
76 6 

Minutes of a Public Hearing held by the Town Board of the 
·:Riverhead at th$ To\'fn Hall, Riverhead, New Y'or k , on Monday , 

_l"7i1J1t·s tr 26, 1996, at J:0-0 p · . m~ 

Town 

James R. Stark. , 
Victor Prusinowski , 
.Mark A. Kwasna, 
James B. Lull, 
Otto Wittmeier, 

. Also Present: 

Barbara Grattan , 

Robert Kozakie\-ticz , 

Supervisor 
Councilman 
Councilman 
Councilman 
Counc1lman 

Town Cler-k 

Town Attorney 

Supervisor Stark oalled the meeting to order at 2:00 p . m. and 
l Pledge of Alleg~ance was recited. 

§ueervisor Stark: "Thank you . Let the record show chat the 
,. ~ of 2: OS has arrived.. Would the Clerk please read the notice of 

l1c Hearing ." 

Publiq Hearing op~ned : 2.t05 p.m., 
' 

!!_arb,ara Gr~t.~ .atl; wl ·nave affidavj t.s of puli>lishins and posting 
'e Pttbl ic Hear in~ ""to . t>e held at Riverhead To\ffl Hall r Ri verhe .d, Ne 
~~ v ' 

' at 2:00 p ~m .. on Nonday, August 26 , 1996 , to 'hear all interested 
s who wish to be heard r ·egarding the considetat.lon of a proposed 

1 law entitled A Local Law Requesting the ~ew Yo:r:k State Legis.la
~ra to Approve Legislation Permitting a Bind1n9 Referendum on the 

.... ~at1on of Peconl.c County in the Towns of East t!ampton , Riverhead , 
~lter Island, southan1pton, and southold and requir1ng a four-fifths 
~ e of the Town Board of the Town of Riverhead · n 

"I would request anybody who "'Ould 1 ike to 



26/li996miQutes . 767 

your name and address . Without objection of the Board , 
Grantham~ you' r e the first one on the li$t . u 

' '· . f.• 

pr,. ,car y). Gr~n.t,haw ~ ur •m Dr .. Caryl Grantham a.nd ·I live at 4:146 
d Avenue, Ri~erh~ad . I know.in th~s day of grow1ng complexity 

. ~h~ vast . dut.tes 1mposed as t1.mes change ou.r whQle· ·area of govern
welcome any review and hopeful ly reform of the stRuctures of 

we face . I woul d submit , however, that we have looked at 
whole quest-~on of county-- e£fic1ent county government. I w.as 

"Vclv·ed when· this effort was made back ln the late fifties and 
We ha d j ust c9me back from Cal.ifo.rn1.a, my huspand and I ., 

we were i n New YorK but we had already built a weekend home hece 
.a ~irst t hing I knew , r was involved ~n the question of the 

~ 1s1on or updating of so cal led county government. 

At that day , compr1sed of a Board of Supervisors and a secretary 
Whatever his title is , I don •t remember because I don~t~- at this . 

I don• t have it . But , anyway; this was the (inaudible} among 
things , V6ry helpful . I was involved wit'h tnis, I did not serve 

the cha ter commlssion which witS appointed and had a crQSS· section 
~Y iriterests and many organizations . It was also a major 
sion time fo.r me becaus·e l had reached ~ gotnt of selectipg a 

fer my doctorate ~n history , l ccal history , and political 
~e and at that point there bad been nine efforts and Iour yeaxs 

in tryi ng to come to some sclut1on of the problem of what to 
tafio~t Suffolk county . And in, normally I den' t like t:o read a 
•~b but I woul d l1ke to read you just toe beg1nning of this study 
~-se it says it in very suceinct language what was the conditioni 
· -he day .. 

Count~ voters adQpted a new fo;~Jm of government fo~ their 
of · November 4 , 1958. The need for change haa been idely 

_ sed for fgur years . After world ~ar II a great ·wav~ of new 
~lation (inaudible) which soon became the fastest grollng county 

tne .St!a~a ·of New y.ork . The us ,ceosus listed 19i~35S inbabJ.tants 
·1940 . Ltlco ' s estimate for January 1, 1960 was 635,217A 

. '· 

enormous growth created serious problems for 
:. government .. Not: only · did it Ha~e to sec~e rttore people, but 

.. ~ .. $tat~ and federal govexnments requ,tred the county to p7rfqrro 
~ new · funct~on~ in ~uch fields as healtn, v.:elfare, publlC ~rks, 

=anspox;p_jltl.on, c~unty .. planning.. suffolk~ s .antiquated . adnl:i,n;istered .. 
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up was simply not equal to the task . They had no (inaudible) 
sh1p and re,sponsibi1ity for. the ent1re county · to focus~ It ,· wa,s 

rned by a Board of Superv1sors, with one Supervisor elected from 
of the 10 ,towns . They ·We;J:e responsible fer administering tfle 

ty affairs but they also had to run their own governments at the 
toime· ~ 

Ail counties were originally created by the legi.slatu.re as 
maudible) subdiv~sions of the state and the approval of the legisla~ 
·cr~ was · required for any change in the form of government in the 
.anty within its juris.diction • 

. rn .1954, the Board of Supervisors appointed a committee to 
alternative forms of government available to the charter-- to 

'1~ eounty under exist i ng law. None of these appeared to oe entirely 
tts factory and in the following year efforts were made to w,rite a 

ter , i .e .~ a state law setting forth in broad out l in$ a new form 
~county government, especially fQr tbi$ county, Suffolk. In allt 
. ai fferent versions of the proposed new charter were prepared in 

J)6 qnd 1957 and all failed for .o.ne .reason or another-~ 

.Convinced that thes'e' failures were due pri'mar.tly to a lae·k of 
lie- interest and part1cipation, a group cf public splrited citizens 
t09ether in the · sumtrler of 1951 and forme<! tt1e Suffolk County · 
zens Charter committee. \~ith expert assistance and the full 
ration of th·e press and a large number of citizens organizations 

11Y drafted a charter which with some modifications, ~mong t~em , 
an elected executive head, received the approval of the Board 

Superv.tsor-s, the leg-is l ature $ the gov~rnor , fUld~~ mo,t of. all· ~ the 
~ity of the voters in Suffolk County. 

I, then, also chose as my topic-- a history , a political h1story 
~·tf'olk county and it was 1683 to 195lt a~d thQ t~ag.on . f.or doing 
~as that you nave to in selecting the k~nd of {1naud1ble) you 
to ·· make a contribution:... - an oriqinal contrib ticn~ to tha bOd/ 

au~ible) . It may be a pinhead, ,as some l?~ople s~y, ~~t 1 ~elt ~ 
ty strongly that perhaps here was an open1ng Eo (.1nauo1Ble) thl~ 

U.nau4ible) of better government; ~or Suffclk w~s not . a~~n~1ere.4 

• '"{..:,~·"". nine trys , and it d~d ·.not pass that ~1::-al 1959 ~lect1on that we 
lll ·te4xaf tt this t..hests eerhaps fo.t a puDl;:t:.C educat1onal prc.grmn 
so it was done . 
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l, through the, years, have had no rea.son-..- facing most of the 
lems we face-- te bhink we did not do a goo,d job. I want to 
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' .' out to you some ·of t .ae maj0r issues th,at ol. ha:ve been involved 
th, most of all tbe nucle'ar issue. For 10 y·ear$ ,or '· my life~ I was 

only citizen in this town that sat on thcat administrative board; 
State board. If it hadn ' t been for the resources of Suffolk 

~lnty-- if it hadn't been for them, with all the int im~dation that 
face and all the power that we faced and all the money that was 

~olved, I doubt if we could have won it. 

I only submit to you today, one of the f acts that we made 
dent at that time when there were four nuclear plants in 
ecticut, all of wbich this very day are off l1ne, that were also 
in the 20 mile ranqe .for us and it posed a very vital question 
.t.~e residents of $tlffolk County and certa:tnly . the :east end ,~r I. 

Ht like to hope. tttlat; . whatever chan9es ootne, we still have a short 
we stil l hav>e access · to such (l.naudible). 1 ga-ve you another 

.,cident where eastern Suffolk was brought in screaming and yellin9 
the community college. One of your esteem~d · Supe.rvisors , I 

~~ 't name him but he was on the east end, saio at one of the hear 
~gs I attended, by the way my husband and I are very active in that 
~furt , said look , if you build a foundation, you sooner or later 

to put a structure on it . He is now gone, there are all kinds 
accolades to h~m but the Suffolk County Community College has 

on of the great jewel s of the Suffolk County gover:nmen.t .. 

l . also, br iag to you another issue£ the ne~!; for fre~h water,. 
n~eo for better p,~91Jlning. I f. it i1adn ~ t bei"A. ~or · th~ resources 
th~ , county whe.n we needed it , I very fa.ir~y t .h';tnk that we could 

~f hav~ done the things that we .try te do in the public interQst_ · 
~Sht now I sounded a number of people in important places and I 
~ l,nl( Mr . Stark will confirm this . We need some long .range planninq 

traffic . In this complex society where narrow boundaries and 
li jurisdictions are not: enough , I hope this proposal- - I know 

*·'te facing (inaudible) but they say in this rather (inaudible) 
le piece that-- all right- - the Peconic Coun..,y means a smaller 

re efficient government- East enders a:e presently sup~orting-
you so much-- are presently support1n~ a C<luncy of 10:000 

~loyees. Peccnic CCU!\t~ will Be rouch smaller.- ~40-- . requlre less 
.ie~s. Deliver tne $er.vioes as it need:; 11\Q.t~ ·e!f::tol~ently aRd s() 
t~ . 
lt s.o on. 
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Well, I pay as much taxes as anyone. I ·•m not convinced to go 
back to a board appoint~d by this-- Board .of Superviso,rs Wl.th their 

-- . ~hatever you~. tt·-ttte wants to be-·- is iEla~ssarily the .answer. 
vex:y leery of a .z;.,eferendum where there is JfO little in.formation 
avai l able outside .. o£ a few selective services .. At this point I 

ld not be prepared to vote for it . I to hope that such a profound · 
~~ision which this is and I again tell you that if we don ' t face an 
enswer , an over a ll answer , an area wide answer to transportation-
~ere ' s only one example, we ' re 1n for b1g trouble. 

Thank you very much ... 

sueervisor. Star.~: ICThank you , Caryl . Bobby? Former Councilman 
11 the Town of River¥head, Rqbert Pike . •• Auth.oc and many Qther things.,~· 

~ ' 
' . ' 

.._ ' . ~!). • 

Robert 'Pi~e r JtM,umbers. of the Board~ m~mbexs of tbe public. .t-f')( 
came is .Robert · Pike , and I live at 138 Os:trand-er Avenue, Riverhead. 

rnos't of you who kn(}w me, know I really live on the bay known as 
io . And the quest1on that arises today is about the .lands and 

I)Vernments that surround that body of water that 1 love so much" 

And so in recent weeks when this question came to a head and the 
. -bate began , I took it upon mysel f to read the entire financial 
~~udy that I just put. into the record with Barbara and I did that 
for a couple of reasons. r agree with Dr. Grantham that something 
a hugh and momentus and as important as this is the sort of thing 
at ought , to be don~ ~ith v~ery, very deep analysis wi.th t.1me to 
n~ ·· ~t throu·gh a.nd w~th ·the avai:lahilit~ of s-Ctn$tpinq as 

sticated as that. .. ~arrs±s .. 

Now in my current--- one of my cur.r.ent jchs~ l get to 1ook at 
o~sals and business plans all the tirue and this is basically a 

felrly sophisticated look at .it. And anytime you go into a new 
~terprise or look at something on a business ba.sis, you basically 

"""e not only looking at the end result, the numbers, and ·the numbers 
~re are quite 1 mpressive , they are qui ·te ~mportanc.. But you will 
btays have to look at and challenge the assumptions on \\•hich they 
~e based , because when you are speculating abOut the future~ you 
.eeessarily make a serie.Sc 9f very important and ~r~ profound 
~sumpt ions . ·' And 1 have tried- - I •m a ,.fair .ly skeptl.cal person~ l , 

::ve. t ':ried. very hard .tj · say ., to a.~a!l;en~·~ ~hi\t ' {$ . ~.n tha~ financi<tl 
Las.lbil~~t,y. study an~ ,tind one thl/f\9 that: I th.illJt 1s <1osolutely .. 

.. 
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, '"O'fo\.ln~ly wrong, and I ·don't . And I would like · to encourage every-
•. dy who wants to talk about th.1s , who wants to debate th1s to take 
~s HOt as the bible, but as th~ beginnirig. Not as th~ wa~ ~f will 
... but one way of looking at it. And the most important th~n9 that 
!~e~ out of that is that that 1 s nat the result. But it does indicate 
.:at it is defini~ely possible to struotu~e a new countyt Peconic 
~~ty, at a substantial savings with enough headroom in the f1nances 
itO strt,H~ture it exaetly tvhe way we.· would l:1k·e to have it structured· 
dth the particular things that you want to see i n 1.t and still save 
1Cftey . 

' 
. F¢r me pE!rsonally, even if it ·costs the s ame amount, the .result 

lOU come out w1th is instead of having 12% of the {inaudible) of 
i41lt\ty affairs, the people of the. county of Peconic would have 100% 
.! the voice of coun~y affairs. And if you can do that a.t ,the same 
.zst , that • s a bargain to me . I f you can do it for less, it • s a 
tm)stan,ti. ,al win-win situation that dese,rves serious analystL:s . 

would enc·oura<;e everybody who is interest~d about {inaudible) · 
lti1s th1ng, to read it and to lend their own ~deas and their. own 
'1l!lterH}es to the analysis-- to tlie premise it • s based on . 

Today we a·re faced with a relat ively simple question, \4hich is 
A~he:e that debate should continue with a deadline, \+ll ch a, focus, 

'-t.t tHe abllity to have everybody who has an opinion about this, 
. ~tag :i·t (inaudible} a day in which the peop1e sp~ak , .in a \vay that 

.,erybc.oy understands in a democracy, probably the most ~mportant 
· -'t the 'peopler -of a democracy understand that is at the· ballot box .. 

~ - In a final analysis, the question is simple-. ooes t.he · Coant.y 
~:Suffolk have the absolute ,essential requirement for gove,rnment 

· Nl.-~ ? The consent ·of the governed ~ Does it:? It's a very s imp~e 
. ~.~stiop.. And if not, no~ t.hen wj.ll we break. toda:y from the 
~htical bonds that have attached us to this 9overnmen\.. in the pasc? 

I, therefcre , think it ' s a worthy question . I think it · s the 
~a~ntl:~ l question in a demoara.Qy an4 I \·rould ask th~ ~n Board tQ 

Way ~upport thls with your positive vote ~oday chat when ;ou pull 
~ '1S to a head I you d·o what a much der·ided ' Ki~9 O,f Eng.land had 
~l~he~ the 9uts nor .the wisdom nor the f~res1ght _to ao~ to s:tmply 
k the question, ao I have the consent cr. the 9overned"" And I hope 
~ '«ill ask the· quest-ion and you will get an ans ·er ~ 



26/1996minutes 772 

s.ue,~rv.is,or.st~rk:. uLadies and gentlemen, . I woul<j ask you to 
ra1n from applause. We are here for a specific reason. the next 

speaker will l;:>e Bill Robe·rts. Bill, I thought I saw y·ou o·ut thexe. rJ 

Slll Robe.rt.s :- . '•My name is Bill Roberts, G1iff way , Baiting 
How. Suffolk County is too big. It does not serve the needs of 

Ul e<f its residents. . ~he western portion is dev6ted to industry 
~d eing a bedroom community for the city of New York. The ea~.tet"n 
~rt ·on \\'hich prides i ·tself on independence, is leaning mere towards 
,urismf fishin<J~ ~grioulture. Suffolk county saw fit not to place 

county government in Riverhead, which was the seat of Suffolk 
~tunty.. Instead they have made it Haup~oau9·e t· the seat of t4estern 

lk County .. 

They do not serve us. We pay taxes but we are not represented 
· th~m. Attother tfling · I \-tould like to point out, too, that if we · 
e separated from Suffolk county, we would not have methadone 

' ~nics being dumped in our midst, we wou1d not have homeless people/ 
.. ~uld not have people }?eing put into single occupanqy guarte:rs 
inaudible) Suffolk county might want to put these facilit.ies into 

· • s Neck, Br~ghtwatersJ' BJ.ue. <J?o.int or Old Field . They will t~ot. 
«Wle to do it 1.n Riverhead or , anyplace else of the four: towns 

~tisin9 Peconic . cout:tty ~ •t 

§.uf?!rvi~or", sta~k.~ · «·Tnank you~ Bi11. s·he·rry?d 

~hetr::r: ~at_terscn; .. Good· afternoon .. Sherry Patterson, 3 Water~ 
Court, Ri y~rhead, Newt York·~· 

~}-teervt.sor Stil.rk.: "If y.pu just. pay attent.ion to that one .Of:\ 
~ ief't,' that,,.$ the 0 'ne that everybody can hear you .. ~' 

§_berry Patterson: "This one here? Okay . Than" you. The 
·~Stion •here fS. no·t whether or not yOU agree With the C·oncept Of. 

County.. I ~m hard pressed to f1nd why anyone ~outd be opposed 
Ri'v~rhead i .s supposed "to be tlie eount:y :eat Gf s·~ ·f~ol'k and 

does our h~loved 09un:ty g.1 ve us? . We have Jalls, cr1.m~n~l 
ts,· methadcne cllnics 

1 
social servtce and sew~e . In other 

, \If.~ get despai;r . and human. waste · 

YOlJ g~ntlemen w~re eleet:ed, yap we.re elected i>y. the 
Riverhead. You work for us. oc the county officials , 



/1996minutes 773 

the state and' its representati~es . And as our elected officials, 
ttt people the right to chose their destiny, what~ver it may be. ·· 

. f think the people of Riverhead are intelligent enouqh to chose , 
..Utfl r fut··ore·, and I hope you do , too . Thank you . , 

Supe~vfsor: Stark' uTh~k you. This ~s part of that process,.. 
ry . You have'' to go to a Public Hearin.g f~rst. · Bob DeLuca ." 

Bob Detuca: ••Goo~ ~fterno·on, Supervisor Stark?n . 

§ttp~rvisor St. ark.: "Did I pronounce that correctl:y? '1 

§;UJ2<i!visor Stark :· •tok:ay. n 

Bob DeLuca: ••My name is Bob DeLuca and I live out on Phi tips 
,Cne rn Aquebogue . I •·ve be~n in Riverhead town about 10 years . 1' ' ve 

a home abat:lt eight years.. And I had the op.po.rtunity to <Serve 
~ne of the c~t;izen adv . .J...sory committees and so my comments really 

.. asmuch as I personally support the concept of Peconic County, I 
IHtk wba·t I ·~ m here to do today is to really ask you to simply 90 

,>~n.tarq Wl. th the idea of 1et t ing mol:'e folks chan a few of us who 
~ked on this committee decide . And I think that the prior speaker 
~tieneet tHat also. 

When I got involved in this, I wa$ very interested in the issues 
(inaudible) and · cultural affairs ·and r ·• ve \-ICtkea on a· number of 

·• lt:teea ·and I have to say that if I cO\lld speak for ·tnat· ent~ r ·e · 
~~ p, it. i.$ one of the mo$t. productive committees tna I . have . work~ed 
·. When I got invclved in this whole issue-- I got 1nvolved in 'it 

·~ .ause r· was very concernea about the l iM.ited repres;entation t11e 
~;~le of Rivel:bead and the .ea.s ·t end really ba~e wit resp~ct t,Q 
·-fotk County government regarding th·e legislatcr~ and as _ y:'u new 
~"''nly get two votes out of the 18 that are cast 10 the leg1slatt1re 

:;..d ~bat oa11 made a very di:fficult ~cision maldn9 in te!,';llts of 

~resenting the east ·end. .,, 

S() when r 'got involved in chis t tnere wex:e 'il couple ef things 
wae lookiA9 for and I gues1 I~m here to tell yo~ that ~~· 
that I was looking fer anyway really came through in th~s 
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And one of them was that in order to put together this 
t . t h at we a l l e.ort of waived around and asked people t:o reaa, 

I hope fo l ks will get to it , there needed to be competent out 
fiscal consulting and f~scal management . You know, it wasn't 

gh for tHose of us who thought it was a good idea to sit do~~ 
come up with a bunch of numbers and ask everybody to go along 
that . Jmd t;he folks who wer-e J.nVolve.d in th.is committee did a 
job of actually getting competent outsJ.de fiscal consultants 

woul d be ab l e to provide us Wl.th detailed analysis that the 
ic now has ac~ess to and I think that was goal number one · .. 

~he .. secq~d qoal that I WqS really. int€u:est:.ed i~. w.as the level 
Wh.1ch those fo l ks who were interested in thl.s idea would actually 
e to participate in the procepS ~ ln other words, how much 
vJty~·" woul:d the citizens have in putting to9~ther this document 
I can spe9k as living proof of somebody who was given pretty 
the amount of energy and the influence into t..he . proc.ees that. l 

ed . I ended up co-chairing the committee. The folks on my 
ttee had a lot of input with the financ1al cons\lltant.s._ There 
nine ci·eizens advisory· committees, w.ith 100 pat tic1p·ants. Tfuere 

"" ·~a techn~cal advisory committee and there was a steer1n9 oomm1ttee 
h cQnt:alned elected repr~sentati v.~s a.s well es peop.le from 

~n~ ·~· ry, v~neyard~ , farmers~ and so fo~th . 

iss.ue of pul:>lic· ·participati <;>n ·· was .really ·t;rou(}bt: 
prOcess. we had outside consultants, we had c i t1zen 

ici:pa-tion . .. A.nd the nel(t thin.:g that l ·think everybody should b~ . 
ng for if a' wide~ circle of folks could get a loo~ a t th ~· 

t and sort of weight in on what their point of view is~ And 
·~ really ·· ~hat folks are a.sk:irt9 f~r \-tbc are aski ng :r'<n.t to suppo}';t 
referendum is \\•hen all else fails, 91ve democracy a shot and 

~ peopJ.~ j.ust go int:.o t.hac and .· have the opportuni t;y .. to go. 1 vercy 
·~· support that . 

And just briefly in closj nq, a C.euple o~ tkitt9S ... . On4!' of t~em 
about seven years ago when we \t~e.re vork.lng on ac 1s~ue try1n9 

Prese~ve RebbJ.ns Is ;land, .which isn J t in the To· n of R1.;verhead but 
·~' .. "'"~·~· nly . is an eastern Long Island ooncern. Anti I . 'as in\IOlved in 
~scussion w1 th a Suffolk county legl~lator and aurinq tn~: dis

-qn a tocal cable pr6graaL, a l~gis~at~r ~ald t.o .me, l;lst.en.~ c 

are pl enty of islands out there~ ~hy oon~t you JUS~ ~o buy 
Of the other oneQ? And l realized at that momen~ tb~t .Lt was 

~ ' . ' . 

' i 
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time to start thinking about how much the west end really knows 
whQ we e~e O'Ut here and if the 'Vote c;ount is 16 to 2, that's 

romething that certainly we shoul d be concerned about. It may turn 
-~that nobody thinks that ' s an issue or after reading ~his they 
· •t a.gree; But ·the bottom line is ·with all the work that ' s · gone 

nto this, the amount of public support that ' s gone into it, and the 
!!K>~nt of governm~nta1 ~.uppo:tt for this doqument t I thJ.nk 1t ortly 
~es sense for us to take the next logical step and to put this en 
ballot referendum and just let folks decide . 

Thatr 's really where I'm coming from on th~s. I want to thank 
~nu ver¥ mu.oh for your time ... •• . 

r S\lp7rv~~~r ~~~rk: "'rhank you. Ladies and gentlemen, please .. 
ill 90lrt9 to insist. I will insist . · Hel9a. I thought I: saw Helga 

around somewhere .. There she is . " 

. ' 

He~ga G~!:hy : .. I'm Helga Gutby from Wading River_ I would like 
~thank you tor giving us the opportunity tc vote for the fo~mation 
tf Peconic County .. Ev~n thouqh ( inaudi:blef what· J:s equally or more 
~ttant to me is the big difference in the outlook from the 

icy Qf li.fie bat. ween us and the. Beople _w.est of flill i am Floyd 
y .. 

' ' 

pat"t of Suffl()l.k· <::ount:y , out · con¢erns are ·t1ot ~ing heard,. 
totally ignored . Towns to our west have built up their (inaudible} . 
western Suffolk durop.s Qn u.s ·che tb1.ogs they don . ~ t want. or ~on ;t 

ve toom for any more. · Econom~c grotvth is imp<)rtaat but to a lot 
people on the east ~nd, what that grO\·n:h entai.ls and how fast or 

'•"-"'"''·-~ t:hat;l growth J;,$ takes p~ioritfy .. 

We Sfem .t:o be much more qoncerned with clean ·.·.ater, preserving 
natural r 'esources, fresh a.ir 1 and peace and quiet: . 'rhey just 
cur money and run and don"t want to hear fr~m u! again until the 

Xt el:~t 1on or ta){ tirne.. ·le have th,e oppor.itunlty for home rule 
~nd I hop~ that after careful study of all the issues ~ nvolved, 
ic <;ounty bepomes a reality~ Plea~e do all , th~~ you can t.o _ 

.ill iOur oath of office to us , to ~.tverhead· res.l.6ents, and ·91.ve 
,~ the chance to do better than our ne~ghbor~ tc the we~t , 

, ' 

I • 

just like to ask-- I'~ very interested in a copy of 
there any way that I would be able to get oae or how 
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go about it ? .. 

9up~rvisor Stark; urf you pr omise to g i've ~t back, s ee me 
~r. the '·meeting . and .t will arran9e for j t 1 • Ha·! ga .. I t h i nk we nave · 

extras around .. 1:' ' ' ' . 

Counci l man Prusinows ki.w nyou should mention to t he publ ic that 
~ actual ly pay for this repor t because t hey sound l i ke we ' re on the 

i de o f this ." 

Sueervisor Stark; tt Nancy Swett . Did I pr onounce t hat one 
p · . ' 

tect l y? n 

~an~y Swett : HNQ , you didn ' t ~*' 

••1 d i dn • t think $ 0. ~· . ·. ' ~ 

. Nancy Swett: l~ Nanoy Swett . ~ty - husbana at:ld I own a home in 
·btspcrt . Thank you for havin g thi .s hearing thie afternoon . There 

a lot of people wheJ have put a lot cf time and money and ef fort 
dtto the Peconic Coun t y i s sue . I ' m one of them. And I • m very 
~terested .1n seeing t he r efer endum go this tlovember .. And to allow 
~ people ~n Riverhead the c hance to tal k about this , and for their 

ions to cul minat e i n a vote this . ovember . I think we want to 
·~t our state legislatur e know that there ls support for Peconic 
'"~Unt}' • 

. nd I want. co remi :n~ the Boaro cf the benefits that Peconic 
., ..... _"'_._.,. prornise.s lihich wer,e ver:y \~el. i summe.rx.1z•a,. i~ a · maili ng that 

of us got wl'lo -nave been inv() l ved . One,,, . ~~ere ar~e ·f:ve m~jor · 
! on s to create Feconic County . o~~ ; P·eeonlc county w~ 11 91 ve the 
1"~ east end t ov1ns control ov·er thel.r future~ Two , Pecort.1C <!:ou.oty 

. ~ l save the eas t end rurat quality of l ife and traditional economy . 
" ee , Peconic coun t y wi ll reduce county property taxes by more than 
; ,· Four , Peconi c county means smaller more efficient government .. 

a finally , t 1 ve , the separation of the east end from Suffolk Coun~y 
ill be fa i :r to both counties . 

all reasons ~hQt are ·orth standing up for and 
hope the· Town cf Riverhe~d will do ·the same . 

., 
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~upervisor Stark : "Thank you . I apologize for the pronunciation • 
. ~~e gl asses aren't wo.iking boo well t:oday . Michael Kent. r• 

' 

Michae~ Kent : ~~Go¢,d -,afte.tnoon . . Most people he~a or a· lot of 
1~- here know that :t don't live in Ri verhea.d.·., Bot they also know 
for the l ast 1 2 ·to 14 years I have been. deeply l ,n:volved in 

rhead . r •ve served and continue to serve as a member of the 
d of Directors with the Rlverhead Chamber of commerce . I served 

JPresident of the Chamber for two years . I was also one cf 
original 19 members back ~n the eight1es of the Peconic County 

lnaudibl e) Comrni ttee . And I don ~ t want to repeat all the things 
have a l ready be~n said t but Sherry Patterson mencioned t .he 

lal Serv~ces aspect . This is really a situation~ We pay taxes 
Suffolk County for the pr~v1lege of ·hav1ng them bring what they 

· •t want out here to t;h~ e.ast end .. And to River·head particularly. 
', .. 

· It~ .is a l so my impr·e$·Sion that Ri v.er;head Town-"':' th<tt the tax~s 
-Riverhead pays to· Suffolk county ar·e the highest on the ease 

based on what is in Riverhead . So if Riverhead voters choose to 
~~inue to pay the taxes that they don •t have to pay if Peconic 

Y becomes a fact , then that ' s up to them~ But at least I think 
~Y deserve the opportunity to have a chance co change the situ at ion. 
~as everyone e l se has said in a different wa~ perhaps, I think 

q 

s a long standing practice known fact that the best government is 
t government closest to the people . And i.f we can govern our.

~v~s out here , I th1nk we can do a heck of a lot better job with
a· county legislature and their t\tO mi.l1.ion ooll ;ar a year-- what
t,hei~ buo.get ,is and tf1.e social Se:rv.ices Depatttt1ent and the 

ty: . ~alice fort::e , tll·a.t: ·w·e · p~y tor but qet . no~n~n9 .trom ~ . Thank ' yotl .. ~ 

~uperviso.r stark' · t
1 Thank you . James Golden.. V'hile Mr .. Golden 

Qming up I want -tC let it be known thC\t the· ~; verhead Town Board 
~ artd continues to support che theory o~ letting the voters <?c the 
., ... 'ector ate decide \vhecher they \ll'ant Pecon1c Count..y or not. 'rh1.s 
~~l1c Hearing here th~s afternoon is part of that process. The 
~t precess is doing a resolution which we ~ave ~o have done by 
~tember 4th or 5th So the comments to th1.s po1.nt are really that 
:~·t~ not (inaudible} by virtue of having this Public Hearin~, e 
~a continuing the process_. so ,. I just ~.,,anc to ~a~oe that po1nt and~ 
4ls studY. that I am gointa to lend to Heiga \.:as . pa.ld for by a lot. of 

s from R~.verneact-~· ~qualiy shared by. ·t:be fJ.Ve to¥.~ns. u 
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~ames Golden~ : . nokay 1 Jim, thank you. u • 

, ,_.Thank .you. I didn t t Wiflnt t.'o call you by 

James Gol den: . *'You sa1.d Golding , but you know it • s Golden. u 

Supervisor Stark : ur said Golden ~'' 

James Go l den : ui'm a life long member of Riverhead wh1ch Jim 
and I guess I ' m a grass roots supporter cf Suffolk County and 

UHnk it's wonderful that we are given the opportunity to have 
! choice of forming our own county. Furthermore-- I'll make 1t 

-- I • ve s.een an(} a lot of members here 1n this organization or 
l0'9 have seen the slow withdrawal of the c~urts from the Town of 

~f4.thead ·down to thQ .. ~est. end in c·ertain area·~ A~d the social and 
ic proble:ms of. Ehe wnole cdunty are l:>eing "durnpeq ont·6 Rivetheaii 

I think it ' s really more than '"e should he able to support.. It., s 
t of the ruination of the town actually . ·aesides the jail be,ing 

it here , that seems to be part of t, too, but" again.. I guess 
part of the grass roots and that ' s how 1 feel. Tnank you, Jim." 

~ueervisor Stark: "Thank you . Chris. I saw Chris come in 
Son of Hlchael . u 

Chr: is Kent : t•Good afternoon. Hy name is Christopher Kent.. I 
at. 85 Old Stone Road 1 Calverton, New Yo:r~'' · and 1 work he.re tn 
, ! have a business. I was going to s~a:k Q\l .l.t~ a whi.le b·ut t ttn 
to hear: .tha.t ;tt3\:l .. •tl·• olre.ady· dec ide'd-·- th~ TQW'd Bo~r:d has decidttd 
they are to favor ·Of putt~i nq tne .tie!erendo·nt on t: e ha llo . S<'> 

&n•f believe it •s n~ceesary to go on too 1ong. I 'm sure we ali 
lev.e here that the right to-- " 

_§upervisor starK~ ul \'IOuld cnly correct yctJ on that . The 
has not made a 'decision*» 

~r thought you just said tha~.~ 

~ueerv.1sor sta;tK : 'tNo.. This Board has alwa..ts . s~ppo·rted the 
tendurn of the que~tio-n cf should there be a Pe.conr~ County; 
ld' there not be a Peconio county ,_. Tb~ ref~rendu.m tnat we • .re 
s~'ing here tod.ay, .. do~s not speoificaJ.ry lS·~ that (~uest·~o.o .. '' 



/1996minutes 779 

•t I understand that .. " 

Supexvi~or Star~; .. HAnd if that referendum <l<tes go on in the 
ea.ster.n to:wns, t.he~e·s going to be a g.reah d~al of public 

lions . that's go in-9 to have to go .on by tbe Peconic commit t .ee so 
o not make that referendum confusin9 to the voter. Nhat theytre 

· ry try1ng to do is to say if you are in favor of Peconic County, 
:.hen Vote for the change of town law within your town ... 

Chris Kent: "That's correct. I understano that." 

Superv1.sor Stark: .. Absolutely correct . ., 

Chris Kent: ui heard you say that you were' supporting-- H 

":\§~£)ervisor Sta.r:k: · ~'w-e t ve alw·ays sopportea~i<O't. l aa.o give :tou. 
ral resblutiori.s ·ap<;l I can give you the caru;el.l ,ed 'Ch$cks and· I 

nack as far .a.s ' Evans Griffing and this question has and wj:ll con
Eo haunt the five eastern towns. And Caryl p~obably can con

this better tnan 1 can that Evans, who was a Super i$or of the 
of Shelter Island and also Cha1rman of the Board cf Supervisors 

I guess we call them when they went from a supervisor to a 
~i!Iator started the movement of Peconic Coun~y. And 1 have been 
:favor for years cf let us find cut from the electorate. But we 
tll ·be discussing it~ We have until September 5t.h to get another 
·~~olution to continue the process. There will be no offlcial vcte 

afternoon.,n 

lt I u.l)de.rstand that. I t.hink · ,veryane hezr~ iE glad 
Bqa.rd hae been (inaudible) · .and · wf! ··hope t:hac. · y0u 
be supportive .. 1 th.ink eveeyone .believes chat 

~tn9 aBle to decide and select a form of gove.rnnlenr. that· s a 
damental right in ~his country, one that dates back to the settle
~ of Jamesport and Plymouth colony . And there is probably st1ll 

lot of descendants that live in the Town of Riverhead atd on the 
h fork and all throu9hout the east end cf Long Island who have 
ll.es that date back to the times when-- .. 
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'' 

for ~he record, too.» 

Ch'ris Kent : · "'For some of the same reasons that- .... " 

Supervisor Stark: '·'I was go~ng to throw a curve in there, but 
von • t ., " 

Kent; .. Go ah~ad. Don ·f t make a mistake. 1 t 11 put it 
t out of the park." 

"No. A low sinking curve ... 

Chr,ts Kent: "For so·me of the same reasons that .those &ar1ct..er 
lers ·came hera, I think we at th1s point want to break away frcm 

:tolk COWlty. we , the ta:xpayers of the fJ:.ve easte~nmost towns of 
Jfclk County pay a greater percentage for the ccunty budget than 
rec.eive in oounty -services l thit:1k that • s a gl ven. l t .. , .s gone 
or a long time . Second, we do not want those western lawmakers 
po·litic.ians to decide what w~ should have out here. Their ·issues 
completely different than our issues~ WeJre-- t~e~ ·don •t fee l 
it's as important as we do that our farmlands should be preserved , 
cux baywaters need to he p,reserved4 , They try tQ tie every 

sian on preservation, open space preservation , Robbins Island 
ue, , Th~y t.ry to tie that ~n·to somethin<j tn.at • s ec.cnomical'ly 

ageous to them up west .. And we just don't need to do that any-

·We' should be ·making our own decision of flo\<~ w·e · are scinq to 
~ierve our land, how we are going to 9overn our people , hq~ we are 
al.ng t'O spend our money. We snouldn 1 t be giving cur mOney ·to a 
tnm~nt that • s cent,ralizing i ,tself ,.away fr·om the county seat~ \ie 
tHe county seat of su~folk still yet all we have her~ are jails, 
nal. courts;~r and a social Servi-ee eent:er that serves. people from 
aven Town . ~e den • t need that anymore . \ie snould be tak1ng 

'~ ot hour own, we shouldh '( t be pay4ng moned* to pqlit~cians irr ·.the 
tc be making dec is 1ons that aren • t going to help us but 'e have 

~ay· Tor them .. 

Look at. the Southwest sewer oist·ric·t ~ the centra1iat1d . G~urt 
ex in Islip or tn.e a. Lee oenni son building . Bureaucratic ~h -ite 
ants tHat we are paying for but are nc ·t getting ser·,ed by. 

· !Jon• t have Dlst.rict <;Qurts ovt nere. We have ou.r 'l"o\ n Counrts. 
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e aon 't need to be paying i nto a centralized District Cou~t complex. 
!t. 's hurt us :in just more ways . than just paying tor it .. Bacause 
etve also lost a significant amount of financial resources. People 

oon •t come. out here as much to go to· the . oourts . we ' ve lost a iot. 
! money in our town. So I'm glad to hear that you •ve been supportive 

Ht the past and t .bat we hope that you will give us the opportunity 
~make the decision 1n the future that we will form our own county.q 

"Thank you.. Lad~es and gentlemen, please . 

S!'Ierry Johnson: "Good afternoon. Iviy name is Sherry Johnson. 
i t:~side at. · Horton's eourt in Manorvi lle.. And aa a life long resident 

' of the east end, I have supported the concept of Peconic County 
nnce 1 f ir.st heard about it . And I \/.as very happy that Mr. Thiele 
re1ntroduced the idea and that a number of people have been work.tng 
~ . it ~ery 'hatd ifi the past 'few years~ I'm g!ad to hea~ that you 
lsc support t;.hat concept and l:)opeful ly you w1ll do what.ev~r you can~ 

I feel that our own county government will be m~ch more 
tesponsive to our needs than the current county government has been . 
ith oaly ,two representatives ·· as &everal peop).e have ment i ·oned, it • s 

really tough when those two representat1ves have to go aga1nst the 
.1£ west end le<Jislators .. so I certainly hope · that :tou 't4iil also 

.te to place the refer~ndum on the ballot as you votea to hola this 
aarin~ . I think· the committee cer,tainly is up to the challenqe 
-~ucating the people on . what they will be voting on and I don ' t tbink 
hiat yo··u shcul d l~t the Assembly hold us hostage anymore than we 
~auld let .the current county gcverpment hold u~ hostage as they 
·ave over many issues . Thank ycu very much .. " 

Sh Bob ~ It uThank you, erry . . 

Bob Wallace: "First of all , 
t1 zert of th~ Town of Riverhead. 

ltnost 30 years--· •• 

let me speak to you as a private 
I ~ ve been ·~ i ving t n th~s town 

S9oerviso.r stark : .. Boo~ qpula you just .PoJnt c ~ at ro1cr:op~one 
"loser' ~P "'Lo y~ui Yes I that* s the one . If you ,.,ould so they ooul.d 

in the back. please~" 

n I • ve been l1vin9 in. the To ·n of R1ve:rnera.d over 

\ .. 
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10 year s an d r ' ve been fighting for Peconic County fo~ over .20 years . 
t! wan~ Peco n ic County and we want the people to have the , opportunlty . 

·to· vote on it whether they want i''t: or not . Okay~ ·~ow , l et me speak 
~G you as the ae facto leadeJr .qf the Conse.rvati ve Party for the Town 
~f Riverhead . We have spe.akheaded thi~ f1ght as (inaudible) f.or 
~conic county ever since its inception over 20 years ago. We . ha~e 
~t chang~d our phil osophy . And all of the so called Conservatives 
~ this town have backed us up and I want: ·you to remember a l l you 
people on the Town Board, you plan to be Co,ns$rvati ves 1 · understand 
:ons.~rvati ve ph i ).osophy . We have not cht\ng~d. And I speak for all 
(be members of the Conservat~ve Party I which are not a whqle . lot I 
~t over 400 , and we ' re saying let us vote for this Peconic coun~M· 

.~ue~rv ~!?or St ark.,t "Thank you , Bob . " 

sueervisor Stark : 11 Do I have to excuse myself from this 
.J:s,timony? The Honorable Thomas .M . StarR, cousin of mine . I guess 
rvbllc COltUT\ent l.S not conflict Of interest. Tom l$ a retired Supreme . 
~ rt Justice .. " 

.,homas Stark : "And a member of this Board 30 years ago ... 

Supervisor Stark: "That's right .... 

~ 

rrhomas Stark : "Forty years ago · u 

Suee~v±sor Stark: "Forty years a9o.u · 

Thomas Stark : *' I am not necessarily against th~ concept of 
Onic County , however , I have certain ques;ticns as to matters that: 

Inaudib l e) t and It d like if possible t.o obtain a little more in for
tlon . I 4hink the.,..- now it states in bere that I?eoonic County 

, li m~ke a one time payroen~ to suffolk count¥ of i $76~0Q?t?O~ <\t. th6l 
.1 eo separation for Peconic's enare of Suffolk s llabl.l:ttles., Now 
e~ rtm ·concerned with is th'at $76,000 , 000 to pay off a complete 

~n&ed indebtedness? Who has ·that information?''' 

• .§.upervisor . ~t~rk. : "r d<;>n • t kn0w th~t we . h~\'~ tha7 infcrmat lQn 

.r ~~ would . supply l.t specifically at . ~h lS Publ~~ Hea;r.1ng: But those 
o;>le who are-.;. been on the pe.conic Committee w1ll certaJ:nly . se~ the 

, ldge ~fte:r and !iUf>ply you wi.th that... You can name the· questaons ·and 



'' 

. 26'/19 9 6m.in u ee s 

:Mn we can go from there. Or we can call one of them up to the 
~terophone after you and he ean make comment-- or she ." 

., . ThO'mas Stark_: ''All of Pecon.lc County still with · the subject 
waud1ble) shar~ of the payment of county ind~otedness if th1s 
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~es 10 , 20, JO years . The bonds now have 20 , 30 years to run and 
Ula, ( ine;iudible} lnclud~ng what would become Pecon.tc County backs up 
ttlC!e bonds and if they were to be collected ln county t-axes I \~Oula 
· .be based on populat1.on o~ ass·es·sed valuat1.on because Pecon.ld 
founty would have a l ot more assessed valuat.ton in certa_1n aspects . 

Also , the brochure ment1ons that there would be sharing of the 
, lS eounty facilities. · some of the things r can see sharing · for 
t<~11ple th~ county parks I th1nk could be very eas.1ly sbared.. ·Some-
1htrtg l1ke the Shinnecock Canal , I 1 m not sure . The bridges ~n 
.. o~_ue an,d Westhampton . The cou.nty facllities r l.9ht here 1n River~ 
'aa. The County center , the ja1.l , the two major court buildin~s 

!lt;ht h.~re in Ri verhesd.. I assume th.1s would have to be ·worked out . . 

J\ a snaring basis, all of these facil1.t.1es .. 

The county h.lghways to me would be a b.tg stumbling block ,, how 
?econic County will take over , purchase all these' county h1ghways . 
. nat 's something that would have to be ~nswered to ever~-one ' s 

1 '~tisfaction . 

· Also, a new county, of course , by law would have to set up a 
'tqoer ef . new different departments... They, would hav~ to have a 
l~k , a treasurer, a comptroller , d1strict attorney, a Board of 
~al. 'h, a Bbart1 of social· W$lfare, at least coort faC'J.l:t.tie$ for six 
.. r ~even judges, facilities for . a ~ublic ')orks Department, a Board 
f .. t!lections . All of these ' would nave to be set up and ! assume 
U~e ta lking about shar1ng with (inaud~ble). 

to ( i.naudible} that someone met~.t1oned a ft:w minutes 
courts leaving Riverhead~ That is not tak1ng place . 

... lr, years ag.o we ·added 13 brand new courtrooms to Rivexhead ever in 
'h Crim1 nal courts build~ng. We are alec renovat~ng Gr1fl1ng 
Yantie oo handle up to efgb~ more judges there . So there h~s not 
~n any movement of courts frcm Riverhead. If anythtng" 1t ' s been 
~3~ Other t4ay · ar·ound. We"ve haC! judges· \he were slt'ttrHJ "l.n the 
:nn1son building came out and sit bere now. So I would l1ke to 

!~~:\~"' ' ' ,,. . 
~-1fy that . Thank you~" 
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Supervisor St:.ark: "Th~nk you. \~~ also are slated ... for 16 new 
~~'"""'"'"Ll>l""'"~" Court courtrboms by the year 2001 .. I think tnat, s a state 

a mandate.. That completes the people ¥~ho wanted tQ speak 
cially. :rs there anybody else who would l1ke to make comment at 

.. hls pa~ticular time? If not, I have polled my ·Board. vole w1ll leave 
~e Public Hearing open to the close of bus~ness hours Friday , 
August 30th~ . a~ close of . b'tlsiness hours for written comtnent by any

Y who was unable to attend th1s afternoon ' s public hearing. I 
•Ia also like to submit a letter I received from Dr. Koppelman- - I 
~e!s we c~ll him . I don • t know whether he ' s a doctor Qr not.. I 

'nk he is a doctor. You c~n ~ubmit to the record. Barbara has 
c~r letters that have been subm1tted because of the inabil1ty to 

appearance . Those letters w1ll be available at the Town 
office la~er on this afternoon or dur1ng the balande of this 

behalf of the Board, I would like tc thank you for coming 
. er~ t ·oday. This Board will- - over the next two or three days ., 
~~F t d1scussing the quest~on in front of us and we are on scheaule , 

1te not behind . we•ve done what was requested ·of us and we wlll 
take up the next step to this que&t1on. 

' ' 

witl}out any f.urther comment., I will adjour~ the vocal 
of this and leave comment open to closing cf business hcurs 
August 30th. Thank you. .very much .. v 

Public Hearing adjourned: 2:55 p.m~ 

~fu;J 
~~. CQJL. 


