
d inutes of a Special Meeting of t..~ e Town Board of the Town of 
Riverhead held in the Town Hall on :onday June 19, 1939 at 8:00 P. r. 

Present: 

Dennis G. Homa n, Supervisor 

Henry M. Za les..'l(i, 
Joseph V. Kelly, 
Fred H. Boutche r, Jus tices of t he Peace. 

Les ter 11 . En:nnett, Town Attorney and Lyron C. Young , Supt. of 
Highways were present • 

3upervisor Homan called the mee ting to order and expla ined that 
the rr.ee t ing was called to d iscuss the p a r k ing situation in the business 
sec tion of the Town of Riverhe ad a nd advise d that anyone who wished, 
could be he ard on the subject a t this time. 

r .. :r . Fred J. Alexander , President of the Kiwanis Club of Riverhead 
addressed the Boa rd and expla ined in d e t a il the pa rking situa tion as it 
now ex i ats, pointing out the difficulties of parking ca rs and the 
traffic hazza rds which the present parking s ituation c r ea tes, a nd 
fur ther s tated that if business expects to grow and i f t he Town wants 
to invi t e new business and new people, surely somethin.r. :n.ust be cbne 
in re f a rd to our pa rkinp facilities. He advised the Board t hat he 
be ca:::ne inte rested in this matter only throuP-h Civic pride a nd service, 
and tha t on last Thursday evening he attended a meeting of various Civic 
minded pe ople representing the Rotary Club, iil!lerican Legion, 7lomans 
Club , r arden Club, :>ound Avenue Grange and t he Kiwanis Club and re quested 
that a copy of the minutes of that meeting be read. 

Ur. George Cushman read the minutes of the aforesaid neeting as 
follows ; 

.Unutes of Joint Meetin g of Pa rking Area Committees of the Kiwanis 
Rotary Club, ··roman's Club, Garden Club, .American Leg ion, and 
a ve nue Grange, held at 8:00 P.M., June 15th, 1939. 

The Leeting was called to order by H.R. Talmage mo called for the 
elect i on of a Chairman and Secretary. Upon motion duly made and seconded, 
F.G. lexander was elected Chairman and George Cushman Secretary. 

Chairman Alexander read a statement from Attorney R.C. Smith which 
set f orth a pDocedure by m ich it was thought the important parking 
Problem confronting Riverhead Tom could be solved. :r. H.R. Talmage 
Was asked to read a resolution prepared by Attorney Smith to be presented 
to the Town Board which petitions the Board to acquire an area recommended 
there in for a parking space. 

Upon motion by r:r. H.R. Talmage and seconded by !vtr. Walter F. 
L~ce , it was voted that those present sign the petition for the Organiza­
tlons they represented, and urge it's adoption at the Special Meeting 
or the Town Board to be held June 19th, 1939 • 

. ~. L.Y. Robinson being the sole negative vote stated that he was 
0PPosed to the question on two grounds. First, that it did not go :tar 



/ 
/ 

enouf~ that is, that property should be acquired on both oides of 
the Pe conic River from Peconic Avenue to l: .. cDennott Avenue and that a 
park be laid out with roads, etc., which \'Ould doubtless alleviate 
anY proble~ of parkin?· Second; that he doubted that any parking 
problem ex1sted and tnat he favored congestion in that it would tend 
to de ve lop other areas in the town as business districts. Upon the 
above grounds he declined to sign t h e petition. 

Chairman Alexander spoke o f the seriousness of the problem and 
the t i meliness of joint action and urged all Organizations to be at 
the Town Board t :eet ine , .Tune 19th, 1939. 

The !.Ie eti ng adjourned. 

George Cuahman, Secretary. 

~petition signed by representatives of the Rotary Club, 
Kiwanis Club, ~oman's Club, Garden Club, American Le ~ion, Sound Avenue 
Grange and Brookfield Grange was submitted to the Tom Board, petition­
in them to call a special election of the electors of the Town of 
Riverh ead and at said election submit to the electors the proposition 
for a c quirine the land therein described for a parking space, public 
park and other suitable Tov.n pu:r})oses. The petition was placed on file. 

A comnnmication addressed to Mr. Henry R. Talmage from the 
Goldy Realty Co. Inc., was r ead in regard to !Rrking space in the 
rear of their property opposite the Capital Theater on I1~ in St., 
stating that they are willing to co-operate in any manner for the 
betterment of the ToVIIl. The Communnication was placed on file. 

VIr • .T. Leo Saxstien inquired if the Committee has asked the 
variou s property ot:ners what they muld take for their properties. 

Mr. George Cushman advised th a t a year or so a go when the 
diffe r ent parking Committees in conjunction vii th a Town Board Committee 
were working on the matter, various properties in tha t vicinity could 
be ob t ained by lease for a nominal price, however he felt that if 
those various property owners rould allow the Tovm to use the properti'es 
in question without charge for a period of four years for a parking 
field , there is no doubt but what public favor muld be strong in 
urgi ng the Board to ac ~uire the said property for a permanent parking 
field . 

t:r. Fred .T. lexander re quested the Board ·. to ask those present 
for t heir opinion as to the necessity of n:ore parking facilities. 
He s o'~ of the possibilities of the River front, the Yacht Clu~ and 
t he O%i. g of boats if the land was developed into a parking field. 

Supervisor Homan spoke of the possibility of buildi~g a 
County road over the Peconic River from Peconic Avenue to l ... cnermott 
Ave . He advised that he had spoken to the Supervisor of Southampton 
concerning the proposition and asked far his cooperation in the 
matter, further stating that the project could be bui~t from the 
·ot or Vehicle fUnds received by the two Towns. If th1s could be 
accomplished, he stated it would nat only provide adequate parking 
facilities but open up new properties and be a great benefit to 

both Toms. 



:.:rs. M.N. Armnarm addressed the Board stating that she felt 
it v.ould be too difficult and expensive to acauire the properties 

as outlined by the Supervisor. She further stated that she spoke in 
behalf of the oman's Club and that they approved of the aforesaid 
ti tion submitted to the Board. 

r.Ir . Henry R. Talmage addressed the Board, stating that last year 
n the various committees were working on the matter of acquiring 
prope rties for a parking area, everyone was sympathetic with the 

a , however they were unable to obtain suitable roadways in and out of 
prope rty, consec;uently the matter was held in abeyance for a while. 

s year the committees have wne at it in a different way. He stated 
the park ing situation is going to be a pe r:nanent problem if 

ethin@.' is not done in the near future. He approved of the Supervisor's 
ggestion of wilding a highway along Peconic River, however he did not 

how easily this could be obtained, but in any event, he stated that 
Riverhe ad needs all the parking areas it can possibly obtain. He pointed 

at le ngth to the Bourd of the necessity of acting as soon as possible 
this important --~ uest ion for the benefit and growth of the vh ole Town. 

i· :r . J. Leo Saxstien, Attorney representing I:r . Sylvester Cavanaro 
ssed the Board and reviewed the parking situation in the Town, calling 

ntio n to several ways in which to rolve the parking problem, such 
parking meters, more rigid parking regulations and possibl¥ better 
lopment of our present parking areas. He stated that there are other 
ert ics in the Town besides the area proposed in the aforesaid petition. 

further stated that he did not feel that the present parking emergency 
as great as it is made out. 

The re being no one else vnshing to be heard at this time, Supervisor 
thanked those ~resent for their interest in the matter and assured 

tha t the Tovm Bdlard would consider the matter very carefully and do 
thing possible to solve the problem. 

uu:pe rvisor'\iZn7n:w~ructed by the Town Board to contact all 
erty owners ·:mo have sui table parking areas near the business section 

of the Town. 

comnunnication was read from the Wadin River Civic Association 
ue~ting the Board to prohibit parking on Sound Road between the north 

• ... r y of the property of Barnet Raffe and the Creek Road, on Oak Street, 
on Centra l ~venue and on the North oide Road between the hours of 9 A .. ~ . 
B.nd 6 P .~ . • in the months of June, July, Au st and September. 

. delegation from Wading River was present at the ne eting and ?Poke 
ln f avor of the above matter after \'lh i ch it was referred to the Pollee 
Committee, Highway Committee and the Supt. of Highways. 

There being no further business on motion and vote the nee ting 
adjounned . 


