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Minutes of a Pub:t.tc Hear.tng he l d by the Town aoart; of the To\.fn 
Tow.n Jial.l:~ New Yprk, on ~ue,s· day ., October 

. ·i ~ 

James R .. Stark ~ 

Victor Prusinowskl. , 
f.\1ark A . Kwasna , 
James B " Lul l , 
Otto wittme.ter , 

Also P+esen.t: 

Barbara Grattan, 
. R,opext · K<>~a~ie:Wiaz, Esq. " 

Superv~sor 

Coun<:::ilman 
Councilman 
Counci l man 
Councilman 

Town .Cler.k · 
Town .1\t:-tcr~rtay ' 

~··, ' ' 

13-arbarar Gr.att~n:; , '•I have affidavits of pt.i:bli&hing and posting 
a fubltc Heat.ing to . be · held at Riverhead, New 'iork , at 4 : 00 p . m # 

on Tuesday, October 9, 1~96 , to hear all 1nterested persons who 
·leh to be heacd regar~ing a local law entitled Rental Dwelling 

Un i t.s,. •· 

· i tnpo r t an C. , a rl c we 

·e are str1ving tc develop a rental law chat is fa1r to all 
people landlorde and -renters, and also provide housing which ~s 
s•fe, fie lthy and up to code as far as bu1ldiny codes, fare codes, 
etc. 

r:Jght 
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. Koz~k.iewl.cz: .. As pointed out by 4;.he Supervisor; okay~-
now we• 're turned on-- as pointed out by the Supervisor in his open- ' 
:ng comments, the Town Board 1n striv1.ng to address the issue of 

' 

n<Jusing standardS' an.d provJ.de f,Qtr hcrusi.ng whiQh snould ·b·e fair ~nq 
equ1table to all citizens of the Town of R1.verhead , asKed me to look 

.. at ·Our ~u.trent p~-ovJ.sions ctn the code book under Chapter 86,. Rental 
?rcpert1es , and to review same and modify same and amena same 1n · 
order to address current needs of the community. 

As also po1nted out, there was a hearJ.ng J.n April of this year 
~p~cif ic;ally April 16., where we hea.r:.9 comments from the publ.tc with 
rreepect to the 1n'it1al draft which was to repeal the existing 
Ch~etet 86 and replace it with the new Chapter 86. 

Subsequent to that hearing, I, along with Lori Talmage, worked 
. -og~the·r to draft the .. present proposal wh~ch is before ~he Board 
today and the comment of today•s public hearing . As pointed· out, 
it 's a local law wh~ch is to replace the current ct?apte.t, Chapter 86 , 
r-·~peal same, · and replace i wi·tl1 the h·ew ·eurrerrt Chap t-at 86 l\ , 

M~O¥ mflY; not; be a'~ are, but the current Ch~pter .86 has been on 
t.he books since 1980 and it likewise provided for a rental p-ermit 
~r certain propertte•~ Id the case of the 1980 leg~slation which 
cuttentiy exists 1 .tne ·rent.al p~rmit -wou~'fd,- be required ±n the case 
of a property wh1.ch consists of three or more rental dwelling unl.ts. 
Tne fillu~e .of an own~r of such . rentJ3l pr.oper~y to obtaln a p~rmit 
~uld ai~o be a uiol~tion just a~ it is ih the - cas~ of the 
new legislation wh.tch ~s before the Board today . 

\ ' ; i ~ ~ ( 

That•s one of tne dist1nctions that should be brought out to 
publtc ' s attentl.on t[)at a1l.. rental . propert~es would now be subject 
t:b tne provlsi:ons of C'hapter 86 l.S adopt:ed by 'i,thlS l'oard . That ' 1S 

any property invclving a s~ngle rental unit. we would not cut it 
Q~ f at three. as , :to th~ past. ~· , ? • * 

We "id take into considerat ion ~orne of the comment.s mad~ at the 
AP:tli ' r6th mee'tinq' ~ One of these was to exe.mpt from t.lie agplicati on 
of th1s Chapter ~ental property that is be1ng rent~d by an owner or 
h1 s imme~icat~ f1a1lll.l¥. so tbat if an ind:t..vi du.al j s ·r~nting pr.operty 
to a daughtet or son, whether it ' s a room, a couple of rooms, they 
\'\'~S uld n?t b~, reqt.tit:ed to f;.le or obt.~in a rental perm1t., we, 
ll~ewtse, exempted agricultural farmhOU£l.n(j ' inasmuch as . tt:iat'"t S 

.. ~ ~ . 
·,· i 

' I '•,' ~ 
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~lready regulated by ~any .other agencies •. 

permi~, wot.J'l!~ ·be- a two year permit: • . ~ne f&e ·currently as. 
by tJ~e t;l0ard would be $150 for P\ S~f\~ie dwell~.ng unit, •• . 
. '. 

< 

Couneil~an Kwasna: "B.ob, is it $15{) every two years?'* 

Robert Kozakiewicz: "Yes . It would be. If the rental unit, 
however , ceases and there l.S a new rental OCCUpanCy put 1.n place, 
the party would have to come bacK in and reapply or 1t would not be 
subject to a fee. 

'rhese address many of the comments that were made during the 
last; hear .1.ng l.fi April of t96. I think. the f;3oard ~s striv1ng to 
pr.o\1 ide for safe ho\J;s . .ing in t:he Town of Riv,erbead and wil1 lis,ten tQ 
ali the ·and ~ .~ertal.rtly It l.l tak~ th•rii into oon·sider;ation ~~ · · 

., 

. ~uperviso~ ~t·~r~ .t uT,hank you , Bob~ Is there anybody in the 
audience that would l:t.Re to make comment on this part1.cular rental 
law? Don ' t be bashful, just like church . Charl1e . Right up 
front. •• 

Charl~es Crume: ''My name is Charles c .rump . I live at 40 Dolphin 
ay. I • m a small landlord and I 'm aga1nst this proposed law~ It's 

going to increase police powers in a t1me when governments, state 
and federal governments, are talk1n.g in terms of less g,overnment. 
~nd· a leo yo.u a:re g!JiA'9 .to ha'V(e t~ tncrease . tn-e staff of the Buildi':f\~ , 
.mapa~~tmen~ t:Q . imp'l:eQ\¢l\ti. tb1s law,' this re$lllt~ ()otnpl.io~ted 1aw, a_~d . ,· 

. ·t't lot Of ef£orh would:. n:ave to · ~e put ittto it;t.:., . ~t 's definitely .gbif\~ 
... p be an incr:ease ~n staff. And also if yo~ are going to inc.reas·e , 

. staff you nre going · to · increase taxes .. 

l know the Supervisor is in the proc~ss now of maktng his 
proposed-- hJs tentative budget. And he's-- n 

''Already, in . u 

he'~ wrestling wtth 1t. . 

.I 



Sugervisor Stark: ·• s . 9h. ·• 

uJim. Jce's gone now, Charlie." 

Ch~rl~s Crump,: ''Yeah . Okay . You know th~s law is also 
a1scrim~natory. It has exempt the farm workers housing and seasonal 
housing. ·. 1 would think that you. WQuld be ce>n<:erned about;. their 
housin9 ·;h(?J\.1lq : be s~t'· and so fQtrt:h~ · .. ){ou k.n<2w, the Aft\~·.r1can d.rea:m. · ·. 
i.s pract:j.cai'ly unreachable , that is owning a ·t:.lwn home by the k1ds in .. 
this conun:un1ty. And · the $150 charge 1s going tc be passed on to the 
renters. Now, I feel very strongly that the landlords serve a very 
· mpo~tant funct1on in town . Because the fact that Riverhead 1s a 
blue cellar town, and as I J.ndicated not ev~rybody is able to--
people 'tt~ : purchase a })ome. J>e<Jp1·e have lo/~.en here a;tl thefr l1ves, , 

' . ( ' . ' :' ~ ... 
and jost .not ab·l:e t:<J ·do .. it . And. so, you kn-o·w:·, West . lslip-r I mean 

Hempstead where you got thi$ code from , is a very affluent town . ' 

SuPSrv.isor Sta:r:.~: "North Hempstead ." 

. 9,t;~:r;~e~ €rump .. . &JN?:l1th Heropit~aa. I shou.ld say . . · North::. liempsteaq · 
~ s a . .t·tv 'affluent t~wn ~nd I wa.a told by ·$omeone that tihs reason . · 
'that ·. they passed ·this ordinance i s because of the fact that dian" t 
want the people in Hempstead moVIng ~n there. They wanted to control 
t. 

l d9rr• t: know wh~t· the problem .: is here but; l. und.erst.and-- ! • ve 
b;-e{~n ,.re~~itV;J , the pap~~>$ abQull anQ .. also . heard .. $:C.Hne of t ·ne . ·ro·wn. ·ac.rard ·,. 

·memoers talk b.C\lt soaial Services, that we've 90t tod many Social 
I . 

Serv1ce -~eople . The County has changed the1r policies and their 
attitude about the Social Service tenants and I believe that 
because of it, landlords are shying away from renting tc Soeial 
Se~vtces . hnd alon~ with the fedaral law just ~ecently . pa1sed, I 
b~11.n;k to~ »ar:e gc1&ng ·c see o~&"'":~ ... ·you . ~r~ 9o,t"9 to ac¢<?m~~d. s~· · the 
Qpal; · t;ti~t: yoQ ha e · l .ft mi:nd af So;fl i~tl!. · &erlJ'Iees·'· is· a prob le.m, l th~nk ' 
you are go i nq to acbomplfsn the goal without passing th i s complicatea 
l a .. . 

Also, , ·the -- 1 thin'k you are 90 ing 1 n the wrong d1rect ion .; 
fact- t·na~; ¥,ou. nee,d ~·o aid the l ,~f\d.~Qros in : .. ~ 
ge~ -' rJ.d .. :u~ bad · ~enab.'ts.~ ~ ight nd , .. it .ta.k es ."c,. 

·' 
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two, three , four months to eviqt a tentant , alcng with $800 plus . 
so I think you n$ed to make it easier ·for the landlords to get rid 

'. of t:hese oad t.enan,b.a . M.d l! ~hink ' that . W~tt¥d ' be extreme1y helpful~ '' ·.· 
' ,.. > ', > :.' ' I f. ~' -~~ .. ,. ).\~ 

I J! ' > ' ;) ' ~ 

'· 

·I' realiy ,believe· tha't · the- Town wd.uld b,~ better served, , you· · 
1<nowt if we woul d put more effort-- th~$ particul ar· law, put more 
effo~t into the drug problem, major drug problems we have ~n town, 
Main Street is getting to look more and more l~ke a ghost town . We 
have th1s problem with Grumman , trying to develop that. The 
aquarium , and also the taxpayers 1n the town ought tc be concerned 
about our bonded indebtedness. Now , I was read1ng the papers there 
and it. looks l1k:e we • re at l east three times as hl.gh as any east 
end out here, tpe bo.nd1.ng indebtedness.. Md it rem~nds me of the 
19SO•s- - " 

l '· 

• ' t ' 

want .to IQ'*rJ~ct 
comment, Cha~~:ii:~~n 

.,Sure . " 

s·uperv iso~ Stark.: "ou·t of the ~24; 000,000 that we have bond 
ndebtedness, probably about $21,000 , 000 is, in fact , or $20,000,000 

of that is Water Distr1ct. That ' s spread out .into several d~stricts. 
so-- " 

Eha.rles th'anlt 

ments only,." 

Superv1sor Stark.: "Again, the water bond indebtedn·ess .is net 
a general tow.n j ndeotedness. ,. 

·• Y e s . 1 t • s a-- \t 





require a l ot-- an awfu l l ot of effort in manpower to impl ement it. 
lnstead, start enforc~ng the present l aws .. So thank yotl very much 
.fer: ~)Jowing me t.Q ~ make a few c-omments .. " 

Su{?ervisor Star~: .. Thank you , Charlie , it ' s good to see you . 
'f · . ±:tax w UC!¥4$< ' :~; 

Enjcy~ng retirement?" 

Cpa~les Crul!lp: ''It doesn • t get any better than this. Pl ay a 
lt tt 1e (191 f .... . . 

· ·.~up~ry~sor ·s~~a,r~ : .,You bet you ·. Is thece anybody else who 
would fike to make ·comment at this particular t~me? Joe?u 

Joe Gergela; nGood afternoon , Mr . Supervisor , members of the 
~ard~ I'm Joe Gergela, Execut~ve Director of the Farm Bureau- And 
1-~ . I,~ lee Ger~~l:·a, Executt.i_ve Di~e.ctor of the Fa.:c·m a.ul$'e~~ ; Long: 
Isr~nd ~a~m Bureau .. · · And I represent 4,600 .farm famili~s and people 
in agFa business. I test1f1ed at the last hearing on this and in 
the meantime we have been in touch with the Town Attorney ana I 
spent a great deal of time today also talklng with Lori to get a 
li ttie better under$tanding o,f where the to·wn wanted to go w1th 
th 

·e understana the tully. I 'don't disagree that there 
are some concerns and that any c1tizen should have the r1ght to 
reside 1n a dwelling that meets, you know , state codes . building 
cooes, fire codes, etc ., that the domicile that they reside ln is , 
you knp1rt; hospit.abl:'~ .. That: l , doqlt disag~-ee with . 

' • ' ' I ' 

' 

I guess tha .· our' con.cer:n stem.s more 0'1\ the compliance side :of · 
how ~his ls to be enforced . Number one, how are you going to get 
all the 'peopie that have rental proper ·ti~s to register wi·th the 
town and be w:tllinq to pay a fee? · If you don ' t have everybody 
co.m,pl.y ith thi~ law, then .it • s selective enforcement and could be 
de~J\~ - a:ta;l;tr?Jry. and crap:ci:c.i~~& if brouqhJ:: b,f.ore cour ~ , 

I'£ you 

''How do they do it in Southampton?*' 



. ' ' 
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Councilman l?rusinowski : '•They have a renta l law i n Southampton." 

Jo,e g~r9e l a·: f'Yeah . And :t talked to o~r cou~sel about that 
~-& he satd' th a t tb~re are. various eowns th-at have, , you know, 
similar cooe .. And ~orne of thos e are being chal l enged . I understand 
that Brookhaven and North Hempstead are stlll i n court on the1 r s . 

. . 

·The way. that~~ •~ ' ? I 

'' That ' s why we ' re Stl l l ~n publ ic hearing . n 

t gu.ess tba.t fJ:.om · 
reads is that it ' s 
People that -- " 

•• I· Co _tlnQ~lman ~rqa,i!lowsk_4,.-: .,Joe, what d~. we do- .... l ike we )ust · .- 0 

• 

:recent-Jy'' g~'t a petd.tion' for like 1~0 peopl e . in downtown Riverhead . 
here because they were-- their lives were be1ng affected by land
l:ords and ten ,ants who were out of control. What do we do-- and 
wh•n .... ,e ' ve exhaust~d every,. leg.al m,eans we have , ·wfiat e1r-e W$ suppoa4d 
'to, t.ei t .' ttiose .· ~ep[e? n . ' ' ' . ' ' 

"Victor, your concern 1s noted. l fu l ly 

Councilman Prusinowski : ~well, I ' m asking a question because 
r•m reading ytur thing here and I thought the agricultural workers 
were e~empt·ed anp 1 see the Farm B..ur:eau now is not satisf 1.ed with 

-~ 

I tJfat·, ·s.<? 1 1 ft\ a . :.ti~t1e .contL.t»ed wfla·~ tne po:S;lti.on : Q~; ·the E}arm Bureau 
· j s on th1 s .. H · 

Joe Getg·ela: . HWell , \fe don • t bel.\eve that it" s necessary and 
l ~.,~a\te . t<;t . ~oho whei~ ·Cn~.(f:t~ j ,ust Sra~q, tttat if th.e to.wn: to~ a xo.ok 
·cH; ·.its extstin9 ·code and · figured c~t a way ho·w to get the Bui I ding 
Dapar ment. to enforce wnat· you already have on code , may not need 
to P "'~ new law. ,.-\nd when I talked to the Town Attorney tQday. we 
;·-~~ . ~ tall<,a . ~ lietJ;.e . bj t ~t;.out: tna.~ . . · That;. rather . t.he,n ct:i.ate so1ft<t~'. 
f~.imfY J l ke ,~ monster;·· ~~hy; ·n.o t: . tweat< your; el(i sting eo·de to ao what 
• 1 S. necessary to enforce compliance and enforce the cedes. When l 
talked wi tJ1 Lori to cay, she tc ld m,e about some per$onal exper 1ences 
a.:d I fully, ~ppre.ciate whirc, the , Ton is ·trying too._,. here., · I 

.. :f.tl&t ·feel · 'bh~t tdtLs is cve-tkitl .ana ·ll .ts e~t!~emely :Vntrusive to the · 

• . rli 



av~rage citizen . 

' . 
' ·••can I give you an example? 

two projects-- three projects ~n this town now . We have across th~ 

street, which Charlie knows was a d1saster in the 70's. we have 
Doctors Path , · and we have other homes that are regulate~ . They have 
Socia,! ~ service, ss..I, soc .tal sec\.lr i ty tee 1p1en ts . They t;iave a m~x ... 
. ac:r:co.s . .s t ,he st r.eet - , , y-:ou kllO·w why · that pro'je~t. is an ex:oe-;tlent fn:··o·"'" .. ·· · 
jeoe? ~hy we have very little build~ng eode violation~ over there? 
!J."hey have rules an.d regu l at1,ons there. Th~y have the management 
company that keeps it up. They have str1ct rules with the tenants 
and that project has been there now since 1978 , since it was rebuilt 
with f:edera 1 moneM. And what 1 .' m try1ng to tell you . is th~t non 
every .lan.dlq.ra art~ ·every . ten~n~ in th.ls town fol lows . ttle rules. J;. 
~an te1~4.- you right. -n~w t every\4here I go ~n hh.i~ town , ·this is the(· 
last th-'Jng that people tell their elected off.1cials whibh is- - and 
I'll .9ive ycu an example . Let ' s go r1ght across the street . I 
remember -- we all remember what that was before the management 
company tcok over, ~1th Supervisor Smith leading the wa¥ and getting 
th~ . fa~~.ral morley ~I'ld stuff ·\ ·(} bere . They" ve . been fol.law" ng the 

· ruie$ ·A w for · ov~r ·~s ·y .ears . . "tnere cis. so~ landlord~ . w(lb · wrote us '· · · · 
a let:te:r t.oday, l:ike Bagshaw Real .Estate-- he's .tn favor of t:he law 
a:nd he's 91 ven us some good sug9es tl.ons on hew we could make the la\v 
more reasonable towards, you know, 1ndustry. 

But my point i ·$ that we . heile spec 1al a1~: to(-"neys- We have been 
CQ~X ti and ~e ~ re;;~ .as ·' a o<;Hronuni ty 1 ~-~e '"t"& ij ry.tng to f .ftid' an. answ-er , ~ 

I ) ~ .~ 1 ~ ' ) 

~o ntake ' -he fair p:l11ying ground fair to everybody wh1:ch by the way 
incluae~ the other 9800 res1dents who live in· the town whc have to 
deal w.ith this becaus,e it affects the1r property values and the~r 
l 1ves . So that's what we •re tryiqg tc accomplish . ~e're not trying 
o put an£hody out of . bus.ines~!:i· W~ are jast tryjng t<> m~!t;e sur·e 
b.~t e,?.e,r •bo~~ pl:q;y~ ..t5y · ~he .Satl:'e 'u~e$ .· . .. · 

900d 
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there now , it ' s a oisgrace . It 

( 

ao~. ~r~el~; .· ,.,'t/1ctor ,: I crou·ldn ' t · a9.re& wi t:.h you more in every• 
. t.hi:tHJ.., );qu· . Sa¥. and t'.· ~on 1 t disagre~ with the Town Board *$ , intent . 
. l"''hat I ,.(tl_ trying to say is that there seems to be some weak parts of 
t he proposed ord~n ance that coul d be challenged in court. The l ast 
bhing that you want to do for the taxpayers of the town is to have 
local law that can't be enforced and 1s deemed , you know, arb~trary 

by a co.urt and you w.ind up .1.n court spending thousands of dollars 
lBiW$;\i~i ~$ rC\ther .tha!1 have S~tn*it\;h.ing th~t'"'J(+- n 

I I ,• 

Couhci l man Prus1nowski : uwell , actually some of the provislons 
l~ n our proposed l aw I Whl.ch correctl y some of lt was gotten from 
Hempsteaa, is in cou,rt r1ght now .. And we will wait for those 
aajudi.c.iation .be_cause .tt Wl l l save us some tnoney .. 

' ' 
(! ' O:l '. ij: 

' ' St~,t:." Y,OU know something? r heard that thing too befQre ' WellJ' 
you don~ot want to spend any money because yeu got a ra~se, you've 
qot to p·ut mere people on the payroll . I have heard-- I • ve been 
here 15 years , I have heard every excuse in the world why we snouldn•t 
do this ~ And you krtow someth1ng? People want something tQ be done 
a~o9t 1 t;;. · }\nd , I , ~ . 9lvi.ng you · .. t;he examp~es ~ :~.hose fout · gr()jects 
t lilt we . nav''e )in vtown, they follow the rules ~ t h ey. re low income ,, 
they are gi vtng an opportunity for people who can•t afford to buy a 
ho use cr eubsJdized because they are working people, they are single 
P rent s~ there is a mix in there.. And these projects are well run .. 
And peco1e . in there have a decept .... - they live in decent condit1ons 
and t:h,.er-, ate not su~; ected to th~ abuse of .-sQ,me people t bat are 1n 

~ t.!t\3, s j'u:Sf, .bO ma.ke a· ·~ .lot of moneir anq reaJ:l:y·;!d()n ,. t ·Ca . .re wfiat: the 
tmpaot.. .is en t he 

1 
u! understand.. I ·though~,.. that thlS was a hearing~ 
were supposed to be do1n9 the-· '' 

a 
t o 
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Joe Gerg_e l a : ·~okay . My correspondence to you ~s-- •• 

Joe Gergela: ''And d1alogue 1s good . r spent time today ta l king 
' . ' 

to the Town Attorney and the Super~isor ' s Ass istant to get a l 1ttl e 
mot~ insight as to wtte.re the town wants to gQ .. We cloo ' t disagree 
o~rt~ .. these .C<>ncerns .. · From ··t\ ' practi'Ot;tl standp()1int and f.rom a· tax
pay·er point of v.tew , just let •s just be sure that 1t1 s enforceabl e, 
that .the people that you ar e go1ng to have enforcing th1s code use 
some common ~ense . We-- and there probably shoul d be another time 
f,ol{ · anothe.r di~cus$d:<Qn, but ehere a;re conc~rn·s with w:ho is going to 
en{crc:e compl.iance and how it ' s go~ng to be done. The l ast thing 
that anyoody that ' s go1ng to be f1ling for permJ.tE and approval s, we 
donJt need peopl e nitp1ck~ng , maklng l.1fe difficu l t for people that 
ate paying .ta)!f·es ·in .. ;t:.ne tow!,\"' . So l .~ould a1$o ask that you cons1.der ,. 
ti! t ·~s.pect ·of this C4S well .. Okay. our comments are meant to be 
const:ructive .. u 

,·. Sueetvtsor Sta~k; *''lest and I th.Lnk thett ' e why, we are . oldiiV~ 
·tfle,__:" ha~1hg ,. a pupl'Lc hearing; Joe·.. Many ·of . your Cortunents not only 
right here in the public hearing , the Farm Bureau has been working 
closely with us through not only personal appearances aown here , 
talking tc ¥.C'~ . ·mys~l.f; Lori or Bobby , all ~9ard. m:emb~rs, or ~n.ro.~gh, 
tne · }t/~ .. :J&dvt~0.ty ·Boar(~. . .. ··· 

Ce~tainly , I apent 35 years ~n tne industry . Certainly t I know 
the. ptoblems of the . industry ,. well understand the problenu~ · Qf ·the 
J~'Hlostry'- w~ are he.ad~ng irr ·a Oll' '~Qt·.~Qn . L&·t me a!"sura you· , th~t ~ \; 
t.h.i.s Town i3batd probably wili not adopt a rent.al iaw until we are 
px.etty sure· it. will -sustain court battles . 

· · ~hen \t!Q .ftJ ·fl.isPiwith tfiis we will (.in,au-6ib~.e. } .ltt' it wiJ..l ··go up·· 
tc th~ Statl Attorney'Genetalts 0ffi~~' it will go ~d the A~so~latJcn 
of Towns .. wh(!re we will get addlticnal comment on it and, certainly, 
·e till move forwa.rd cautiously , but aggressively~ t\1e will protect 

. the _""it .1:rlel)s- c ·r , thJP.: town :woetnet tneytr:e aebu.al: i:a:(p,a·y;er,s ,l :L'1ing ,,"'· 
. • 1t' • ' ' , \ . . . 

1n · ·t:fte;tr own home or tr1e &l ti2.ens wno rent in cur t.G·wn who ate· 
a tually paying taxes through their rentt that everyncdy has a safe 
and -healthy condtticn in order to live their daily lives and bring 
tb~1r children.~~ 

. ' 



Joe Gergela: "I think we all-- " 

u And that" s the direct ion we • re .heading.·~ 
·, 

I 

4 Peop le are asking why is Ehe Farm Bur6au con-
cerned ~bout this~ Wel l, we're concerned for a number of reasons( 
one is that many of our members own propert~es in the town , some 
h~ve rental houses, some depend on rental houses for their labor. 
And,.. as mentioned earlier, that. anything more than five unrelated 
p~ople. ···· .. ~; . ... 

' . ' 

§~pe;visor stark; Hr•m glad you mentioned that because I 
didn •t want to." 

nokay. Becomes I you kno\"1; covered by-- n 

• » su.a~l:i~~$0!1 ,9t1.ip:~~!. --aut al$o:; as yott w~ll know, t-oo, \Joe, that 
chere are certain limitat1ons ori a s1ngle family house as to the 
rlumber of people who can 1 i ve in that house. And that is, there is 

code on our books right now that, in fact, more than five un 
related people in a bouse is not allowed in a s1ngle family house. 
Am l nqt cor lr:eC t? ft 

'"Yes. (i 

th~ngs going on that~ 

going to de it 

·_re 
"We have greac conf1dence in this Board that you 

do that and we just wanted to be constructive with our 

,, ' 

we 
Committeej 
a.s I•m 
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Councilman Prusinowski: "No, I-- look, I understand what your 
concerns are. I'm not go1ng to say ~t publicly, but I read number 
feur ~~e and you know that we've had that dl,S9USSl.on about property 
~·{}lues and . s.t .uff · ana 1: un.deretand ffhat ... And , y,;9u have to un~erstano. 
that this· h~s been the silent thing that • s be~n g6ing around this 
town. Everybody knows that ' s in this buslness and I have to tell 
yo u someth~ng that I th.1.nk that it got completely out of control in 
this town~ There's a lot of people making a lot of money gff th1s 
thi ng and ~t the same time always getting lectured about tu:rnqut. 

I 

( .11et .·t s· ,talk. . ·~bout the mon~'Y that, ·l pers·onally --v-o~ed for h~~e . t'hat 
· ,makes ·me s1.ck. to my s~omacb to buy 4:14, Raspbec~y H~lton, a:tl these 
~acef that the taxpayers in the end had to bail out these types of 
~hings to improve the town. And we ' re paying off a 20- - we can't 
even sell the park1ng lot to Tuttle's Funeral Home because it ' s 
OOJ1 ded fqr 20 years ... , lie • d l1ke to. buy it but he could never pay-
.affor d· ~c --.pe:y it back .'what the taxp ayers have ~q pay . to -9~t rl .d .of 
Ehat mes~ ~e had known as 4!4 . 

And a lot of the landlords in the town do a great job and they 
follow the rules and there's no problems. And we have a lot of good 
pro jects in the town but. we . have a few 9uys that are out t.here just 
tak:in·g ttdvantage . " _, 

' ' . 

' >' 

·l.f. 

oe Cer9e1a: · '1 I think that most people that I ' ve spoke to agree 
~th the Town Board on the need to do what you are tryinq to do but 
at the same t:ime I've also heard from a number of peoRle that-- .. 

' < 

caut.ious." 

.,I completely understand your concern 
the way, because I know t hat' s a 
have .. u 

I, 
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certainly would appreciate it . •• 

John Huck• .. Hi. 
those good landlords 
under one roof, five 
be paying $150 every 

HCharlie, Cha.rli·e , ~~t. me get this 9edtleman 
once and then we will come back for 

John Huck, from Wad1ng River . I ' m one of 
you•ve been talk~ng about. I ' ve got seven units 
are studios and two are one bedrooms . Will 1 
two years for each unit?" 

,.Then you have a .... - what do we call that, 
mctel'?n 

Stark: 
+\ .· . (' --

"'Small apartment coroplex.H 

John Huck: "Sharon inspects it every year . Everything's up 
co par." 

Super vi so~ s. t ?r~ :. "~ 1 , 0 0 0 every two years . ,. 

A lot of my people 
well, tn..is isn"t ' 

How 
se·\le·n. units in· · · 
1ny t ·enants . say, 

Do I have the · 
As i t i s new" · 

relatively 

"You've got to have permission . '' 

have permiss ion. And if that sort 

make 



. ,, 
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'rNow, most of the time th~ landlord is at fault, 
. he '.11 ' g.et · a s-ummdl}:$i perhaps something.. But on occasion it • s the 

tenant :that 'll: has tte problem.. And .1 have a t~nant tlO·W, ·a lady b .a$ ·.·· 
. P.he" (.inau"<filf>Ie} OOJttp.3:~.~ s·~ ·• s a saver: · .. Md ·s·he ' \S got ten a surnll\o.n~ 
.directl:y from the rfawh. of R:tverhead and wi'Ehout me being involve(l .. 
Now ff that ends ·up in problems, will ' i be involved because of a 
1..·enan t 's mi su$e of an apartment?" 

Robert Kozak~e.wicz: "I ' m fam~liar with the example that you 
are citing. We've solely dealt with this as a tenant 1ssue and I 
don 't think we're-- under the circumstances that you are descr1bing, 
have any intention to bring the landlord into it. And any of the 
cha.nges by the local law here would not change that particular 
cjr.cums~a,nce or t4ose facts." 

b ~ t ~. . A M v ~ . a ue \<yf$g;(l JlCHl ·at;l u. r S • · .ll • , 

'' 

u~tts. A9ent 99 • I thought · 1 .. would bring 

John Huck: 0 So seven units and the three houses, it would be 
great if we could all be lined up for one day , and the Inspector 
ould come down, but it seems like know1ng tenants that it 's go1n9 

to be perhaps 10-- " 

. ..-; ' 
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Now there are otner ones that I showed him because I wanted tQ 
show him the good . and th.e bad . And I showed him some that were 
abso~ut_ely . we;ll taken care of . But that. "tas the differen<?e .. . 1\nd · 
hat we . hav-e . :to .g~ett tOUt . there , cind t:'he.r~ .aJ:.a p.~op}Q ·who. a~e rent.:i~'9· .. 

t!Q"" - they. don • t ~ee~.$satily hav.e to be sco:t-a s~rvices -- who are· 
rentlng 'and because of one reason or another, ·that •· s a l l they can 
·afford , the lanqlcrd doesn•t real ly care, etc~ But I certa~nly 
don ' t want a condition-- we want to make sure that there are fire 
alarms in tne house , smoke detectors , I guess the same thing . Thac 
there J.S plumbing , there is healing . There ~s adequate , you know, 
so on and so forth.u 

John Huck : uso it would be up to me to make 10 appointments 
fo:r the 10 inspectiQns.. You won t t go direotly to the t .enant ?" 

UNo . w.e 'would ,om.e t.o. tQe landiord .~ ., 
' ' ' 

'· 

wi t.h absehtee landlo.rds ·who are out 

will 

'rhose who have no acquired the Ame.r ican dream as Char lie and I 
Often refer to "and I think the American dream is to QWn ·' o 1n your 
o ·n dwell~ng . But a lot of people have to rent unt "l they got to 
t .hat POJ.nt where they ean afford 1.t .. We-- ·r just d:ld how many 
hou~es for Habitat for Humanity? Six hcuses, we are gett1ng invoiv@d 
"' ln. The merican dream come t~ue . We will probably be doinq some 
lltOr'e affordable houe i ng in to r. _ The Atneriean dream corne true. So 
hut ln th~ rneant:.;i~&* somet '

7
me5 to a-c. d ·re~u (l.as ~c~ \ota.u. t aild we have· t·o 

.ent.- l kn~ w}l~~ ~4 ., f.irst got st.arted, I 11~d te .rent_.. So 
0 n h, ·. , · , H ' ·, '1 Z1 w . <iJ me,.. . , · . , 

' ' 1-, 
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John Huck: ~1 thank you . " 

Sl:leepv~sor St~~k :) " Thank you, sir. Is there anybody else 
. that ~U·ld l~~e to .lll:al<e comment . .at this parti .. ouiar time?,. Again 1 . 

"1\: ,, m~·· ~$mind you t ·fiat this evet{ing we will', 'a.gafn, sta'tt. up around · 
7:00. we thought wlil would have two sess1ons because-- $imply because 
toere are some people who are ava~lable in the day and from what the 
weatherman tells me it•s not g-oing to be too n1ce tonight and there 
a:re people who work during the day and we are try.tng to accommodate 
both s:ide·s ·of the .fence . Those who are .r-eti.red and thoee who 

'· still ~otHt.ing ~ Qha~+ie , you Wa1f\t to mak~ another comm~n;t? 'tl \ 
~ 

~h~l).es crump: HGetting old 6 u 

"That ' s all right . I still remember 

.ii J •• 

\~ • lit ' .' \;• ' 

. G?:l~les: Crume _:~ · 11 Yes . I, yo1:1 .know, conce:tneo about 
re1n ven:ting the whe-el . I suggest that you revi:sit the exisuing code 
and make adjustments there . You know, I believe that everyone 
should nave safe housing and so forth. But why make it so cumbersome.u 

"We did~. Charlie, revisit an~ , we,~ fel~ r you . 
I kno\fl my !.ather t.6 a ·m~ as ptobal:rly your fatn«·~) if 1 t. ' ~'$Jl t t broke·n, '. 

don ' t f.ix it . · Well, this is broken and we are going to try and fl.}( · 

it ~n an 1ntelligen~, safe way to protect the residents of the Town 
of Riverhead . " 

£k~f}.es c;r4~e~ . "Okay • . Along .. with t .hat, as .I indi~~ted before.,. .. 
~· ~ ;o,$s·~ole t~ ~ake ·it efsie.¢ ·~ ·for · .a lanql;:ors ··J~o q~e . si9. o.f . l:Jad .,.. 

f~nan ~ ~~, l ' mean~: tight now, . iJ~' ·s just almo,St an impoe$ii61e task ~ 
ana (;est~ an awful lot of money to de that. - can you work in that 
partlcul:ar area, al"So? work. 1.n beth areas?H 

change as a. Town 

' ·' 
' ' ( ... 





I ' ' 

Chprles Crump: ·•rt depends on the problem. I mean if it's 
safety -~ .. 

' 

S}~~~(\ti~o·~ •• I don'· 'if w.ant· to op~iate like tlie federal 
'overnm~nt.. I want t-o operate like we ~ommunica·te in a 'town. ~ 
think that it certainly Wlll be taken under considerat~on and I 
understand hiring piumbers and this or eleccricians, you know , they 
are on jobs and what have you ." · 

'~~.xactly.. ·If it: is an emergency case., it 
~way. 'l'haoc-e is no question ab¢ut: .it~ tt 

S~r:erviscr Staf.k: "Absolutely." 

that don•t require, 
anythj.p.l~ ll.ke 

Counc . .tlman Kwa~n~: ''And, Charli.e, it mi9ht alsc 
remedy the problem but to address the problem . Where 
a~d €a1d, I hired a plumber but he can•t be there for 

"Okay ... 

·. who 
' nat 

' 
' '' 

' 

not be to 
if you came ln 
two weeks-- u 

'~' 

n I didn • t know abOut th1S when .'/.'OU have to 
get a permtt to rent a house tc your own son or daughter?'' 

11 \hy don't you read it and come oack 

' 
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know 1ess t~ap when I started . " 

How 

" ' " 

why you wrote 1t that way . 
whicn they often do? Who ' s 

•" ,, 

"Wel:t , uswal ly a good landl ord has ·securit:.~-~· 

. i t I .$aid ustially a good landl ord woo:ld have , 
appl 1ed aga1nst damage by the tenant ." 

"Yeah , but: sometxmes it.•s bad and-- ., 

Supervisor Stark : "Sometimes it • s oad and maybe a la\v in some 
fasbJ~n tha~ thJi fs going to ult~mately end up the end product 
would cet·t~?nly - - 1

' 

uWltat 1 s it gol.ng-..- -u 

was a landlord , I wouad certainly look 
)on9et for, a· gQ9d he~l,'tby t~n,atlt that t s 
my pr~perty as I am to them . ~ . 

~All cigh~. l had that exper~ence with that. 

> • 

''\.Yell- - fl 

is a n1ce spot. The town 
are g0od fer us, we ' ve got 
a house m R1 ver 'lead . " 

.. 
no object'ie.ns to any person~: color , 

J ' 
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SupervJ. sor. StarJ<: uBut I ment.toned ev·etyt.nlng . I do have 
objecti.on to landlorq' \fho , in fact r pay no att.ent "' en to ·the safety 
('~ _th.e.i r ·. t.ena:nts , an.di. ·nave l)O interest in im~r9.ving tbe· prop·erty- to 
ptl . i. f.. ~.h a safEr 'and. ~ije~lthy c(Ondlt.ion .so tbat these .. peop1e .n:av-e--iof 
tL t ll1j nk they're lut1:, i.t~ea ·through rent . to 1l vi ·tin tHat: cond.ltlon .. :fl ·• ·, 

Geor;~e S~hme~z~p.: " What • s the matter wftb the county? They • re 
supposed to watch out for their tenants , don 1 t they? They furnish 
t hem money . }\ 

Supervisor Sta,rk ,.: "Aosolutely . •• 

"We11 , they ' r ·e 

liell, <Jon t t . ·need tbi s 
ne·w bure.auoracy . · ·. How many people 
You ' ll get enouqh money just to pay 

the idea? " 

Supervi .sor Start<:: .. Okay . Thank you . ' ' · 

"Thank you . You really mean that?" 

George Schme l"Z.<Eir : ·•Thank you . u ....... ....... I F................ ~ 

e se .1ho would 1 Lke t.O 
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Mtnutes of a Public Hearing held by the 'l'cwn Board of the Town 
Riv.erhead , at 1o:wn Ball, .River(lead, New York, on Tues<;ia¥, Oct.obe·r 
199!6 ~ at: 7: oo -P-· 11\: · 

James R. " Stark, 
V1ctor Prus1nowski, 
r.,ark A.. Kwasna 1 

James B. Lull, 
Otto ~'J it tmeie:r, 

SuperV"d.sor 
Councilman 
Councilman 
Councilman 
CouncJ.lman 

7:05~ Th~s afcernocn•s Puol~c 

eastern 

, Before I go ~u~h farther, I have det~rmined · fhat with not ob~ 
jection from the Beard, we will keep th1s Hearing open until the 
close of buslnes~ on Fr~day, october ltlth, of the normal day busioes~, 
that ' s 4:30, fer \Yritten comment . And as the med.ia is here, if you 
could somehC\v work that into your article, f.litch , I would appreciate 
~ t . 

KozakJe\vicz, to give a b:rief 
' on. n 

The propose,d l,ocal law that i~ before the Beard th 1 s e ,eni.ng 
l a culmlnDtlcn ot quite a few mcnthQ of Study . In~tially, Cotncll
man Prus1ncwsk1 sat down with Sharon Kloss from the Building Depart
ment and pu together ecme notes . Then lt wa~ -orned over to myself 
1r further (.naud:Lble) and in pr~l of this year , Apr1l 16 , 1996, we 
had PublJ.c Beat;in9 , received numerous commenLs [rOm the publJc 
eonoern1ng a few points that they had or problem~ that they nad with 
t1e proposed legisla~~on. 



t ,t l • •\'1 

:, 

futtber study, t ook a pa9e from North Hempstead bock, and adQpted 
i c .or moa1.£ 1-ed it. to fit in:t.o our s ftuati-On here in the Town of 
Riverhea.a . 

' ' ··~ 

A summary of the major points of the l ocal law are that now 
unlike the law that ' s on the books now, al l rental "~roperty-- all 

· rental .an;\.ts · sha'l:i ' be i;u~j~t to a rentat pertttJ.t. Exetn~tions are 
pr.avJ.ded for in the case of 1.mmed1 ate family . That • s done so that 
an ind~v~d\l~l whp is rantip.g ~ +o,om· t.q h~s or her son , nis ox: her 
aaughter , aperson who fits within the defin1tion of inunediate 
famJ.ly , -would not be subject to the requl_.remen.t of a rental permit .. 

, Ml.cthet' ~xe·mpt:io:t1 was ·also 9-ranted ,fQr a~ric ultural housing inasmuch 
a~ that type of housinq 1s regulated by numerous other agencies 
a~~eaq.r .. < ' 

The fee structure 1s a bi- annual: or a two year fee of $1.50 or 
· $1i pesr~eax 11 rte~. un.r~,. 

I think .that;; ' s re,ally .the . ~ajo1; lmpacts ot. th.~ .... Pr?posed. l¢cal · 
ff adop~~a by the Town Board- u 

· . , ~~p~r-v,~~er ••g~e of the thing.sr· we.t re tl?)ling to do· 
thr~u·gh these series . of Publ1c Hear ~ngs i £ to develop a law that is 
fair a(td equ1tab~e to .all the (epldents oJi the Town cf . Rive,rnead .. 
RQ are . ·· ry in9 to c 'teate ·a process which wi·ll allow tenant.s who rent 
to l1ve in a safe and healtny environment. This may not oe tne final 
YUbli.c_ aeari.ag . We ar.e 9o . .i:ng to · t.cy ~nd come to· a .f .ina . .}: .·dr.ai.t~ of 
:.~e rental law that ill sustain any court cnal l enge .. And , agatn , 
<eep in mJ-n<:i that_ we csre ~ct tryin9 t.o hu.rt anybody but we . also feel 
!n~ obll9rtt.' dn o , ·m;ak'e· sure that:, in f~.ct, ·it you .are go~ng to become 
~ la Hilord, and you are going to rent , ycu must present hcusing 
·~ten .. ,s .fa:l r, h~~lthy;t fr.e~ of co ·e violat1ona as tat a-s eltectr:ic.al, 
)LUrtiDxng, h~aLln~~ etc ~ and that those persons who are go~ng to rent 
mst b& a~surea that that will .oe mainta~ped . 

oper1 up the anybody who wants to 

a-- purpose o.f a Publ~c Hearlng ~s 
e don • t have all the answers QP here.. ie . . 
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Rosemar~ Danielow1cz ~ " I ' ve never done this before~ Okay . My 
• 

J.S Rosem~.ry Dan1el owicz . ~· 
' ' 

just oend that right down 
.to 

Ros~mary _Qanie~ow.i:cz : •• okay .. My name is Rosemary Danie l owicz .. 
I wo.rk for Ed Tucc1o Real ~sta,te. My main concex:n about . this b.1ll , 
:J~m not · ~Q~l .nst- thi-S" at all · .. · But my main concern 14· where does the 
tenant get any respons.lbl l .lty? -You know, what responsibil ity--- it •s 
Eupposed to be a landl ord/tenant law - ~hat responslbility , what is 

.. ti11.e q>ownlf: 9a~n9 to dQ ·to ·m~ke the" l:enant ~e. spons.i.bili1 · Ev~n HUD J:to·w; 
tile Hous:ing and Urban Devel opment in Washington , have rnade tenants 
responsible . They can get, you know , taken off their Sect~on 8 
~~~·t·t ·i~i.9~tes ·~f. he¥ _doo.·•t keep the· h<l\'lS~s··. L.lp •. '' 

sue!rVJSOr Stark: "Absolutely . If we find a tenant is re
Q(!~V'l£19 r:.·ent t;,y: some· , $ut>s~dy, .~e.t ,• s fo~ .arg~ments .lake·, ·, taking p~rt 
of Soc;t&l . Ser~ices , cert~inly as we go -out to inspect the rental 
Uln.t and \ve f .iJ\d out it • s a Social-- we just not1fy social Services 
· :. \t~1ll , t:h,en ~ak~ tl'tat; person ofJ ,.re.tltal .incQ.me 1'" 

' I , '/ "'-" I " ~ ' 

''Because that • s a big concern of-- " 

Sur;)etv1s6r Stat~! ,' u,Bt;re ie· also ·. puts a· I itt le· ·~1t mci.:re, 
r~sponsibili.ty-- if y.ou •re talking about government subsidy right 
no~ one only has to f:Ollect a checK by mail. . And ope doesn • t n,~all~ · 
h~e b.o . v tslt: t.he . pt:emises. ·· Th~re. ha.s_ 'been notat:i()n by commissioner 
1ngate ~ho vls~ted us he~e within tha last week or 10 days, that 
~he chec.ks probably will , n~ longer 90 .to landlords '· they will go to 
~h:-Q .. tenant. ·1\ild td)~4Z: .n·o~w· ' P.\lts. ieape.n&tbi.ii~y on t:be Iat1~1o·rd 'ip 
o&eome a true ~andlcrd ana vice versa.. And lt ' s a double edged 
s~ord, too. So 1 think everybudy who .is in the bus1ness of rental 
.has ~o t;ieQome W\O.r~e C'Oftsqi:oi4S of 1\'ho t~h~y · Qt~ _. t:e.n.~.i.ng ta~ And . ~·~ 
ttOr~ t:O'A'SOlou .... in sett:ing ·do ~~ rules and requlat1ons ~ ' Councilman 
Pru .... tnc~·sk · referred to a oouple of projects tha't are in the Town 

· -o~ R:tve bead, ., ,f.:Hle . rt9t1t ac;~oss tne st.r~et. Uat11 a. ~irm~ana9etbent : 
f i rm t ex over, ' as )''Ou welt cun remember · Rosemary , it \~as a mess · 
over there. £hey have ru es anti regulacions. If you don•t follow 
them , you • re out: of there . 

\ . r . • 
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"But-- .. 

' 1• 

g\.tpe~yi~~-r St.arkr "Let m~ just ·finish ene other point .. · Arid 
in eur tour with Commissioner Wingate, we visited what we believe 
1s .many Department of Social Serviees hcuse recipients who are 
o·\'·tneia by some local l;los .inessa~ople and out of .town people ~ And . it • s , · · 
ab£oiutely \appalling' t.he conaitlon o'f those houses.. So, tner~fore , 
we are going to try and lmprove that because t think everybody 
deserve~ a right to live in a safe , healthy ilPd safe place.. And if 
SOftlebooy ls net on o~eartment of sooia1 services or some sobsady and . 
i~ j ilsJ: a youn9 Rer·.:;o~ out there .whO's·e Amer'lcan dream o.t .ownirn·~ a 
t.ou~e some day hasn t t quite gotten there because they haven ·• t saved 
up the money, certainly they are aeserv1ng of the same right . And 
lt~s .... - what we are trying to do is ma~e that -a bett.er situatJ.O.rl in 
'Pe ··Tb wo of: Ri\Terhe.a.d. · ·.· · 

Thj~ by now way is a final draft. It probably will chan9e twc 
t hree t i mes but certainly we are going tc proceed with thi~ 

V'l.gq~~ us ly an -~99re$l's.i:v,ely: ..... ·. And jon ~Y trqvel$· t.trt:OU<lhoub . t.9wn, 
n 'it . ~ . ')Ot wio~ ' r. ange ·of' suppoi.t I treme dous l" anqe of SUt>port.. And 

no matt er what class of life or status of life a person is , we are 
go1ng to aemand t hat i t be a healthy and saf~ env1rcnm.ent fo . .r .that 
f:am ~lflY an~ eh~ ~dren ~o · grow up in., A1\d .the ~esponsibiJ.ity ·is: p n 
borH ai<;le ·, 'no·t 'only ·on the" r::e:rtant, .. ·but ·ail ~fie landlord .. 1\nd·t 
therefore, :yo u've got a bad tenant, then you are goin.;J to do ·what 
you have to do to get that tenant out.fi 

' 
' ' 

will~'. t he Town~ ·you ·· k" owf \\' i I ! the 
ill there oe any penalty tc t he 
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' ....... , r ' ;. 

there.fo~~ , you ·<Jet a ( ina.udib.le) .· an.d 
tnose conditl.ons- , they don't have any way 
~e are gcing to hel p them pul l themselves 

'l- l. I .I y ' 

Robert Kc zakiewicz : .,I would a l so l ike-- if I could intervene 
fo:r .a ~.econ4 .. · . There is currentl~ wit;.tu.n t]le Town. code·, ·~hapt~; 68 .· .... 
:Tl s ah. i Elxte·ri'S.i ve chapter i ' probab,l y 'cons istin9 of somewhece around 
iO to 45 subsections~ THere i s a general prevision , there is a 
!ection that deals wit:h the respons-4:bility of home.owne.r~ and .a 
.rae!~ ion ~that ·~als wi.th " the · responsibllit:y of tenants . Md 1 · in 
fact, 1 know in at least a case that I can think of that •s pend~ng 
1n the ~ourts right now, we have, in fact, proceeded to t)rin9 a 
'~en ant into o6u r t ~l)O 'w'aS~'' a pr:ob lem ',. So t to addr~s s your quest ibn., 
-:h -r·e j s something currently on the bOoks under that chapter . And 
t suppose what you are loQking t:.o is ~ case where a tenant cQmplains 
~:tl~y have ·.;i· ·~·oke d~·~ecto;; out -and wn&t . they • r ·e ool.ng is · t:iH:~y ~te 
:a inq the batteries out of 1t and the tenants are the cause of the · 
noblem. But, I just wanted to or1ng that to your - - to the f l oor 
-~at . the~e is curr.eqtl~ p~ovisions on ·ou·r book t i~ .Chapt·er .68 , ., · 

r ~pe~if icall~ that deal ~ith tenants ~ " 
• 4 

_. t\f1.i'¥~~ ... ~~ _Dan l.~~L';\~~cz.: ,.NO\t.t . I j m. in t~e . p.roc~ss novt . pf d~:t.n9 
: tv-e el--~fo't;Jcng. Five ot them.. Gostly . Itt ts not - - I mean these 
>eople have been with llS , they are not new people, tryin<3 tc go 
..,hrough now a .new pcreenioq process 1 try in<; ·to g$t. a g.ood t.enaJ"l~ . 

· ·~you can , t ··.'a)wa}'s, get ;i,s good t·enant. · And I know for ruyself, ·I 
tad t:wo calls .recently from twc girls who therr refrigerator has 
) en ):"unning : all night . We ~Hant a man ovec there • . The ·ref.ciget"ator, 

, ·k?t.h doo -~ E.cr·e opttn t:ht.s much,. .. on ea~n t .Ylin"9 . ~d I fne~n it ··s a 
.~ o way thliHJ ~ · I mean the landlovd , yes , ha-s to be ce-ponsible , but 

bell.te''-'e th~ t~nant bas to be matle responc.:ible in .some way, teo. 
· neM. ! . go· ·q,ub-- l ., got oul. .'n·O'W lind ·I ~check ~hese .. fieu·ses ~· .Md t 
~ ~s~t ~tth these tenants. rnd fiav~--· r a~ proud ~f my record now. 

have gone uo some of these houEe~. I have g~otten letters in the 
.. . ~ttl trttm gJrl~. t:hl~k.tng me,. · R<f!,roa~yl tba~k·. you ·fat g:<JJ1i~ t:aKlng 

te 't:tme to r$pend 'Wlth me I t:O g:rve me a house. And I .make sur;e that 
ho ... e houses a.re safe and decent~ Any ~cuse th.at _1 am tou( .. h 1.n9 nolo~,. 
will n~ake ~p~.e L go tn bhere. :· .. 

And I just feel though that the tenant has co be-- l don't 
'l-O ' ~hat J..t 'l;b:is is· ~~a~.nsc; . a.t~ ·. the )..andlords ... ~t ' $ 

" 1"1 • • ~ • ' 1' ,• 
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., ' 't. ' ' !· ' ,, 

the tenant.. The tepant c(ln do whatever they want. 
t.bem·" rest;Jonsit>:4Iity .- l t' s ok:ay ·to tell them, o ·• kay, 

! 1 m going to make sure you have safe, decent housing, but how do~- I 
. jc,n ' t; unaerst;and, :t• m at a loss. · l don't know how to~~ u 

"lt • s the r~sk cf being-- ·• 
'' ' 

Rqse~~ry D~nie~pwicz! •• I know that, but I mean-- " 

:~ · ~upe~vfs~t st. ark: ~1 Rosemary, 'Rosemary , I used t¢ go snow
oobiljng years ago and we used to stop at your house and I would 
Lo.o'k on the ref,rig'erato.r there and · I wo~ld a~e trla't list of·· duti'es. u 

Suee!,'(iSo.~.@ Stark: u And I always , asked you why you picked on 
.. b~t . t;.lne door . . Remember., Th~t •·s j ·uSt a l.itt;le n<&:stalgia, But ·l 
~1n~ what you are sayinq~ if that's the business you want to be in, 
~ hen l chink you hav~ to develoF yqur own tu~es and regu1at~ons~ 

~~u ·~~? ' itts h~rd to find a good tenant. W~il, 1 guess youJve just 
10t t'O kee9 looking unt tl you find one. And if ycu have to leave 
h~ : ~u!fe '~mpt~ ·u11~ii you· firtd that. · 9Q·Od tenant,· ·l ·gue.ss yttu leav~ · 
our hou~e empt'f. '' 

I 

bus1.nese vou .. 

ugc that 's what itlc ~o~ng to be . It 
t.:o .rlo ~etything,.~ 

'I 
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., I mean. y.ou. say ' · Mr. P ttl$ ±nows~ l. , · i:t ~ s 

Cottn.ci.J.tnan Prus1;nowsX,i ~ "}\i.,ght. ou want ·, to ~n9\;y s.-om&thing? 
r.h.at • s eitactly the way·, it .is. Because when 1 ran a fiusines s and I 
1ad a liquor license , State of New York, that~s exactly the way 1t 

ts,. ~ It. 1 ~. ¥?Ul; resfon$ibi~i ty ~ You ?hose. to be in the r ·e~tal 
!Ua~ness, lt •s a f1ne hus1ness , · but 1t~~ your respon$1bility. f 
~~11 tell you the truth . I ' m agha$t at these l andl ords that have 

comins up _t.o me and s~ys , What are you going to do to .help me 
yi~h my ·t.enctt~i;;is~ If. tl~e tenants are. v1olatin9 the law , tht~y are 
~ngagi. ng in illegal activities , llke drugs, they violate the Town 
:odes that Bob has alluded to, our Town .Attorney , of cour,e, the 
f'O·\IIt~ of R±:veth~,ad will: be t:.·nere 't .. ci do what we·,. wi:ll oo actrross t!h• 
>Oard fer any 'people in society that violate the laws . 

, .. Bu~ the r,e<a;so.n \4toy t~.~~-ih:rooK Gables·-- the c~:nnpl¢~ acrQs:s the 
=t•cet and Doctors Path and a let of the other low 1ncome houein9 
>rGjects in this t0wn are wel l managed , because they have rules and 
"eg!Jl at:i;:o·l).s .an(¥ , tney writ·e th·lngs:_ tnto tibe l~ase .. And yo.u· are not 
lllowed to nave· pets and .if· .you oo , you are thrown out. And I have 
.c tell you someth1ng . The free ride is over in the Town of River
~e;.d¥ I know .J.:t•f a. ~ery b~rsn thin9 to say hut it~s- "'" ~e, have 
•ll'-6 ·ed · tbo mudh t.c gc 0;n ttere fot yeat-.ss and everybody. has made a 
.ot of money on it and it ' s wonderful, it ' s ever . Okay . We are 
ryin9· t~· t.u:rn t;his T9wn aroun,P and J ' fl t.ell_' yQu tile truth., It: 
:a·-1-a to 'a beili:l, ·we h.ad a . t .r.·a9edy qown by the' Schoof and I see 
le sday xs here, and they were right. Hew come the fire alarms 
hqn't work in that house t~i~h al.t thcsu~ k.1ds? And it wa9n ' t tbe 
lU;J's faule · t:ha·t · tha~ place st:ar e<?f on · f "· __ ~e . · But ttie f i'r~~ thirtq 
hat N~wsday asked us, rightfully ~o , was when was the last time 
h~ place was · tlspect~d? 

I ' ' 

all the time. ~ell, 

first 
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~iverhe-d. We rent. We have prcgrams and as you know there's rules 
,;:~th Section 8 and we follow those rules . And it's tough sometimes .. 

. rt • ~ a tougli thi.n9. · 
. •,V' I ' , l:i 

we ge\ ltltO a let ~- O! si tuali'<His where we . , : 
like to do but it 1 S' our r~sp<:>nsibillty . 

: tm not trying to be harsh about it , but I just had an ~nccedible 
hscussion with someoody just recently on this thing. ltts like aJ.l 
')f a suqden it ' s the taxpayers responsibJ.lity . I mea~~ c.cme on , you 
:hose ~:0:. ?·e . in th~. O,U,s.tness ~ . an·d if you want to ~e in t~e. pusi~es:, ~: 
:her.e t ~ ~ome \nel?:Y good oenefJ.t t<::> be In the l:nlSinesa ·, ou~ th~re ,J.s 
1lso ·~scme th±ngs tnat ar~· not so great . · 

! get out of the bar bus1neas because it was a terrible 
>Usiness. I mean you•ve get to--. you are dealing with people. that 
~onsuroe alcohol ana s:tuff and 1 ~bose to get. out of it oacauae there 
ta~e 'a ~o.t: of respi>~lbi 1 itJe~ t 'h&t were in .itt .• . ·And: t a-.ti rs a,ll w~ ' 
•re .s·ay 'i'ng here • . And I knew that, I understand sotne t:enants are 
·otten~ We've got a lot of them: in this town, unfortunat-ely. 't 

just feel, too, that r•m trying 
u 

Daniel:o\-.1icz: "-- to help . 
them ... there , they're in safe 

houses 
that 

that, s. where 
Vic -aid, any :!legal 
Otherwi~~, you cannot 

. [1 th1s t:o -n. tl1i\t ha_ ·. 
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' ' 

don 1 t -- leases-T- the¥ d<>n~t 
8 for six and a half years .. " 

909 

H ·vt,~ll 1 h<H*i i,s · 82-1 . ac~Qss t-he $tr~et do:l:t\9·'? 
t'IIO week$ later t 'hey are OUt on the 

· :Rps ,ma-ry t:lan~el?,wicz: · '1They· are all con Tined in one thing. 
hP-y have one person watching t:hera . That ' s it . They are there .. " 

Couficilman · l(wa~·nat 4tAll right . Another question. ~ou said 
ight no~· you ar~ working on four or five evictions . Now, when 
e~tain l,.andlords evict people in this Town , .they put- - the She:r:1ffs 
ome and tfiey pat· ·ar1 · the · furni t ·ure out on th(( frotrt, . yard.. Who do · · 
ou think pays for that? The taxpayers of the Town of Riverhead to 
et r1d ot5 all that garbage after the landlord may hold t.he rental 
?.l)er a,J,J... thos,e year$; n ~ ' 

.,1 know. I pay tne taxes, too . I know . " 
, .. 

I 

tt.Md that" s wrong also ... 

···~1 just feel ·t ·hat·, · yoti know 1 ·ntore 
be appxec1ate. Because I 'm try1ng 

. ·.: 

~·How many rental unit.s - - " 

~Q~$UUbtl ri~n ·· e}owicz·t •'Th·e ~e.op.l e that ·I ~*m a.efi~i ng \~JiEh a~;e 
)t II "e 'theordin~u:Y,'~person ~ike ybu si~t ·.ng there and me siLting 
tre sayJ.ng., let ' s sign a lease,. Because they don •t sign a leazie . 
~m~ of· them,. a~ ' ·t eveo wr ite.l> And I )Jon • t. .:care· if t bey can read 
ni r .t.te · Because 1 'm helping them a .1d I fe1Ql thCit I ~ m do1ng a 
!rVlce to the xown and to the peqple . nd it l s ju.t not tbe same . 
. "snob YQU a.re IJOlr\9 ·to write a, lease and the.¥ ar- . goln.g .. to $~.qn 
. and th·ey a.re goihq to fol lo f thr .. ouqh !t . ~Jy '·re ncu::~·4 

"And · the comro1 ssione.r told lJS 
' • ;?, 

' 
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that 40% of these peopl e come from outside of Suffol k Couqty~. out 
g.tcta . ()f New or'¥\ stat'$ . t~ 

"' .l\ps~~~r)( 9~n1e;lowi<fz .. ; 0 Well, 1 . ttl at 1 s no e. true . . ~ mean· .I · 
don ' c know 'if ' that ' s not true the:ce , but in my it ' s not true . I·t ' s 
not tLue with mine . I aon ' t know what the ~igures and the . facts are~ 

. nut ~tt th~ 'l'CWtl O.f Riverhead, ·e v e11 when I was W·Orkirlg ·'at Section 8 
fOr Slx and a half year~ , the people are l ccal peopl e . That ' s who 

. ,1 dea~t ~ith a?d the peogle I ' m de.aJ.. J n<p :with now~, the~& mi .~nt be a 
fe"-~ that are not. loc.al , but r vloula say 95% of my' people are lceal 
people thAt have . been 1n this town for many years . They •re .here . 

· · ·.k:nd v~Y ar:e n()t gt>~ng to disapp·ea.r ... They ate· not: goipg . tO disappeat. '*•. 

Cour~.otlman BrusJ.nowski : , ••w,el·1, Sect.i:ott 8, w~ have regulations 
~ f" I i - G -*• ,,.., i!S! .. ~· ~ Jfk l ~ 7.. 1

• 

rtght~· Rosie. There's 1nepeeeions and etuff . And secticn 8 , 
asoally our Section 8 units are in pretty good shape and we hav~ a 

. ~t£y 900<:1 reeord ~here~ And , yotJ know , then \Y:hEu-1 w-EJ · go acwn t:-'0 
second Street and we see the guy w1th 20 rooms 1n tnere wlth i l legal 
'l1en' or .. whatever - - I fprget whet.her they a~e il~egall. ali_ens 1 · v.iug -

! ' • I' . J; . ' 

tn. ~ clroae:t Wtth a · hotplate. I mean ( it·•s outrageous . 1~ 

•tl'm for · th.lis wMle ~hing .. r · ~~ ·ally am,.. 
minor things , toe , that I 

.. h1nk ar:e teo harsh or vl~ateve.r.. I •m for lt~ But I. j~st--""" I st~lJ.. ( 
:eel som·~h~l .I even if t you know·, yoo are not gcin9 to '.''be anie to 
i!nfor.ce it, but the tenant has tc be made to know that be has to 

1l .:ol..l~ the rul.a,§ ... ~ou •. r.~ . no t.:t-~ t~,, pecpl~ that )"'OU er'e try;inq t.o 
·~ea l ~i th, I know ar·e not the ordinary people 1 ik-e I nave a he use 
.. hat l' m rentl.09 to th1s person . These are not the people \fie are 
. liial :.1.Jl9 aQ;out. ,, ·Toe ·people that :r aea1 wit.:h are not: · t ·fl?se kind of 
>eople. They are not go1ng to just sign a lease and they are not 
iO~rt'i· 1 to, l'o.u J19.W t ~ fJ:.x UP. a hQt(~e~ 1 go q,u.t th~r:e ~~ .y.ou tell me 
.. bat • my ·bus~ t.le .... s :Ou . r:nese pecpl~ a1:e ~ n our to~,n, y:cu are trying 
.. o help them . u 

,, , I 

"Bot they ha ~e-- '" 

.,, I · want support , , ,:oo . .. 

.. ·,I' 
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.;.\ . . 
1'0f "course · they ·do, .· but'· 'they don • t., ,.. 

1'But you don~t wan~ them t:o sigq .a lease?" 
} ~ ~ , '-'1 , . ' ' 

Rosema~ ¥ Danlelowicz; "They don ' t - 1 didn't say I didn t t 
1ant ·them to s~gn a iease~ They will not follow a lease.. I gu,~ss 

not qo~ng. to ge-·t ' anywhe·re. t1ut at·leorst~ .... ., 

Co uno ilman Kwasna : uNo ~ Anyt.hing you can do -- a.nything we can 
to for }{,OU so, lielp . pu wi t:h your t~nan~$ under th~ ~aw , we can no. 
myth.n9 beyond that. we cannot.n 

f~~ , th~ ~no!.'~ J:h,i.ngl you ktaQw., 
Iana}ord, whatever. You know, 

t •s not written anywhere where tne tenant ha~ any responsibility 
md lf we a.n-e SUBt;?Osed ~o he ing t:h ,se p:eaple, l:l.P and make them. . 
~'Spons1ble~ 'then' they' have · 'to be respons..i:ble; too. ·you •:re panaiizect 
t you den' t do something right, too,. That • s how I feel~'' 

·:' 

twa · :/ear's.. Ttn1nk ycr~ Ros~ary. 
like to make comment? Yes, sir?" 

' . 
. J.drn Beietenb·acht. · ·~How - a.r;;e Y,<:>~ do'!~g? My· -namEf' ..ls Jl.n1 "' 
creltEin"b'ach-: 'i~m fcom Riverhead. I would just lil<.e to know , en the 

how ar:e. you 90:i.tl9 to go abQut it? 0(~ you have inspecto~s 
o.· keep ~P Qn t.'h.l.~?;. Ana c•·n- ..... ~f somEft;·~in.g . :i.s. · impe~.ed,. 6an yon 1~ke' .. 
lne them per ;week? Per month? so at Ieast the town can maxe some 
cney on 1t." 

It Right 00\.\' 1 J ltliffiy I 

publ:ic hearings. 

. 
Rtgnt now ·•e Rnow that; ~e aie goitlg to have 

ind of invest~gators out there or code 
Thq.t •·. s. :s omfit ime· J. r\t the f l1 t.\H;e ~ 

) . 
' ' 

i.n the deaf t: :tng 
down with these 

one 1s 

to make arrangements 
en~orce ... ~ or. what 
l lt.lean , · · :rea·t:J~nt: 1 

'1, ' 

' . 
' 
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. ~' .... . 

rJght now, if w~ were to enact th~~ tonignt, I'd be hard strappe~. 
But -,e:tii;s Buiiu::d r:ea!l.t~s they will h'ave tc make, y·c·u k.'nO'Yl; room for 
that .. And that prcbanly is another aspect cf studying this 1 toe .. " 

•:J • ~ 

dim Brietenbactu' .. Also ~ ) ike on time on .it . I mean are they 
going to have- - .if you en-:forcement offi9er or something cites 

. , . p:rcol~ms r l:S '·~~e·re 90.1 ng . tO b<t a 'bime 11«n. t on wn~n they have tO 
resolve it?" · 

!>\'I 

Councilman Rwasha: .. Jjm,' we have a copy of the law for you, 
0 

·e can-- u 

Jjm Brietenbach: "Yeah, 1 hav€ gotten-- '' 

Councilman K\vasna: nAnd all that is in there .. '1 

also . to a~d onto wh~t JJmmy h.ad &~id 
current rates charges pe~ unit in 

here rJ..ght no\v~ .if we enacted this law right now, $150 every t\1-"0 

: ~ar.s t the · town wou@;cd prQbably collJ:~ct ' ~l 001 ooo in fees f rQm the 
landlords •.·Jh ch would surely pay for two or three in~pectors. That 1 s 
nl~' ,the fees ,. not countinf:1 fine.s • .. :r mean we pr~qb~oly c9ulg collect 

'; '!lUCH .. nec $50;0001 1tt ··f'ines in td\~ fitst y:tar .. " 

"Litt.le short. on two o~ three .. r, 
' , ' 

the town, you knew , 
.fl.nes, tc4!1.n t bey , .you ktlD\<~ 
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~t: persr ·ns oo.min9 .in .. . So t.hat was bro}ight· up · th,1s~ afterno.on ., . tfOU .. 

u ow, maybe' 14 days is not enougb time by the time you go get a 
lt::ntract , to get him off some other job . If it • s an emergency, any
~d9 irt · th:i,s . in.d ¢f. . bus .~~-eS$ cettatnly. has t~ cont;;eots "¢~ p·lttmber9" 
l~ating · , ycu kriow , o:J.l burner people cr what have you, oi the roof 
.eaks. I mean these thin9s are emergencies and if they want to hang 

. rtourld for 18. d.~ys th~n that · te~il,fa you . what kind Q·f la~<i,lord tb~y 
tre. ·so-, there are a lot of gooa land:lords out .there these days ,. 
fl.mmy . A lot of good ones, and there are a let of .pecple out there 
;bo just . want to . sit back and s.ay, you 1 ve g.ot a root o,v~.F _your .. ,h9:ad 1 .. 

· arEE ientd.ng , and, don't. 'bother me n~ more· . ~ , 

Board f·or 
T'han·lf yotJ 1" '* 

. '' 

.. Thank ycu , Jimmy . Is there anybody else 
cotmnent at this part.i~~l ar tl:me? · Jirn.My ~lood . ~• 

Jim Flood : .. My name ' s Jim Flood from Aquebogue . I was at the 
l~.~ ing --ea.rl~ttt. chi:$ . <Jfte.~~~on a~d I WJ$ listert~ng. to s<.ntt~ of ·tfte · · 
-ttnd1o'rds t .erlk abcut on , one hand, incrEasing the police dOmination 
~f the, you know, it ' s too much of a po l ice state .. On the second 
•.~~, t .. ju,.. t .c.ouldn • .. t pel ·±Mve wh:at ~ wax; h¢~inq " They were ~~~,ing .. 
·tKlut and· can you lie!p me · co11ec·t the rent? You kl'\ow. lt just · . 
. ind of drove me c:cazy today. . And I can always ccunt on you , Vic , 
.o voic.~ ~)' op· ·11.icn. '~heo I feeJ. .. li k~. 9oin9, ·. crazy.:J J j:ust look '· at 
~~ and ~~u ju~·t an B .ricjfi't into it .. But+- ,.. 

,. ¥ou. • ve blood, r.•ye gqt 
' ' 

I f"V only 

. y 

an ,;q· ... 
!\,.l, J. 
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. . cak at -;these .houses, and l .,_, look . c;tt ·them on ~ . daily, · ba,sis becau$e my 
~usiness is on Second sireet and Roanoke Avenue and I cell you , if 

wanted to go to St . John ' s Church , I would have to gc up the bl ock, 
East£ ·Street ~nd I \-touJ:d never. t~d<~ ~hat wa,y . BeQaus~,,, yo~ 
ioott at the nousihg tnere. ana I woul.dn't ' want my k1ds 

,eing on that street because of the-- " 

''And ,· Jim, what· 'We did bestdes 'this , 
'e put another ordl.n·ance o.n the bocks for bed and breakfasts , and I 
.now that ic·~ a tough ordinance and it •s a shame it has to be a 
ougfi Olrtlinanc~ but we wanb~ed t:O 9ive ·tfie opp6r.tun!t·y for eome .. of 
hose nice houses en Second Street to pe C\~ner· cccupied 1 to have the 
pporunity to have an alternative source of income to help pay the 
~.,t · gagA ; and liE~p th~se houses up. 'roift ·• $ why we hilVe a. :oed and 

· (f;eakf<lst law on the books and I got to tell you . Everywhere I go , 
're been on the Board 15 years , I hav• been here , I beax the same 
~ling ,. that are y~u- qo1n"9 t ·o ae about: ·this ·problem'? And · the , 
eeple enat are in this business t they' re living in a dream world , 
fantasy land. They don't think tnat there ' s peeple out there 

,ijat ar~. ot:~nc4!:nfd c.thout: .thi:s . th.i;.Q;g . ~•ve got to .tell you, it~s .. ali 
, l 

tter t:9Wn. j\no it •s the 1a~t thing left that the people in the town, 
1ke Hr. Br1etenbach and people up- - and I wil l tel l you what 90t 

• ga:u 9· I l 

are getting petitions 1n . All these p~ople on Ostrander 
. t:.he. time ~o s~.9n thq,t petition because they , aJ:e .wor-ried 

nou- ~bat. hous·~ we had · up the.re· and it J s a -~oncern . · An'f t.hfi fac 't 
f the matter is you ar;e going to be in the rental busJness , ~hen 
ou are going tQ ha\~:~ to t~ke cezpens · bi 1 i ty ~ The fact of tne . . . 
, ~t'ter i 'tt '~~. ~ ··'.the ~Q:Wr~ of ·~i ·verne ad 'h1lcl dQne n\6 r-e ·to . provide ·af.ferd""" , 
tile lio\l~.lng than any other town in Suf·folx Count/ for · its p0pulation. 
Itnmy had a press eonference here the Gther day , the Coon ey Executtve 

·· il.;,. art)Q~it1 a~,. f!h&t attat.i.s .:i.e ., · s~ vou .knov:. wbet.?. · - -Q~~ ve ®rte our· 
a1 t .;;~heres !t t don t t need gomebody t.:.ell~rH~ me aOOUt· yCU 've got tO 
rovlde affordable low income housing. e bave more lo income 

· oue.J.ng. pto.jeq;t ~· th,.n anY,t.fhe~e 1 )tnot·: .·of . aJ"'l,<l the~,.J re · 
.t~k# pr~jeet~L. · 

for Doctors Pathl a lo · 
cotr qed fo'r the face t: at. tha Town ·~ard membe~i 

al aro.und the nei<Jhbochood because they 
groject was go1rtq to e1d up ltk~ che'. Ol<S 
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Elndec~> up to be a (;.ood piojeot ... · . 'So VJhen yo·\t put, l!ul:es .~nd 
egulations and standards in place, it works . And you know what? 
t:'i time . Because after seeing that house on Second St.reet , You 
now~ t<~he.n ·41r ~ 'fl~at '. s ·his naj'l\e had over ~a. peopl~ 1n t,here'io~ lb •· .. a an 
utrage · a~d it 1 s time that it stop~ and I know the Town Beard I ' m 
roud of them fer stepping up to the pl ate . I wi l l prooabl y lose a 
ew fxien.ds . ove.r this ·. B.utt you kn-ow wh~t? My job ha-re CQU)es . 

· ef:ere · an51 thJ ng else 10 ; And l "11 tell you ·one· th1ng. We • ve spent 
illdons of dollars to turn this town around and Itll be damned if 
e are not? go in~ ·to tu,rn this prob_l~rn ·a.r\)und, too ~ 8§#C~t)se. this . is 
n·e last piece 6£ the pUZ'Zle .. fl ... 

Jim Flood; ••You · know 1 ! think that. housing has gotte·n in some 
i ljll '1: ·g;:·- ) ' 

at~s ·ef :t'hft town to trrH~ bQ'ttonr and · ye..t can• t. expect~- tJha!e- - 1t 
ay come to the point where these landlcrds have to give these 
la_oes up.. Yc t1 can • t h .av·e . t;\vO or three f.ami 1 ies with children in a 

' . 
ne ,: fa~~ily. Cittlelling .- .. iou h~v:e eo-.- I ' fli "· ·sure t .na't Riverhead can 
fford as a comm.unity to have as ma.ny people as-- to nave .one person, 
ne family in each house that has kids that can go to the school 
... J~t~i .t . a~d ge·t a g!,O<l eduqJtion .. l h·aV-e. four: ,kids in the s·cnool 

l: • • . ' 

J~tt1cc. But 1 hat~e to th.lnl<:. about the :tmpact of two or three 
arnilies in one neuse, just fer the greed of a la~dlord . . Just to 
a9~ .thetn, in and then . ~rnpact: · or~ m~ childten . :t,nst·ead. ot tt~viri9 ~5 · 
h a t;!ass I now they have 28 ir.t a class.. .A.nd some of ·these k.ids 
r~m the poor famil;es , they have problems . They have problems 
hat the sq,hoel d.i.strict mor:e . . 

I'm more than '"'ill :in<; t.o support as a taxpayer one family for 
one f ami 1 y hou~e . And a decent house where cbese kid.s can be 

rot1t'l of ' bfJ:irLg · ill <J ll'~~.,q'hbothood' trrat:' tbtiy e·an' ~r'C\\' \ip in and. no~ 
!!el afra1d . But to loo ~ at. some of ·these kids that ive J:n these 
loc· hous s, these run down pieces of garbage t:,1at are on Ea.s'h 

'' 

I a house a couple of daye ago in 
tQ · the f~Oftt '·QOOr elfiQ theJ~e' S <

1
' 

' ... ' 

there • s a locked 4oor to ~he left. There '· s a 
There•s fcup or five d~~ferent family un t~, 

bouse .. . AA' ~hat.. ,$ 

. ant u~ co t\e lp 



L0/7 /l996mJ.nutes 

~he sti4ndard of the house up and somebody decent can renL to a 
)erson with on:e frunil¥ and a coupl-e of kids, three kids , I don't 
:are. hor..w m·any k.iq~ · ~h~y· have .. ln .one :fami!y , .~n one house .. 

I < 

• I ' 

~ ''.'• • ' • '• • ' .(1 ' ' '' "' 

li~.tN~ td1.t'e~ bedrooms, you ha,ve f :t.Ve·, kJ.es... r don~ t cal;:'e'. ·· 

916 

. h.d! just one f amil,y ;};Hi·r house . 1'oere • s no tJIIO family houses tnat I 
:nol .. 1, · you know, ~hat: 1 $ supposed to be supporting two or three 
·emily house. And we don • t have two or three f ami1y housing in 
.his town . Am I co;rreet?" 

Sueervisor Stark: "We have some.n 
'I ; - ~ _ %1( ! 

.. Yeah; but not very often. They are few and far 

leqal two 

"About 500 ilJ.cgal~n 

if .my 
~mere ·•.s a 

Ji.m Flood: .. I mean , it ' s just unacceptable to listen to land
ords after they have let the housee run aowrt and unpainted, unclean , 
at l~oking houses and then expect us to help them cc·llect the rent 
nd J:t drives me nuts. 41 

''And chen gloat - wh·en they beat us in 

to 
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don• t , oe'lJeve ttlat ~otnet 'Pheresa·· ·was just $pe~k1ng before I was 
1ere, ycu know • . There • s a btJck . to : be roade . B\Jt if you . run your 
l0U$€S aown tO tO(! point , Where it jU.St~- it f S . beyond- - there I S 00 

no~e pqtnt of . retv.rn, thef'l i ~ ' s ~ither t.ir:J\e to 1~~~~ or f 1X·-·· the 
lOO~tng u~ so tha~ you can get a half way decent tenant in the~e 
hat has th~ ap1lity to pay,. And ~hat • s what. a business is· ali 

)bout .. 

The person this afternoon talked about a person who-- he said. 
10u knQw, the average· Joe , fiefs just a businessmatt. · well ~ th.ts 1s 
t business . I'm an average Joe .. I can't afford to nave two or three 
--~niai hauGe~ . l'idwever , I want to prot-ect · my school district , I 
1aut to protect my 8~0t;?er~y v~lpes •. . An.d ~he s~h~lQl d..Ls~r~ct is· a 
ll.g .-·part · of It~ If you ···can • t sell' the scheol district when you are 

.. _. t:t)~ng to $ell YO.Vi'R hQuse, then. you ,- a~e i.n bad shape • . ~O'U ·know . 
u1d that ' s why housing hasn ' t really-- the property values of houses 

.,,(, n R:i!\~~ch~ad have;· oont# t.,o a. point. whe:x;a they t ve stagncf'ted ·over the 
ast fe~ years . And 1 think that if w(1 can get some cf these land
Ql:Qs t ·G) f:hx up the..i.i house$ an·'Ct go tot: be·tter tenants cr 9et out 
,f the business, and sell. to a youn9 couple wpp is will~ng t.o 1:>uy 
ha.t:: bouse and· fix it u.p. ·You know , tney've written these houses 
town to the po1nt where ther.e ' s"':- t\ley •ve 5:.tritt.en th~ro down to 
~dtJ1ing llO·W. So rnayoe it ' S t.ime to bail, you kn0\\1 1 and that•s all 

have to sav • " .. ., . , . ... ' 

~li~e?i'{~·~·O! , S_,t._~rk'~;1, '· '*~ha.nk you, , Jim.. .a:s ~he~ Clf\ybody · ~lse Who 
ould iike tc make some comment2 tf net, I will remind you that 
h~ h&:a:t":in\f wi~l ~erlai.n· epen. to ,c-lose ,e'f busines~'· Frtdayl O<;:tcbe.r , 
8t:n., normal cloo;)e of business which weald be 4 ; 30 for written 
onu~leit-fu. . l · bl:ra_nk · y~ou fot , cotn.it\~ tonigl'lt .. , ~fee·' to s~e you. out tlere 
n a ""tormy ni~ht , .Mitch , Ruchie , Ruth.*e ' s gqt. a cold, 6Q have a 
re~t ·eve ll '9 ' 'an(l orive t)ome. safely ·. tt 

T.iJ;t\e noted : .. 7; 41 p ~m • 
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