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Minutes of a Public Hearing held by the Town Board of the Town

Gf Rlverhead, at Tcwn Hall,.Rlverhead, New York, on Tuecday, October

:Prasent:
James R. Stark, Supervisor
Victor Prusinowski, Councilman
Mark A. Kwasna, Councilman
James B. Lull, Councilman
Otto Wittmeier, Councilman

Also Present:

i Barbara Grattan,' | Town Clergﬁ_:
| Robert Kczakzew1cz, Esq., Town Attorney

Barbara'Grattan: -“I'have affidavits of publishing and posting
of a Public Hearing to be held at Riverhead, New York, at 4:00 p.m.
cn Tuesday, Octcber 7, 1996, to hear all interested perscons who
wigh to be heard regarding a local law entitled Rental Dwelling
Units."

Supervigor Stark: "Thank you, Barbara. Several months ago,
~this Board instructed and charged the Town Attorney to revigit our
- rental ordinance which is now on the books and strengthen it and
_ bring it up to date. We held one Public Hearing. We took that in-

~ Put and we tried to incorporate much of that input into the second
_ version and as we will-- of this afternoon's public hearing and .
~ again this evening, take whatever input that we hear here that is

 constructive of 1mportance. as all comments are important, and we

will probably revise even this issue.

__ We are striving to develcop a rental law that is fair to all
_People, landlords and renters, and also provide housing which 1s
safe, healthy and up to code as far as building codes, fire codes,

 ete,

_ We feel strongly that all people, all resxdents have the right
te live in # healthy and safe environment. I would ask at this time

_ if our Town Attorney,
o this cadﬂ and then 1 wxll open it up for publxc uemmant,.

Bob ﬁczaklewacz, w111 gzva 4 short preﬁentatzan
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| RQhart Kozakiewicz: "As pointed out by the Supervisor, okay--
'3gacw we're turned on-- as pointed out by the Supervisor in his open-
, xmg comments, the Town Board in striving to address the issue of
"'hou51nq standards and provide for housing which should be fair and
‘equitable to all citizens of the Town of Riverhead, asked me to look
T;ﬂ,ﬂuxfgurngnt provisions in the code book under Chapter 86, Rental
Properties, and to review same and modify same and amend same in
‘rrder to address current needs of the community.

} As also pointed out, there was a hearing 1in April of this year
-iﬁﬁpaclflcally April 16, where we heard comments from the public with

\respect to the initial draft which was to repeal the existing
3,;ﬁhapter 86 and replace it Wlth the new Chapter 86.

' Subsequent to that hearing, I, along with Lori Talmage, worked

~ ltogether to draft the present proposal which is before the Board

today and the comment of today's public hearing. As pointed out,

. /lt's a local law which is to replace the current chapter, Chapter 86,
| tepeal same, and replace it with the new current Chapter 86. |

i ‘Many may not be aware, but the current Chapter 86 has been on
the books since 1980 and it likewise provided for a rental permit

~  for certain properties. In the case of the 1980 legislation which

sﬁimrreﬂtly exists;~the'rental'permit would be required in the case

' 0f a property which consists of three or more rental dwelling units.

. .M™e failure of an owner of such rental property to obtain a permit
I wuld also be a violation just as it is in the case of the

‘new legislation which is before the Board today.

That's one of the distinctions that should be brought out to

. public's attention that all rental properties would now be subject

L to the provisions of Chapter 86 i1s adopted by this Board. That 1is

_any property invelving a single rental unit. We would not cut it
JgorE at thra@ as in the past. e |

o We dld take into consideration some of the comments made at the
. Ppril 16th meeting. One of those was to exempt from the application
L of this Chapter rental property that is being rented by an cwner or
*g€¢us immediate family. So that if an individual is renting property
L to a daughter or son, whether it's a room, a couple of rooms, they
would not be required to file or obtain a rental permit. We,
-lxk&wxae, exempted agrlcultural farmhousing inasmuch ag that's



10/7/1996minutes 882

already'regulated by many other agencies.

i The permlt w@uld be a two year permit. The fee currently as
“.pr@pased by the B@ard would be $150 for a q1ngle dwelling unit."

jCounc1lman Kwasna: "Bob, 19 it 5150 every two years?"

' Robert Kozakiewicz: "Yes. It would be. 1If the rental unit,
however, ceases and there is a new rental occupancy put in place,
the party would have tc come back in and reapply or it would not be
subject to a fee.

. These address many of the comments that were made during the
last flearing in April of '96. 1 think the Board is striving to
i provide for safe housing in the Town of Riverhead and will listen to
i all the cemments and certalnly 1 it O take them lnto consideration as
"well " o 5 .

'Superviscr Stérk:' “Thank you, Bob. 1Is there anybody in the
audience that would like to make comment on this particular rental
law? Don't be bashful, just like church. Charlie. Right up
front."

Charles Crump: "My name is Charles Crump. I live at 40 Dolphin
Way. 1I'm a small landlord and I'm against this proposed law. It's
going to increase pclice powers in a time when governments, state
e ang federal gcvernments, are talking in terms of less government .
~ And aleso you are going to have to increase the staff of the Building
if-ﬂepartment . lmplemant this law, this really complicated law, and
. @& lot of effnrt w@uld have to be put into it. It's definitely going
: to be an Jncrease in staff. And also if you are going to increase
staff you are goxng tc increase taxes.

I-know the Suparvisor 18 1in the process now of making his
PIOposed-- his tentative budget. And he's-- "

.Squrvisﬂr sbark; "Already in."

. Charles Crumgm "Okay. So, you know, he's wrestling with it,
trying to redume it to a lower percentage, and right now 1t's pretty
Bubatantxal I think somewhere around 7% and that's going to be an
lnaxaas@ in taxas alang wmth the stafflng and 80 forth." . |




Supervisor Stark: "5.98."

igbﬁflés Crump: "5.98. Okay. Good, Joe."

3sn§éiﬁisor Stark; "Jim. Joe's gone now, Charlie."

Charles Crump: "Yeah. Okay. You know this law is also
discriminatory. It has exempt the farm workers housing and seasonal
housing. I would think that you would be concerned about their
housxng sh@uld be safe and so forth. You know, the American dream
i8 practically unreachable, that is owning a own home by the kids in
this community. And the $150 charge is going to be passed on to the
renters. Now, I feel very strongly that the landlords serve a very
important function in town. Because the fact that Riverhead is a
. blue collar town, and as I indicated not everybody is able to--

. pecple to purchase a home. People have been here all their lives,
and just not able to do it. And so, you know, West Islip-- I mean

-west Hempstead where you got this code from, is a very affluent town."

SupervLSOr Stark: "North Hempstead."

L ¥Charles Crump._:“North Hempstead I should say. North Hempstead
A8 a very affluent town and I was told by someone that the reason
that they passed this ordinance is because of the fact that didn't

want the people in Hempstead moving 1in there. They wanted to control
lt. ) :;-; _

;__;I;dun t know what the problem 18 here but 1 understand-- I've

~ been reading the papers about and alsc heard some of the Town Board
members talk ‘about Scocial Services, that we've got tco many Social
Service people. The County has changed their policies and their
attltude about the Sccxal Service tenants and I believe that

because of it, landlords are shying away from renting tc Social
_Sexvxc&sﬁ.;hnd alang with the federal law just recently passed, I

~ think are going to see some-- you are going to accomplish the
goal yan have in mind if Social Services is a problem, I think

you: areﬁga1ng to acagmpllsh the goal wlthout passing this COmpllcatﬁé.
law.

IS Alae, the-- 1 thlnk you are going in the wrong dlrectxcn,
i-reallﬁ cause of th& fact that you need to aid the landlords in
,mjahllxty ue get rid mf bad tenantﬁ, Right naw, it takeg
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two, three, four months to evict a tentant, alcng with $800 plus.
So I think you need to make it easier for the landlords to get rid
of these.bad_tenants. And I think that would be extremely helpful .

I really belleve that the Town w0uld b& better served, you
know,_lf we would put more effort-- this particular law, put more
effort into the drug problem, major drug problems we have in town,
Main Street is getting to look more and more like a ghost town. We
have this problem with Grumman, trying to develop that. The
agquarium, and also the taxpayers in the town ought to be concerned
about our bonded indebtedness. Now, I was reading the papers there
and it looks like we're at least three times as high as any east
end out here, the bonding indebtedness. And 1t reminds me of the
19080 g~= *

; Supervisér Statk* "I only want to 1nterject on that because T
can’ 't let that pass wzthout comment, Charlie."

Charles Crp@Ei "sure."”

Supervisor Stark: "Out of the $24,000, 000 that we have bond
indebtedness, probably about $21,000,000 is, in fact, or $20,000,000

of that is Water District. That's spread out into several districts.
S0 8 |

Charles Crump: "Okay. All right, thank you. But, you know,
certalnly, supplying water to the community 1s a very important
matter. There's no question about it. But I was just thinking
. abont the—w'stzll we have to pay the bond off, these bonds off, I
. should €ay. And it reminds me of 1980 when we-- the country went

"13, JBEC Babt s went from less than a trllllen_dollars to over four

trillion dollars in eight years, and now we're paying off that debt
to the tune of over four hundred billion dollars on interest pay-
ments only."

Supervisor Stark: "Again, the water bond indebtedness is not
a general town 1nﬁebtedness. |

_Charlgs Crumgu_-“Yes. I8 are T

_ ”*Tﬂgggrvaﬁor Stark..=”1nd1v1dua1 distrigt; such as on Dﬂlphin'j
Way, Y@n ar& 1nw1ﬁdxvidual dlstrxct.”5 B i i







require a lot-- an awful lot of effort in manpower to implement it.
Instead, start enforcing the present laws. So thank you very much
Eer allawlng me te make a few comments. " |

Superv1sor Stark. “Thank you, Charlle, it's gocd to see you.
Enjaylng retirement?"

Charles Crump: "It doesn't get any better than this. Play a
11ttle golf i '

Sugerv1sor Stark "You bet you. ' rs there anybody else who
would llke to make comment at this particular time? Joe?"

.qu”Gergela: "Good afternoon, Mr. Supervisor, members of the
Board. 1I'm Joe Gergela, Executive Director of the Farm Bureau. And

fi | N3 m Joe Gergela, Executive Director of the Farm Bureau, Long

Island Farm Bureau. And I represent 4,600 farm families and people
in agxa_bu51ness. I testified at the last hearing on this and in
the meantime we have been in touch with the Town Attorney and I
gpent a great deal of time today also talking with Lori to get a
little better understanding of where the town wanted to go with
th19¢-,;- | | .

ﬁe understand the intent fully. T don't dlsagree that there
are some concerns and that any citizen should have the right to
reside in a dwelling that meets, you know, state codes, building
codes, fire codes, etc., that the domicile that they reside in is,
Yﬁu kﬁﬂw, hospztabla. That I dnn’t disagree with. |

Icguess that our concern stems more on the compllance side of
hﬂw thls is to be enforced. Number one, how are you going to get
all the people that have rental properties to register with the
town and be willing to pay a fee? If you don't have everybody
. ©omply with this law, then it's selective enforcement and could be
.~ Geenms ”axbxtrary and caprxclaus if brcught before court. -

"

'Iiﬂytu are ga;ng to have*~

rggpncilman Prusinowski: "How do they do it in Southampton?"

Gargela'
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Councilman Prusinowski: "They have a rental law in Southampton."

S Joe Gargela. "Y¥eah. And 1 talked to our counsel about that
.ané he said that there are varlous towns that have, you know,
similar code. And some of those are being challenged. I understand
that Brookhaven and North Hempstead are still in court on theirs.

‘.Tﬁﬁgﬁay~that&&%"f

'SuparviSOr Stark: "That's why we're still in public hearing."

g Jée"ﬂargela~- "I know. 1 appreciate that. I guess that from
an ab]ectlve point of view, the way that it reads is that it's
extremely intrusive to the average person. People that-- "

i cguncllman Prusinowski: "Joe, what do we do~- like we just
'r&a&nrly got a petition for like 150 people in downtown Riverhead
here because they were-- their lives were being affected by land-
lerds and tenants who were out of control. What do we do-- and
_whan‘we ve exhausted every legal means we have, what are we supposed

J”““7_ta tell those people?"

Joe Gergela: "Victor, your concern is noted. I fully
3P?rec1ate that.?_if o .

Ccuncllman Prusxnowskl. ‘"Well, I'm asking a gquestion because
I'm reading your thing here and I thought the agricultural workers
were exempted and I see the Parm Bureau now is not satisfied with

'?}__that, 80 x’m a little confused what the position of the Farm Bureau

is an thls.

Joe Gergela._ "Well, we don't believe that 1t's necessary and

1 1 have to ‘echo what Charlie just said, that if the town took a look
L aE its exlstlng code and figured out a way how to get the Building

Depﬁrtment_to enforce what you already have on code, may not need
tc pass new law. And when 1 talked tc the Town Attorney today, we
| e talka& a little bit about that. That rather then create some-

ﬂﬂ“.thxng 11&3 a monster, why not tweak your existing code to do what

_lﬁ necezgary to enforce compliance and enforce the codes. When I
talked with Lori today, she told me abcout some personal experiences

L ““d I fully appreciate what the Tawn i8 trying to do here. 1

au_f; that thzs is everkxll and is extremely intrusive to the
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average citizen.

 Like I said, also-- "

Councilman Prusinowski: "Can I give you an example? We have
two projects-- three projects in this town now. We have across the
street, which Charlie knows was a disaster in the 70's. We have
Doctors Path, and we have other homes that are regulated. They have

 Bocial Service, SSI, Social Security recipients. They have a mix
across the street. You know why that project is an excellent pro-
ject? Why we have_very little building ccde viclations cver there?
They have rules and regulations there. They have the management
company that keeps it up. They have strict rules with the tenants
and that project has been there now since 1978, since it was rebuilt
with federal money. And what I'm trying to tell you is that non |

every landlord and every tenant in this town follows the rules. I

' can tell you rlght now, everywhere I go in this town, this is the

. last thing that people tell their elected officials which is-- and

1'1]l give you an example. Let's go right across the street. I

remember-- we all remember what that was before the management
company took over, with Supervisor Smith leading the way and getting

1 the fadﬂral money and stuff in here. They've been following the
, 'rulas now for over 15 years. There is some landlords who wrote us

| a letter today, like Bagshaw Real Estate-~- he's in favor of the law

and he's given us some good suggestions on how we cculd make the law
more reasﬁnable towards, you know, industry.

i haut my pOlnt 15 that we have cpecml attorneys. We have been

g;jte ae and we're-- as a cemmunlty, we're trying te flnd an answer
,_Ei-to make the fair playlng ground fair to everybcdy which by the way

| includes the other 9800 residents who live in the town whe have to
deal with this because it affects thelr property values and their
llves.; So that's what we're trying to acccmplish. We're not trying
 to put anybody out of business. We are just trylng to make sure
;ﬁhﬂt' rybady pla"ﬁ by the same rules. o g

it We have three prcjects in tne town that are doing a very gcod

; {j,job of that. They are all subsidized and low income and they have

741 Social Service clients in there and SSI, but if you go into those
;f_qommunit~ﬁ§“~ not projects, communities, they are doing a wonderful

m Jab' he atharihand, we have some cher private guye in business
wh L fﬁapartmant acmplexes in t@wn, that 1f you go




there.néw; it's a disgrace."

i JQ@ Gergela: "Victor, I couldn't agree with you more in every-

. thing you say and I don't disagree with the Town Board's intent. 0

. What I'm trying to say 1s that there seems to be some weak parts of
the proposed ordinance that could be challenged in court. The last
thing that you want to do for the taxpayers of the town is to have

. local law that can't be enforced and is deemed, you know, arbitrary

. by a court and you wind up 1n court spending thousands of dollars_

L An lawaults rather than have something that—~.“: - -

Coﬂn911man PruSinowsklz “Well, actually some of the provisions
~ 1n our proposed law, which correctly some of it was gotten from
. Hempstead, 1s in court right now. And we will wait for those
-adjudiﬁiﬂtioa_becans&-1t will save us some money.

_ B&tﬁﬁbuﬁknew something? I heard that thing too before. Well,
_you den't want to spend any money because you got a raise, you've
. got to put more people on the payroll. 1 have heard-- I've been
. here 15 years, I have heard every excuse in the world why we shouldn't
ik, do this., And you know something? People want something to be done
\. about i, And I'm giving you the examples. Those four projects
_ that we have in town, they follow the rules, they're low income,
i they are giving an opportunity for people who can't afford to buy a
. house or subsidized because they are working people, they are single
. parente, there is a mix in there. And those projects are well run.
1y And pecple in there have a decent-- they live in decent conditions
. and tﬁéy*are not subjected to the abuse of some people that are in
; th1s juﬁwata make a lot of mcney and really don't care what the
. impact 1$ on the tawn.

- JQQjGergela: "I understand. I thought that this was a hearing.
8 thﬁughﬁ.that you were supposed to be doing the-- *

uncilman Prusinowski: "No. This is the second hearing and
il g the listening and it's also a dialogue. We live in a
'ﬁlcemmun;ty and I'm entltled to my opinion like you are entitled to
. your opxnlon. kay

_Jea"Gerggla* “Yup.

_viﬁar Staxk, . “Thank y@u, Joe. Go ahead, Joe."
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Joe Gergela: "Okay. My correspondence to you is-- "

- Councilman Prusinowski: "I know. We're-- "

TTJdeiGerééla: "And dialogue is good. 1 spent time today talking
to the Town Attorney and the Supervisor's Assistant to get a little

11 more ansight as to where the town wants to go. We don't disagree

with these concerns. From a practical standpoint and from a tax-

payer point of view, just let's just be sure that it's enforceable,
that the people that you are going to have enforcing this code use
some common sense. We-- and there probably should be another time

4 Eor. an@ther ‘discussion, but there are concerns with who is going to

. enforce compliance and how it's going to be done. The last thing

.~ that anybody that's going to be filing for permits and approvals, we
don't need people nitpicking, making life difficult for people that
are paying taxes in the town. So I would alsc ask that you consider
that aspect of thas as well. Okay. Our comments are meant to be
constructive."

queKV1sor Stark: '"Yes, and I think that's why we are holding

u”-thawﬂ having a public hearing, Joe. Many of your comments not only

| right here in the public hearing, the Farm Bureau has been working
. ¢losely with us through not only personal appearances down here,
3-;talk1ng to you myself, Lor1 or Bobby, all Board members, or through

F 1 the Aq ﬁdvlsﬁry Board.

Certalnly, 1 spent 35 years in the industry. Certainly, I know
the preblems of the 1ndustry, well understand the problems of the

€ ¥m1némstry. ‘We are heading in a direction. Let me assure you that
| this Town Board probably will not adopt a rental law until we are

pretty sure_lt will suﬂtaln court battles.

When w& flnléh with this we wxll (inaudible) it; it will go up

”'@*ta th& St ite Mrorney General's Office, it will go to the Association

~ °f Towns, where we will get additional comment on it and, certainly,
~ ¥e will move forward cautiocusly, but aggressively. We will protect

| the citizens of this town whether they're actual taxpayers living
. in their own home or the citizens who rent in our tewn who are

ﬂ_aﬁtually paying taxes through their rent, that everybody has a safe
. and healthy ﬁOﬂdltlQn in order to llve their dally llves and bring

.; £&the1r chald*eu.




Joe Gergela: "I think we all-- "

‘Supervisor Stark: "And that's the direction we're heading."

- Joe Gergela: "People are asking why is the Farm Bureau con-
cerned about this? Well, we're concerned for a number of reasons,
one 1s that many cf our members own properties in the town, some

- have rental houses, some depend on rental houses for their labor.
~ And, as mentloned earller, that anything more than five unrelated

_SﬁPQrVisor Stark: "I'm glad you mentioned that because I
didn't want to."

| ;Jbﬁ;Gergela; "Okay. Becomes, you know, covered by-- "

yervisor Stark: "But also, as you well know, too, Joe, that
there are certain limitations on a single family house as to the
number of people who can live in that house. And that is, there is
a code on our books right now that, in fact, more than five un-

4+ related ‘people in a house is not allowed in a single famlly house.

L Am 1 nmt cerrect?"' |

b

HHQbeft-KoZaklewicz: nYes . "

§gperv1$er Stark: "Yes, so there are some things going on that,
in fact, we just waﬂt to strengthen up. We are going to do it
i SQQresalvely. we're going to do it properly and we are going to do
. Lt with good Judgment that not only benefits the town but benefits
the r&s&dEnts or the town. " - '

Jae Gergela: “We have great confidence in this Board that you
. 4l Axe g@xng to do that and we just wanted to be constructive with our

;@?130r Stark*' "And we take it as constructlv& and we lcck

| ferwardaﬁo continuing the close relationship between the Ag Commlttee,

- the Farm Bureau, and the Town Board as you still are as far as I'm
CQ“GQ:BEﬂ: our number one industry."

:iﬁrggla: j"Thank you,_ aud, Vic, 1 was only pUlling,yqur
a8 lzttla bit." L e . | |
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i Councilman Prusinowski: "No, I-- look, I understand what your
. (tconcerns are. 1'm not going to say it publicly, but I read number

.jfour'hara'aﬁd you know that we've had that discussion about property
. values and stuff and I understand that. And you have to understand
:F}that this has been the silent thing that's been going around this
. town. Everybody knows that's in this business and I have to tell
- ' you something that I think that it got completely out of contreol in
il thie town. There's a lot of people making a lot of money off this
2o ithing and at the same time always getting lectured about turnout.

. Let's talk about the money that I personally voted for here that
makes me 31ck to my stomach to buy 414, Raspberry Hilton, all these
. places that the taxpayers in the end had to bail out these types of
.\ things to improve the town. And we're paying off a 20-- we can't
~even sell the parking lot to Tuttle's Funeral Home because it's
. bonded for 20 years. He'd like to buy it but he could never pay--
| afford to pay it back what the taxpayers have to pay to get rid of
| that mess we - had known as 414,

1 And;a lot of the landlords in the town do a great job and they

follow the rules and there's no problems. And we have a lot of good
~ projects in the town but we have a few guys that are out there just
jﬁﬁraklng aévantage,"

b Jﬁﬁ'ﬁ&rgela:' "I think that mbst people that 1've spoke to agree
with the Town Board on the need to dec what you are trying to do but
x.thelsame time I've also heard from a number of people that-- "

Supervisor Stark: "Be cautious.”

Joe Gergela: "Yes, be cautious

| Councilman Prusinowski: "I completely understand your concern
- %out the Building Inspectors by the way, because I know that's a
ﬁ;fﬁﬂg a@n@a@h,that a lat of pecple have."

. upervisor Stark: “Thank yeu; Joe. 1Is there anybody else
. that would like to make comment at this particular time? We are
~ i’ing to have another session tonight at 7:00. And I will mention
__ liter on before we close this afternoon's portion and tonight's
- ithat 1 amﬁgexng to leave this Public Hearing open until the close
tot busia' _©on Friday, October 18th, for written comments. So if
” waﬁld pass that word on in your articles this week, I
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'-Jde7Gergela§_'"Aqa1n~~ "

4 Sgpexvzsor Stark, "Charlle, Charlie, let me get thlS gentlaman
back here. We will go arOund once and then we will come back for
recall. The Democratic way.

John Huck: "Hi. John Huck, from Wading River. 1'm one of
those good landlords you've been talking about. 1I've got seven units
under one rcof, five are studics and two are one bedrooms. Will I
be paying $lSO.everyatwo years for each unit?”" .

T Supervisor Stark "Then you have a-- what do we call that,
"multzple re61dence or a motel?"

| Jehn Huck" “It'sfa small apartment ¢om§lex.“

SQP&IVIBQ{ Stark: "Small apartment complex."

John Huck: "Sharcon inspects it every year. Everything's up
to par." -

Supervisor Stark: "$1,000 every two years."

o John Huck: "Like the other gentleman said. A lot of my people
| are on fixed incomes and with the taxes going up, well, this isn't

& bon muﬁh,lbut lngugange i8 going to be a bit of a problem. How
about Sntry? If 1 have to line up-- 1've got those seven units in
three hausas, 1t s 10 inspections. Whatlhappﬂﬂs if my tenants SaYJ
| ©Oh, not today? Make it Tuesday. I can't be there. Do I have the
. legal right to bring an inspector and just walk in? As it is now,
- my tenants and I are on a one to one basis and it's relatively

#imple, But say if it does get out of hand."

.Ccuncilman.Prusinowski: "You've got to have permission."

Ll John Huck: “Yeu ve got to have perm1551on. And 1f that sort
- et goea off zntc eblxvlen-- " |

9@ggrvxe@r Wtaxka _“We ll make permx&sian avaxlable, is what
i Lt raaj.ly &Qmesll__d@wn t‘.ﬂ. s . A A : A
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L ‘John Huck: "Now, most of the time the landlord is at fault,

~he'll get a summons, perhaps something. But on occasion it's the _

. tenant that has the problem. And I have a tenant now, a lady has

.~ the (inaudible) c@mplex, she's a saver. And she's gotten a summons

. directly from the Town of Riverhead and without me being involved.

. Now if that ends up in problems, will I be involved because of a
tenant's misuse of an apartment?"

Robert Kozakiewicz: "I'm familiar with the example that you
are citing. We've solely dealt with this as a tenant issue and I
don't think we're-- under the circumstances that you are describing,
have any intention to bring the landlord inte it. And any of the
changes by the local law here would not change that particular
cxrcumstance or those facts."

'&Qhﬂ'ﬂﬂ@kifﬁﬂsb'that_would be between you and Mrs. X."

Suggrv130r Stark‘ "Mrs. Agent 99. I-thought I would bring
that one back.“-

John Huck: "So seven unites and the three houses, 1t would be
great if we could all be lined up for cne day, and the Inspector
would come down, but it seems like knowing tenants that it's going
to be perhaps 10-- "

Supervisor Stark: "Absolutely and again we are still in the
~ Public Hearing portion of this, still in the formulation of this,
e arﬁ”gaing to start'mmving forward aggressively and with speed.
‘There are a lot of things that are going to be ironed out. Probably
. when we flnally d@ ‘adopt this, there probably will be amendments to
it, changes to it where you find locopholes or what have you. And,
. again, our basic philosophy and commitment is to present to the

 residents of the Town of Riverhead or our renters, a safe, healthy
atmosphere in which to live in because there are landlerds who will
Just rent and forget you. There are landlerds, as you say, you're
. ©ne of the good ones, who consciously watch their equity and take
| care of it, but I just had as recently as last week Commissioner
2 Wingate in Town, who is Commissicner of the Department of Social
. Services, and took him on a tour of the town. And he was quite
 Visibly upset and guite shaken at some of the establishments which
are being rented to Social Service recipients wh&re ‘the landlord .
.xually ﬁaesn‘t c v They just get thalr chack -
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L Now there are other ones that I showed him because I wanted to
~ show him the good and the bad. And I showed him some that were

5_3j51ahselutely well taken care of. But that was the difference. And
'j£q;what we have to get out there, and there are people who are rentlng
. to-- they don't necessarily have to be Social Services-- who are
. renting and because of one reason or another, that's all they can

‘afford, the landlord doesn't really care, etc. But I certainly
don't want a condition-- we want to make sure that there are fire
alarme in the house, smoke detectors, I guess the same thing. That
there 18 plumbing, there is heating. There 1s adequate, you know,
go on and so forth." '

John Huck: "So it would be up to me to make 10 appointments

it fer the 10 1nspect10ns. You won't 'qo directly to the tenant?"

'fi,{ﬁﬂthVlsﬁx St&xkt"“mo. We would ceme_ta-the landlord. "

h _' 3fjaqHﬁ ﬂﬁbk' “What happens with absentee landlords who are out
'-Qf'tcwn? How will they~- ;i ' -

Supervzaqr Stark: "Well, they will have to make arrangements
to come to town. That 1s one of our biggest problems. Absentee
landlords. And somebody asked before how would you determine who's
~renting and who isn't. It's very easy to go to the tax rolls and
~ find ocut where the tax bills are being sent and then if Mr. Jones
.~ has seven tax bills in town, I don't believe he's living in seven
| hnusas. And that tax bill is being sent to let's say Huntington.

I mean there's many ways to determine how and who is renting. So,
'Tf;;ﬂgainihwa re heading in a direction to establish safe and healthy
;;]gﬁﬁndxtiana tm the r&sldants of the town of Rlverhead, those who have

'w,ta rant i _ | e .

Thcse wha have na acquired the American dream as Charlie and I

 often refer to and I think the American dream is to own, own your

Own dwelling. But a lot of people have to rent until they got to
that point where they can afford it. We-- I just did how many

y heusea for Habitat for Humanity? Six houses, we are getting involved
in, The Amerxcan dream come true. We will probably be doing some
more affordable housing in town. The American dream come true. So

'*f¥ h“ﬂ in the meantzma, &emetxm&c that dream has to wait and we have to

}T;;:ant*ﬂ 1 knaw whan_;:flrst qot started, 1 had ta rent. S0 now I
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-Jahn Huck: 1 thank you.”

Suparv1sor Stark: "Thank you, sir. 1Is there anybody else
.that wauld like to make comment at this partlcular time? Again,
'**1et me remind you that this evening we will, again, start up around
7:00. We thought we would have two sessions because-- simply because
there are some people who are available in the day and from what the
weatherman tells me it's not going to be too nice tonight and there
are people who work during the day and we are trying tco accommodate
 both sides of the fence. Those who are retired and those who are
'~.5t111 wurklng. Charlle, you want to make another comment?"

I Chﬁ:léa Crump: "Getting old. "

SuperV1sor Stark: "That's all right. I still remember
. AmltyV1lle. : ' o |

Charles Crumgw yes. I, you know, I'm must concerned about
re;nveating the wheel. I suggest that you revisit the existing code
and make adjustments there. You know, I believe that everyone
ghould have safe housing and so forth. But why make it g0 cumbersome."

o | Supervisor Stark: "We dld, Charlie, revisit and we felt, y@u-‘_
ffknﬁwfﬂ father told me as probably your father, if it isn't broken,

_don't fix it. Well, this is broken and we are going to try and fix
it in an lntelligent, safe way to protect the residents of the Town
of Riverhead.“

;ijarles Crump* '”Okay ~Along with that, as I indicated before,

ko ,smble to make it easier for a landlord to get rid of bad

. its. 1 mean, rlght now, it's just almost an lmpcaslble task,
ana coets an awful lot of money to do that. Can you work in that

Partlcnlar area, al&o’ Work in both areas?"

ervisor Stark. "I don't know that we can change ag a Town
'*ahatutary laws of the state of New York or federal govern-
i : shat have yuu, 1 think those are-- it's a process and I do
und&rstand because I can remember Herbie Smith, it tcocck him a couple
of Years to get r;d of some tenants up at the farmhouses up there.

And h? the time that eviction did take place, there was nothing left."

;'es_crumgm “That 8 rlght,






Charles Crump: "It depends on the problem. I mean if it's
safety**' -

'hS;perv13Qr Stark.._“l don't want to ep&rate like the federal

. government. I want to operate like we communicate in a town. I

think that it certainly will be taken under consideraticn and I
understand hiring plumbers and this or electricians, you know, they
are on jebs and what have you." :

Charles Crumgm “Exactly._'lf it is an emergency case, it

“ ”&shﬂuld be d@ne rlght away. There is no question about it."

J_ffwhu wo

Suggrvlsor Stark: “Absolutely."

. Charles Crump: "But there are certain things that don't require,
18 not a health hazard or anything like that." ' |

| fiﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ilman,ﬁwasna: “And, Charlie, it might also not be to
remedy the problem but to address the problem. Where if you came in
and said-'I hired a plumber but he can't be there for two weeks-- "

Chazles Crumgm “Yes.“

"”rﬁunc1lman Kwaﬁna- "It's understandable."”

Charlea Crump: "Okay."

Sng&rvlsor Stark: "Thank you, Charlie. 1Is there anybody else

ﬂ:ﬁgfback tenxght, too, are youz"

Geerge Schmelzer. "I didn't know about this when you have to
9et a permit to rent a house to your own son or daughter?"

  'j #@gé*$¢hm&1ééfi' "No. I dian't_reaﬁ £his'thiﬁ§ yet.”

5qperv1sar Stark. "Why-dcnft'you read it and come back

_"tenxght?“-

f}*{;'ﬁ' 'Jﬁ~5cnmalz&r;' “Afteﬁ¥i1§@$ thrﬂush}rﬁading it, I probably

. like to make comment? Genrge? .If&aew_ljcqpléaftv*_yqu*§e  o
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" will know less than when I started."

Supen?isor-Stark: “That's true."

Georg& Schmelzer-- “Yeah, that s why yau wrote it that way .
| ch abcut if tenants damage property, which they often do? Who's
:egponslblllty 38 thatz?" | |

Sggarvxser Stark" "Well, usually a good landlord has security."

George Schmelzer. "You didn't answer me. You gave me a-- "

{ _EEKVlsﬂr Stark- "I said usually a good landlord would have
'sacurlty Wthh wculd be applied against damage by the tenant."

George 8chmelzer- “!eah, but sometimes it's-bad and*w."

quervlser Stark "SQmEtlme= it's bad and maybe a law in some
 fashion that this is going to ultlmately end up the end product
: wauld certalnly*-:f_ | |

| Gaarga Schmelzer~ “What'is it going~— "

SEEQIV1SOI Stark -"If I was a landlord, I would certainly look
g harder and a little longer for a good healthy tenant that's
'““%ﬂlnq telhq as respectful to my property as I am to them." '

Geerge Schmelzer. “All rlght. I had that experience with that.
uld dare put a s;gn out for rent, only found somebody was

i But I think you are galng to make it very popular for

‘w&lfare clxants. They will say Riverhead is a nice spot. The town

_ takes care of the houging, make sure they are good for us, we've got

;]gﬁthlng te5w¢rry about. Let's try to get a house im Riverhead.”

Supgrvzaor Stark' '“ﬁé11~~ e

ff} Gﬁgﬁ7e330hmelxﬂr:__"Y&ah. That 5 what you re dolng, really

| T "I have na abjectxons to any person, color,
;.cregdu_ w _ _

"I didn't mention that. You did."
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o  Supervisor Stark: "But I mentioned everythlng 1 do have -
[;ebgectzon to landlerd who, in fact, pay no attention to the safety
1 of thety tenantﬂ and have no interest in lmpravlng the property to

«iz th1nk they re entltled through rent to llve in that COndlthH.":f  ”j

- Geczge Schmelzer,' "What's the matter w1th the county? They re
 supposed to watch Qut fcr their tenants, don' t they? They furnish
them money . "

Supervisor Stark: "Absolutely."

Geapgegschmelzﬁr: "Well, let them do 1it."

e Superv1sar Stark. "well, they're working gn some stuff right
-Wﬁﬁowa;y i B | G | i o

0 Gearga schmelzer._'“Yeah9 well, then we don t need thls
fanonsense really. We just got a new bureaucracy How many people
18 1t going to take to run it? VYou'll get enough money just to pay
the wages, I suppose. Is that the idea?"

Supervisor statk: "Okay. Thank yocu."

Georgg Schmelzer'- "Thank you. You really mean that?"

Supervxaar Stark._'"Yes; WL el "

- Gaﬂrge Sahmalza i
$3”@”15 dO 1t I thm”k:yau should thraw 1t 1n tha ashcan¢“

| %Yoy are very walceme. 1 dan't thlnk yeu

pervxsor Stark._ “Thank you, Georgefg_-'

- heorgg Schmelzer" "Thank you."

tieo Sugarvaserustark: "1s there anybody else who would like to
 #ddresg the Board at this time? 1If not, I will adjourn this
~v,5Hear1nq thig afternoon to 7:00 p.m. tOnlght. “And, again, reminding
*éthe press that if you could get that in for me about open comment--
'3Wf1ttan nnmmants u&tll the close of busxne*a éay on October 18th,

:,ﬁéf%djaafﬁédfﬁﬁtiiffiéﬁ?ﬁiﬁ;f":'

';put it in a safe and healthy condition sc that those people have--
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~ Minutes of a Public Hearing held by the Town Board of the Town
i ob Rlvarhead,‘at Town Hall, Rlverhead, New York, on Tuesday, OCtober_g_
f;'7, l99&, at 7 Gﬁ p m.__ e - - -

Present. ;""
JamESnR. Stark, Supervisor
Victor Prusinowski, Councilman
. Mark A. Kwasna, Councilman
James B. Lull, Councilman
Otto Wittmeier, Councilman

; Supervisor Stark: "The time is 7:05. This afternoon's Public
- ffﬂearlng exten=zion is now back 1n session. I would like to welcome .
'” ;;averyb0dy here tonlght on this nasty remnants of a hurricane or
| some kind of storm as we calmy refer te eut here cn eastern Long
-**Island as a nor' easter._' o |

i Bafore I ga much further, I have denerm;ned that with not ob-
 5ject1on from the Board, we will keep this Hear1ng open until the

~ close of business on Friday, October 18th, of the normal day businesg,
that's 4:30, for written comment. And as the media 1s here, if you

could somahaw work that intc your artlcle, Mitch, I would appreciate
¥, A

; 1 would ask our Town Attorney, Bob Kozakiewicz, to give a brief
f};Qpanlng remark and we Wlll move on."

L Rebgrt nga;ﬁ*w1ag-z “I ll try not tﬁ repeat the same thlngs 1 el
-statad ward ftr'we, ,at ‘the 4: 00 heariﬁg on. the sub;ect matter that 8

i The propose& 1e¢al law that is before the Board this evening
18 a culmination of quite a few months of study. Initially, Council-
. man Prusinowski sat down with Sharon Kloss from the Building Depart-
. ment and put together some notes. Then it was turned over to myself
. In further (inaudible) and in April of this year, April 16, 1996, we
~had a Public Hearing, received numerous commente from the public
-5ﬁcﬂnaern1ng a few points that they had or preblemb that they had wlth
“'tﬁe prnposed legxglatxans | . |

'Hhkﬂx'ﬁng 1 T&lma9e'-the Suparv1$@x s folﬁﬂ, dmd some
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 further study, tock a page from North Hempstead book, and adopted
“ﬁiﬁiﬁfgmﬁﬁiiied-it.to fit into our situation here in the Town of
'”Riverhead.

A summary of the ma]or p01nts of the local law are that now
 .unlike the law that's on the books now, all rental property-- all
. rental units shall be subject to a rental permit. Exemptions are
provided for in the case of immediate family. That's done so that
. an individual who is renting a room to his or her son, his or her
daughter, a person who fits within the definition of immediate
family, would not be subject to the requirement of a rental permit.
.;ﬁﬁﬂth&r”exemptian was also granted for agricultural housing inasmuch
as that type of hou91ng 1s regulated by numerous other agenc1e=
;_gﬁlready¢ ,_w}.-' | - A '

The fee qtruct,ure 18 a bi- annual or a two year fee of 5150 or

*gﬁ?ﬁ per yeax, per unit.

e o thank that's really the major 1mpacts of the prcp@sed local
daw if adopted by the Town Board."

L Sugervxsar Stark: "One of the thlngs we're trylng to do
.thrcugh these series of Public Hearings is to develop a law that is
fair and equitable to all the residents of the Town of Riverhead.
- Ne are trying to create a process which will allow tenants who rent
tc live in a safe and healthy environment. This may not be the final

*;ﬁﬁublac Hearlng. We are going to try and come to a final draft of

R rental law that will sustain any court challenge. And, again,
. ieep in mind that we are not trying to hurt anybody but we alsc feel
Bl ebllgatman £o make eure that, in fact, if you are going to become

a landlerd, and you are going to rent, you must present housing

!_ﬂfhzch is fair, healthy, free of code v1alat10ns as far as elaatrlcal,-nv

'diumblng, heating, etc. and that those persons who are going to rent
j' aust be assured that that wzll be malntaxned._“

| Hath that, I w111 open up the Hearlng to anybody who wants to

| '8ke public comment at this particular time. Don't be afraid, just
- itep right up. If this is a-- the purpose of a Public Hearing 1is

0 get input dlSﬁuSSlQn._ We don't have all the answers up here. We

igfﬁiﬂ 3eiiehiﬁ§ for a lot of answers. So if you have something on your

~};nd that you feel could be benef1c131 net only to yourself or to
1€ community, please feel free to come up. Who 1s going to be
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r;fixst?géxzknewésmmehﬁdy wamld-méwe here, "

Rcsemarx DanleIOW1cz. "I've never done this before. Okay. My
~ name 15 Rosemary Danlelowlcz.“ | |

Supervlsor Stark “Yes, Rosemary, just bend that right down
it you.. That '8 1t.. Thanks, Rosemary._ - -

Resemarf Danlelow;cz. “Okay My name 1s Rosemary Danielowicz.

A I work for Ed Tuccio Real Estate. My main concern about this bill,

| I'm not against this at all. But my main concern is where does the

tenant get any responsibility? You know, what responsibility-- it's
supposed to be a landlord/tenant law. What responsibility, what is

. the Town going to do to make the tenant responsible? Even HUD now,

the Housing and Urban Development in Washington, have made tenants
_%.__responSLﬁle. They can get, you know, taken off their Sectlon 8
,__;c@rtlflaatas 1f they don't keep the houses up." | e

i Supervxser Stark: "Absolutely. I1f we find a tenant is re-
‘..gﬁa1v1ng rent by some subsidy, let's for arguments sake, taking part
 of Social Services, certainly as we go out to inspect the rental
~unit and we find cut it's a Social-- we just notify Social Servxces
i Wlll than take that person gff rental ancme.“

Rasemary Danlelcwlcz. “Because that's a big concern of-- "

_fﬁfﬁ.ﬁuﬁﬁrwiﬁqx;Stayk: '“But it al&o pute a llttle bzt more

responsibility-- if you're talking about government subsidy right
. how one only has to collect a check by mail. And one dcesn't really
'M#;ghava to visit the premises. There has been neotation by Commissicner
| Wingate who visited us here within the last week or 10 days, that
_'the checks probably will no longer go te landlords, they will go to
-ﬁa;tha tenant. And that now puts responsibility on the landlord to
fb&ceme a true landlord and vice versa. And it's a double edged
e 8word, tco. S0 I think everybody who is 1in the business of rental
. bhas to become more conscious of who they are renting to. And be

_ mere conscious in setting down rules and regulations. Counc1lman

'FruSLnﬂwski referreﬂ to a couple of projects that are in the Town
Ijﬁi_amvexhead, one right across the street. Until a firm managamant
. firm took over, as you well can remember Rosemary, it was a mess
Jver there. They have rules and regulatlons. If you don't follow

tham ,yau}re_eut cf there,

i




?ﬁfiﬁEfefafé.:I think the landlord has to do the same thing."

Rﬂsemary Danlelewlcz. “But~- o

5upervxsar Stark. "Let me Just f1n1sh one other polnt. _ And
in our tour with Commissioner Wingate, we visited what we believe
. 1s many Department of Social Services house recipients who are |
 owned by some local businesspeople and out of town pecple. And it's

if‘absalutely appalling the condition of those houses. So, therefore,

we are going to try and improve that because I think everyboedy
. deserves a right to live in a safe, healthy and safe place. And if

J ;somencdy 18 not on Department of Social Services or some subsxdy and

118 just a yaung person out there whose American. dream of ownlng a
 house some day hasn't quite gotten there because they haven't saved
- up the money, certainly they are deserving of the same right. And
. it's-- what we are trying to do 18 make that a better sltuatlon in

';lfthe Tewn of Rlverhead.

'This by now way is a final draft. It probably will change two
. Or three times but certainly we are going to proceed with this

' @;v;qer@usly ang aggresELvely._ And in my travels threughcut town,
~ it's got wide range of support, tremendous range of support. And

ne matter what class of life or status of life a person is, we are
‘9oing to demand that it be a healthy and safe environment for that
qtamzly and children to grow up in. And the responsibility is on

F*?fbﬂth gides, net iny on the tenant, but on the landlord. And,

‘therefore, you've got a bad tenant, then you are gclng to deo what
D have to dc to get that tenant out "

L Resemaxy Danlelawxcz*"l“ﬁut wxll the Tawn, you kﬁﬁwa wlll the'
 van do anything to the tenant? Will there be any penalty to the
:'tenaﬂt?“ ! iz :

'““Wall, in most 1nstances paeple whc are-- 1

T”*fmﬁan charges can be'brcught against the tenants, and that's the

:landlerd's prlv;lege, for destruction of preperty and what have you.
But, also, most good landlords require a security. And it's usually

;:g;whatg one month's security. So, therefore, if you visit your
,g“”?fﬁmlﬂﬁa on a more regular basis, you can find out whether your
arap&rty 18 bexng deatroyed

- Right noy I know some people who say, I don't have to go. It




;@juﬁt cémes in the mail. So, therefore, you get a (inaudible) and L
‘those who are living in those conditicns, they don't have any way
to pull themselves up We are going to help them pull themselves

_ngp” - S iR e s i

Robert Kozakiewicz: "I would also like-- i1f I could intervene
. for a second . There is currently within the Town code, Chapter 68.
ut’s an Exten31ve chapter, probably c0n51st1ng of somewhere around
40 to 45 subsections. There is a general provision, there 1is a
. section that deals with the responsibility of homeowners and a
. section that ﬁeals with the responsibility of tenants And, i
fact, 1 know in at least a case that I can think of that's pending
. in the courts right now, we have, in fact, proceeded to bring a -
_ 5¢;enant into court who was a problem. So, to address your question,
~_:here ie something currently on the books under that chapter. And
. . L suppose what you are locking to 1s a case where a tenant ccmplains_
_ :hey have a smoke detector out and what they're doing is they are
. :aking the batteries out of it and the tenants are the cause of the
sroblem. But, 1 just wanted to bring that to your-- to the floor
_zhat there is currantly provisions on our b@ak, in Chapter 68,--
specifically that deal with tenants."

e Resamary ﬁanlelewlcz-_'"mcw, I'm in the process now of deing
! ‘ive evictione. Five of them. Costly. 1It's not-- I mean these
= '}acple have been with us, they are not new people, trying to go
. -hrough now a new screening process, trying to get a good tenant
‘ ”ﬁjut you can't always get a good tenant. And I know for myself, I
18d two calls recently from twe girls who their refrigerator has
©  ’een running. all night. We sent a man over there. The refrxgeratcr,_
";}jgth dacrs were open this much, on each thlng And 1 mean it's a
WO way thing. I mean the landlord, yes, has to be responsible, but
-? believe the tenant has to be made responsible in some way, too.
mean I go out-- I got out now and I check these houses. And I
v;wsxt with these tenants. And I have-- I am proud of my record now.
- have gone to some of these houses. I have gotten letters in the
L el from girls thanking me. Rosemary, thank you for just taking
]“a;ha time to spend with me, to give me a house. And I make sure that
_Nose houses are safe and decent. Any house that I am touching now,
L Will make sure 1 g@ in there.,”_ e . o e e

. hnd I Just feel though that the tenant has to be-- I don't
oW what it is. This is against all the landlords. But it's
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“ﬂothlng agalnst the tenant. The tenant can do whatever they want.
/ How do we teach them responsibility. 1It's okay to tell them, o'kay,
I'm going to make sure you have safe, decent housing, but how do-- I
,;jen t understané, I'm at a loss. I don't know how to-= % .

_Counc;lman,Prusinowskiz "It € the risk of being-- "

'Rosemggx Danielowicz: " know that, but I mean-- "

| '”$hpéf§isdrf8tafki' “Rosemary,7RQSemary,iI used to go snow-
| sobiling years ago and we used to stop at your house and I would :
| . ook on the refrigerator there and I would see that list of duties."

Rosemary Danielowicz: “Right.”

7 Supervisor Stark: "And I always asked you why you picked on
. :hat one door. Remember. That's just a little nostalgia, but I
 .hink what you are saying, if that's the business you want to be in,
. hen I think you have to develop your own rules and regulat;ons*
colou say it's hard to find a good tenant. Well, I guess you've just
 jot to keep looking until you find cne. And if you have to leave
. ‘he house empty untml you flnd that good tenant, I guess you leave
our heuse empty

ﬁﬁ@samaryQﬁanxelewiéz:' "I have done that. I have done that."

i Snpervxsar Stark: “Yaa._ And the resp@nﬁzb;lxty*w we are
-iespcnslble to make sure that there is a safe, healthy envircnment
famxldlng code wise, electrical wise, flre, smoke detectors, etc.,

‘o kol No different than when if you went out to build a house, the
% 'meldan Department is there supposedly for your protection to make
el ure that your contractor builds that hcuse accordingly to code.
ometimes we don't feel that the Building Department is protecting
~uUr rights, but that's what they are basically there for. And I

. bink anybody in-business has to set down their own rules and

- egulations. And it's a responsxhllxty 8 that - the business yeu
;iant to b& 1n. e : . _ | _

i Rosemaxy Danzelowlcz* “So that's what it's galng to be. It
;g}li be aur raapanszhxlxty to d@ everythlng.;_ cl
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Ro&amary Banlelawxcz.=¢#I_mean.yﬂq13ay,¢ﬁr, Prusinowski, it's
bu91ness. * L | | e

i ');c@unﬁllmanaPrusiaewski; "Right. Yﬁu want to know something?
_ Mhat's exactly the way it is. Because when I ran a business and I
aad a liquor license, State of New York, that's exactly the way it
e, TR lE your responsibility. You chose to be in the rental
\/ “business, it's a fine business, but it's your reﬂpon51b111ty. 1
¢ill tell you the truth. I'm aghast at these landlords that have
. been coming up to me and says, What are you going to do to help me
. vith my tenants? If the tenants are violating the law, they are
. :ngaging in illegal activities, like drugs, they vioclate the Town
 cedes that Bob has alluded to, our Town Attorney, of course, the
fown of Riverhead will be there to do what we will do across the
soard for any people in soczety that violate the laws.

o ”;fﬂutctheﬁxeaﬁanhwhy Milibr@ﬂﬁiGﬁblﬂﬁv*:thh complex across the
itreet and Doctors Path and a lot of the other low income housing
rejects in this town are well managed, because they have rules and

. ‘egulations and they write thlngs into the lease. And you are not
"xﬁlewed to have pets and if you do, you are thrown cut. And I have
@ tell you something. The free ride is over in the Town of River-
eed. 1 know it's a very harsh thlng to say but it's-- we have
 illowed too much to ge on here for years and everybody has made a
.0t of money on it and it's wonderful, it's over. Okay. We are
 fying te turn this Town around and I' 11 teil you the truth ¢
lame to a head, we had a tragedy down by the school and I see
lewsday is here, and they were right. How come the fire alarms
i }xén t work in that house with all theose kids? And it wasn't the
“Tjﬁuy & fault that that place started on fire. But the first thing
hat Newsday asked us, rightfully so, was when was the last time
3 he plaﬂe was 1nspected? -- -

Soc1a1 Servxces lxed, gaid ah, we come here all the txme¢ well,

'™ had a landlord wrote us today, said, yes, they do the first
';f;ﬂﬁpaetiwn and it's very lax and they never come back again. One

©'f the people that was in favor of this law, by the way, with some

inor adjustments. And the fact of this, if you're in the newes-

_'8per business there is certa1n things you've got to-- yau know, |

:&rybody*~'the farmers. They have resgon31b111t1es, too, and the
hing is that anybody that's in business has those rasponﬁlbllltles.
B're. n@t~~ wa're in the neu31ng buslness,_tee, in the Tawn of
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iverhead. We rent.' We have programs and as you know there's rules
wvith Section 8 and we follow those rules. And it's tough sometimes.
Sgt's & t@ugh thlng.. : |

--;Jave tec do thlngs we don't like to do but it's our responsibility.

'm not trying to be harsh about it, but I ]ust had an incredible
~discussion with somebody just recently on this thing. It's like all
. f a sudden it's the taxpayers responsibility. I mean, come on, you
'ﬁJﬁhabe_tﬂ*ba in the business, and if you want to be in the business,
'ﬁghere'- :
”fwlaa gcme things that are not so great.

I~gct-aut of the bar business because it was a terrible
. ousiness. I mean you've got to-- you are dealing with people that
~ onsume alcohol and stuff and I chose to get out of it because there
. tere a lat or raspanslbllltles that were in it. 'And that's all we
are sayxng here. And 1 know that, I understand some tenants are
‘otten. We've got a lot of them in this town, unfortunately."

| Rosémagx Danielowicz: "Well, I just feel, too, that I'm trylng
0 mak@ an honest effort, ycu know~~ i -

Caunallman Prusinowsk1, '“And we apprecxate that.

Resemarg Danieléwicz. few fo help.  1F I have pecple in houses
©ow, 1f I put them there, they're in safe housing. Can't say that
‘Very house-- I haven't touched every house yet. But, I just feel
g;hat, you know, I need the supp@rt of peeple lzke you, too, 1if I m
| oing to ﬁ@ aam&thlﬁg llke the tenant&. 1 mean, 1 could ga~~ ) I
ould sit here with stories and you don't want to hear them--

. Bcause 1 m in the bu51ness. I mean, I can understand that.

| But you really have to undexstand-— I think you have to take
. he landlord's position and the tenant. The tenant has to be made e
*iﬁﬁpﬂnxxble, A R e o S

_ C@unailmaﬂ Kwasna: "Well, through your lease, that's where
;hEir resgponsibilities lie and through any as Vic said, any illegal
_5ctxv;ty where under the law we can help yocu. Otherwise, you cannot
. Mh a no risk business. I don't know anybody in this town that nag
| r 'ﬁuainass.ax@apt fﬁr tha landlords.,,_ : - 1 .

W& ave a satuatlan—- we get 1nta a lct ef sltuatlcns where we

some very good benefits to be in the bu51neSb, but there i
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Rmsemary Danlel@W1cz-.L"But yau deﬁ‘t-*'leanes##'they don't
cllow leases. 1 worked for Section B for six and a half years."

b Ceunaalman Kwasna: "Well, hcw.is¢321.acagas"the:stregt doing?
amebedy does something wrong, two weeks later they are out on the
 treet. How are they d01ng9“

_ Resemary nanlelcwxcz. “They are all ccnflned in one thlng
jhey have one person watchlng them. ' That's it. They are there.”

i ”’Gﬁﬂﬁﬁ@lmaﬁ?xwasnaz"“All right;“'Anéthéf'questidn. You said
ight now you are working on four or five evictions. Now, when

_ertain landlords evict people in this Town, they put-- the Sheriffs

. cme and they put all the furniture out on the front yard. Who do

ou think pays for that? The taxpayers of the Town of Riverhead to

. kBt rid of all that garbage after the landlord may hold the rental
“;j@aey all thcse years,_ e o e - i -

Rosemarxgnanlelowlcz. s | know. I pay the taxes, tooﬁ I know."

7 Counczlman Rwasna: “Ard that's WrORg aleo, "

f,qacsﬁmﬁngiﬁnlalaWicz;-a“Ifkn¢w~a

gpunﬂilman.Kwasna; "So you are in a no risk business."

- ”Rﬁsﬁmary aanxelwwlcz. e just f&el that, yeu know, more
dpport from the Town Board would be appre01ate. Because I'm trying
,? do i best.ﬁ 1 really amaﬁ | . ” ) "

Supezv1sor_8tark: “Haw-many renta1'units-- B

am Raa&marg ﬁan131@W1ez..-“The peﬁpla that 1' m deallnq with axe
;#t like the ordinary person like you sitting there and me sitting
f}ra saying, let's sign a lease, Because they don't sign a lease*
me of them ﬁan't even write. And I don't care if they can read
Ld write, B&cause I'm helplng them and I feel that I'm doing a
'Ivice to the Town and to the people. And it's just not the same.
'8 not you are going to write a lease and they are going to sign
2 aud they are gazng to follow through 1t. They're not." |

fgCﬁﬁngilman Kwaana.' “And the Commiasxoner tﬂld us laat week



;__f;that 40% of these pe0ple_come frcm outside cf Suffolk County, out-

a::@; R@Bamary Danlelowlcz._ "Well, that's not true. I mean I
. don't know if that's not true there, but in my it' s not true. 1It's
~ not true with mine. I don't know what the figures and the facts are,
. but in the Town of Riverhead, even when I was working at Section 8
for six and a half years, the people are lccal pecple. That's who
kel dealt with and the people I'm dealing with now, there might be a
Tfiew that are not local, but I would say 95% of my people are local
people that have been in this town for many years. They're here.
nd they are not going to dlsappear.' They are not going to dlsappear.

e Cauncllman Pruclnowskx.;;"Well, Section 8, we have regulatxens_;
. right, Rosie. There's inspections and stuff. And Section 8, |
. «8ually our Sectlon 8 units are in pretty goed shape and we have a
L oretty gﬂﬁﬁ record there.- And, you know, then when we go down to
~ 3econd Street and we see the guy with 20 rcoms in there with illegal
'311&35 or whatever-- I forget whether thay are illegal allens 11V1ng;
in a closet with a hotplate. I mean, it's outrageous."” |

e Rasemary ianxelowxcz* "T'm far this whole thing. I really am.
1'm not agalnst it. I mean, there's some minor things, toc, that I

~ zhink are too harsh or whatever. I m for it. Bot 1 just-- I staill
feel ﬁemehcw, even if, you know, ycu are not going to be able to
" “nfo:ce it, but the tenant has tc be made to know that he has to |
allew the rules. /You're not-- the pecple that you are trying to
eal wlth, 1 know are not the ordinary pecple like 1 have a house
shat I'm rentlng to this person, These are not the people we are
{alkxng about.,  The people that I deal with are not those kind of
‘.aecple. They are not geing tc just 91gn a lease and they are nct
Qing to, you know, I fix up a house, I go out there, you tell me
hat's my ‘business but these peOple are in our town, yau are trylng
-0 help them. . |

_Councllman Kwasna. “But they have-- "

fﬂqsemary Danzalcwlcz* “i’waﬁﬁ7909?ﬂfﬁ?'t°0:“

_ ».cmunaxlman ﬁwasna~- "But yeu ﬁmn't feel theaa tenants have to
gake tha responslblllty to sign the lease?"
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Ceuﬁﬁilmanquasna:_ "But you don t want them tc s1gn a 1ease?“ |

| Rcsemary Dan1elow1cz. '“They don’ t. I didn't say 1 didn't |
,:}ant them te sign a lease. They will not follow a leace._ 1 guess
r;f'm nmt gaxng £0 get anywhere.f But at least«* L i

: Cnuncilman Kwasna: "No. Anythlng you can do-- anything we can
-QQJ@ for you to ‘help you with your tenants under the law, we can da.
~ wything bQYOHd that, we cannot.”

_ Rcsemary Danielowicz: "I jUSt fe&l the whele thxng, you know,

; wrltten—*fls written agaln&t the landlord, whatever. You know,
-t‘s not written anywhere where the tenant has any respeonsibility

. ind 1f we are gupposed te bring these people up and make them :
i?ﬁesponaible, then they have to be respongible, too. You' re penallzed

nr you don't da scmethlng rlght, tco. That'; how I feel.

; Supervxﬁer Starx.'*“hkeut every two years. Thank yau Rosemary
's there anybcdy else who would like to make comment? Yes, sirz"

I Jlm Bxiet&nbachg- "Haw are yeu doxng? My name s Jlm |
~Tme1tenbach I'm from vaerhead._ I would just like to knew, on the
. nepection, how are you going to go about it? Do you have inspectors
-fgjﬁ keep up en thlﬁ? And can-~ if something is imposed, can you like
ine them per week? Per month? So at least the town can make some

j@ney on 1t. | |

“ SﬂperV1ser Stark*' ”nght now, Jlmmy, we are in the draftxng
- f this, we are in the public hearings. When we get down with these
WO publxa h&arlﬂgs we have today and written comment the end of
_@xt week and, again, I please ask the press to prlnt it in their
rticles this week. We will probably make some more changes. We
_light have another public hearing. We are alsc going to seek advice

d counsel from the county attazney & office, the State Attorney
_eneral’'s cfflce, the Associaticn of Townes. We want a law, one is
,{ﬁlr. w@ alse want a law that will suscazn ccurt. -

a1 nght ncw_we knew that we are ge;ng to have to make arrangements
or aeme‘kxné of 1nvestlgators out there or code enforcers or what
;TThat 8 aﬂmatlme ain th& futuru. aut~—-1 mean, preﬁﬁntly
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Jj:ight now, 1f we were to enact this tonight, 1'd be hard strapped._
jBut. thig' Board realizes they will have to make, you know, room for
'jthat. And that probably is another aspect of studylng thls, too.

: Jlm Brzetenbach. “Alsc,_llke on tlma on 1t. 1 mean are they
: ,;ﬁoxng to have-- if you enforcement officer or something cites
| problems, is there going to be a time limit on when they have to
- resolve it?" ' |

. Councllman Kwasna. "Jim, we have a copy of the law for you,
-jwe can-= ¥ - '

Jim_B:ietenbach: "Yeah, 1 have gotten~- .

~ Councilman Kwasna: "And a1Y that e in there

N Councilman Kwasna: "And alsc to add onto what Jimmy had said
"jﬂabeut enforcement. Under the current rates charges per unit in

. here right now, if we enacted this law right now, $150 every two
| years, the town would probably collect $100, 000 in fees from the
landlords which would surely pay for two or three inspectors. That's
_only the fees, not counting fines. 1 mean we probably could collect

N f€annther $50,000 in fines in the flrst year."

~~q;m5ﬂ;i$§%ﬁbaﬁh}f-“Rhatﬂabcutﬁf "

Squrv1ser Stark _"Little shcrt on tw@ier three.?n

. Jlm Br;etenbachﬁ “Well let 8 say that the town, you kncw,-
ites viclations, can they by {1naui1ble) flnes, can they, you knew
iarce a llttl& qu;cker actxon?"

i ﬁupervxﬁar Stark* “Ther& is smme comment than 1 thxnk Bcbby
;Jas wrlttea in l4 business days, is it? Fourteen business days, so
/°u really are talking abcut five and five and faur plus four is 18

daye, which is just shy cf three waeks." Now, if, in fact, there is

An 1nspect19n and normally the inspection would be as you go te rent

' nd mf yeu have vigclations r;ght then, you are not going ‘to be able

xent it unt11 it's been fixed up and brought up to the health

ind safety and welfare of the community and of the family or person
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L e Qeraanﬁ c@ming in.  So that was bxﬂught up thl$ afternaon, you |
 inow, maybe 14 days is not enough time by the time you go get a
‘ontract, to get him off some other job. 1If it's an emergency, any-
. oedy in thie kind of business certainly has the contacts of plumbers,
' ueatxng, you know, oil burner people or what have you, or the rcof |
.eake. I mean those things are emergencies and if they want to hang
. around ﬁar 18 days then that tells you what kind of landlord they
Ldra Sﬁ. there are a lot of good landlords out there these days,
jimmy. A lot of good ones, and there are a lot of people out there
.. ho just want to sit back and say, you've got a roof over your head,,
'"V?au are rentlng, and don't bother me no more."

S Jim Brietenbach: "I also would like to thank this Board fer |
4 "Qﬂmllawlng Up on this stuff and really pushlng for it. Thank you."

_ : Supervlsar Stark: "Thank you, Jimmy. Is there anybody else
‘gmféﬁﬁm would llke to maka comment at this partlnular time? Jimmy Flood."

Ll Jim Flc@d “My name's Jim Flocd from Aquebogue, I was at the

*?__%&&etlng earlxer this afternoon and I was listening to some of the

_andlords talk about on cne hand, increasing the police domination
'f the, you know, it's too much of a police state. On the second

. ang, 1 Just couldn t believe what I was hearing. They were asking

' ibout and can you help me collect the rent? You know. It just

.:_lnd of drove me crazy t,(}day And 1 can always count on you, Vic,

9 voice my opinion. When I feel like going cEary, 1 JUSt look at
”j{@u and you Jﬁst snap right into it. But-- e

s Ceunczlman Pruslnowskl. “You've got Irish blood, I've got
3‘“5ﬁelish hloadﬁ;:_h i S o e

b Jlm'FIQOd' “It 's quite a mlxture, Vie. 1 wish-= 1've only

4/ 1een in the town for nine years, but I wish that I was here maybe
0 or 25 years ago when probably all the houses aleng Second Avenue
nd East and all those places were prebably fairly decent places to
 lve. And then they started, I guess, when pecple were moving out
. f town, you know, leaving town, maybe going to Florida, or lose
- heir house maybe to taxes, people started buying them up. And they
ought them up in droves and those houses still at that time were
irly decent. But I can see what's happening. It's just a never
ding downward spiral of the condition of the housing. And when

u gﬂt{tﬁ 25 years 1atex where 1 m now lxvzng in the tawn, anﬂ &
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ook at thasa ‘houses and I look at them on a dally basis becausa my

o usiness is on Second Street and Roancke Avenue and I tell you, if

_ wanted to go to St. John's Church, I would have to go up the bleck,

e up to East Street and 1 would never take that way. Because, you
.~ now-~ I look at the housing there and I wouldn't want my kids
/eing on that street because of the-- " .

. Councilman Prusinowski: "And, Jim, what we did besides this,

2 put another ordinance con the books for bed and breakfasts, and I
- ‘now that it's a tough ordinance and it's a shame it has to be a
' lough crdlnanee but we wanted to give the opportunity for some of

‘hose nice houses on Second Street tc be owner occupied, to have the
_pperunity to have an alternative source of income to help pay the
... lertgage and k&ep these houses up. That's why we have a bed and

~ ‘reakfast law on the books and I got to tell you. Everywhere I go,

've been on the Board 15 years, I have been here, I hear the same

. hing. What are you going te do about this problem? And the
ecple that are in this business, they're living in a dream wcrld,
-:fantasy land. They don't think that there's people out there

\-_ﬂghat are concerned about this thing. 1I've got to tell you, it's all

. ver tewn. 'And it's the last thing left that the people in the town,

ike Mr. Brletenbach and people up~- and I will tell you what got

:-;__,i_te C}O lng

Naw we are getting petitions 1n. All those peaple on Ostrander

';Nﬂnue took the time to sign that petition because they are weorried

. bout that house we had up there and it's a concern. And the fact

£ the matter is you are going to be in the rental business, then

_ou are going to have to take responsibility. The fact of the o
. latter is (a) the town of Riverhead has done more to provide afford-
 ble housing than any other town in Suffolk County for its population.
jlmmy had a press conference here the other day, the County Executive

8 amazed at that statistic. S0 you know what? We've done our

',;1r shares, 1 don't need somebody telling me about you've got to
rovide affordable low income housing. We have more low income

using proj&mta in thzs tmwn than anywhere I kn@w of and they re
__ﬂa'pr@jacts.-u- - -

e ﬂs& I_xemember whan I was vctzng far Doctors Path, a lmt
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-_ﬁﬁt's anda& up t@ be a good progect.» So when you put rula& and |
egulations and standards in place, it works. And you know what?
t's time. Because after seeing that house on Second Street, You

nﬁgnaw, 'when Mr. what's his name had over 28 people in there. It's an

. utrage and it's time that it stops and I know the Town Board I'm
sroud of them for stepping up to the plate. I will probably lose a
ew friends over this. But you know what? My job here comes
 efore anything else. And I'll tell you one thing. We've spent
iillions of dollars teo turn this town around and 1'll be damned if
pide Ay e not going to turn this problem around, too. Becauee this is
iiihe last piece of the puzzle." . | L i

) Jim Flood: "You knew, I think that housing has gotten in gome.

;”iﬁartﬁ of the town to the bottom and you can't expect-- these-- it

. ay come to the point where these landlords have to give these

__; 13533 up. You can't have two or three families with children in:a

”“fgn& famlly dwelllng. ‘You have to-- I'm sure that Riverhead can
fford as a community to have as many pecple as-- to have one person,

~ne family in each house that has kids that can geo to the school

| istrict and get a good education. I have four kids in the school

 istrict, But I hate to think about the impact of two or three

. amilies in cne house, just for the greed of a landlord. Just to

. A8ck them in and then impact on my children. Instead of having 25

. n aclass, now they have 28 in a class. And some of these kids
rom the poor families, they have problems. They have problems

"-Jhat cost the sahool dlstrlct more. - - |

j I'm more than wxlllng te suppcrt as a taxpayer one family fer
. ome family house. And a decent house where these kids can be _
. roud of being in a neighborhood that they can grow up in and not
2el afraid. But to look at some of these kids that live in these
\dor hauses, thege run dawn p:eces of garhage that are on East i
ﬁyﬁﬁuad.-- MG el o et ey i e | | | -

: 1 went Lnte a house a cuuple of days ago in the course of my

@gg&n businees and I went in to the front door and there's a locked

. 19er to the right and there's a locked door to the left. There's a

i }ck&d door upstaire. There's four or five different famlly units,
"'lea; m@uplaﬁ with children, all in the same house. And that'’ 8

. Pt the way it's supposed to be. And then they want us to help

“:,ﬁllﬁct the rent. And it just boggles my mind. It's time maybe

nheynShauld get aut of the bualnesa or f1x bhe;hauggumgﬁ_br;ngw_
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_f;;he standard of the house up and somebody decent can rent to a -'_
. rerson with one famlly and a couple of kids, three kids, 1 don't
*thare how many klds they have. In one famxlyilln @ne house‘

o wau have thre& bedroems, ycu have flva%klﬁs.; I den t cara...f"

e just one famxly per house. There's no two family houses that 1

- inow, you kncw, ‘that's supposed to be supporting two or three

. ‘amily house. And we don't have two or three family housing in
“his town. Am I correct?” ! |

Supervisar Stark: "We have some."

s R Jim Flood. "Yeah, but not very often. They are few and far
| ',jetween-“ Vi o : : _

s Supexvxa@r Stark~' “There 8 abaut 100**-1 believe 1f my memery
arvas me correctly, |
era that '8 1lleqal i

Ccuncllman Rwasna*- "About 500 illegal.”

Jim Flcad: “1ﬂmean. it's just unacceptable to listen to land-
©orde after they have let the houses run down and unpainted, unclean,
_at looking houses and then expect us to help them collect the rent
nd it drives me nuts.“ |

o Caunc1lman Prus;nmwskl. "And then Qlﬁﬁt~wh€ﬂ they beat us in
-{nurt.g DO | o . S e A ' R

i Jxm Flaad* Wtﬁg Just net rlght and thah s the way I fe@l.,,,sf]a“
ou know, 3 veim en ocut here nine years. I u&eﬁ to say 1 come fr@mg'*ff
quebogue. I still do because that's my address. I'm very proud
. © be a business person in Riverhead. And I've seen what's going
- in Riverhead and 1'm-- I look at how it almost reminds me of the
5 ®Bt side where paapl&, you know, started in the '60's, they took
. 8ck the '60's up in the west side, now it's '70's, '80's, '90's up
.. nthe 100's now because landlords have finally figured out that
. - hey could actually make more money by fixing up a building and
'gﬂreenhng their teaants and maklng sure they have the ablllty to

150 legal two famlly hﬂusas. There s a lat 75'f
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. [ don't believe that Mother Theresa was just speaking before I was

‘.nere, you know. There's a buck to be made. But i1f you run your__
. jouses down to the point where it just-- it's beyond-- there's no
- nore pelnt of return, then it's either time to leave or fix the
iousing up So that you can get a half way decent tenant in there

_ﬁghat has the abllxty to pay. And that's what a business is all

i The perscn thlS afternoon talked about a person who-- he Saldf
tﬁyou Know, the average Joe, he' s just a businessman. ‘Well, this is
A business. i S m an average Joe. I cantt affard to have two or three

:'*ﬁental houses. However, I want to protect my school district, I

_ Jant te protect my property values. And the scheool district 1s a
. 1ig part of it. If you can't sell the school district when you are
. irying to sell your house, then you are in bad shape. You know. L
~ nd that's why housing hasn't really-- the property values of houses

R Riverhead have come to a point where they've Stagnated'0ver'the"

_ast few years. And I think that if we can get some of these land-
xfmrds te fix up their houses and go for better tenants or qet out
f the busxness, and sell to a young couple who 1is willing to buy

*~;;hah houge and fix it up. You know, they've written these houses
.~ _Jowa to tha pclnt where there's-- they've written them down to

i'ﬁﬁath1ng now. So maybe it's time to ball, ycu kncw, and that g all
oy have to an.? Al | i , .

‘- Sup&rvxser Stark: "Thank you, Jmm. Is there anybody else who
j”@uld like to make some comment? If not, I will remind you that

' he hearing will remain cpen to close of business Friday, October

"}Sth normal close of business which would be 4:30 for written

. omment. I thank you for coming tonight. Nice to see you out here

f ﬂ a stormy nlght, Mitch, Ruthie, Ruthle s got a celd, EQ have a

k' ireat &vaning and drive home safely."

o Pxme. ncted 7:41 p.m.




