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Minutes of a Budget Hearing held i h 
Wednesday, October 19, 1938 at 7: 30 P.M. n t e Town Hall on 

Present: 

Dennis G. Homan, Supervisor 

Henry M. Zale ac i 
Joseph V. Kelly 
Austin H. Warner 
Fred H. Boutcher, Justices of the Peace. 

Seth A. Hubbard, Town Attorney and Myron c. Young, Supt. 
of Highways were present. 

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING 

. PLEASE TAKE NoriCE, that the Annual Estimate of the Town 
of R1verhead has been completed Elld filed in the Office of the Town 
Clerk a nd that a hearing for the review thereof will be held at the 
Town Hall on Second Street and Roanoke Avenue, in said Town on the 
19th day of October, 1938 at 7:30P.M. 

Proof of Publication of the above notice pursuant to law was 
subr1i tted to the Board and ordered placed on file. 

Supervisor Homan called the meeting to order and gave an 
e~lanation of the tentative budget as a whole, making many recomen­
dations and especially reoo IIDD9 nding that Item No 1, Town Board be 
redu ced from $1700.00 to $300.00 thereby eliminating a full time Town 
Attorney. 

Mr. Reg~nald C. Smith addressed the Board in regard to the 
position of Town Attorney, being a former Town At1orney himself, 
he brought to the attEntion of the Board many things that came before 
him dur ing his term of of f1. ce and firmly believed that he earned 
$1200.0~ per year. He further stated that the affairs of Town 
government are continually becomming more complicated, that the Town 
Board needs legal advise before making decisions and arged the Board 
to consider carefully the need of a Town Attorney. 

Justice ZaleSki addressed the Board stating that he fully 
realized the purpose of this meeting and that it is his sincere 
~urpose to save money, yet, it is pass ible we may save pennies and 
lose dollars. He further stated that as an Attorney on the Board 
he is always ready to be of service in legal matters, however, it is 
his honest opinion that any governing body whether it be Federal, 
State or Town needs advice of Counsel in making vi tal decisions and 
that he thinks it folly to make any reduction in Item No 1, Town Board. 

1~. J. Leo Saxstein addressed the Board inquiring WhY the 
Town Attorney could not have handled the legal matter Y~ertaining to 
the condeuing of the shell fish of Peconic Bay. The &aue&was 
explained to him. 

The Board then decided to vote on each item of the E:ti~te 
separately. It was suggested that if the reduction of Item o ' 



Town Board, r~om $1700.00 to $300.00 was to be voted upon it would 
be wiser to f1rst vote on the question of whether or nat the Board 
wishes to retain a Town Counsel for the ensuing year. 

A roll call was ordered upon the ~estion of whether or not 
to retain a Tom Attorney for the ensuing year as follawrs. Justice 
zalesk i, Yes, Justice Kelly, Yes, Justice Warner, No, Justice Boutcher 
No and Su12 rvisor Homan, No. Total Vote Yes 2, No 3. The question 
or retaining a Town Attorney for the Ensuing year was defeated. 

Mr. Reginald C. Smi'th addressed the Board calling to tba ir 
attention Section 24 of the Town Law, that a Town Attomey when 
appointed, shall hold office until the first day of January 1940. 

On motion made by Justice Warner and seconded by Justice Boutcher 
it was Resolved that the afbresaid vote to eliminate the office of 
Town Atto mey be and the same is hereby rescinded. The Resolution was 
adopted by the unanimous vote of the Board. 

On motion made by Justice Kelly and seconded by Justice Zaleski 
it was Resolved that the salary of the Town Attomey be left at $1200.00 
per annum. The Vote, Justices Zaleski, Kelly, Warner and Boutcher, Yes, 
Supervisor Homan, No. Total Vote, Yes 4, No 1. The Resolution was 
thereupon declared duly adopted. 

On mot ion made by Justice Kelly and seconded by Justice Zaleski 
it was Resolved that the expense account in Item No 1, Town Board be 
left at ~500.00. The Vote Justices Zaleski and Kelly, Yes, Justice 
Warner and Boutcher, No. Supervisor Homan, No. The Resolution was 
thereupon declared defeated. 

Supervisor Homan ad vised the taxpayers present that the meeting 
was open to discussion and anyone w1 shing to be heard was at liberty 
to do so. 

1~ . Benjamin £,erepinski addressed the Board stating that hereto­
fore any objections ~ the budgets have been ignored so why make any, 
however he stated that in his opinion the salary of $1800. 00 for a 
Justice of the Peace was too mch as that position allowed a ~rson to 
work at his regular occuiB tion. He fUrther stated that he has owned 
a piece of property for H~ years and that his taxes during that time 
has increased tremendously. 

Mr. J. Leo saxstien inquired as to the 1 tem of salary of Clerk 
to Supervi EO r in Item No 3. Supervisor Homan explained that heretofore) 
tha:t Clerk hire was put in a lump sum in the Miscellaneous Item No 9 
but that this year it was broken down and placed in the various 
departzn.en ts • 

Justice Warner addressed the Board and recoUlii2nded that the salary 
or the Su:p3rvisor be reduced to $3600.00 per year. 

"""" h was previeusly in of t'1 ce 
Supervisor Homan stated that wuen e w he is 

~s Su~ rv1 sor, he did refund a pll"t of :i~ s~i:r~pi~~~nn~f he does 
iompelled to be on duty at all t imesthen fuln 1 amount or his salary. 
~ustice to the office he is earning 8 

Justice Warner stated that it that is the case be reels that the 



tio between the Supa rvisor' s salary and the Justices salary is 
t, further stating that the Supa rvi. sor has a clark and can call 
the various committees at all times. 

Suparvisor Homan replied that all de:pe.rtments are ready and 
ing to help one another when called upon, which is a very fine feeling 
which cannot help but make the functioning of Town Government more 

ic i en t. 

The fact was broug1lt out that once a salary is fixed, it 
tomatically stays until the term of that ot'ficial expires and can only 
voluntarily reduced by the ct'ficial himself. 

Mr. Eugene Ruland addressed the Board, stating that the Town Board 
s their own salaries and what good does it do for us to say anything. 
ver , in bis opinion the salary of the SuJ2 rvisor is all right and 
any full tiln3 official is not being over paid, but he feels that the 

tices of the Peace are receiving too much for the reason that they can 
t as J u stice of the Peace and also carry on their ~ivate business 
thout much dif'fi cul ty. 

J u st ice Warner then stated that in his opinion the Justices 
~ies should be voluntarily reduced $300.00 each, and sug~sted that 

e Justices work should be equally divided between all Justices and that 
rtain t imes be fixed for each Justice to be on call, thereby eliminating 

Justi ce doing more than the otl::e r. He further stated that during 
is term of office he has never failed to come down to Police Headquarters 

called. 

J u s tice Kelly addressed the Board, stating that there has been 
bi cke ring and petty tactics going on in the meeting, and in his 

inion justice '" and common sense should be used in deciding questions 
this nature. He was definitely opposed to any salary reduction for 
felt t hat if all public of'ficials do justice to their jobs and are 

sincere in their purpose, none are being over paid. He further state~ 
that eaah day during his term of of'fice, he has given freel¥ of his tliiB, 
that there is not a day goes by when he does not have from .l to 5 persons 
seeking advice or information of some sort! He sets a_ rt an hour each 
day at his home for just such work. Hardly a day goes by when he does 
not come to Police Headquarters to see what is going on and ~W 'f~ 
record shows that he has handled 66% of the work during the • 
He felt that he has conscientiously earned his salary of $1800,00 per 
Year and has core to that concl usi.on after carefully considering the 
matter . 

Mr . Lester Emmett of Wading River addressed the Board stating that 
a:t a repr e sentative meeting at Wading River ccmposed of both Republicans 

Democrats, the question of salaries of Town of'fi c ials was discussed 
that the meeting was a~ost unanimous to the effect that no salaries 

reduced and it was their opinion that every Town Of'f'i cial who does 
Usti ce t o his position earns his salary. 

Mr . Elias H. Avram of Riverhead addressed the Board stating that 
8 meeting was ~rimarily called to hear those pe rsons in favor or 
inst any item or items pla cad in the budget • He f'el t that there w~s 

or self ish motive in anyones mind relative to the reductions of' salarles 
the Jus tice of the Peace. No one knoWf!s the impDrtance and duties of' 



a Just ice of the Peace as well as a practicing Attorney especi ll 
one like himself who has pract~s~d. 1~ for over 30 years. He ~utlined 
briefly the duties and respons1bll1t1es of a ~ustice and stated that 1 
hiS opinion a ~ustice of the Peace if anything was underpaid. n 

~ust ice Zaleski stated that if the three ~us ti ces refunded 
.00 apiece and the. SuJB rvisor refunded .,p400.00, making a total refund 

"1600.00 per year, 1t muld reduce the taxes only 12 cents for each 
.00 assessed valuation. 

Mr . Benjamin Cze repinski addressed the Board stating that every 
little reduction counted. 

Mr . ~ohn Mundo addressed the Board stating that there is no 
objections to the two items of Schools and Police, but that he felt that 
the Police Item should be broken down to show how the money is spent. 
It is only fair to the taxpayers. 

SUJE rvisor Homan stated that he is in favor of a $600.00 reduction 
in the Police Item. 

No one else wishing to be heard at this time, Sup3rvisor Homan 
thanked those taxpayers for at tending the nee ting and declared the 
nearing closed. 

The atter of trucks loaded with cauliflower conjesting Osborne 
Ave. in the vicinity of the Rail Road freight yard waiting to be unloaded 
was discussed by the Board and referred to the Police Committee. 

There being no further business on motion and vote the neeting 
adjourned to meet on Wednesday October 26, 1938 at 2:00 P.t~. 


