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hinutes of a Public Hearing held by the Town Board of the Town
2rhead at the Town Hall, Riverhead, New York, on Monday,

esent :

James R. Stark, Supervisor

Victor Prusinowski, Councilman

Mark A. Kwasna, Councilman

James ‘B. Lull, Councilman

Otto Wittmeier, Councilman
- Present:

:ﬁ, Barbara Grattan, Town Clark1

- Robert Kozakiewicz, Town Attorney

;Shpervisor Stark called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and
" Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

'ugervisor Stark: "Thank you. Let the reccrd show that the
2:05 has arrived. Would the Clerk please read the notice of
Hearing." |

Public Hearing opened: 2:05 p.m.

ara Grattan: "I have affidavits of publishing and posting _

fiﬁ}ﬁblic-ﬂearingfto'be held at Riverhead Town Hall, Rive:head, New
a4t 2:00 p.m. on Monday, August 26, 1996, to hear all interested

B8 who wish to be heard regarding the consideration of a propesed

08w entitled A Local Law Requesting the New York State Legisla-

© Approve Legislation Permitting a Binding Referendum on the

f.., 0 of Peconic County in the Towns of East Hampton, Riverhead,

| Pelter Island, Southampton, and Southold and regulrlng a four-fifths
"ﬁ f the Town Board of the Town of Riverhead.

e isor stark: °I would request anyhody who would like ko

:;toda?'s Public Hearing, please to register outside and I

art to call up the speakers who have already registered so
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e have your name and address. Without objection of the Board,
rantham, you're the first one on the list." '

1;}gCaryl Grantham: "I'm Dr. Caryl Grantham and I live at 4146
Avenue, Riverhead. I know in this day of growing complexity
12 vast duties imposed as times change our whole area of govern-
I welcome any review and hopefully reform of the structures of
iment we face. I would submit, however, that we have locked at
hole question of county-- efficient county government. 1 was
ved when this effort was made back in the late fifties and

28. We had just come back from California, my husband and I,
were in New York but we had already built a weekend home here
irst thing I knew, I was involved in the guestion of the

lon or updating of so called county government.

e il

;%A¢7that day, comprised of a Board of Supervisors and a Secretary
ever his title is, I don't remember because I don't-- at this
I don't have it. But, anyway, this was the (inaudible) ameng
,ﬂhiﬁgs,-very helpful. I was involved with thig, I did not serve
® charter commission which was appointed and had a cross section
"interests and many organizations. It was also a major

time for me because I had reached a point of selecting a
for my doctorate in history, local history, and political

)2 and at that point there had been nine efforts and four years
in trying to come to some solution of the problem of what to
it Suffolk County. And in, normally I don't like to read a

h but I would like to read you just the beginning of this study
8¢ it says it in very succinct language what was the conditions

> day.

'"felk County voters adopted a new form of government‘for their
_.bfnﬂavember 4, 1958. The need for change had been widely

ed for four years. After World War II a great “a“?'Qf e
atlon (inaﬁdible) which soon became the fastest growing ;ounty
}ﬁﬁateﬁaf New York. The US census listed 197,355 inhabitante
0, Lilco's estimate for January 1, 1960 was 635,217.

Guiding this enormous growth created serious prcplems_for |

| Gavernment . Not only did it have to serve @are pecple, but
tate and federal governments required the county to perform

W functions in such fields as health, we}fare, publ}c‘wcrks,
portation, county planning. Suffolk’s et e i i
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was simply not equal to the task. They had no (inaudible)

8hip and responsibility for the entire county to focus. It was
ed by a Board of Supervisors, with one Supervisor elected from

f the 10 towns. They were recsponsible for administering the

' affairs but they also had to run their own governments at the

11 counties were originally created by the legislature as

ible) subdivisions of the state and the approval of the legisla-
)as required for any change in the form of government in the
‘within its jurisdiction. - |

n 1954, the Board of Supervisors appointed a committee to
alternative forms of government available to the charter-- to
iuﬁty under existing law. None of these appeared to be entirely
sfactory and in the following year efforts were made to write a

; i.e., a state law setting forth in broad outline a new form
ty government, especially for this county, Suffolk. 1In all,
ifferent versions of the proposed new charter were prepared in
and 1957 and all failed for one reason Or another.

onvinced that these failures were due primarily to a lack of
 interest and participation, a group of public spirited citizens
gether in the summer of 1957 and formed the Suffolk County

ng Charter Committee. With expert assistance and the full

ffiﬂh of the press and a large number of citizens organizations
rafted a charter which with some modifications, among them

an elected executive head, received the approval of the Board
ervisors, the legislature, the governor, and, most of all, the
ty of the voters in Suffolk County.

, then, also chose as my topic-- a history, a PQlitical history
iffolk County and it was 1683 to 1958, and the reason for doing
as that you have to in selecting the kind of (inaudible) you

0 make a contribution-- an original contribution, to the body
ible). It may be a pinhead, as some PQOP;e pay, but 1 felt
ngly that perhaps here was an opening to (inaudible) this
dible) of better government for Suffolk was not agswaxed_
Nine trys, and it did not pass that flqal 1959 glectlon"thgt we
draft this thesis perhaps for a public educaticnal program

it was done.
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eg;_I, through the years, have had no reason-- facing most of the
mblems we face-- to think we did not do a good job. 1 want to

| . out to you some of the major issues that I have been involved
it most of all the nuclear issue. For 10 years of my life, I was
f® only citizen in this town that sat on that administrative board,
{¢ State board. If it hadn't been for the resources of Suffolk
funty-- if it hadn't been for them, with all the intimidation that
§® face and all the power that we faced and all the money that was
{®olved, I doubt if we could have won it.

I only submit to you today, one of the facts that we made
f'ident at that time when there were four nuclear plants in
ffinecticut, all of which this very day are off line, that were also
{'t8in the 20 mile range for us and it posed a very vital question
‘the residents of Suffolk County and certainly the east end. I
=like to hope that whatever changes come, we still have a short
“We still have access to such (inaudible). I gave you another
{*ident where eastern Suffolk was brought in screaming and yelling
20ut the community college. One of your esteemed Supervisors, I
'gﬂ“t name him but he was on the east end, said at one of the hear-
%88 I attended, by the way my husband and I are very active in that
ffort, said look, if you build a foundation, you sooner or later
e to put a structure con it. He 1is now gone, there are all kinds
§® 3ccolades to him but the Suffolk County Community College has
|*0me on of the great jewels of the Suffolk County government.

'ﬁ{i:also bring to you another issue, the naad'for fresh water,

® need for better planning. If it hadn't beea_fﬂr the resources
{ the county when we needed it, I very fairly think that we could
|* have done the things that we try to do in the public interest.

fﬁﬁ&;now I sounded a number of pecople in important places and I

[ink Mr. Stark will confirm this. We need some long range planning
I traffic. 1In this complex society where narrow boundaries and
J™l jurisdictions are not enough, I hope this proposal-- I know
I®'fe facing (inaudible) but they say in this rather (inaudible)
“ttle piece that-- all right-- the Peconic County means a smaller
Q"ﬁ efficient government. East enders are presently supporting--
ﬁﬁﬁm you so much-- are presently supporting a county of 10,000
_;_Hﬂ@yeas, Peconic County will be much smaller, 8¢0~-"requ1re less
I ™ees. peliver the services as it needs more efficiently and so

and so on.
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§ @ Well, I pay as much taxes as anyone. I'm not convinced to go
":;to a board appointed by this-- Board of Supervisors with their
-~ whatever your title wants to be-- is necessarily the answer.
ery leery of a referendum where there is so little information
vailable outside of a few selective services. At this point I

ld not be prepared to vote for it. I to hope that such a profound
§*®cision which this is and I again tell you that if we don't face an
§@swer, an overall answer, an area wide answer to transportation--
liere's only one example, we're in for big trouble.

Thank you very much."

Supervisor Stark: "Thank you, Caryl. Bobby? Former Councilman
he Town of Riverhead, Robert Pike." Author and many other things."

. Robert Pike: "Members of the Board, members of the public. ' My
18 Robert Pike, and I live at 138 Ostrander Avenue, Riverhead.
most of you who know me, know I really live on the bay known as
®%0nic, And the guestion that arises today is about the lands and
--mﬁrnments that surround that body of water that I love so much.

And so in recent weeks when this qguesticon came to a head and the
#bate began, I took it upon myself to read the entire financial
®udy that I just put into the record with Barbara and I did that
I a couple of reasons. I agree with Dr. Grantham that something
”huqh and momentus and as important as this 1s the sort of thing
I ™8 ought to be done with very, very deep analysis with time to
k it through and with the availability of something as
isticated as that analysis. '

| Now in my current-- one of my current jobs, I get to look at
M%posals and business plans all the time and this 1s‘bas1cally a
Jorly sophisticated look at it. And anytime you go into a new
Merprise or look at something on a business basis, you basically
%8 not only looking at the end result, the numbers, and the numbers
'%?#‘ are quite impressive, they are guite important. But you will
Ways have to look at and challenge the assumptions on which they
'%'fmsed, because when you are speculating about the future: you
Bsarily make a series of very important and.ve;y profound
Umptions. And I have tried-- I'm a fairly skeptical person, I
tried very hard to say, to challenge what is in that financial
ility study and find one thing that I think is absolutely




lgﬁﬁminutes__ . e . 771

undly wrong, and I don't. And I would like to encourage every-
who wants to talk about this, who wants to debate this, to take
not as the bible, but as the beginning. Not as the way it will

t one way of looking at it. And the most important thing that
‘out of that is that that's not the result. But it does indicate
it is definitely possible to structure a new county, Peconic
ity, at a substantial savings with enough headrcom in the finances
structure it exactly the way we would like to have it structured

A the particular things that you want to see in it and still save

For me personally, even if it costs the same amount, the result
gome out with is instead of having 12% of the (inaudible) of
Bty affairs, the people of the county of Peconic would have 100%

e voice of county affairs. And if you can do that at the same
ﬁhat’s a bargain to me. If you can do it for less, it's a
ntial win-win situation that deserves serious analysis.

‘would encourage everybody who is interested about (inaudible)
thing, to read it and to lend their own ideas and their own
enges to the analysis-- to the premise it's based on.

Today we are faced with a relatively simple guestion, which is
ler that debate should continue with a deadline, with a focus,
“h the ability to have everybody who has an opinion about this,

] it (inaudible) a day in which the people speak in a way that
body understands in a democracy, probably the most important
people of a democracy understand that is at the ballot box.

. In a final analysis, the gquestion is simple. Does the County
SUffolk have the absolute essential requirement for government

l 3ln consent of the governed. Does it? It's a very simple

B0n. And if not, how then will we break today from the |
Wtical bonds that have attached us to this government in the past?

i tharet < ink it's a worthy question. 1 think it is the
it lhzggzizn :212 democracy and 1 would ask the Town Board to
Support this with your positive ?ote t§day that when you pull
to a head, you do what a much derided King of England had

ler the guts nor the wisdom nor the fq:es;gh;_t?.dqf tQNSIQPIY
he question, do I have the consent of the gﬂverﬂfd?' And I hope
F1ll ask the gquestion and you will get an answer .
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-8-perVLsor Stark: "Ladies and gentlemen, I would ask you to
in from applause. We are here for a specific reason. The next
e: will be Bill Roberts. Bill, I thought I saw you out there."

_luﬁcbertsz "My name is Bill Roberts, Cliff Way, Baiting

. Suffolk County is too big. It does not serve the needs of
yits residents. The western portion is devoted to industry
eing a bedroom community for the city of New York. The eastern
lon which prides itself on independence, is leaning more towards
sm fishing, agriculture. Suffolk County saw fit not to place
ounty government in Riverhead, which was the seat of Suffolk

« Instead they have made it Hauppauge, the seat of western
County. :

They do not serve us. We pay taxes but we are not represented
em. Another thing I would like to point out, too, that if we
separated from Suffolk County, we would not have methadone

s being dumped in our midst, we would not have homeless people,
ould not have people being put intc single occupancy guarters
ible) Suffolk County might want to put these facilities into

& Neck, Brightwaters, Blue Point or Old Field. They will not
i€ to do it in Rlverhead or anyplace else of the four towns

:ng Peconic County."

Hﬁflrvisor_stark: "Phank you, Bill. Sherry?"

ﬁﬁ?fﬁx'Patteréon: "Good afterncon. Sherry Patterson, 3 Water-
ﬂ?ﬂ?ta Riverhead, New York." .

ervisor Stark: "If you just pay attention to that one on
that's the one that everybody can hear you.®

rry Patterson: "This one here? Okay. Thank you. The
"here is mot whether or not you agree with the concept of
County. 1I'm hard pressed to find why anyone would be opponed
Elvgrhead is supposed to be the county seat of Suffolk and
8% our beloved county give us? We have jails, eriminal
methadone clinics, social service and sewage. In other

We get despair and human waste.

you were elected by the

‘wou aentlemen were elected, TR
{1 o0 loion MeR Not the county officials,

of Riverhead. You work for us
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e state and its representatives. And as our elected officials,
;apla-thefright to chose their destiny, whatever it may be.

‘think the peoplé of Riverhead are intelligent encugh to chose
ture, and I hope you do, too. Thank you."

Supervisor Stark: "Thank you. This is part of that process,
. You have to go to a Public Hearing first. Bob DeLuca."

Bob DeLuca: "Good afternoon, Supervisor Stark?"

Supervisor Stark: "Did I pronounce that correctly?"”

b DeLuca: "Yes, you did.”"

Supervisor Stark: "Okay."

Bob DeLuca: "My name is Bob DeLuca and I live out on Philips

n Aquebogue. I've been in Riverhead town about 10 years. I've
a home about eight years. And I had the oppertunity to serve
e of the citizen advisory committees and so my comments really
'as'I.perscnally support the concept of Peconic'cQunty, 1
what I'm here to do today is to really ask you to simply go

d with the idea of letting more folks than a few of us who

‘on this committee decide. And I think that the prior speaker

d that also.

len I got involved in this, I was very interested in the issues

naudible) and cultural affairs and I've worked on a number of

ttees and I have to say that if I could speak for that entire

£ it is one of the most productive committees that I have worked
B ¢ o iavolved in this whole issue-- I got Jnvclyed in it

1 was very concerned about the limited rep;eaentatlcn the

of Riverhead and the east end really have with respect to

;uCounty governmeﬂt regarding the legislaturg and as you Know

'8nly get two votes out of the 18 that are cast 1R the legislature

M that can made a very difficult decision making in terms of

iting the east end.

in thig, there were a couple of things
I'm here to tell you that the
really came through in this

¢ when I got involved
was looking for and I guess
that I was looking for anyway
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- And one of them was that in order to put together this

e t that we all sort of waived around and asked people to read,

1 I hope folks will get to it, there needed to be competent out-

fiscal consulting and fiscal management. You know, it wasn't

ﬁ:fﬁr those of us who thought it was a good idea to sit down

come up with a bunch of numbers and ask everybody to go along
it. And the folks who were involved in this committee did a

_,'of actually getting competent ocutside fiscal consultants

uld be able to provide us with detailed analysis that the

: nnw has access to and I think that was goal number one.

'Hfﬁsecond goal that I was really interested in was the level

) those folks who were interested in this idea would actually
Ltﬂ~part1c1pate in the process. In other words, how much

lity would the citizens have in putting together this document

. can speak as living proof of somebody who was given pretty

he amount of energy and the influence into the process that I
d. I ended up co-chairing the committee. The folks on my

ttee had a lot of input with the financial consultants. There
Nine citizens advisory committees, with 100 participants. There
i technical advisory committee and there was a steering committee
Gontained elected representatives as well as people from
v1neyards, farmers, and so forth.

ﬁn@ s0 the issue of public participation was really brought
rd in this process. We had outside consultants, we had citizen

bation. And the next thing that I think everybody should be
ng . for if a wider circle of folks could get a look at this

nt and sort of weight in on what their point of view 1s. And
ally what folks are asking for who are asking you to support
ferendum is when all else fails, give democracy a shot and

ple just go into that and have the Qppmrtunxty to go. |1 very

port that.

sing, a couple of things. One of them
en we were working on an issue trying
Ive Robbins Island, which isn't in the Town of Riverhead but
?f is an eastern Long Island concern. And I was involved in
B ioh with a suffolk County legislator and during this dis-
on a local cable program, a legislator ?ald t°;m¢f listen,
plenty of islands out there. Why don't you just ?0 buy
obhet chea? And I realized st that moment tha: Lt was

id just briefly in clo
ut seven years ago wh
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t time to start thinking about how much the west end really knows
. who we are out here and if the vote count is 16 tc 2, that's
thing that certainly we should be concerned about. It may turn
hat nobody thinks that's an issue or after reading this they

t agree. But the bottom line is with all the work that's gone
this, the amount of public support that's gone into it, and the
t of governmental support for this document, I think it only

s sense for us to take the next logical step and to put this on
llot referendum and just let folks decide.

That's really where I'm coming from on this. I want to thank
very much for your time."

Supervisor Stark: "Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, please.
going to insist. I will insist. Helga. I thought I saw Helga
_d.$QNEWhere. There she is."

fHelga Guthy: "I'm Helga Guthy from Wading River. 1 would like
lank you for giving us the opportunity to vote for the formation
eéconic County. Even though (inaudible) what is equally or more
@portant to me is the big difference in the outlook from the

;y ef llfe between us and the people west of Wllllam Floyd

”Belnq part of Suffolk County, our concerng are not being heard,
totally ignored. Towns to our west have built up their (inaudible).
western Suffolk dumps on us the things they don't want or don't
room for any more. Economic growth is important but to a lot

ple on the east end, what that growth entd11= and how fast or

that growth is takes priority.

@ seem to be much more concerned with clean water, preserving

| ﬁral resources, fresh air, and peace and quiet. They just
‘our money and run and don't want to hear from us again until the
lection or tax time. We have the opportunity for home rule

and I hope that after careful study of all the issues involved,
lic County becomes a reality. please do all that you can to

111 your oath of office to us, to Riverhead residents, and give

e chance to do better than cur n31ghbcrs tc the west.

3And I would just like to ask-- 1'm very interested in a copy of
rt Is there any way that 1 would be able to get one or how
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Supervisor Stark: "If you promise to give it back. See me
he meeting and T will arrange for lt, Helga. I think we have
extras around." i

,Qnuncilman Prusinowski: "You should mention to the public that
Jfactually pay for this report because they sound like we're on the
gwgide of this.™

.\ Supervisor Stark: "Nancy Swett. Did I pronounce that one
: ectly’“

Hangx_Swett- “ND, you didn't."

su“_ermsor Stark: "I didn't think so."

“anqy Swett: "Nancy Swett. My husband and I own a home in

rt. Thank you for having this hearing this afterncon. There
lot of people who have put a lot of time and money and effort
he Peconic County issue. I'm one of them. And I'm very

sted in seeing the referendum go this November. And to allow
people in Riverhead the chance to talk about this, and for their
ione to culminate in a vote this November. I think we want to

| ﬂur state legislature know that there is support for Peconic

3nd I want to remlnd the Board of the benefxts that Peconic

' promises which were very well summarized in a mailing that

. us got who have been involved. One, there are five major

to create Peconic County. One, Peconic County will give the
aeast end towns control over their future. Two, Peconic County
Save the east end rural guality of life and traditional economy.
e, Peconic County will reduce county prcpertyytéxes by more than
~ Four, Peconic County means smaller mcre efficient government.
finally, five, the separation of the east end from Suffolk County

be fair to both counties.

asons that are worth standing up for and

An
d these are all re ead will do the same.

1nto and I hope the Town of Rlverh
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fﬁﬁpérvisor Stark: "Thank you. I apologize for the pronunciation.
lasses aren't working too well today. Michael Kent."

hael Kent: "Good afternoon. Most pecople here or a lot of
€ here know that I don't live in Riverhead. But they also know
for the last 12 to 14 years I have been deeply involved in
head. I've served and continue to serve as a member of the
Id of Directors with the Riverhead Chamber of Commerce. I served
resident of the Chamber for two years. I was alsc one of
riginal 19 members back in the eighties of the Peconic County
fudible) Committee. And I don't want to repeat all the things
have already been said, but Sherry Patterson mentioned the
Services aspect. This is really a situation. We pay taxes
ga 0lk County for the privilege of having them bring what they
want out here to the east end. And to Riverhead particularly.

It is also my impression that Riverhead Town-~-~ that the taxes
Riverhead pays to Suffolk County are the highest on the east

ased on what is in Riverhead. So if Riverhead voters choose to
e to pay the taxes that they don't have to pay if Peconic

¥ becomes a fact, then that's up to them. But at least I think
deserve the opportunity to have a chance te change the situation.
} everyone else has said in a different way perhaps, I think

'8 a long standing practice known fact that the best government is

L government closest to the people. And i1f we can govern our-

out here, I think we can do a heck of a lot better job with-
ﬁﬁadunty legislature and their two million do;lar a year--.whatw
heir budget is and the Social Services uepaxtment and the _
police force that we pay for but get nothing from. Thank you."

.ﬁ;ervisor Sﬁark;-'“Thank you. James Golden. While Mr. Golden
Ming up I want to let it be known that the Riverhead Town Board

Hearing here this afternoon is part of that process. The
Process is doing a resolution which we @ave to have done by
ber 4th or 5th. So the comments to this point are really that
not (inaudible) by virtue of having this ?ubllc Hearing, we
tinuing the process. So, I just want to wa;e that po;n; andl
tudy that I am going to lend to Helgﬁ_wasf?ﬁlﬁ §°r Ey.a lot of
from Riverhead-- equally shared by the five towns.® |
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James Golden: "Okay, Jim, thank you."

ugerV1ser Starki  "Thahk e ¢ A | didnft want to call you by

Lémes Golden: "You said Golding, but you know it's Golden."

Supervisor Stark: "I said Golden."

James Golden: "I'm a life long member of Riverhead which Jim
‘and I guess I'm a grass roots supporter of Suffclk County and
nk it's wonderful that we are given the cpportunity to have
choice of forming our own county. Furthermore-- I'll make it

=~ 1've seen and a lot of members here in this organization or
ng have seen the slow withdrawal of the courts from the Town of
d down to the west end in certain areas and the sogcial and
_preblems of the whole county are being dumped onto Riverhead
hink it's really more than we should be able to support. It's
of the ruination of the town actually. Besides the jail being
there, that seems to be part of it, too, but, again, I guess

art of the grass roots and that's how I feel. Thank you, Jim."

Supervisor Stark: "Thank you. Chris. I saw Chris come 1in
Son of Michael."

Chris Kent: "Good afternoon. My name ie Christcopher Kent. 1
at 85 0ld Stone Road, Calverton, New York, and I work here in
I have a business. 1 was going to speak guite a while but I'm

th”y are in faver of putting the referendum on the ballot. So
f?belleve it's necessary to go on too long. 1'm sure we all
ﬂWe here that the right to-- "

Sugervisor Stark: "I would only correct you on that. The
‘has not made a decision.” |

Qhris Kent: "I thought you just gsaid that."

here nat'bé é Pecﬁnzc CcuntY~

. “hera today dm&a nat speczflcally ask ﬁﬁat question.

' hear that you've already decided-- the Town Board has decided
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ghris Kent: "I understand that."

S@pervisor Stark: "And if that referendum does go on in the
eastern towns, there's going to be a great deal of public

lons that's going to have to go on by the Peconic committee so
‘not make that referendum confusing to the voter. What they're
Ly trying to do is to say if you are in favor of Peconic County,
vote for the change of town law within your town."

3§bri5 Kent: "That's correct. I understand that.

 Supervisor Stark: "Absolutely correct.”

hris Kent: "I heard you say that you were supporting-- "

Jupervisor Stark: "We've always supported-- I can give you

1l resolutions and I can give you the cancelled checks and I
ack as far as Evans Griffing and this question has and will con-
€ to haunt the five eastern towns. And Caryl probably can con-
‘this better than I can that Evans, who was a Supervisor of the
of Shelter Island and also Chairman of the Board of Supervisors
I guess we call them when they went from a supervisor to a
Jislator started the movement of Peconic County. And I have been
dVor for years of let us find out from the electorate. But we
be discussing it. We have until September 5th to get another
utlon to ccntlnue the process. There will be no official vote

"ZS.Kent~'"“1 underﬁtaﬂd that. I think evaryona here is glad
ar that the Board has been (inaudible) and we hope that you
ntinue to be supportxve. 1 think everyone belleves that

" able to decide and select a form of government that's a
ental right in this country, one that dates back to the gsettle-

t of Jamesport and Plymouth Ceclony. And there 18 probably still
Ot of descendants that live in the Town of Riverhead and on the

”'fOIK and all throughout the east end of Leong Island who have
lles that date back to the times when--

ouncilman Prusinowski: "And I want to thank the New York
Senate for agreeing with that statement but the New York State
ly apparently is not allowed to vote on that issue right now
'ﬁuwhy we are here today unfurtunat&ly._ That shauld be
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or the record, too."

is Kent: "For some of the same reasons that-- "

upervisor Stark: "I Qas'going to throw a curve in there, but

h is;ﬂent: L Go ahead. Dan't make a mistake. 'I'1l1l put it

Supervisor Stark: “No. A low sinking curve."

Chris Kent: "For some of the same reasons that those earlier

rs came here, 1 think we at this point want to break away from
k County. We, the taxpayers of the five easternmost towng of
”;County pay a greater percentage for the county budget than
ive in county services. I think that's a given. 1It's gone
Or a long time. Second, we do not want those western lawmakers
Oliticians to decide what we should have cut here. Their issues
completely different than our issues. We're-- they don't feel

s as important as we do that our farmlands should be preserved,
ur baywaters need to be preserved. They try to tie every

on on preservation, open space preservation, Robbins Island

. They try to tie that into something that's economically
itageous to them up west. And we just don't need to do that any-

We should be making our own decision of how we are going to

ve our land, how we are going tc govern our people, how we are
to spend our money. We shouldn't be giving our money to a
Inment that's centralizing itself away from the county seat. We
)IE'county seat of Suffeclk still yet all we have here are jails,
] Courts, and a Social Service center that serves pecple from
n Town. We don't need that anymore. We should be taking
our own, we shouldn't be paymng money to/politiclank i the
to be making decisions that aren't geing to help us but we have

iy for them.

,fk'at the Southwest gewer District, the centralized court
QXgln Islip or the H. Lee Dennison building. Bureaucratic white
its that we are paying for but are not getting served by.
tqhave District Courts cut here. We have our Town Courts




H,/1996minutes - S O a8l

't need to be paying into a centralized District Court complex.
‘hurt us in just more ways than just paying for it. Because

ve also lost a significant amount of financial resources. People

g come out here as much to go to the courts. We've lost 'a lot
oney in our town. So I'm glad to hear that you've been supportive
he past and that we hope that you will give us the opportunity

Supervisor stark: "Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, please.
bR

 Sherry Johnson: "Good afterncon. My name is Sherry Johnson.
eside at Horton's Court in Manorville. And as a life long resident
f the east end, I have supported the concept of Peconic County
filnce I first heard about it. And I was very happy that Mr. Thiele
fintroduced the idea and that a number of people have been working
§n it very hard in the past few years. I'm glad to hear that you

g0 support that concept and hopefully ycu will do whatever you can,

I feel that our own county government will be much more

nsive to our needs than the current county government has been.
‘only two representatives as several people have mentioned, 1it's
ly tough when those two representatives have to go against the

§ west end legislators. Sco I certainly hope that you will also

 *§ to place the referendum on the ballot as you yeree - id Dk
{!8aring. I think the committee certainly is up to the challenge
ducating the people on what they will be voting on and I don't think
that you should let the Assembly hold us hostage anymore than we
'] 31§;let the current county government hold us hostage as they
Jave over many issues. Thank you very much . *

Snperviscr Stark: "Thank you, Sherry. Bob."

'3§b Wallace: "First of all, let me speak tq you as a private
[Mitizen of the Town of Riverhead. 1I've been living in this town

"Bob, could you just point that microphone

Supervisor Stark: _ _
S 1f you would so they could

tleser up to you? vYes, that's the one.
ﬂl’h&ar in the back, please.”

'Bob Wallace: "I've been living 1in the Town of Riverhead over
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ears and I've been fighting for Peconic County for over 20 years.
int Peconic County and we want the people to have the opportunity
ote on it whether they want it or not. Okay. Now, let me speak
Ju as the de facto leader of the Conservative Party for the Town
iverhead. We have speakheaded this fight as (inaudible) for

1lc County ever since its inception over 20 years ago. We have
changed ocur philosophy. And all of the so called Conservatives
his town have backed us up and I want you to remember all you
le on the Town Board, you plan to be Congervatives, understand
ervative philosophy. We have not changed. And I speak for all
{ie members of the Conservative Party, which are not a whele lot,
Jut over 400, and we're saying let us vote for this Peconic County.

ESQpervisor Stark: "Thank you, Bob."

.Sﬁpervisor Stark: "Do I have to excuse myself from this
{%8timony? The Honorable Thomas M. Stark, cousin of mine. I guess
,,ﬂﬂgcgaamment is not conflict of interest. Tom 1s a retired Supreme
JRure Justice.” '

Thomas Stark: "And a member of this Board 30 years ago."

;ﬁgggrviser Stark: "That's right."

ﬁEThcmas Stark: "Forty years ago."

”gpezvisor Stark: "Forty years ago."

1 Thomas Stark: "I am not necessarily against the concept of

.i?“EE Cbunty, however, I have certain questions as to matters that
" udinle), and 1'd like if possible to obtain a little more infor-
§8%ion. 1 think the-- now it states in here that Peconic County
g ;ngé a one time payment to suffolk County of 576f00°'Q09 at the
B¢ of separation for Peccnic's share of Suffolk's liabilities. Now
. #M8 1';m concerned with is that $76,000,000 te pay off a complete
Mﬁaﬂ indebtedness? Who has that information?"

%”.%Q;befvisor Stafx; "I don't know that we have that information

??fg{;bﬁla'supply'ig specifically at this Public Hearing. But those
§™ple who are-- been on the Peconic Committee will certainly see the
“"ﬁftér and supply you with that.

You can name the questions and
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;ﬁgican go from there. Or we can call one of them up to the
ophone after you and he can make comment-- or che."

{ |[Thomas Stark: "All of Peconic County still with the subject
;ﬁﬁmﬂlble) share of the payment of county indebtedness if this
Jikes 10, 20, 30 years. The bonds now have 20, 30 years to run and
{inaudible) including what would become Peconic County backs up
lese bonds and if they were to be collected in county taxes, would
fit be b&sed on population or assessed valuation because Peconic
‘;fty would have a lot more assessed valuation in certain aspects.

,Also, the brochure mentions that there would be sharing of the

 '¥ﬁﬁﬁﬁunty facilities. Some of the things I can see sharing for

iple the county parks I think could be very easily shared. Some-
{iting like the Shinnecock Canal, I'm not sure. The bridges 1in
ogue and Westhampton. The county facilities right here in River-
{#d. The County Center, the jail, the two major court buildings
Jisht here in Riverhead. 1 assume this would have to be worked out
'?Sharing basis, all of these facilities.

- uThe county highways to me would be a big stumbling block, how
JBconic county will take over, purchase all these county highways.
;mﬂﬁa something that would have to be answered to everyone S

‘Also, a new county, of course, by law would have to set up a
J'mber of new different departments. They would have to have a
{"letk, a treasurer, a comptroller, dlctrlct attorney, a Board of
§®alth, a Board of Social Welfare, at least court facilities for six
% Beven judges, facilities for a Public Works Department, a Board

1% Blections. All of these would have to be set up and I assume

’re_talklng about sharing with (inaudible).

fh_]I d like to (inaudible) that somecne mentioned a few minutes

'w'?Tﬁﬁabout the courte leaving Riverhead. That is not taking place.

X years ago we added 13 brand new courtrooms te Riverhead over in
.~ §™ Criminal Courts building. We are also renovating Griffing |
 J"nue to handle up to eight more judges there. So there han'n&t

| any movement of courts from Riverhead. 1f anything, it's been
Other way around. We've had judges who were sitting in the
lison building came cut and sit here now. Sc I would like to

fy that. Thank you."

B
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i SuperV1sor Stark: "Thank you. We also are slated for 16 new
“fﬁmmme Court courtrooms by the year 2001. I think that's a state
fz¢, a mandate. That completes the people who wanted to speak
7wﬁ£1ally. Is there anybody else who would like to make comment at
_Qwhipartlcular time? 1If not, I have polled my Board. We will leave
~ fte Public Hearing open to the close of business hours Friday,
§igust 30th, at close of business hours for written comment by any-
fxdy who was unable to attend this afternoon's public hearing. I
_;[iﬁ also like to submit a letter 1I recelved from Dr. Koppelman-- 1
§#ess we call him. I don't know whether he's a doctor or not. I
 JUink he is a doctor. You can submit to the reccrd. Barbara has
_jﬁwr letters that have been submitted because of the inability to
Tﬂm‘an appearance. Those letters will be available at the Town
z?&m 8 office later on this afternoon or during the balance of this
xmnd

ﬁ*i_On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank you for coming

. J%e today. This Board will-- over the next two or three days,

art discussing the question in front of us and we are on schedule,

§%'re not behind. We've done what was requested of us and we will
|" take up the next step to this question.

;gﬂfSQ without any further comment, I will adjourn the vocal
I#ttion of this and leave comment copen to closing of business hours
igﬁ@y,«August 30th. Thank you very much." -

Public Hearing adjourned: 2:55 p.m.




