously reported in the media. But because the owner
works for a government agency and perhaps has some inside
advantage. I respectfully suggest that the New York State Office
of Mental Retardation reconsider this choice of site. I
respectfully ask the Riverhead Town Board to reject the appli-
cation and further ask that the Town Board work with the New
York State Office in choosing a more suitable location. Thank
you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Let me say that we don't
have the power to reject the site. We have the ability to make
a case on oversaturation which has been done, and we have the
ability to suggest an alternate location. But this disg not a
special permit hearing in which the Town says yes or no. We
simply must follow the prescribed procedure of the Padovan Law.
The alternatives I've already mentioned. The lady with the==
did you have your hand up before? Yes, you. I don't know you."

Pauline Halikias: "Hi, I'm Pauline Halikias and I'm a
resident of Trout Brook Lane. And I'm just here on behalf of
the children. I don't feel it is a proper site for the group
home because Trout Brook Lane has consisted of children from |
newborn to age five. And these children here are representative
of Trout Brook Lane, and half the people are not here because
they are home with their children and don't have somebody to
watch them. But our street does not have 31dewalksf you.hav? 3
to excuse me, I'm nervous. And, you kngw, the emotions 1ngtve
St h e (are~- ithat 30 Trout Brook Lane ‘1S the bus stop an i
is all small children there with their parents, some greczgcérned
and if you have small children, you yourselves would be

about this home. Thank you."

Supervisor Jjanoski: "Thank you.

01[1 E a Zer - o . ] - - I'm

things I've heard tonight that concerns the groui Timeé aggE;
inst it. We are talkih

' of the reasons agains .

CﬁF?;ngnSO?Ee last speaker. I don't know what you're worried

- 3 : s years.

ab;ut i lived next door to a group home for three y
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There were children in the home. The residents of that group
home never had any ill effect on those children. I think in a
society where we live and you have people who are disadvantaged
and they are the weakest part of society. The only way to
sensitize people to their plight is to expose them to it. And
I don't think it's a bad thing for children to be exposed to
this. I feel, ma'am, I'm just making my comments, I'm not here
to answer questions. I'm not here to answer your questions,
ma'am. I make my comments and you can raise your hand after
Ehis "

Supervisor Janoski: "Excuse me, Tom. Ma'am you weren't
here when I gave the do not interrupt the speaker. TI'm not
going to have discussion going back and-- he has the floor."

Tom Pfalzer: "Thank you, Supervisor. The other point about
-- the gentleman raised about having a swamp in the backyard,
well, then why are you people there if you have children? 'If
it's unsafe. Because we're talking about adults that have the
mind of a child. They are supervised, I know this for a fact.
If it's so dangerous a place to live, then why do you live
there with your children? The other point I just want to-make
before I sit down again, is I do not understand any of this.
You have places which are dots on a map and yog've said satu;a-
tion, and you've said words such as, well, ba51call¥ saturation
was the main term you used. 1I'd like to see a map if I could
of all the churches in Riverhead Township and let's-see the
saturation of these exempt, non tax paying institutions. And
maybe we should be outraged by the number of chu;ches that are
in our Town that aren't paying taxes and are taking up valuable
real estate, that aren't paying taxes that we have to_support.
We get businesses or taxpayers in Fhere and this, ; find,
personally, offensive. Prejudice 1S unacceptable 1n ané form.
For those of you who are clapping,.you should be ashami'. -
Yesterday, the East End Arts Council put on a presenta %?n
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens and in that play,h} you
remember, Charles Dickens had Ebenezer Scrooge beforﬁ isnot
repentance saying, are there not work houses: Are t'izgitUtions
prisons? I have to tell you, there are. There are 1 Lhicpn .
And these people have committed no crime, butkwetaihzm b, Yy
(e wanE =0 S sl d;g;tiga;; gzci;zrd? I doé't want
; way - : ‘
gzs;e:agt.tolpgzn?ie$azt zo deal with it. And so this Christmas
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h season we should be opening our hearts. We shouldn't be thinking
are there not prisons and are there not work houses. Thank you
very much."

interrupt Tom, characterizing a person's position, I wish that
we wouldn't do that. Everyone has the right to feel the way
they feel about this and saying someone should be ashamed of
themself certainly is not something I'd like to hear here
tonight. So let us continue, Mrs. Halikilas, I've already
heard from you. The gentleman sitting next to you."

l Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Please, while I did

l

Charles Johnson: "My name is Charles Johnson. I'm a
resident of Trout Brook Lane, 28 Trout Brook Lane. I've written
to the LIDDS, you know where I stand as far as oversaturation.
I'm a long time resident of the east end, moved to Trout Brook
Lane, full time, about two years ago. Riverhead has always
been a Town that has been in need on the east end. We've had
our fair share of bad breaks, of trying to do things to make
the Town more acceptable. When you look around at our_neighbors,
the Hamptons on the south shore, over the years from high school,
elementary school on up, you know, Riverhead.always had a
connotation attached to it. The Town has tried over many years,
to try and improve that image by redoing the parks, haV}ng.
concerts. And this is not just for the townspeople, th}s is
for people of all the east end. Unfortunately, we continue,
continue, to get facilities like the one that you are proposing
and the ones that were shown up here on the map. I think
Riverhead has shown oversaturation. I don't undergtand what |
you actually define saturation. I don't

know if anybody has ever won on a saturation 1SSE§. Hasuzzilon
body, T meany; I%d like an answer, I'm sort of as.lng.: gnd e
here. Do you have a definition for what sgturatlgn 1n i e
anyone been able to Oppose€ this and effectively win O

ration issue?"”

your organization, how

"The question as I hear it is has anyone

Robert Lope€Zz: .
= e by demonstrating=-

actually won a cas

n

Charles Johnson: "Town."

Bt : o municipality
- R municl ality, that 1s d
Robert LOPeZ s npdemonstrate a case of over-

is the only legal body that ca
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concentration. But I'm not an attorney. An attorney is present

by the Town. I will give my answer and if you would like to

add to it, certainly you have that opportunity. In my recollection
in this field I believe there have been two cases in which over-
concentration was successfully established by a municipality

and a Commissioner's ruling upheld that position. Your Town
Attorney can certainly research it and give you the actual case

law on it and the legal briefing that went along with it. But

it has been completed on two occasions that I'm aware of."

Charles Johnson: "Can I ask you also, as far as your or-
ganization is concerned, how many of these types of facilities
do you have operating presently?"

Evette Milliner: "I'm sorry, when you say these type, do
you mean this is-- "

Charles Johnson: "Group homes."

Evette Milliner: "No, no, this is run by the state, but
we do have voluntary organizations like Association for Help
of Retarded, so that within Nassau and Ssuffolk County, we haviﬂ
-- oh, was it just the state or was it all of the group homes:

"Well, I'm really asking, you have two

ohnson: :
Charles J I'm asking about your organiza-

arms of your own organization.
tion, the LIDDS."

"okay. The LIDDSO develo?s homgs w%th
e state organization which 1s the

okay."

Evette Milliner:
voluntary organizations and th
one that we are proposing tonight.

Charles Johnson: "okay. Well, let me rephrase it Ehen.
How about state group homes? How many of those do you have

operating presently? on Long Island?

' ahead."
Evette Milliner: "on Long Island, g9©

"on Long Island, presently there are 22

Robert LOBES- state. Six in Nassau County, 16 1in

homes operated by the
Suffolk County."

harl Jjohnson: "Why 18 there not more-- if you're operating
Charles :
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22 homes like this, why are more homes not operated in the
Nassau County area? 1Is there a particular reason why there
aren't? I mean it seems that if we're talking fair and equitable
distribution, six versus 16 out of 22 is not equitable distribu-
tion when you look at the population. I would think 11 and 11,
12 and 10 is equitable distribution. And then I want to ask

you one other question."

Evette Milliner: "Okay. When we go to look for a home,
it's not a science so we don't say, we're putting four here and
six here because this is what it is. So that when you look at
the map and you see where we proposed the home, we do try-- I
mean when you talk about over-concentration and how many people
have won, we're very careful when we do our homework. So that
we were careful when we put the home there, to try to see that
that home would not cause an over-concentration of these types

of homes in that facility-- you know, in that area.”

Charles Johnson: "Well, I mean you still haven't answered

the question--

Evette Milliner: "Which is?2"

"What is the equitable distribution when
in Nassau and 16 in Suffolk County?
There are just as many homes for sale in Nassau County, and
probably more, and in a market like }t'g been in the last Ehree
years, I'm sure there's no problem finding homes for sale.

Charles Johnson:
you look at six homes

Evette Milliner: "We have a unit thgt looks for the hgmes
for 1% and rother then take a complete picture and sayé th;i g
percentage we're going to do here, we take an areaéhqg Se:O Y
body wants to sell to the state. We have so many : i ge 2
take into consideration when we look for a home. tu tion of
very careful and we try not to have an over-concen ia etting
homes in a particular place. I know that youd;etnibugion o
the answer that you want so far as equtab%e lSernot tho'same.
Eamdsat o gistributios aC ozei;zgnZinzizzfothE we're n;t going
?2 Zﬁii;g tiz EZiErthgdw:hzracter of the area because there

"
are similar homes there.

Charles Johnson: "well, I guess I'm not really getting a
ar -
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clear meaning of what oversaturation is and what equitable
distribution is. They are both, I understand, being different,

but I'm not getting any clear picture as to what either one of
those are in your interpretation."

Robert Lopez: "Okay. 1I'd like to further elaborate omn Miss
Milliner's comments. Miss Milliner-- when you pose your question,
how many homes are you operating? And very often when we sit
here before you, you hear people interchange phrases like the
State, LIDDSO. We are employed by the New York State Office of
Mental Retardation which has approximately 22 regional offices
throughout New York state. That is the Long Island District
Developmental Services Office. When the question was posed,
how many homes do you operate, Miss Milliner was speaking re-
garding our District Office and specific homes we operated, and
rightfully so, you pointed out a disparity between the number
of homes that we operate in Suffolk County and the number of
homes we operate in Nassau County. That, like all statistics,
if one were to separate statistics out, very often you can slant

them in a certain manner."

Charles Johnson: "I'm not trying to slant them."

Robert Lopez: "I know, I'm not implying that‘you.are.
But T just point out the fact that when a questhn is posed
regarding homes we operate, it mugt bg also taken 1into accgunt
that the Long Island District Office is not the only-- obv1gusly
the only operator of group homes as presented by the Town o
There are also what we call voluntary operated homes.
Currently on Long Island, there are 1n excess of 220 bomei on
Lomg Island. It 1s correct that New ¥ork State's Regiona
Office operates the majority of Fhem in Suffolk Cﬁunty az .
demonstrated by the numbers prov1ded? .However, t.ere aities
number of agencies that operate specific to cgrtiln ;ou vernéent
Nassau AHRC, Nassau UCP, they cbarter apd thelrl ega ngrp uri
bodies empower them to operate in certain counties. >

additional homes-- "

Riverhead.

Charles Johnson: "Those are county groups rather then

state?"

"one second, please. They are voluntary

Hebert Tr you might have heard of Catholic Charities?"

operated agenciles.
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Charles Johnson: "Yeah."
Robert Lopez: "In this case, Catholic Charities is albi-

County agency. So the point I'd like to express here, is that
when a numeber such as 22 is expressed as being operated by our
office, those are homes that are operated by Mr. Ball and his
staff. However, it does not take into account the fact that
there are a number of other homes in Suffolk County."

Charles Johnson: "Right, but they're not state owned."

Robert Lopez: "They're not state owned, but they are
certified by my office, New York State Office of Mental Retarda-
tion. Now, our site selection process does involve looking in
areas throughout Long Island, in Nassau and Suffolk County. We
coordinate with our sister agency, the Office of Mental Health.
We coordinate with the voluntary agencies. We are the funding
agency for these homes. We are very conscious of where they're
located. If one would take a look at Nassau and Suffolk County,
you will see a number of homes throughout each county, both in
the north shore and south shore. So now with regards to the
specifics as it pertains to over-concentration, the law, and
again I would defer to counsel here if they.wgnt Fo further
elaborate on it, provides a forum for a municipality to @emon—
strate being that they're the closest body Fo th? commun1FY.and
to any proposed site, they provide a forum 1n Wthh a municipal-
ity can demonstrate what they view as adverse 1mp§ct on tgat
specific site. More specifics about.the law, agaln, you avet.
counsel here that can provide legal interpretation. The questions

you are asking are specific legal questions and you have a .
representative here who is familiar with the law and represen

ing that case."

"Let me just ask you one other thing.
homes that you are operating 1n suffolk
ow many homes are being operated 1n

Charles Johnson:
With regard to the 16
County, do you know h
Riverhead?"

Robert Lopez: "By our office of those 167?"

Evette Milliner: "None, Yye€S, none.

Charles Johnson: "None presently?
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Evette Milliner: "I just want to further clarify what Bob
was saying. Of the voluntary agencies, community residential
facilities which are different in funding from intermediate
care facility, but there are 44 in Nassau and 30 in Suffolk.
So it depends on what the voluntary agencies, where they are
located as Bob said."”

Charles Johnson: "Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Donna?"

Donna Testa: "Donna Testa, 3 Trout Brook Lane, Aquebogue.
We, the concerned residents of Trout Brook Lane, firmly believe
that the site proposed for establishment for a group home is
totally inappropriate for the intended use. Trout Brook Lane
is a family neighborhood containing over 50 ch%ldren.under the
age of 10. This street is frequently active w1th chlldren'at
play. Trout Brook Lane does not contaig streetllghﬁs, making
nightime visibility very poor. The subject parcel 1s backed.
up to a wetlands area and busy County Road 105 as well as being
in close proximity to unprotected Long Island Ra}lroad tracks
which poses a potential safety hazgrd to the regldents of Fhe
proposed facility. The home on this site contains two stair-
cases at the front entrance and an elevate@ rear deck. The
rear and side yards have been raised, leaV}ng a dangerous drop
to the surrounding property. Also, the?e is an elemegtary
school bus stop directly in front of this pgrcel cau51?g a
hazard to area children from group home vehicles. Public

. : ' Brook Lane. A review

e EXl;FeZEhZEdTZ§2Z has identified several
of homes for sale in the R1V . P
use and are closer to pu :
I just wanted to point out one £xing L8 B TFE e was 2
wanted to know why we lived on : ¢ o
wetlands area behind us and.how ::egrziegiidS::Ergh;édiizt they
eokepc e Chlliiznf:{lh23$i? gOkay? We protect our children
it TPve against the wetlands. We're on the other
e S0y tieet put we have a fenced in yard. They cannoi
zldeeointZEai yard across on the wetlands area. okay? Than
enc

y0u 3 "

Supervisor janoski: "Thank you, ponna.
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Evette Milliner: "I just want to say that part of our
renovations will be that we are going to fence in the yard and
we are changing the staircase. There is going to be renovations
done on the house and part of it will include that and, thank
you, we are also interested in the people that are going to be
living there, just like you, yes, in this proposed home."

Councilman Stark: "Can I ask a question?"

Supervisor Janoski: "Mr. Stark, would you like to pose a
question?"

Councilman Stark: "Yes. I would like to ask you a question.

Have you gone to contract on this house?"

Evette Milliner: "We have an option on the house."
Councilman Stark: "You have an option?"

BEvette Milliner: "Yes."

Councilman Stark: "At any time prior to your going to an

option on this house, and I heard you make comment to cooperating

with Town Board members and Town government, did you come to.
this Town Board to seek assistance 1in locating a group home 1n

the Town of Riverhead, prior to your notifying us of a group
home to be located on Trout Brook Lane?"

Robert Lopez: "All right. As I mentioned in my earlier

comments,--= "

Councilman Stark: "Because if you did, I didn't see you.

I mentioned in my earlier comments,

ez: "Okay. '
Robert Lop ber of years had a policy of

our office has for quite a numk . i . |
notifying the municipalities, in thils case the (inaudible) which

is generally the Town Supervisors Qf the Towns ;n Naiz?:ngnd Suffolk
County, of our interest in developln? homes og'rzzged i tﬁe
It's become even mMOre critical as we've bezn 1 io S
Governor's office to close down Long Isl?n De:i ﬁetters go
Center. So, on a I believe 18 HiguERRSaEE S §8 S0r T lities in-
. aly from our office to the various municipa :

¥Ut Figtiﬁzmyof our presence and extending a hand of cooperation
ormil
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for working with us in selecting homes in the area."

Councilman Stark: "Did you come to the Town of Riverhead?"

Robert Lopez: "Correspondence-- "

Councilman Stark: "-- on this second home and say, look, we
want to seek to place a second home in the Town of Riverhead?
Do you have any suggestions as to where we can do it? No. What
you did was come to the Town of Riverhead and said, we want to
place a home on Trout Brook Road. Now we go through the laws,
the regulations, and we hold a hearing. Again, we're trying
to present saturation to you. I heard the young lady say we
look very carefully at saturation in a particular area. Well,
the particular area happens to be the Town of Riverhead. Not
just Trout Brook Lane, but the Town of Riverhead. So, I think
the area has to be expanded. All I've ever said to your or-
ganization, seek our help and you will prevent hearings like
this. Seek our cooperation and you'll prevent hearings like
this. There are many locations in the Town of Riverhead that
would blend to your group homes. I personally think you are
way out in let field down on Trout Brook Lane. I personally
think that on Terry Place you were very far out in left field.
You took the alternate site. You may have lit another bonfire
underneath that one but we don't have the opportunity to go
through another public hearing on Co;win Street. I just think
your organization lacks the cooperation or the intent to get
cooperation from this Town and the people gf the Town‘of River=
head. I don't think there's anybody in this Town or 1n this
audience that does not have love for thy neighbor,-love for any-
body. But you come with an attitude, we'll place 1?, go Fhrough
the process, and we can go anywhere we want. All I've saad tot
you on past hearings, come and ask us before you g? iofgogtrac .
Before you go to option. And I guarantee you, you'l ;nd -

a location in the Town of Riverhead that suffices every ody

needs. Thank you."

"May I ask what you are doing for the
where the doorway opens up into an area

I think what people are not saylng 1s we
very kind and we're good. There
1 have a niece who has
family or who needs

Mrs. Halikias:
front of the house,

that has open lawn.
are afraid. And we're VEIrYy,
] 'y have==
isn't one of us who doesn _
cerebral palsy, W€ all have someone 1n our




807

12/07/1992minutes

help, extra help. I hav
_ . e taught special chi '
medicated. I know that they become emotio;iiiin&p Itknzwtthey &
I know the door can o get At hINESe
: pen and fly out the
1nt9 something that we will notyknow how Ezrizﬁdind G-
training the neighbors and a ini Rl
re you training us to cope with

these students-- with these le? '
e : : peop e? How are we going to manage?

we're afraid. I think that that's really what people
gre not saying. We would-- I think if you had little children
or people maybe who couldn't-- I'm sorry to say-- maybe even

g .

couldn t‘walk, we might not be so frightened. And these mothers
are talking about little children and not only that, I think
Ebere ire elderly p?ople around. I have a house and I hope to
A1'\.7e there as a retired person. I'm a little leery about it.
.51de f;om that, we  say this house, then what else? Nobody
is telling you this, but we know this. I've come from Brooklyn,
I kpow what happens to beautiful neighborhoods, not that I'm
saying anything. People run and leave. They're scared. And
we'ye paid money, we've developed this Yovely area. I can’t
believe-- I don't know how you selected such a-- it seems to
be a silly place to put people who need to be in areas where
there's something going on. I mean, we have to take the car
to go here, we have to take the car to go there. I know there
are going to be buses and little station wagons with people
I can't even envision it. You haven't
really educated us, you haven't told us what to expect. You're
saying this is it, take it or leave it. That's not fair. We've
worked so hard to save enough money to buy those houses, to pay
for our-- whatever it is-- our mortgages, and we're fearful.
Now conform-- I don't know-- have little children in this place.
Can you do something like that? Can you tell us, well, this
is what it's going to be? And five years from now when the

coming and going.

State Department leaves, something
Have you visited this place to see
-- I have pictures-- it's a pretty
in front, a lawn, stairs, a little
keep somebody from running out and
I don't know. Are we going to all

Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski:
further, would you tell us who

you

Mrs. Halikias:

"wait a minute.

"I'm Mrs. Halikias.

else doesn't come in here.
what it's like? 1It's a very
little frame house, nothing
parking lot. How do you
doing something? How?

put fences around our house?

Before we go any
are?"

We live diagonally
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across from this house. T live diagonally across."

Supervisor Janoski: "Could you spell that for us please?"

Mrs. Halikias: "H-A-L-I-K-I-A-S. I own the house."

Supervisor Janoski: "Okay. I just wanted that on the
record. Go right ahead."

Mrs. Halikias: "Okay. And I appreciate what I've heard
here. For the gentleman, I really-- we don't have this hatred
for people who don't manage. We understand that people get old
and cannot take care of their children. I know all too well.

I have a niece who's 21. I don't know what she's going to do
when her mother and dad can't take care of her. But, we under-
stand. But I think if you hold it within somehow, there is a
better place. I know it. Seriously, please, look in your
hearts to find another place and to accept it. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Way in the back."”

Bob Lohneiss: "Bob Lohneiss, Trout Brook Lane. Tonight's
hearing is the third that I'm aware of dealing with the location
of residences for developmentally disabled individuals. All
three concerning residents in the eastern part of the Town of
Riverhead. I understand that the hearing has been somgwhat
confrontational with comments from the public questionlng the
wisdom of the state of New York and its decisions rggardlng the
location of these residences. Given this history, 1t.seems to
me that there could be a more rational and comprehen51ve.app;oach
in locating these residences. The Mental Hygiene Law which is
intended to direct the state in both the delivery of local.
services and their locations appears to encourage.COQperatlon
of local and state government through a partnership 1n the

determination of the need for and the allocation of those ser-
It would seem then that a joint effort between the state
the desired results for both the

specifically with a comprehensive

approach, government could locate services in those pui}dlngs
nzgding éhysical rehabilitation. This would result 1n 1mpgove
ments to existing housing, betterment of nelghborhoods,lgn i
o
ici 111 ' f your state funds. It wou se
m ficient utilization O . ' voul
tgr;eeihat there exists numerous alternative sites within the

vices. .
and the Town could achieve

agency and our community.
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Town which are in need of rehabilitation and which must seriously
be considered by the state and the Town. In summary, the
residents of Trout Brook Lane fail to see the partnership between
the state and the community in this process. Why not use this

as an opportunity for the state to play a positive role in our
neighborhood communities. Thank youl "

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. 1Is there anyone else
wishing to address the Town?"

Robert Lopez: "I'd just like to make a comment after that.
Regretfully, I've heard a number of comments about the home just
being selected and I must comment here. Our office has consistentl:
offered out a hand to the municipalities throughout Long Is}and.
We have offered it in writing, we have offered it in certlf}ed
mail, and we have offered it at every public hearing my office
has attended. We leave tonight like we've left every other
meeting. Any municipality that wants to work with our rgglonal
office, we will gladly sit down with them, anytime, evening
meeting, afternoon meeting, morning meeting. Prior to gotlf}ca—
tion, in any given year, we will sit with you, and we will sit
with any municipality that wishes to work with us, provide a
site selection committee, and to make alternate 51Fes.' Etris
the intention of our office to work in a partnership with all
municipalities That has been our policy for many, many years.

- . . irit of the law to work
And it's not only the letter but the spir .

g 4 it 3 hip we desire. That being
' ration, and it is a partnership i
S ' that I mentioned earlier.
said, we still have a tremendous need a pe .

1,000 families on Long Island who are wailting or
N g ' ' ite the letters, we will
homes for their children. We will write

' ‘ hand in partnership and
etings, we will extend our
. piagutioe meand ge’will continue to develop homes throughout

But our hand is always out there to help thfeth
e in the community to workdcoopeiaiigii{a:ély

. . ! 0OsS r
the people who reside 1n the commun;Z£ 2; ﬂeTp. S8 P by
e thef?oiiumiii ?:geiiio;? gur efforts have alwayg ?een
stregs s 12 gt's not a secret that we're out.herg, }t S
stralghtforwaih;t there are needs. And we recognize 1t s T
not.a e We continually offer ourselves 1n renewa '
delicate procgss.to meet with you and to look at.other alternative
5 communlty- very clear that alternative sites are a ket
sites,k.)l Thetizzelgf hearings such as these. The Town of Riverhea
possible ou

cooperation,
Long Island.
persons who 11iv
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1s to be commended. They have offered alternative sites. Our
agency has in good faith evaluated them in the past. Where
those homes were determined inadequate to meet the specific
needs of the proposed homes, we unfortunately had to decline
those. 1In those instances where the homes were identified as
being capable of meeting the needs of a proposed site, we
accepted them. Again, 1n the spirit, the letter and the spirit
of the law. So I just would really hope that people who leave
here tonight, know of the sincerity of the Long Island DDSO to
work cooperatively with the community."

Evette Milliner: "I also would like to respond if there's
time. I've wanted to talk with Mrs. Halikias. I think we've
spoken on the telephone, not to talk with you, but to answer
some of your fears and, really, I speak with no arrogance at
all. I am involved with developing group homes throughout
Nassau and Suffolk County. Bob Ball is involved with the pro-
gram part of it. We put nobody into the community that would
be of harm to themselves or to anybody else. In addition, the
staff in this house are there 24 hours a day. We really care
about what we're doing. We care about the relatives Qf all of
you who will some day, be looking for homes, becagse if you want
to know where they're going to live, SO that the%r parents could
either live or die at least 1n peace, they gre going to come
to us some day and we're going to put them 1gto an arga where
all of us would like to live. We are not doing anyth%ng to
harm children. I'm a grandmother. I know-- I mean ; m not
going to get into a discussion. Whgt I want to say 1is zhat
these people have staff, the staff is Fhere 24 hogrs i :{. y
Nbbody will be walking—=ram I saying Tight== in & E s ;eai:i y
themselves. They are profoundly retarded. Don't emE r neéds
In face, think in your mind enat WhoE YN, % ere’s going to
somebody, they will come.tg us gn : i S

because the waiting list 1S VEIYy. very g. . -
ani :gﬁeto have any fears. And you have mydnzmbiiéweitaiy4gg
6102. Call me in the office. I will be gla o

your questions.”

nIs there anyone who has not spoken

Supervisor Janosk1: S aniege s

who wishes to address the Board?

ny'm Dan Pierce, I live at 1 Trout Brook

Dan Pierce: that I have nothing against the

taiia.  And I justiwant ©o S4Y
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leks that need additional help in housing and additional help
with living, but I would like to point out the excellent job our
elected officials did here, and their showing that Riverhead
already does its share. We are helping and we are doing it.

I'd 1like to see the rest of the towns on the east end take some
of that responsibility. That's all I have to say."

Supervisor Janoski: "Thank you. Is there anyone else who
has not spoken who wishes to address the Board? You are back
by popular demand."

Stuart Tobin: "Having heard a very eloquent speech by this
gentleman here regarding cooperation with the municipality, I
would like Mr. Stark to pose his question again about coopera-
tion prior to picking up 30 Trout Brook Lane as a home."

Councilman Stark: "I really can't accept that last speech
that he made because I really, truly believe if you had come
to this Town and said, look, we want to propose a second home,
I don't believe there's anybody again in this room, including
myself, and I have handicapped people 1in my family, not immediate
but in cousins. We will do everything in our power as a Town
Board and through our staff, the Supervisor's staff, Community
Development, planning, wherever it may be, the Towg Attorney's
office, to make the transition of adjustment in th}s Town SO
smooth, that you will never have a hearing lige thigs I th%nk
Mr. Lohneiss gave an extremely good poin? tonight. We are 1n
the process of trying to rehabilitate this Town. We are a poor
Town. We have the lowest tax base of anybody-ln the 10 Towns
of Suffolk County. We could use the coopergtlon.of the state
through your agency, to rehabilitate homes in this T?wn gid »
bring them up to your standards and the gtandards we'd like to
S im bhe Town.  So, again, the only thing I have-- and the
only complaint I have-- is you seek cooperation. You sayhyou
want to have cooperation, but I‘have never ever seen anytllgg
in correspondence on my desk prior to somebody say%ng, w;eier
going to put a group home at sgch and such a locazlon. o e
have and you're already on option Or contract. I tyou éu gt
and said, look, we're looking for a home, I guaran eeczn ;e—
find you a place. We'll find you a location Eha; we T
habilitate. And everybody e % e T 032 nearer to
plus, the home that we rehabilitate. The pegpheti s ghat
the plus. But I don't see that. You come wit e
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(inaudible) is going to be there. Yes, it's going to be there.
But it doesn't have to be there if you cooperate with us prior
to your arrival. And I guarantee you if you give me notifica-
tion of it, we will cooperate, at least myself, 100 percent.
And I think this community will, too, because we're a very co-
operating community. Thank you."

Robert Lopez: "My office welcomes that offer of cooperation.”

Councilman Stark: "Well, then, return it by calling us."

Robert Lopez: "I will certainly do that and see that you
are carbon copied on all correspondence relating to such
matters."

Councilman Stark: "Yes. Thank you."

Supervisor Janoski: "Does anyone else wish to addregs the
Town Board? That being the case, we will close the Hearing.
Let me just thank you all for taking part in this Hearing, and
for the admirable way which you have presented your thoughts
to the Board and to the representatives of the state._ The Town
has-- in the past has taken a position of oversaturation. That
is always the position which 1is taken because we know too well
the number of social programs which are hqused in the Town of.
Riverhead. And we know all too well tbe impact of thét location.
Failing to make a case for oversaturation, the Town W1l} miie
recommendations of alternate sites. It seems to me logically
that the first thing that you do is thgt you make your Ease
with the one provision for oversaturation, the Pado;in Ztive
And if that is rejected, then you take the second altern

which is to suggest an alternativg lqcatlon. .i? Iaiﬁazgoziu
for participating. After gll, this 18 ?hatI i oi e uncém-
Thank you very much for being here. It's, 1 2 ,Our i
fortable to be on the hot seat, and 1 appreclate y p

Hearing closed: 9:00 p.m.




