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fliNUTES OF A nEETING oF THE TowN BoARD oF THE TowN oF RIVERHEAD 
HELD AT THE RoANOKE AvENUE ScHOOLJ RoANOKE AvENUEJ RIVERHEADJ 
SuFFOLK CouNTYJ NEw YoRKJ RELATIVE To A 11PUBLIC HEARING '' BEFORE 
SAID TOWN BOARD IN THE NATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF A PROPOSED 11ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF RIVERHEAD NEW YORK 11 HELD ON APRIL 7 1959 
AT 7:30 P.N. J J J 

PRESENT: WILLIAN J. LEONARDJ SUPERVISOR 

OTIS G. PIKE 
BRUNO F. ZALOGAJ JusTICES OF THE PEACE 

JoHN H. BENEDICT 
ELnER A. STOTZKYJ CouNCILNEN 

ALso PRESENT: JACOB HARDINGJ TowN ATTORNEYJ ALDEN W. YouNGJ 
CoNSULTANT TO THE ZoNING ConniSSION AND nEnBERS oF THE RIVERHEAD 
TowN ZoNING ConniSSION . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD~ OPENING RENARKS FOLLOW : 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

LADIES AND GENTLENENJ ON BEHALF OF THE TowN BOARDJ THE NENBERS 
AND NYSELFJ I WISH TO WELCONE YOU AND SAY THAT I APPRECIATE YOUR 
ATTENDANCE HERE THIS EVENING. THE PURPOSE OF THE flEETING HERE 
THIS EVENING IS TO LISTEN TO YOUR OPINIONS~ YOUR SUGGESTIONS~ YOUR 
CRITICISNS AND WHAT HAVE YOU IN REGARD TO THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
FOR ZONING IN THE TowN OF RIVERHEAD. 

IT WAS IN 1957~ WHEN THE TowN BoARD APPOINTED A ZoNING ConniSSION 
AND THE PURPOSE OF THAT CONNISSION WAS TO PREPARE A ZoNING ORDINANCE 
FOR THE TOWN OF RIVERHEAD. I NIGHT STATE AT THIS TINEJ THAT AT THAT 
TINE EVERY TOWNSHIP IN THE CoUNTY OF SUFFOLKJ WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 
RIVERHEAD HAD ALREADY ADOPTED ZONINGJ OR WERE CONTENPLATING DOING 
SO . THE ConniSSIONJ IN NY OPINION HAS DONE A WONDERFUL PIECE OF 
WORK . IJ AT THIS TINE WISH TO THANK THE ELEVEN NENBERSJ AND CHAIR
NAN FOR THE WORK THEY HAVE CONPLETED AND PASSED ON TO THE TOWN 
BOARD . 

THIS IS WHAT WE ARE HERE FORJ TO LISTEN TO YOU THIS EVENING. As 
YOU PROBABLY NOTICED WHEN YOU WALKED IN WE ASKED THOSE WHO WISHED 
TO BE HEARD TO KINDLY REGISTER. SanE HAVEJ AND SONE HAVE NOT. WE 
DECIDED AS PUBLISHED IN THE PAPERS TO ALLOCATE FIVE NINUTES OF TINE 
TO EACH OF THE SPEAKERS. THE REASON FOR THIS IS THISJ IF YOU TAKE 
FORTY PEOPLE AND GIVE THEN EACH FIVE NINUTESJ SPEAKING TINE WILL 
TAKE THREE AND A HALF HOURS OF TINEJ SO WE NUST LINIT THE TINE IN 
ORDER TO HEAR ALL INTERESTED PEOPLE. HoWEVER~ IF THERE IS SONEONE 
WHO WISHES TO BE HEARD THE SECOND TINE AFTER THE FIRST SPEAKERS 
WHO WISH TO SPEAK HAVE BEEN HEARDJ ALL WILL BE GIVEN ANOTHER 
OPPORTUNITY . WE INTEND TO KEEP THIS HEARING OPEN UNTIL EVERYONE 

WISHING TO BE HEARD IS HEARD. 

I I 



45 

THERE ARE SEVERAL REASONS WHY WE DECIDED WE WOULD PUT THIS 
ZoNING OR DI NANCE TO THE PEOPLE OF RIVERHEAD . I HIGHT SAY, AT THIS 
TINE THA T NO T THAT WE ARE AGA I NST INDUSTRY BY ANY MEANS OR ANY 
SENSE OF THE WORD, WE WELCOME IT, BUT BY THE SANE TOKEN I HIGHT SAY, 
WE WOULD LIKE TO SHOOSE THE INDUSTRY AND PLACE IT IN A CERTAIN 
LOCATION WHERE IT WOULD NOT BECOME AN OFFENSIVE BURDEN OR NUSANCE 
TO THE OTHER FOLKS IN THE TOWNSHIP . THERE ARE HANY REASONS OF 
COURSE AND SOME WILL NOT AGREE, BUT I SAY IN ALL SINCEREITY THAT 
THE HEHBERS OF THE TOWN BOARD, AND MYSELF IN PARTICULAR, IN THE 
PAST SEVERAL MONTHS, HAVE RECEIVED A GREAT DEAL OF CRITICISM OF 
THE SLUM AREAS LOCATED AT THE PRESENT TINE IN THE ToWN OF RIVERHEAD, 
AND I ALSO , NIGHT STATE AT THE PRESENT TINE WE DO NOT HAVE ANY LAWS 
THAT WI L L GOVERN OR GIVE US THE POWER TO TAKE ACTION . I THINK 
ZONING WI LL HELP, AND ALSO PREVENT THE EXPANSION OF THOSE SLUMS 
ALREADY I N EXISTANCE . ANOTHER REASON, THE FEDERAL HOUSING AUTHOR
ITIES AND THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION ARE RELUCTANT TO LOAN HONEY 
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF HONES WHERE THE TOWNSHIPS ARE NOT ZONED, 
AND THIS HAS PROVEN A BURDEN AND INCONVENIENCE FOR SOME INDIVID
UALS IN OUR OWN TOWNSHIP. 

I REALIZE THERE ARE MANY PEOPLE TO BE HEARD THIS EVENING, AND 
I KNOW FROM THE ATTENDANCE THAT THERE WILL BE QUITE A FEW ASKING 
TO BE HEARD, AND I WILL BE VERY BRIEF IN NY REMARKS FROM NOW ON. 
I WILL SAY, THAT YOU WILL BE ALLOWED FIVE MINUTES TINE. WE HAVE 
TWO TINE-KEEPERS, AND WHEN FOUR AND A HALF NINUTES HAVE ELAPSED 
THEY WI LL STAND AND YOU WILL REALIZE YOU HAVE THIRTY SECONDS MORE 
TO GO . AT THE END OF FIVE MINUTES TINE, THEY WILL NOTION TO HE 
AND I WILL RAP THE GAVEL AND THE NEXT SPEAKER WILL BE HEARD . I 
HAVE ALSO, BEEN ASKED BY THE PRINCIPAL OF THE ScHOOL, THAT THERE 
SHOULD BE NO SMOKING IN THE AUDITORIUM. IF YOU WISH TO SNOKE, 
KINDLY STEP IN THE HALLWAY AND YOU WILL FIND RECEPTACLES FOR YOUR 

CIGARETTE BUTTS . 
THERE IS ALSO THE QUESTION OF A REFERENDUM VOTE TO BE RAISED 

THIS EVENING . I WUULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO READ AN 

OPINION GIVEN DOWN TO US: 
11LAWS WHICH GOVERN OUR TOWNS ARE CREATED IN ALBANY, IN 
THE STATE LEGISLATURE . EACH TINE A LAW OR STATUTE IS 
PASSED, IT GOES THROUGH THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS . IT 
PASSES THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, AND IF SIGNED BY THE 
GoVERNOR, IT BECOMES A LAW . THE FORNER SECTION WAS 
BROUGHT INTO BEING IN THIS FASHION IN 1909 . IN 1959, 
SECT I ON 260 WAS REPLACED BY THE SANE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS . 
THE BILL WAS INTRODUCED INTO THE SENATE BY THE THEN 
SENATOR STAGG . No CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT WAS NECESS
ARY FO R THE REPEAL UNDER OUR FORM OF GOVERNMENT, THUS 
WE HAD IT REPEALED . As IT NOW STANDS, A ToWN BoARD, 
HAY NOT SUBMIT A PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE TO THE 
PEOPLE BY REFERENDUM . IN THE OPINION OF THE STATE 
CONPTROLLER, REFERENDUMS ARE NOT GOOD PRACTICE, IN 
FACT THEY ARE WHOLLY UNATHORIZED BY LAW . UNLESS, A 
REFERENDUM IS ~ECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED, THE GOVERNING 
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BODY OF A HUNICIPALITY IS REQUIRED TO EXERCISE ITS OWN 
JUDGEHENT IN THE ENACTNENT OF LEGISLATION AND SHOULD 
NOT ATTENPT TO EXCAPE THIS DUTY BY CONDUCTING A REFER
ENDUH. 

11 

46 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD THEREUPON DECLARED THE 11PUBLIC HEARING 11 OPEN 
TO ANYONE WISHING TO BE HEARD FOR OR AGAINST THE PROPOSED ZONING 
ORDINANCE . 

SuPERVISOR LEONARD THEN CALLED UPON THE TowN CLERK. THE TowN 
CLERK READ THE "NoTICE OF HEARING ON THE PROPOSED ZoNING 0RDINANCE 11 

AND PRESENTED TO THE TOWN BOARD A PROOF OF PUBLICATION OF SAID 
NOTICE IN THE NEWS-REVIEW, THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE ToWN, IN 
THE ISSUE OF ftARCH 26, 1959. THIS PROOF OF PUBLICATION WAS ORDERED 
FILED. 

THE TOWN CLERK THEN PRESENTED TO THE BOARD AN AFFADAVIT, DULY 
S WORN TO, THAT HE CAUSED TO BE NAILED BY RECEIPTED REGISTERED NAIL, 
A COPY OF THE "NoTICE OF HEARING ON THE PROPOSED ZoNING 0RDINANCE 11 

FOR THE ToWN OF RIVERHEAD, TO THE FOLLOWING ToWNS, CoUNTY AND STATE 
DEPARTNENTS: 

1. TowN CLERK, TowN OF SouTHOLD, SouTHOLD, N.Y. 
2. TowN CLERK, TowN OF SouTHAHPTON, SouTHANPTON, N.Y. 
3. TowN CLERK, TowN OF BROOKHAVEN, PATCHOGUE, N.Y. 
4. CLERK, BoARD oF SuPERVISORS, SuFFOLK CouNTY CENTER, 

RIVERHEAD, NEW YORK. 
5. LoNG IsLAND STATE PARK CoNNISSION, ADNINISTRATIVE 

HEADQUARTERS, BABYLON, N.Y. 
SAID AFFADAVIT AND REGISTERED NAILING RECEIPTS WERE ORDERED PLACED 

ON FILE. 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD THEN CALLED UPON THE TOWN CLERK TO READ ALL 
CONHUNICATIONS RECEIVED RELATIVE TO THIS HEARING. 

LETTERS DATED APRIL 6, 1959 FRON HAROLD 0. PETERSON, RIVERHEAD, 

WAS READ AS FOLLOWS: 
"SINCE I WILL BE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE SCHEDULED TO BE HELD 
AT THE RoANOKE AvENUE ScHOOL IN RIVERHEAD AT 7:30 P.N. 
ON APRIL 7 1959, I WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD , II 

HAVE THE ATTACHED LETTER READ AT SAID PUBLIC HEARING. 

"I HAVE NOTED THAT THE PROPOSED ZoNING ORDINANCE FOR 
THE TowN oF RIVERHEAD, SuFFOLK CouNTY, NEw YoRK, PRO
POSES TO DESIGNATE NY PROPERTY AT CaRWELL AVENUE AND 
PECONIC RIVHJR IN THE VILLAGE OF RIVERHEAD, AS "RESID
ENCE 2 11 AND THAT THIS WOULD PRECLUDE THE USE OF THIS 
PROPERTY FOR RENDERING SERVICES RELATING TO BOATING. 
I WOULD THEREFORE PREFER TO HAVE THIS PROPERTY DESIGNA
TED AS " BUSINESS 1 11 ON THE ftAP WHICH IS A PART OF THE 
PROPOSED ZoNING ORDINANCE . THE SUBJECT PROPERTY IS 
BOUNDED ON THE NORTH BY ftADISON STREET, ON THE EAST BY 

THE PROPERTY OF ALVIN SCHOTT, ON THE SOUTH BY THE 
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PECONIC RIVER, AND oN THE WEST BY CaRWELL AvENUE." 
flATTER TAKEN UNDER ADVISENENT. LETTERS ORDERED FILED. 

END. 

A LETTER DATED ffARCH 15, 1959 FRON EvA TERRY, RIVERHEAD, WAS READ 
AS FOLLOWS: 

"ALL RIVERHEADERS ARE PLEASED AND PROUD WHEN A NEW 
BUILDING LIKE THE SuFFOLK COUNTY NATIONAL BANK IS 
OPENED FOR THE SERVICE OF THE CONNUNITY. IT NEETS 
THE NEEDS OF THE SPACE AGE TODAY-NOT THOSE OF 1890, 
WHEN THE BANK STARTED. 
BY THE SANE TOKEN WE ARE CHAGRINNED AND ASHANED WHEN 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF OUR SL UNS APPEAR IN THE SUNDAY "HERALD 
TRIBUNE 11

• WE DON 1 T LIKE THAT SORT OF PUBLICITY. BuT 
HOW CAN WE AVOID IT, WHEN RIVERHEAD IS THE ONLY TOWN , 1 
IN SUFFOLK CoUNTY WHERE THERE IS NO ZONING LAW TO 
PREVENT OR ALLEVIATE SUCH CONDITIONS IN THE FUTURE? 
AREN 1T SONE OF US LIKE JOHNNY 1S FATHER, WHO SAID 
PROUDLY, "EVERYBODY IN THE PARADE IS OUT OF STEP 
BUT JOHNNY

11
? 

So I SHOULD LIKE RESPECTFULLY TO URGE THE NENBERS 
OF THE RIVERHEAD TowN BoARD TO SPEAK FOR THAT WHICH 
IN OUR BONES WE KNOW TO BE RIGHT FOR RIVERHEAD TOO. 
THEN WE SHALL NOT BE OUT-OF-STEP JOHNNIES. 

11 
END . 

LETTER ORDERED FILED. 

A LETTER DATED APRIL 6, 1959 FRON THE RIVERHEAD LEAGUE OF WonEN 

Vo TERS WAS READ AS FOLLOWS: 
"THE RIVERHEAD LEAGUE OF WonEN VoTERS AT ITS ANNUAL 

HEETING IN APRIL OF 1958 ADOPTED A PROGRAN OF STUDY OF 
ZoNING FOR THE TOWN OF RIVERHEAD. THIS ACTION WAS 
BASED ON THE AUTHORITY OF ONE OF THE PRINCIPLES OF 
GOVERNNENT SUPPORTED BY THE LEAGUE OF WonEN VoTERS 
OF THE UNITED STATES, THE RESPONSIBILITY OF GOVERNNENT 
TO SHARE IN THE SOLUTION OF SOCIAL AND ECONONIC PRO
BLENS WHEN AFFECT THE GENERAL WELFARE . 
DURING THE PAST YEAR THE LEAGUE HAS STUDIED THE PUR
POSES OF ZONING, HAS WATCHED IT WORKING IN OTHER CON
NUNITIES, HAS CONPARED ZONING ORDINANCES OF OTHER TOWNS 
AND HAS ANALYZED THE ToWN OF RIVERHEAD WITH A VIEW OF 
POSSIBLE BENEFITS TO THE ToWN THROUGH ZoNING. 
IT IS THE CONSENSUS OF THE RIVERHEAD LEAGUE OF WonEN 
VOTERS THAT OUR LEGISLATIVE BODY, THE ToWN BOARD, 
ENPOWERED TO REGULATE AND RESTRICT THROUGH ZONING HEIGHT 
AND BULK OF BUILDINGS, AREA OF YARDS AND OPEN SPACES, 
DENSITY OF POPULATION AND USE OF BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES 
AND LAND, ACT FAVORABLY IN THE ADOPTION OF THE ZoNING 
ORDINANCE AS PRESENTED BY THE ZoNING CONNISSION TO 

II E 
PROTECT THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY AND GENERAL WELFARE. ND. 

LETTER ORDERED FILED. 

I , 
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A RESOLUTION DATED flARCH 20, 1959 FRON THE RIVERHEAD WoNEN 1 S 
CLUB WAS READ AS FOLLOWS: 

"WHEREAS: THE ZoNING LAw PROPOSED BY THE ZoNING 
CONNISSION NUST BE ENACTED BY THE ToWN BOARD WITH
OUT REFERENDUN, AND THE TOWN BOARD AND THE ZoNING 
ConNISSION HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO NUCH CRITICISN 
AND ABUSE, 
IT IS RESOLVED: THAT THE RIVERHEAD WoNEN 1 s CLUB 
AFFIRNS ITS BELIEF IN THE ABILITY AND INTEGRITY 
OF THE HEN AND WONEN OF THE ZoNING CoNNISSION AND 
ON THE ToWN BOARD, AND HEREBY ENDORSES THE Z o NING 
LAW AS PRESENTED BY THE ZoNING ConNISSION." 

RESOLUTION ORDERED FILED. 
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END. 

A LETTER DATED APRIL 6, 1959 FRON ROLLIN HARGIS, RIVERHEA D, WAS 

READ AS FOLLOWS: 
11IN REVIEWING THE NAP OF THE PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE 

FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF RIVERHEAD. I NOTE THAT THE AREA 
JUST WEST oF RoANOKE AvENUE oN RouTE 58 TO OsBORNE 
AVENUE HAS BEEN ZONED FARNING. 
SINCE HARRISON AVENUE AND WooDCREST ARE RATHER 
HEAVILY POPULATED IT WOULD SEEN THAT THE HEALTH, 
WELFARE AND NORALS OF THESE PEOPLE WOULD BE FAR 
BETTER PROTECTED IF YOU ZONED THE FRONTAGE ON 
RouTE 58 FOR 200 FT. BACK AS BUSINESS 2 AND NORTH 
AND souTH oF THE RouTE 58 FRONTAGE AS RESIDEN CE 2." 

flATTER TAKEN UNDER ADVISENENT. LETTER ORDERED FILED. 

END. 

A LETTER DATED APRIL 6 , 1959, A PETITION AND ZONING REPLY CARDS 
FRon THE NoRTHVILLE BEACH Civic AssociATION WAS PRESENTED. THE 

LETTER WAS READ AS FOLLOWS: 
"THE NoRTHVILLE BEACH CIVIC AssociATION THROUGH 

ITS ZoNING CoNNITTEE HAVE TAKEN AN ACTIVE PART 
IN THE CANPAIGN TO ENLIGHTEN THE PEOPLE OF 
RIVERHEAD TowN UPON THE QUESTION oF ZoNING. THEY 
HAVE CIRCULATED A PETITION ANONG THE CITIZENS AND 
RESIDENTS OF THE ToWN, CANVASSED THEIR OWN NENBERS 
UPON THE QUESTION AND ALSO WILL BROADCAST UPON THE 
LOCAL RADIO STATION ON THIS ALL INPORTANT SUBJECT. 
OUR ASSOCIATION SUPPORTS THE EFFORTS TO OBTAIN 

ZoNING FOR RIVERHEAD. 
THE PETITION CONTAINING SIGNATURES OF RIVERHEAD 
CITIZENS AND THE CARDS FRON OUR OWN NENBERSHIP 

ARE ENCLOSED HEREWITH. 
WE URGE YOU TO TAKE AFFIRNATIVE ACTION UPON THE , 
ZoNING ORDINANCE AT YOUR EARLY CONVENIENCE. 

LETTER, PETITION AND REPLY CARDS ORDERED FILED. 

E ND. 

A PETITION SICINED BY i!;Ic.;HT PERSONS FAVORING ZONING WAS PRESENTED 

AND ORDERED PLACED ON FILE. 

I I 
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A PETITION SIGNED BY FORTY-NINE PERSONS FAVORING ZONING WAS PRE
SEN TED TO THE BOARD AND ORDERED PLACED ON FILE. 

A LETTER DATED APRIL 7~ 1959 FROH DR. WILLIAN WILEY~ RIVERHEAD~ 
WAS READ AS FOLLOWS: 

11
WHEN THE HATTER 
J URGE UPON YOU 

OF ZONING CONES BEFORE YOU FOR ACTION flAY 2 
THAT YOU ACT IN FAVOR OF A ZONING ORDINANCE 

FOR THE COHHUNITY. I BELIEVE THAT IN DOING SO~ YOU WILL 

~ 

BE DOING A SERVICE FOR US ALL. 11 E ND . 
LE TTER ORDERED FILED. 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD THEN CALLED UPON THOSE WISHING TO BE HEARD. 
GoHHENTS FOLLow: 

J1R . PAUL BROWN: 

GENTLEHEN~ WE CONCEDE THAT YOU HAVE THE POWER AND AUTHORITY AT 
THE PRESENT TINE TO ACCEPT OR REJECT THE ZONING AS A RESULT OF THE 
HEAR ING HERE TONIGHT~ BUT THE POINT WE WANT TO RAISE AS YOU READ 
THAT LAW WAS THIS. WHAT WAS THERE TO PREVENT THE TAKING OF A PRIH
ARY POLL SUCH AS WAS CONDUCTED AUGUST 23~ 1950 EVEN THOUGH THE 
RESULTS OF THAT POLL WAS REJECTED BY A VOTE OF 1376 AGAINST AND 347 
IN FAVOR . DEFEATED THREE TO ONE. EVEN AT THAT TINE THE T OWN BOARD 
HAD THE POWER TO EITHER REJECT OR ACCEPT THE PROVISI ONS OF ZONING~ 

BUT FOLLOWING THE POLL THAT WAS TAKEN THEY WISELY WENT ALONG WITH 
THE HAJORITY OF THE TAXPAYERS AT THAT TINE AND DROPPED ZONING . Now~ 
J WA NT TO KNOW WHETHER THEY ACTED ILLEGALLY OR NOT. AT THAT TINE IT 
WAS JUST SIHPLY AN ADVISORY POLL~ IT WAS NOT BINDING UPON THEN. DID 
THEY ~ OR DID THEY NOT ACT ILLEGALLY AT THAT TINE ? 

TONIGHT WE HEET ON CONNON GROUND. I~ AND NY ASSOCIATES WILL SUN 
UP OUR SIDE OF THE ISSUE WITH THE SANE COURAGE AND DIGNITY THAT WE 
HAVE PRESENTED THEN IN THE PAST. WE HOPE~ AND EXPECT THAT YOU WILL 
ACCO RD US THE SANE AHOUNT OF TINE THAT THE ZoNING B OARD HAS HAD TO 
PRESENT THEIR VIEWS. BECAUSE OF THE INVOLVED NATURE OF ZONING TO 
HAVE CONFRONTED THE ToWN OF RIVERHEAD~ I AND HY ASSOCIATES WITH 
SEVERAL HUNDRED PETITIONS WILL REPRESENT A CROSS SECTION OF FARHERS 
AND VOTERS OF THE TOWNSHIP~ AND USING THESE AS A FAIR PERCENTAGE WE 
ES TIHATE THE COHBINED STRENGTH WOULD REPRESENT AND COHPRISE OVER 
51 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL TAXES COLLECTED IN THE TOWN OF RIVERHEAD. 

WE HAVE AT OUR EXPENSE OUT OF OUR OWN POCKETS PREPARED A PETITION 
FOR THEN TO SIGN OF THEIR OWN FREE WILL EITHER YES OR NO ON ANY OF 
THESE THREE BASIC QUESTIONS: (1) WHETHER OR NOT THEY ARE IN FAVOR 
OF ZoNING. (2) THE RIGHTS OF THE TAXPAYERS TO VOTE ON ZoNING OR 
ANY OTHER ISSUE TO BE PRESENTED BY THE TOWN BOARD OR ANY OTHER ISSUE 
TO BE PRESENTED BY THE ToWN BoARD. (3) THE TAX PROBLEH AS IT EFFE~S 
THE FARHERS~ DUCK GROWERS AND OTHER LARGE TAXPAYERS. THE RESULTS 
OF THIS POLL WILL BE READ TO YOU BY ANOTHER SPEAKER TO FOLLOW, 

WE HAVE IN RIVERHEAD ToWN TODAY~ ABOUT 13~554RESIDENTS ACCORDING 
To THE LoNG IsLAND LIGHTING CoHPANY ESTIHATE oF JANUARY 1~ 1958 . 
WE FIRHLY BELIEVE THAT 90 PERCENT OF THESE RESIDENTS HUST DESIRE TO 

I I 
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PRESERVE AND PROTECT THE HONES, FARNS, BUSINESS STRUCTURES THAT HAVE 
ALREADY CONPLIED WITH REGULATIONS. Is IT FAIROR JUST TO FORCE 90 
PERCENT OF THE TAXPAYERS TO SPEND NORE OF THEIR TAX ffONEY AND ALSO 
BE SUBJECTED TO CONSIDERABLE LOSS OF COSTLY TiffE AND DELAY, BECAUSE 
OF SONE ADJUSTffENT V THE LIVING CONDITION OF THE OTHER 10 PERCENT OF 
OUR POPULATION WHICH COffPRISES ffOSTLY TEffPORARY RESIDENTS IN OUR 
ToWN. IN OUR POORER AREAS COSTLY LEGAL FEES WILL HAVE TO BE PAID 
FOR THE TOWN TO EVEN DISENTANGLE THE INTANGLEffENTS PLUS THE EXPENSE 
OF ADffiNISTRATION AND THE LEGAL EXPENSES NECESSARY TO DEFEND THE 
ToWN IN THE NUNEROUS ZONING DISPUTES THAT WILL FOLLOW THE ENACTffENT 
OF THIS AcT, AS HAS BEEN THE CASE NOT ONLY IN SOUTHOLD, SoUTHAffPTON, 
EASTHANPTON, BUT EVERY OTHER TOWN WHERE ZONING EXISTS, AND WHERE 
THERE IS NO GUARANTEE TO ZONING. IF THE ZONING LAW IS PASSED FOR 
THE FIRST TINE IN THE HISTORY OF THE TOWN, THE TOWN BoARD, OR 
Z ONING BOARD WILL ACTUALLY BECOffE CO-NANAGER OF THE TAXPAYERS PRO
PERTY AND THE ONLY REffAINING RIGHTS THAT WILL NOT BE TAKEN AWAY WILL 
BE HIS RIGHT TO PAY THE BILL. THIS SiffPLE SET OF ORDINANCE AS YOU 
CLAiff THEN TO BE, WILL BE QUICKLY CHANGED AND ENLARGED IN A LEGAL 
ffANNER DUE TO THE FLEXIBLE STRUCTURE OF THE AcT, AS PUT TOGETHER. 
LET NE QUOTE FROff A WESTERN PAPER DATED FEBRUARY 5, 1959 AN ARTICLE 
PER TAINING TO PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE TO THE ToWN OF HUNTINGTON. 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

YOUR FIVE ffiNUTES ARE UP ftR. BROWN. You WILL BE ABLE TO CONTINUE 
AFTER THE OTHERS HAVE BEEN HEARD ftR. BROWN . 

JACOB HARDING, TOWN ATTORNEY: 

THERE WAS A QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE REFERENDUff VOTE WAS 
ILLEGAL . THE LAWS ARE NADE BY THE DECISIONS OF THE COffTROLLERS 
OFFICE, AND ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE JUST THE SAffE AS THEY ARE 
ffADE BY THE STATUTE SINCE 1939 WHEN THE LAW WENT INTO EFFECT ELiff
INATING THE REFERENDUN. THESE DECISIONS HAVE CONE DOWN FRON THE 
GoffPTROLLERS OFFICE AND ATTORNEY GENERAL OFFICE IN NO UNCERTAIN 
LANGUAG E TELLING US WE COULD NOT HAVE A REFERENDUN. I WOULD NOT 
GO SO FAR AS TO SAY, THE PREVIOUS ONE IS ILLEGAL, BUT I WILL SAY 
THE LAW HAS BECOffE VERY VERY CLEAR IN THE LATTER YEARS. 

DR. JOHN RUPPE: 

REGARDING THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF ZONING, I THINK IT COULD BE 
SUNffED UP VERY BRIEFLY TO ffY ffiND. IT SiffPLY IS A NEANS TO PREVENT 
ONE NEIGHBOR FROff DOING SOffETHING HARNFUL TO HIS FELLOW NEIGHBOR. 
JU ST AS A PHYSICIAN REALIZED THAT A NEEDLE, OR OPERATION WILL HURT 
HE STILL DOES WHAT IS NECESSARY FOR THE HEALTH OF THE PATIENT. HE 
DOES NOT CALL IN ALL THE PATIENTS FRIENDS AND RELATIVES TO DIAGNOSE 
THE ILLNESS AND PRESCRIBE THE TREATffENT. I WOULD NEVER DENY ANYONE 
HIS THOUGHT ON THE SUBJECT, BUT IT REALLY DOES NOT NATTER WHETHER 
51 PERCENT OF THE PEOPLE ARE FOR IT OR THE OTHER WAY AROUND. 

I I 
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]T DOES NATTER WHAT IS BEST FOR OUR TOWN. THE GOOD HEALTH IS UP TO 
You GENTLENEN ON THE ToWN BoARD. IT CAN EITHER DEVELOP ITS RESOURSES 

~ 

OR IT CAN BE THE TRAP AT THE BOTTON OF THE SINK AND CATCH ALL THE 
GARBAGE OF THE COUNTY. A YES FOR ZoNING~ NUST BE IN YOUR CONSCIENCE~ 
PLEASE HAVE THE COURAGE TO ACT IN GOOD FAITH. 

J1R. ROBERT STIVERS: 

J1R. CHARINAN~ J1ENBERS OF THE ToWN BOARD~ I WOULD LIKE TO REFER 
BRIEFLY TO THIS NATTER OF A SUGGESTIVE REFERENDUN. SanE NONTHS AGO~ 
YOU GENTLENEN NADE IT KNOWN PUBLICALY THAT AS A TOWN BoARD~ YOU 
DEFINITELY WANTED TO GET THE OPINION OF THE TOWNSPEOPLE ON THIS 
Z ONING NATTER. WE WERE DELIGHTED. OUR TOWN BOARD WAS INDEED SENSI
TIVE TO THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE. J1ffi T CERTAINLY THEY WANTED THE PEO
PLE WHO WERE TO PAY FOR THE ZONING THING TO DECIDE FOR THENSELVES. 
THIS DENOCRATIC AND TRULY AnERICAN GESTURE APPARENTLY DID NOT NEET 
WITH THE APPROVAL OF CERTAIN ONES IN OUR NIDST. THE ToWN BoARD WAS 
INFORNED THAT THERE WAS NO LAW OR LEGAL PRECEDENT UNDER WHICH OUR 
TO WN BOARD CAN ASK US OUR OPINION ON THIS NATTER. IT NAKES NE FEEL 
SONETHING LIKE IF I WENT TO NY DENTIST AND HE SAID TO NE~ I WISH I 
CO ULD ASK YOU WHICH TOOTH YOU WANT NE TO PULL~ BUT THERE IS NO LAW 
TO THAT~ AND SO I WILL HAVE TO USE NY DISCRETION. TRULY~ THERE IS 
NO LAW NECESSARY FOR YOU TO DO THAT WHICH IS GOOD AND PROPER. THERE 
IS NO LAW NECESSARY TO HELP AN ELDERLY LADY ACROSS THE STREET~ OR 
EVEN TO KISS YOUR WIFE GOOD NORNING . THESE ARE PROPER AND RIGHT 
THINGS~ AND BELIEVE NE THERE IS NO LAW NECESSARY FOR YOU GENTLENEN 
WHO WE HAVE ELECTED TO PUBLIC OFFICE TO CONE TO US AND YOU NAY ASK 
US ANYTHING YOU PLEASE. I ASSURE YOU~ IT IS CONPLETELY LEGAL AND 
PR OPER TO DO SO. 

I WOULD LIKE TO NENTION ONE OTHER THING IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
ZO NING ORDINANCE. IT IS IN THE RESTRICTIONS WHICH IN THE FARNING 
AREA~ NUNBER 31A. THIS PARTICULAR ITEN WAS LEFT OUT UNTIL THE VERY 
LAST NINUTE OR VERY LAST PRINTING. DURING THE THREE HEARINGS WHICH 
WE HAD IN THE ToWN OF RIVERHEAD~ THIS ITEN WAS LEFT OUT. I WONDER 
IF IT WAS DONE PURPOSELY~ BECAUSE IT IS A VICIOUS THING~ REGARDING 
THE THINGS WHICH FARNERS NAY NOT DO. IT SAYS~ 11

THE SALE OR RETAIL 
" s PRODUCTS RAISED OR GROWN ON THE PRENISES. AND~ IT NEANS JUST THI ~ 

THAT A FARNER WHO HAS A FARNSTAND NAY NOT BUY OR PURCHASE FRON A 
FELLOW FARNER NERCHANDISE WHICH HE DOES NOT RAISE HINSELF~ AND PUT 
IT OUT FOR SALE AS A WELL ROUNDED FARN STAND. I THINK THIS IS A 
VICIOUS THING AND WILL BE REFERRED TO LATER ON BY OTHER FARNERS. 

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY~ THAT IN THE RESTRICTIONS THAT GOVERN ALL OF 
THE ToWNSHIP OF RIVERHEAD~ THE RESTRICTED BUSINESS WHICH CAN NEVER 
CONE TO THE TOWNSHIP OF RIVERHEAD~ ANONG THEN BEING~ CHENICAL INDUS
TRIES AND PLASTICS. IN NODERN BUSINESS TODAY~ THERE ARE TWO OR 
THREE HUNDRED BUSINESS WHICH COULD PROPERLY CONE TO RIVERHEAD~ WHICH 
YOU GENTLENEN IF YOU VOTE THIS THING THROUGH AS IT IS~ WILL WRITE 
OFF WITH THE STROKE OF A PEN. I ASSURE YOU THERE ARE NANY WHICH ARE 
GOOD AND PROPER AND CONDUCTED IN A NODERN NANNER. You WOULD NEVER 
KNOW WHAT WAS BEING CONDUCTED INSIDE THE WALLS OF SUCH A BUSINESS 

PLACE . 

I I 
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(HR. RoBERT STIVERs):- 52 

INCIDENTLY~ I SHOULD LIKE TO ASK IF YOU THINK IT IS FAIR THAT A 
FARNER SHOULD NEVER BE PERNITTED TO HAVE AN AIR-STRIP OR TO NAINTAIN 
LIGHT PLANES ON HIS PROPERTY. THE FACT THAT IT'S LEFT OUT OF THE 
FARN USAGE NEANS IT COULD NOT BE USED. I ASK YOU AGAIN IS IT RIGHT 
THAT A FARNER OR FARNERS WIFE COULD NOT OPERATE SUCH A BUSINESS AS 
AN ANTIQUE SHOP FRON THE BUILDING ON THEIR PROPERTY. IT IS LEFT 
OUT ~ AND THEREFORE~ IT IS NOT PERNITTED TO BE USED. THERE ARE NANY 
THINGS ABOUT THE ZONING ORDINANCE WHICH I CHALLENGE THE FOLKS WH O 
HAVE PUT IT TOGETHER. DID THESE FOLKS GO TO THESE CHENICAL INDUS
TRIES TO SEE WHETHER THE ENTIRE CHENICAL INDUSTRY SHOULD BE RULED 
OUT . I DON 1 T THINK THEY DID. 

HR . GIDEON STIVERS: 

LADIES AND GENTLENEN~ I HOLD IN NY HAND A COPY OF THE CONSTITUITON 
OF THE UNITED STATEs. You GENTLENEN oF THE TowN BoARD~ I NYSELF~ 
AND NANY NORE HAVE AT ONE TINE TAKEN A SOLENN OATH TO SUPPORT THAT 
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF ANERICA. WE HAVE AT TINES 
REA FFIRNED THAT OATH . GENTLENEN~ IN THIS CONSTITUTION IT PROVIDES 
FOR A DIVISION OF POWERS TO PREVENT ANYONE OR ANY ONE POWER FRON 
BECONING A DICTATORSHIP. IT PROVIDES FOR SEPARATE DEPARTNENTS. IT 
PROVIDES FOR A TRIAL BY JURY~ BUT THAT JURY IS TO FOLLOW THAT A NAN 
IS INNOCENT UNTIL PROVEN GUILTY . IT GIVES YOU THE RIGHT TO HOLD 
PROPERTY FRON UNLAWFUL ENTRY AND SEARCH. IT ALSO~ GIVES YOU ASSUR
ANCE THAT THERE WILL BE NO CRUELTY OR EXCESSIVE FINES AND PUNISHNEMS 
HANDED DOWN. ANOTHER GOVERNNENT IN THIS WORLD PUTS ALL THREE POWERS · • 
OF GOVERNNENT IN ONE CONNUNAL CONNITTEE. A NAN IS CONSIDERED GUILTY 
UNT IL HE CAN PROVE HINSELF INNOCENT. HE GOES BEFORE THE CONNITTEE 
WHO WILL JUDGE WHETHER HE IS INNOCENT OR GUILTY. THEY TAKE AWAY 
ALL RIGHTS TO PROPERTY. THE INDIVIDUAL IS JUST AN EXPENDABLE PART 
OF THE STATE. I HAVE GIVEN YOU A YARDSTICK~ DOES IT NEASURE UP TO 
THIS CoNSTITUTION~ DOES IT HAVE THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNNENT~ ARE 
THE PEOPLE ELECTED TO .IT, IS IT JUST A HEARING CONNITTEE OR CAN A 
NAN HAVE A TRIALBY JURY~ OR DO THEY FIND HIN GUILTY AS THEY DO IN 
THIS CONNUNISTIC SET UP IN RusSIA. I HAVE TO GO ON RECORD AS BEING 
AGAINST ANYTHING WHICH SETS UP A CONNUNAL FORN OF GOVERNNENT NO 
NATTER HOW SLOWLY IT IS CHIPPING AWAY AT THIS CONSTITUTION~ AND I 
WOULD BE VIOLATING NY OATH IF I DID NOT STAND UP AND SAY SO. I HAVE 
RECALLED THAT YOU HAVE TAKEN AN OATH AND IF YOU STAND IDLY BY AND 
ALLOW THIS CHIPPING AWAY AT THE CONSTITUTION YOU WOULD BE GUILTY IN 
NY OPINION OF A SIN OF ONISSION~ AND IF I DIDN 1 T SPEAK UP I WOULD 
BE HELPING YOU VIOLATE IT. THE ONE THING I WANT TO KNOW~ IF ZONING 
IS SUCH A WONDERFUL THING WHY ARE THE PROPONENTS SO FANATICAL TO 
PREVENT THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE TO BE KNOWN. Is IT POSSIBLE BONE
WHERE ALONG THE LINE SONE OUTSIDER HAS GOTTEN A FINGER IN THE PIE. 
]T SEENS TO NE THERE ARE NORE JoHNNY-CONE-LATELY 1 S THAT CONE SEE 

~ 

THAT THIS CONSTITUTION IS UNDERNINED. ALL THE OUT OF TOWNERS CARRY 
PICTURES OF THE SLUN AREAS. ftAGAZINES HAVE PICKED OUT ToWN AS AN 
EXANPLE OF A SIN TOWN. WHY ARE OUTSIDERS SO INTERESTED IN GETTING 
THIS IN. WE ARE THE LAST BULWARK ON LONG ISLAND. IT 1 S JUST AS BAD 
AS THE WONEN CONING HONE FRON THE PARTY AND TELLING HER HUSBAND~ 

'I 
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(NR. GIDEON STIVERS):-

J NEED AN OPERATION. HE SAID, GOOD GoD, WHAT FOR? SHE SAID, ALL THE 
OTHER GIRLS HAD ONE. 

I HOVE TO VOTE NO. ALL THESE PEOPLE WHO ARE IN FAVOR OF TAKING 
AWAY THE POWERS OF THE CoNSTITUTION THAT GUARANTEE US, YOU CAN HEASURE 
THEN UP AND BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEN. 

NRS . SANUEL HAYES: 

WE ARE RIVERHEAD's LEAGUE oF WoHEN VoTERS. WE ARE A NON-PARTISAN 
ORGANIZATION TO PROHOTE AN ACTIVE PARTICIPATION. ONE YEAR AGO THE 
RIVERHEAD LEAGUE, ADOPTED A PLAN, A PROGRAH OF THE STUDY OF Z ONING 
FOR THE TOWN OF RIVERHEAD. WE HAVE STUDIED ZONING AND HAVE THOROUGH
LY COHPARED ZONING ORDINANCES OF OTHER TOWNS, HAVE INVESTIGATED OB
JE CTIONS THAT HAVE BEEN RAISED. THE POPULATION OF SUFFOLK COUNTY IS 

.' 

RI SING RAPIDLY. THE POPULATION OF RIVERHEAD, HAS GROWN FROH SOHE ' I 
9000, TO OVER THIRTEEN THOUSAND BETWEEN THE YEARS OF 1950 AND 1958, 
ACC ORDING TO THE LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COHPANY FIGURES. THE SCHOOL 
PO PULATION IN SUFFOLK COUNTY HAS HORE THAN DOUBLED HERE IN THE T OWN 
OF RIVERHEAD. WE WOULD BE GETTING PROBLEHS OF CONGESTION IF WE DO 
NOT HAVE THE FORESIGHT TO PROTECT OUR COHHUNITY OF RIVERHEAD. WHICH 
I S TO SAY, WE ARE WITHOUT PROTECTION AGAINST CONGESTION AND ALL 1H E 
PRO BLEHS THAT CONGESTION BRINGS. THE SCHOOLS, POLICE, FIRE PROTECTI O~ 
WATER SUPPLY AND SO FORTH. To US HERE IN RIVERHEAD CONGESTION HEANS 
HIGHER TAXES. WITHOUT ZONING ANYBODY CAN LOCATE THEATRES AND SERVICE 
GARAGES BRINGING WITH IT NOISE AND TRAFFIC, IF WE ARE NOT PROTECTED 
BY Z ONING. THIS IS NOT TO SAY WE ARE AGAINST GARAGES AND DRIVE-INS, 
BUT THEY DO NOT BELONG IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS. No THING STOPS A SPECU 
LAT OR FROH SUB-DIVIDING INTO LOTS THE SIZE OF A HANDKERCHIEF. WITH 
THIS TYPE OF CONGESTION WITH INADEQUATE LIGHT AND AIR, JUVENILE DE 
LINQUENCY DEFINATELY CONES WITH THE NEED FOR HORE AND HORE SCHOOLS, 
A LARGER POLICE FORCE. THE HONEY TO PAY FOR ALL THIS HUST CONE FROH 
HIGHER TAXES. ON THE OTHER HAND WHILE ZONING HAY SEEN RESTRICTEDIN 
RES IDENTIAL AREAS, IT ENCOURAGES FACTORIES, STORES AND INDUSTRIES T O 
CO NE TO OUR TOWN, NOT THE KIND OF OBNOXIOUS INDUSTRIES FROH ALL THE 
OTHER TOWNS ON LONG ISLAND, HAKING RIVERHEAD A GOOD DUHPING PLACE FOR 
INDUSTRIES THAT ARE KEPT OUT, BUT THE KIND THAT ARE WELCOHE, THAT WILL 
BR ING EHPLOYHENT TO OUR PEOPLE AND LOWER TAXES TO OUR TOWN. ZoNING 
WIL L REQUIRE NEW STORES AND BUSINESSES TO PROVIDE PARKING AREAS FOR 
THE CUSTOHERS. THE TAXPAYERS WILL NOT BE ASKED TO PAY FOR PUBLIC 
PAR KING FIELDS. THE PARKING FIELD ON ffAIN STREET, GUST US $1 00 , 000 . 
DEVELOPERS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO BUILD NEW HONES, UNTIL THEY HAKE PRO
VI SIONS FOR NEW ROADS ACCORDING TO THE SPECIFICATIONS OF OUR HIGHWAY 
DEPARTHENT, SAVING THE TAXPAYERS HANY DOLLARS. UNLESS WE HAVE ZONING 
WE ARE IN A TREHENDOUS LOT OF TROUBLE. WE HUST BEGIN TO KEEP OUR 
TAX DOLLARS FROH HULTIPLYING RAPIDLY IN THE FUTURE. THIS IS NOT 

. I 

TAKING AWAY THE RIGHTS OF ANY INDIVIDUAL, BUT THE ORDERLY PLAN OF I· 
OUR COHHUNITY. WE OF RIVERHEAD, SHOULD PROVIDE A DEFENSE FOR THE 
FU TURE OF OUR TOWN. IT IS THE LEADING CONSENSUS THAT THE TOWN B oARD 
A CT FAVORABLY IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, AND 
GENERAL WELFARE OF OUR COHHUNITY. 

' I 
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NR. CARL STAGG : 

I AN SPEAKING AGAINST ZONING, BECAUSE I THINK IT IS AN UNWARRANT
ED INTRUSION UPON NY PROPERTY. I DON 1 T THINK WE NEED ZONING BECAUSE 
I BELIEVE THAT UNDER THE LAWS GOVERNING THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE 
PUBLIC SAFETY THAT THE TOWN BOARD HAS ALL THE AUiliORITY THAT IT 
NEEDS TO COVER ANYTHING THAT NAY CONE UP IN THE WAY OF BAD CONDITIOm' 
IT HAS BEEN PROVEN TO US WITHIN THE LAST TWO NONTHS OR SO THAT SUCH , . 
IS THE CASE, BECAUSE THE TOWN HAS PRONULGATED AND PASSED A FIRE 
CONTROL ORDINANCE. THEY HAVE PUT PENALTIES IN IT FOR FAILURE TO 
PROVIDE SAFETY. THEY HAVE APPOINTED A NAN WHO HAS THE AUTHORITY TO 
CHECK AND TO SEE THAT ALL WILL ABIDE BY THE FIRE RULES, AND IF YOU 
DON 1T ABIDE BY THEN YOU ARE SUBJECT TO A PENALTY. 

ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH SIDE OF THE PICTURE, WE HAVE A PICTURE OF 
A BUSINESS WHICH HAS BEEN PENALIZED TO THE EXTENT OF BEING PUT OUT 
OF BUSINESS ON THE LAWS OF PUBLIC HEALTH, ALL WITHOUT ZONING . WE 
HAVE BEEN LED TO BELIEVE THAT ZONING IS A CURE ALL OF ANYTHING 
BESE TTINGA GROWING CONNUNITY. IT WON 1 T CURE ANY SINGLE EVIL THAT 
EXISTS . THINGS WOULD BE CONTROLLED UNDER LAWS SINILAR TO THIS FIRE 
CONTR OL LAW, AND PUBLIC HEALTH LAWS PROVIDING THE TOWN BOARD NAKES 
A RULE OR LAW COVERING THE INDIVIDUAL CASES. I AN AGAINST ZONING 
BECAUSE J THINK IT BECONES DANGEROUSLY CLOSE TO LAWS OF THE TOWNS 
NENTIONED BY THE GENTLENEN OVER THERE. I THINK THAT A FARNER HAS 
THE RIGHT TO USE HIS PROPERTY IN ANY LEGAL NETHOD HE DESIRES, AS 
LONG AS IT DOESN 1 T TRANSGRESS THE PUBLIC HEALTH OR SAFETY LA W. I 
DON 1 T THING ANYBODY HAS THE RIGHT TO TELL NE HOW BIG A HOUSE I 
SHO ULD BUILD. I AN THE ONE TO DECIDE WHETHER I WANT 600 OR 6000 
SQ UARE GEET. I DON 1 T THINK IT CONCERNS THE TOWN A S LONG AS THE 
STRUCTURE IS SAFE, AND AS LONG AS IT DOESN 1 T CREATE A HEALTH HAZARD, 
AND AL LONG AS I DONfT CARRY ON AN ILLEGAL OCCUPATION. SURE, A GAS 
STATION NAY CONE UP ON THE CORNER, IN FACT THERE IS A GAS STATION 
PRAC TICALLY ON EVERY CORNER OF THE ToWN ALREADY. I AN AGAINST 
ZON ING BECAUSE I DON 1 T THINK THE PEOPLE OF THE ToWN OF RIVERHEAD 
WA NT ZONING. I BELIEVE THAT ALL POWER UNDER OUR FORN OF GOVERNNENT 
PRES IDES INTHE PEOPLE, AND THAT THE PEOPLE CAN DELEGATE TO OTHER 
PEO PLE TO CARRY ON. I THINK THE PEOPLE HAVE A RIGHT TO RECLAIN 
TH OSE POWERS WITH OR WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE PEOPLE TO WHON THE Y 
HA VE DELEGATED THOSE POWERS. I CAN CITE IN HISTORY WHEREIN A LAW 
WAS PRONULGATED LEGALLY, KING GEORGE OF ENGLAND PROPOSED THE STANP 
Ac T IN BoSTON, BUT IT WAS VETOED VERY ENPHATICALLY BY A REFERENDUN. 

NR. GRANT ADANS: 

I 1 D LIKE TO ASK ftR. HARDING A QUESTION . HE SAYS, IT IS ILLEGAL 
FO R THE ToWN TO HOLD A REFERENDUN AS TO WHETHER WE WANTmNING LAWS. 
I SHOW YOU THE WORD ELLEGAL, I DOUBT THE WORD ELLEGAL IS IN TI!ERE. 
FURTHERNORE I'D LIKE TO ASK HIN WHERE HE EVER HEARD OF A CASE BEING 

, I ' H ' TR IED OUT. IF I WANTED TO PAY FOR IT ELL NE WHY CAN T. E CAN T 
FI ND SUCH A WORD, AND HE CANNOT PROVE THAT TO BE SO. I READ THAT 
LAW, AND J'ft NOT A LAWYER AND I INTERPRET IT DIFFERENTLY THAN HE 
DOES AND SO DO THE COURTS. I NAY SAY HERE AND NOR ACCORDING TO THE 
CONS TITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF ANERICA THIS WHOLE THING IS 

ILLEGAL NOW WHAT YOU 1RE DOING, AND THE WORK ILLEGAL WOULD STAND UP 

I I 
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(NR. GRANT ADAns):-
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I F I HAD THE nONEY TO FIGHT IT. You HET BEHIND CLOSED DOORS AND 
DONE THE THING AND THEN YOU OPENED THE THINGS AFTERWARDS. IF I'H 
NO T WRONG, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES WOULD THROW IT OUT. 
IF ~ HAD THE nONEY TO DO IT, HOWEVER, FORGET ABOUT THAT BECAUSE IT 
AIN T GOING TO DO ANY GOOD. I TELL YOU THIS nUCH HOW ffR. OTIS PIKE, 
HE I S

1
INFAVOR OF ZONING BECAUSE HE CAnE OUT FOR IT IN THE CAnPAIGN. 

IF HE S A GOOD LAWYER, HE DOESN 1 T HAVE TO BE A JUSTICE OF'JH E PEACE , 
HE CAN nAKE ENOUGH nONEY OUTSIDE. 

IF I WANT TO BUILD A HOUSE AND YOU GUYS DON 1 T LIKE nY FACE, WHICH 
I DON 1T LIKE nY FACE ANYHOW, THEREFORE, I COULDN'T. THAT IS WHAT HE 
WANTS . I THINK I WILL PAY FOR THE REFERENDUn, IT 1S LESS TROUBLE AND 
EASIER THAN YOU HERE NOW. I 1 LL PAY FOR IT. IF YOU CAN SHOW nE ANY 
LAW THAT SAYS IT 1 S ILLEGAL I 1 LL PAY FOR THAT TOO. 

REVEREND HERBERT B. PERR Y , JR.: 

I RISE AS A PRI VATE CITIZEN, AN OUTSIDER BUT ONE NONETHE LESS 
WHO HA S A SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY TOWARD THE connUNITY, AND I THINK 
HAS THE DUTY TO DO SO. I FIND nYSELF IN THE UNUSUAL POSITION, CER
TAINL Y NOT ONE DESIRED, OF BEING CONCERNED AND INVOLVED WITH THE 
PROB LEn OF ZONING AND THE PROBLEn OF SLUnS IN OUR connUNITY. I THIMr 
I AH S AFE IN SAYING THAT EACH ONE OF US HERE IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
SOCIAL CANCERS THREATENING THE WELFARE AND THE WELL BEING OF OUR 
CHILDREN, YOUR CHILDREN AND niNE, AND OF THE ENTIRE COHHUNITY. ABOUT 
TWO HO NTHS AGO I WAS APPOINTED TOA CITIZENS ADVISORY COnHITTEE ON 
SLUH CLEARANCE. RELUCTANTLY, I ACCEPTED THE SECRETARYSHIP OF THAT 
COnHITTEE. WE HAVE BEEN WORKING DILIGENTLY FOR THE PAST 'NO HON'IH S 
LOO KI NG INTO THE SLUn CONDITIONS 'JHAT EXIST HERE. WE HAVE A NUHBER 
OF PROPOSALS TO nAKE, BUT BASIC TO ANY OF THEn IS THE ISSUE OF 
ZONI N G AND I An AUTHORIZED B Y THE connUNITY OF WHICH I An THE SECRE
TARY TO APPEAL TO THE To WN BOARD URGENTLY REQUESTING THE ADOPTZW OF 
THE PROPOSED Z ONING ORDINANCE. THERE ARE SOnE nEHBERS OF OUR COnH
ITTEE WHO FEEL THAT THIS IS PREREQUISITE IF WE DON 1T HAVE ZONING WE 
CA N DO NOTHING ABOUT SLUH CONDITIONS AND I An AUTHORIZED TO SAY JUST 
THAT, BY THE COHniTTEE. 

I AH TRYING TO THINK OF w.ffAT ELSE I AH AUTHORIZED TO SAY, B UT I 
AGAIN APPEAL AS A PRIVATE CITIZEN TO THE ToWN BoARD, URGENTLY RE
QUESTING THAT THIS ZONING ORDINANCE BE ADOPTED AS THE FIRST BASIC 
S TEP TOWARD THE SOLUTION OF ANY SLUH CLEARANCE IN 'IHIS COHHUNITY. 

l1R . LEO SAXSTIEN: 

ffR. SUPERVISOR, HEHBERS OF THE TOWN BoARD, I AH DECIDEDLY OPPOSED 
TO ZONING BECAUSE IT IS A DELIBERATE CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY WITH
OUT COHPENSATION. Now, ORGINALLY ZONING nAY HAVE HAD SOHE GOOD IDEAS 
BACK OF IT, BUT LATELY IT HAS BEEN PROSTITUTED INTO A HOST EVIL THING. 
WE HAVE A TRIAL ON NOW IN THE SUPREHE COURT CONCERNING A nAN IN THE 
TOWN OF HUNTINGTON. THEY HAD A ZONING ORDINANCE, AND HE GAVE PERHITS 
FOR WHICH IT IS ALLEGED HE RECEIVED $20,000, CERTAINLY, THAT HAN IS 
IN FAVOR OF ZONING BECAUSE HE COULD GET GRAFT. 

' I 

·'f I 



56 
(NR. LEO SAXSTIEN) : -

You HAVE ANOTHER SITUATION IN SHITHTOWN . THEY HAVE CUT DOWN TO 
WHERE THEY DON 1 T PERHIT HORE THAN ONE HOUSE ON TWO ACRES OF GROUND 
AND THE REASON THEY GIVE IS, WE DON 1 T WANT ANY HORE KIDS HERE, IT 
COSTS TOO HUCH HONEY . THAT IS NOT THE PURPOSE OF ZONING . THOSE 
ARE SELFI SH HOTIVES, AND SHOULD NEVER BE ALLOWED BY ANY DECENT PEOPLE. 

WE CONE DOWN HERE TO THE QUESTION OF WHE THER THE PEOPLE SHOULD BE 
ALLOWED TO SAY WHAT THEY WANT . THEY WANT HANY THINGS . IN THE PAPERS 
ffR. PIKE PERSONALLY SAID HE FAVORED ZONING BUT HE WOULD FOLLO W WHAT 
THE PEOPLE WANTED . I BELIEVE YOU ftR . SUPERVISOR, SAID THE SANE 
THING . I DON 1 T KNOW WHETHER THE OTHER HEHBERS DID OR NOT, BUT I 
WOULD LIKE TOASK YOU NOW ftR . SUPERVISOR, AND HEHBERS OF THE TOWN 
B oARD, WHETHER IF THE HAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE IN THE T oWN OF RIVER
HEAD , DON 1 T WANT IT WHETHER YOU INSIST ON CRAHHING IT DOWN OUR 

THR OATS . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

THE PURPOSE OF THE HEARING IS TO HEAR THE VIEWS OF THE PEOPLE OF 

THE TowN . 

!1R . SAXSTIEN: 

HAVE YOU HEHBERS OF THE ToWN BOARD DECIDED IN ADVANCE EXACTLY 

WHAT YOU ARE GOINT TO DO ? 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

IF I GAVE YOU AN ANSWER NOW, IT HAY BE TAKEN THAT I AH IN FAVOR 
OF AGAINST IT, UNTIL I 1 VE HEARD EVERYONE, I WILL NOT GIVE HY OPINION. 

!1R . SAXSTIEN: 

WILL YOU ASSURE HE THAT THIS IS AN OPEN QUESTION AND THE HEHBERS 
OF THE T OWN B~RD, HAVE NOT HADE UP THEIR HI NDS ON THE QUESTION OR 

Z ONING? 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

You HAVE DIRECTED THE QUESTION TO HE . I CAN ONLY SPEAK FOR NY

SELF, THERE ARE FOUR OTHER HEHBERS . 

!1R . SAXSTIEN: 

I WI LL DIREC T THE QUESTION TO YOU ALONE AND BE SATISFIED . 

SUPERVIS OR LEONARD : 

AT THI S TINE I HAVE NOT HADE UP HY HIND . 

I I 

, I 

I I 

I' 

, I 



57 

!1R. SAXSTIEN: 

Now I WOULD LIKE TO HAKE OTHER REHARKS, FIRST THIS SO-CALLED 
ADVISORY REFERENDUH. I NOTICED THAT J1R. HARDING SAID, THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL , AND COHPTROLLER ARE LAW. I WILL TAKE ISSUE WITH THAT 
SUBJEC T HOST EHPHATICALLY THEY ARE NOT LAW. THE ONLY THINK THAT IS 
LAW IS SOHETHING THAT A COURT HAS PASSED UPON. THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
HAS HERELY GIVEN AN OPINION AS AN ATTORNEY. ConiNG TO THE REFEREN
DUH, THE USE OF THE WORD REFERENDUH AS I UNDERSTAND IT YOU HAY NOT 
HAVE AN ADVISORY REFERENDUH BECAUSE IT ISN'T ALLOWED, BUT YOU ARE 
ABLE TO HAVE AN ADVISORY POLL. AT THIS HEETING TONIGHT, IT WASN ' T 
NECESSARY TO CALL EVERYONE IN THIS WAY, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN HORE FER 
TO HAVE A BALLOT AND COHE IN BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 1:00 AND 8 : 00 AND 
EXPRESS OPINIONS PERSONALLY. I AH AGAINST ZONING, BUT IF THE HAJOR
ITY OF THE PEOPLE OF THE TOWN WANT IT THEY ARE ENTITLED TO SUFFER 
WITH IT, AND I THINK YOU SHOULD GIVE THEH A CHANCE TO EXPRESS THEIR 
OPINIONS . 

!1R . IRVING KAHN: 

J1R. SUPERVISOR, HEHBERS OF THE ToWN BoARD, LADIES AND GENTLEHEN . 
I WISH TO STATE HY PERSONAL POSITION RIGHT AT THE OUTSET . I HERELY 
SPEAK FOR THE LONG ISLAND FARH BUREAU, AS IT REPRESENTS 55 PERCENT 
OF THE FARHS. IN FARH BUREAU, THAT IS THE HEHBERSHIP ROLL PERCENT
AGE WISE IN THE ToWNSHIP OF RIVERHEAD IN FARH BUREAU . 

I AH TORN BETWEEN TWO LOVES, BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT I HAVE 
HAD GOOD EXPERIENCE WITH ZONING, AND SOHETIHES AWFUL EXPERIENCES 
WITH ZONING PERSONALLY, BUT AS COUNSEL FOR FARH BUREAU, I CAN ONLY 
SPEAK AS THE VOICE OF FARH BUREAU, AND IT IS ONLY IN SUCH CAPACITY 
THAT I SPEAK TONIGHT. WE DO NOT COHE HEREWITH ANY RANCOR, WE DO 
NOT HAVE ANY PERSONAL AXE TO GRIND. WE HAVE STATED OUR POSITION 
BRIEFLY AT THE ZoNING COHHISSION 1 S HEARING THAT WE DO NOT HAVE ANY 
POSITION FOR OR AGAINST ZONING THAT IS SPEAKING FOR FARH BUREAU. 
I HAVE TRIED IN THE BEST WAY THAT I KNEW HOW TO SEND VERBEL TELE
GRAHS TO THE COHHITTEE TO TELL THEH HOW THE FARH BUREAU FELT, AND 
HAD HOPED THAT SOHEONE WOULD HAVE GOTTEN IN TOUCH WITH HE, OR RATHER 
WITH THE POWERS THAT BE OVER IN FARH BUREAU TO FIND OUT WHAT HADE 
THE THING TICK. No ONE ATTEHPTED THAT. 

AT A HEETING OF THE BoARD OF DIRECTORS OF FARH BuREAU LAST 
HONTH THE ZoNING CoHHITTEE APPOINTED BY FARH BUREAU FOR THE ToWN OF 
RIVERHEAD APPEARED BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND AFTER HUCH 
DISCUSSION IN WHICH THE BoARD HEHBERS FOUGHT BACK AND FORTH, SAYING 
THAT IT WAS NOT LoNG ISLAND FARH BUREAU'S BUSINESS TO GET HESSED 

I I 
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SQUARE AS ANY BALLOT COULD EVER BE SENT 
THERE TO INFLUENCE A HAN TO VOTE FOR 
THAT LESS THAN 20 VOTED FOR IT, AND 
AND, THEY SPENT THEIR OWN FOUR CENT 

UP IN A ZONING PROBLEH IT WAS DECIDED TO HAVE A POLL OF THE FARH 
BUREAU - OR THE FARHERS - NOT FARH BUREAU - THAT IS HEHBERS IN THE 
TOWN OF RIVERHEAD AND WHICH WE DID. OVER FOUR HUNDRED BALLOTS I , 

WERE SENT OUT - AS FAIR AND 
TO ANYONE. NoT ONE WORD IN 
OR AGAINST. I CAN TELL YOU 
OVER 190 VOTED AGAINST IT. 
STAHP TO SEND THE ENVELOPE BACK. 

' ! 
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NR. SuPERVISOR~ I WAS BORN IN RIVERHEAD TowN~ 62 YEARS AGO~ AND 
HAVE LIVED HERE ALL NY LIFE SO I DON 1 T THINK I AN A JOHNNY-CONE-LATE
LY. FoR OVER 50 YEARS~ I WATCHED THIS TOWN GROW AND I HAVE SEEN THE 
NEED FOR ZONING BECONE NORE AND NORE ACUTE. I HAVE SEEN THE NEIGHBOR· 
ING ToWN AND THE CITIZENS AND THE PROTECTION WHICH ZONING COULD GIVE 
THEN. I HAVE SEEN THE ToWN BOARDS GIVE THEN THAT PROTECTION. I 
TH INK IT IS TINE ALSO~ THAT RIVERHEAD HAD THAT PROTECTION. TEN YEARS 
AGO ~ I WAS ON THE CONNISSION FOR THE TOWN OF RIVERHEAD. I OFTEN 
TH INK OF HOW NANY HEADACHES WOULD HAVE BEEN SAVED IF IT HAD BEEN DONE 
AT THAT TINE . I WAS TOLD THAT THE TOWN BOARD WOULD NOT ADOPT ZONING 
BECAUSE ENOUGH PEOPLE HAVE NOT BEEN HURT. TEN YEARS HAVE PASSED AND 
I THINK ENOUGH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN HURT , THE TOWN HALL WAS FULL OF 
IRA TE CITIZENS WHO HAD BEEN HURT~ AND DENANDED OF THE TOWN BOARD 
PRO TECTION WHICH ZONING COULD GIVE THEN . I THINK IT WAS TINE THAT 
SONETHING WAS DONE ABOUT THIS AND THE QUESTION FACED . THIS TO WN~ , 1 
NEE DS ZONING AND IN NY OPINION WANTS ZONING~ AND I HOPE THAT THE 
ToWN BOARD WILL ADOPT THE ZONING ORDINANCE. 

NR . ROLAND 0. PETERSON: 

flR. SUPERVISOR~ LADIES AND GENTLENEN~ WE ARE ALL CONSUNERS IN
DIRE CTLY OR DIRECTLY OF THE PROHIBITIVE INDUSTRIES THAT ARE NENTION
ED IN THE INDUSTRIAL SECTION OF THIS ZONING ORDINANCE. I DON 1 T SEE 
WHY IT SHOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE TO HAVE AN ORDINANCE SUCH THAT WOULD 
LINIT ODORS~ SNOKE AND NOISE~ THEN WE WOULD NOT HAVE TO RESTRICT 
THE INDUSTRIES FRON CONING INTO THE TOWN. ALSO~ I DON 1 T SEE HOW 
THA T THIS ORDINANCE IN ITS ENTIRETY IS NEEDED JUST TO PREVENT SLUffS. 
WE WOULD DEAL SPECIFICALLY WITH HOUSING PROBLENS AND PREVENT SLUffS 
AND PREVENT THE INJUSTICES THAT WOULD RESULT FRON THIS ORDINANCE. 

DR . PHILIP RAFLE: 

NR. SuPERVISOR~~NBERS OF THE TowN BoARD~ LADIES AND GENTLENEN . 
I CAN PROBABLY SPEAK AT CONSIDERABLE LENGTH ON THE SUBJECT OF CONNU
NITY PLANNING. IN TEN YEARS IN THIS ToWNSHIP I HAVE HAD NANY PRO
BLENS , SaNE EIGHT YEARS AGO WE BEGAN TO HAVE SONE OF THESE PROBLENS 
AND THERE WAS ONE TINE NOT TOO LONG AGO~ I WAS ASKED TO NAKE A SURVEY 
OF A CERTAIN AREA OF THE ToWNSHIP RELATIVE TO HOUSING. AT THAT TI~ 
ONE OF THE RECONNENDATIONS NADE AT THAT TINE WAS FOR ZONING AS A 
NA TTER OF PLANNING . WITHOUT A CONNUNITY PLAN~ I CAN 1 T SEE HOW YOU 
KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING. WE HAVE HAD NANY PROBLENS IN THE NATTER 
OF HEALTH AND WELFARE OF THE CONNUNITY~ AND ZONING IS A KEYSTONE OF 
A HEALTH PROGRAN OR CONNUNITY PLANNING AND DOES SONETHING TOWARD 
NAKING THE CONNUNITY WORTH WHILE . You HAVE TO L I VE WITH NANY OF 
THESE PROBLENS~ AND NANY OF THE CITIZENS IN THE ToWN HAVE CALLED NE 
THINKING THAT I HAD CERTAIN POWERS UNDER THE HEALTH LAW THAT I NIGHT 
DO. NoT SO NUCH AS A HEALTH OFF I CI AL, I CAN 1 T DIVORCE NYSELF FRON 
BEING HEALTH CONNISSIONER, BUT AS WELL AS A CITIZEN I URGE THIS 
BO ARD TO TAKE THE PRINARY STEP ALONG WITH~O OTHER THINGS, THAT IS, 
A GOOD WATER SUPPLY AND PROBABLY THE BEST SEWERAGE DISPOSAL S~TEN IN 
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(DR. PHILIP RAFLE):-

THE CouN TY OF SuFFOLK. THIS TowN HAS SHOWN LEAJERSHIP~ AND I THINK 
IT CAN TAKE ITS RIGHTFUL PLACE FOR THE CITIZENS OF THIS COUNTY . 

NR. WICKHAN TYTE: 

I DON 1 T EXPECT TO TALK LONG AT THIS STAGE~ BECAUSE WE GET A 
SE COND TINE AROUND. ALL I WANT TO DO IS NOT ORATE ESPECIALLY, BUT 
I DID NOTICE ONE OF THE PEOPLE NENTIONED THE ATTITUDE OF YO U HEN 
WHEN YOU TOOK OFFICE. I HAVE A CLIPPING OF NEWS-REVIEW OF OCTOBER 
1957~ ON PAGE THREE REGARDING THE PUBLIC STATENENT HADE BY OTI S 
PIKE~ AND I WOULD READ THAT JUST TO SHOW EXACTLY WHAT HE SAID. HE 
SAID : "ZoNING IS A WORD THAT A POLITICIAN IN RIVERHEAD IS NOT 
SUPPOSED TO NENTION. IT IS SUPPOSED TO BE POLITICAL DEATH. IF 
THIS BE TREASON HAKE THE HOST OF IT. I AN FOR ZONING . I AN NO T 
IN FAVOR OF FORCING IT UPON OUR PEOPLE WHEN THE NAJORITY OF THEN ,1 
DO N 1 T WANT IT. 

11 So IN A SENSE YOU HEN STAND IN THE SPOTLIGHT TO 
DE CIDE WHETHER THESE WERE ENPTY WORDS OR WHETHER YOU WANTED TO 
KNOW WHAT RIVERHEAD REALLY WANTED AND YOU INTEND TO KEEP THIS A 
GOVERNNENT FOR THE PEOPLE~ OF THE PEOPLE AND BY THE PEOPLE. 

THE GROUP I AN WITH HAS TAKEN A PRIVATE POLL AND I BELIEVE THEY 
REPRESENT POSSIBLY 75 PERCENT OF THE TAXPAYERS OF THE TOWN OF RIVE~ 
HEA D. IN THIS BOX WHICH I AN GOING TO GIVE TO YOU HEN ARE THE 
RESULTS . I WOULD LIKE THEN BACK AFTER YOU HAVE TINE T O LO OK AT 
THEN . 451 HAVE SIGNED THE PAPER REPRESENTING THE BIGGEST TAXPAYERS 
IN THIS TOWN WHO DO NOT WANT ZONING . A FEW SAID THEY DO WANT IT. 
WE HAVE 13 YES~ WE HAVE THEN IN THERE TO. WE DI~T THR OW THEN OUT . 
ON THE SECOND QUESTION~ DO THE PEOPLE OF RIVERHEAD WANT A REFERENnTN. 
OR POLL~ OUT OF THE TOTAL HERE I THINK THERE WAS ONE PERSON WHO 
DIDN'T WANT IT TO GO TO A REFERENDUN. THIS IS HOW THE PEOPLE THIN~ 
AND I LEAVE IT FOR YOUR PERUSAL TO SEE WHAT YOU REALLY NEAN AND SAY 
WHEN YOU TAKE AN OATH OF OFFICE~ OR WHETHER YOU WANT TO BE A LAW IN 

YO URSELVES. 

l1R . EUGENE R011ANO: 

I DON'T HAVE ANY PREPARED SPEACH . As A BUILDER AND PROPERTY 
OWNER IN THIS TOWN~ I THINK WE NUST HAVE ZONING. I DON 1 T SAY~ 
BECAUSE ALL OF THE ToWNS HAVE IT WE NUST~ BUT THE FACT IS THAT ALL 
OF THE TOWNS HAVE IT AND ARE PROGRESSING WITH IT. IT NUST BE A 
GOOD THING. I DON'T SAY THAT THE LAW THAT THESE HEN PROPOSE IS A 
PERFECT ONE. I THINK WE NUST HAVE ZONING. WE HAVE A POLICE DEPAR~ 
NENT AND A VERY GOOD ONE. I DON 1 T THINK ZONING TAKES AWAY ANYBOD~ 

~ 

RIGHTS . IF YOU HAVE A PIECE OF PROPERTY~ I THINK IT SHOULD BE 
PROTECTED. I THINK YOU HAVE TO HAVE NORE FAITH IN YOUR TOWN BoARD 
YOU ELECTED. I THINK IT 1 S FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE ToWN IF ZONING 
IS HAD. I THINK IT'S AN ABSOLUTE NUST. ALL THE OTHER ToWNS HAVE 
DONE IT. GARDEN CITY AND HENPSTEAD~ HAVE HAD IT FOR A GREAT NANY 
YEARS AND IT HAS PROVEN VERY SUCCESSFUL. 

l1R . HENRY SIRRINE: 

I HAVEN'T HAD NUCH TINE TO LOOK THE ZONING ORDINANCE OVER. Now 

( 

1 
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( NR . HENRY SIRRINE) : -
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WE SELL PRODUCE TO OTHER FARNERS . WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO~ PUT US 
OUT OF BUS I NESS . IT LOOKS THAT WAY TO NE . I AN IN FAVOR OF THE 
S LUN CLEARANCE~ BUT I DON ' T SEE WHY THAT IS STUCK IN THERE . 

NR . ALDEN YOUNG : 

THAT WAS PUT IN THERE FOR THIS REASON . IF YOU WERE ABLE TO SELL 
BANANAS AND APPLES AND PINEAPPLES ON A STAND ON ONE SIDE OF A STREET~ 
THEN ACROSS THE STREET A SUPER-NARKET COULD CONE~ THEREFORE~ IT ' S 
NE CESSARY TO NAKE SONE SORT OF A BASIC EQUALITY IN WHAT YOU DO. 

NR . SIRRINE: 

IF THAT ' S WHAT IT IS FOR IT IS FOR THE BENEFIT OF BIG BUSINESS~ 
AND NOT SNALL BUSINESS AND YOU ' RE GO I NG TO KNOCK THEN OUT . 

I HA PPEN TO HAVE ZONI NG EXPERIENCE IN CANDEN . I WAS INTERESTED 
IN A RESTAURANT WITH A FRIEND . $5~ 600 WAS PAID FOR THE PROPERTY AND 
WE HELD IT FOR TWO YEARS PENDING BEFORE THE ZONING BOARD . WE NEVER 
CO ULD GET PERNISSION AND FINALLY SOLD OUT . I HAVE A NAN WHO HA S 
WO RKED FOR NE FOR 32 YEARS . HE BOUGHT A PIECE OF PROPERTY IN 
FL ANDERS . Now HE CAN ' T PUT A TRAILER ON IT . WHAT IS SO BAD ABOUT 
A TRAILER~ PROVIDED IT NEETS WITH HEALTH STANDARDS AND S O F ORTH . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

IF ZONING WENT INTO EFFECT~ HE WOULD BE ABLE TO PUT HIS TRAILER 

ON THAT LOT . 

HR . REGINALD SHITH : 

HR . SUPERVISOR~ I BRING YOU SOLICITATIONS FRON SONE FRIENDS -
FR ON SONE FORNER NENBERS OF THE ToWN BoARD OF RIVERHEAD . I HA VE 
KNOWN THE ToWN BoARD FOR ONLY 30 YEARS DURING NY TINE IN RIVEREEAD . 
I AN A JOHNNY-CONE-LATELY~ BUT THE GREET I NGS THAT I BRING ARE FR ON 
PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN HERE FRON AN EARLIER T INE . THE OLDEST ONE IN 
POINT OF SERVICE IS HR . GEORGE HILDRETH~ AND HE HAS ASKED NE TO 
S PEAK TO YOU IN HIS STEAD . HE WANTS YOU T O KNO W THAT HE IS F OR THE 
PASSAGE OF THIS ZONING ORDINANCE . HR. HILDRETH~ WAS A NENBER OF 
YOUR TowN BoARD FRON 1905 TO 1918 . HE WAS IN THE DISTRICT ATTORNETS 
OFFICE AND DISTRICT ATT ORNEY FOR 9 SUCCEEDING YEARS . THEREAFTER~ HE 
WAS ON THE BoARD OF EDUCATION . HE IS A FINE SINCERE CITIZEN . A 
PERSON WHO IS AS NUCH INTERESTED IN THIS CONNUNITY~ AND HE SAYS , 

PLEASE PA SS THIS ZONI NG ORDINANCE NOW . 
THE NEXT NAN WHO SENDS YOU HIS GREET IN G THROUGH NE~ IS HR . 

DWIGHT COR WIN WHO I S 88 YEARS OL D AND HE S A YS HE WANTS YOU TO PASS 
THIS ZO NING OR DINA N CE. HR . DWI GHT CORWIN , WAS A SUPERVISOR OF THIS 
TowN FRON 1911 TO 1917 . HE WAS A CouNTY AuDITOR OF TH I S CouNTY AND 
ON THE BoARD OF CHIL D WELFARE FOR NANY YEARS , AND HE WANTS THIS 

Z ONING ORDINANCE PASSED . 
I BRING YOU GREETINGS OF HR . WILLIAN HILLER, FRON WADING RIVER, 

WHO WAS ON THE TOWN BoARD FOR 16 YEARS AND HE ASKS FOR THE PASSAGE 

OF THIS Z ONING ORD INANCE. 

I 
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(HR. REGINALD SniTH):-

NEXT, I REFER TO NR . HILTON L. 
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BuRNS, WHO BECAnE THE TowN CLERK 
FOR ffANY YEARS, AND LATER THE IN 1922, AND WAS ON THE ToWN BOARD 

CouNTY TREASURER OF THIS TowN, AND YOU ALL KNOW HE HAS NOTHING TO 
GAIN FROff ANY EXPRESSION HE HIGHT SEND TO YOU. HE SAYS, PLEASE PASS 
THIS ZONING ORDINANCE. 

AND, THE GREETING OF JOSEPH KELLY ELECTED TO YOUR BOARD IN 1935, 
AND SERVED FOR 20 YEARS. HE STUDIED ffUNICIPAL LAW AND I HAVE HEARD 
IT SAID THAT NR. KELLY , HAD PROBABLY AS ffUCH KNOWLEDGE OF HUNICIPAL 
LAW IN THIS COUNTY AS ANY OTHER HAN. HE SAID, ZONING IS GOOD FOR 
HOST OF THE PEOPLE. IT IS A GOOD THING FOR THE ToWN OF RIVERHEAD, 
AND HAS ASKED HE TO TAKE THE HESSAGE AND SAY THAT HE RECOffffENDS 
PASSAGE OF THIS ORDINANCE. 

Now, I KNOW THAT YOU HEN HAVE A PROBLEff ON YOUR HANDS, BUT YOU 
SHOULD NOT BE SWAYED BY THIS HYSTERIA TONIGHT. You WOULD THINK 
THE ZONING COffffiSSIONS WERE A GROUP OF IffBECILES TO HEAR SOHE OF I 1 

THE ESPRESSIONS . THERE IS NO TOWN, OR AREA SOUTH OF PoUGHKEEPSIE 
WHERE THERE IS NO ZONING EXCEPT IN THE ToWN OF RIVERHEAD . Y ou HAVE 
HEARD THE ffiNISTERS AND REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE ELIHINATION OF THE 
PR OBLEHS OF SLUff CLEARANCE, YOU HAVE HEARD THE ConniSSIONER OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH, YOU HAVE HEARD FROff THESE HEN WHO HAVE PRECEDED YOU . 
A s JUDGE HILDRETH SAID, "HELL YES, IT IS HIGH TIHE.

11 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

THANK YOU NR . SniTH. I WOULD LIKE AT THIS TiffE TO DECLARE A 
FIVE HINUTE RECESS. WE HAVE GONE THROUGH THE LIST OF THOSE WHO HAVE 
REQUESTED TiffE TO SPEAK. WE WILL HAVE A QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD, 
BUT IF THERE IS ANYONE ELSE WHO WISHES TO BE HEARD, YOU WILL BE 

GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY. 

NEETING CALLED TO ORDER AFTER A FIVE ffiNUTE RECESS . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

LADIES AND GENTLEHEN, I WOULD LIKE TO APOLIGIZE TO NR . STARK. 
WHEN HE WALKED IN I WAS BUSY WRITING NAHES DOWN AND I INADVERTENTLY 
OffiTTED HIS NAHE. AT THIS TIHE, NR . STARK. 

NR . THONAS STARK: 

Nn . SuPERVISOR, NEnBERS oF THE BoARD, I wouLD LIKE TO SPEAK TO 
YOU TONIGHT IN THE SAffE CATAGORY AS THE GENTLEffEN REPRESENTED BY 
NR . SniTH. You PERSONALLY KNOW ffY VIEWS ON THIS ORDINANCE. You 
KNOW I HAVE APPEARED BEFORE YOU WITHIN THE LAST FEW WEEKS AND URGED 
THE ENACTHENT OF IT. You ALSO, KNOW THAT DURING ffY TENURE ON THE 
BOARD, I HAPPENED TO BE PART OF THE STUDY THAT KICKED THIS OFF, AND 
IN THE SELECTION OF THE LADIES AND GENTLEHEN THAT HADE UP THAT 
COffffiTTEE . As A ffEffBER OF THE BOARD AT THAT TIHE, WE ATTEHPTED TO 
PICK A REPRESENTATIVE GROUP OF CITIZENS OF THIS COffffUNITY WHO WOULD 
STUDY THE PROBLEff AND COHE UP WITH THIS RECOffffENDATION. As TO THE 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE, THIS GROUP I THINK HAS DONE A WONDERFUL JOB. 

f 
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(NR. THOHAS STARK) : -
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I DON
1

T THINK WE EVEN KNOW HOW HANY HOURS THIS GROUP SPENT GOING 
OVER ALL THE INFORHATION POSSIBLE FOR THIS ORDINANCE. THERE WERE 
DIFFERENCES OF OPINION AHONG THEHJ BUT THOSE WERE RESOLVED IN FAVOR 
OF WHAT THOSE ELEVEN PEOPLE FELT WAS THE BEST RECOHHENDATION FOR THE 
HEALTHJ SAFETY AND WELFARE OF OUR COHHUNITY. THEY HAVE NOW PRESENTEL 
THAT TO THE BOARD WITH THE RECOHHENDATION THAT IT BE ENACTED BY THE 
Bo ARD. I URGE THE BOARD TO CONSIDER WHAT PREVIOUS SPEAKERS HAVE 
S AIDJ TO CONSIDER THE NATURE OF YOUR OWN OATHS AS REPRESENTATIVES IN 
TH IS COHHUNITYJ TO UPHOLD THE CONSTITUTION OF THIS STATE AND COUNTRY. 
Yo u ALSO HAVE AN OATH TO DO THE BEST THING WHICH IN YOUR HINDS IS THE

1 

BES T THING FOR THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE COHHUNITY WHETHER FROH 
WADING RIVER TO JAHESPORTJ OR IN THE HIDDLE . I URGE THE BOARD TO 
CO NSIDER CAREFULLY ALL THESE VIEWS EXPRESSED NOT ONLY ORALLY HERE 
TO NIGHTJ NOT ONLY BY PETITIONS HANDLED UP TO YOU BUT ALSO TO THE 
SENTIHENTS THAT HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED TO YOU IN THE HATTER BY LEADING 
CITIZENS OF THE COHHUNITY. 

Two MEEKS AGOJ WE HANDED UP TO YOUR BODY A PETITION JOINED IN BY 
PE OPLE WE THINK ARE A BROAD CROSS SECTION OF THE PEOPLE OF THIS 
CO HHUNITY. I URGE YOU TO CONSIDER THOSE VIEWSJ AS WELL AS THE OTHERS 
YOU HAVE HEARD HERE TONIGHT. IF THE ORDINANCE IS ENACTEDJ WHICH I 
TH INK IT WILL BEJ I THINK THE BURDEN WILL BE GREAT IN THE CAREFUL 
ADHINISTRATION OF THE ORDINANCE. ftANY OF THE CRITICISHS THAT WE 
HAVE HEARD PRO AND CONJ HAVE RESULTED FROH BAD ADHINISTRATI ON IN 
OTHER TOWNS . I BELIEVE IT WILL BE THE DUTY OF YOU GENTLEHEN TO 
CAREFULLY CHOOSE PEOPLE WHO WILL ADHINISTER THE JOB . IN CONCLUSIONJ 
I URGE ANOTHER HATTER WHICH HAS NOT BEEN HENTIONED HERE TONIGHT . 
I URGE - I WOULD NOT LIKE FOR ONE TO SEE THIS BECOHE A POLITICAL 
QUE S TION AS TO ONE HEHBER OR ANOTHER. PLEASE ACT WITH UNANIHITY. 

NR . NICK HODUKAVICH: 

I AH NOT A SPEAKER. FIRST I AH GOING TO TELL HY OPINION ON THIS 
ZO NING . I AH FIFTY-FIFTYJ BECAUSE THE ToWN LOOKS HUCH NICER AND 
BE TTER . IN PATCHOGUE WHEN YOU RIDE AROUND THERE ONE WAY OR THE 
OTHER WAY IT'S BEAUTIFULJ THAT SHOWS THE ZONING BOARD DID A LOT OF , 
GOOD. BUTJ I ' H AGAINST IT TOOJ BECAUSE IF A FREEDOH GOES WE CAN T 

• I 

DO WHAT WE LIKE TO DOJ ONLY JUST AS SOHEBODY TELLS us HOW WERE ARE Ill 

I I 

GO ING TO DO IT . I AH AGAINST THATJ BUT THERE IS ANOTHER THING 
AG AINST THIS ZONING HAP WHICH I LOOKED AT. AT AN INTERSECTION IN 
CALVERTONJ THERE IS A BUSINESS PLACEJ THERE IS A RESTAURANT . THE 
WH OLE FOUR CORNERS IS A BUSINESS. WHEN I LOOKED AT THE WADING RIVER / 
INTERSEC'IION THE FOUR coRNERS IS A BUSINESS . ON NoRTHVILLE TuRNPIKE 11 
THERE IS WHERE I LIVE IS NUHBER TWO RESIDENTAL . WHY WHEN THERE ARE 
ALREADY TWO BUSINESS PLACES ON EACH S I DE OF NoRTHVILLE TURNPIKE. 

CAN ANYBODY TE L L HE WHY? I • 

11R. ALDEN YOUNG : 

As I EXPLAINED TO YOU BRIEFLYJ THAT WAS CONSIDERED AND THE 
Z ONING CoHHISSION, INDUCATED THAT I PUT IT IN AS RESIDENTALJ HOWEVERJ 
YOU HIGHT HAVE A RIGHT TO ASK FOR IT TO BE CHANGED . 
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NARGARET NILLER : 

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY, THAT I An OPPOSED TO ZONING . I THINK IF THE 
TINE AND EFFORT SPENT TO NAKE THE PEOPLE TAKE IT HAD BEEN PUT INTO 
THE EVILS SPOKEN OF THEY COULD HAVE ALL BEEN ATTENDED TO . 

NR. HENRY FIOTO: 

NR . SuPERVISOR, GENTLEnEN oF THE BoARD, LADIES AND GENTLENEN. I 
An NOT HERE FORTY YEARS, NOT THIRTY, I An ONE OF THOSE JoHNNY
CONE-LATELY WITH ABOUT FOURTEEN CENTS LESS THAN NOST PEOPLE . I 
DON 1T WANT ANYBODY TELLING NE WHAT TO DO ON NY PIECE OF LAND, AND 
I AN OPPOSED TO ZONING . THAT IS, IN I TS PRESENT FORn . I DON 1 T 
BELIEVE ZONING, THE WAY IT IS WRITTEN NOW WHOULD BE PASSED . I 
THINK IT SHOULD BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION AND SHELVED . 

REVEREND WILLIAN COCHRANE : 

THE TowN BoARD SuPERVISOR, AND OTHER nEnBERS. FIRST oF ALL I An 
NOT A PROPERTY OWNER IN THE TOWN OF RIVERHEAD, BUT I DO HAVE 
NENBERS OF NY CHURCH WHO DO LIVE HERE. I DON 1 T RECALL ANY FACE 
AT THE CENETARY PROTESTING, CRYING, WEEPING WITH THE FANILIES . 
P ERHAPS IF ZONING HAD BEEN PUT INTO EFFECT I WOULD NOT HA VE HAD 
THE UNPLEASANT TASK OF BURYING THREE CHILDREN WHO DIDN 1 T HAVE A 
CHANCE, BECAUSE SONEBODY WANTED TO DO AS THEY PLEASED TO DO ON 
THEIR OWN PIECE OF GROUND. fly RIGHTS STOP WHERE THE OTHER FELLO WS · 
BEG I N, AND YOUR RIGHTS STOP WHERE THE OTHER FELLW S BEGIN . N o 
ONE WANTS TO BE ENCROACHED UPON . N o ONE WANTS T O SPEND HIS NONEY 
OF LIFETINE EARNING BUILDING UP A PIECE OF PROPERTY AND HAVE IT 
DESTROYED BY SONE ONE BUILDING A STABLE NEXT DO OR, BUT IN NOT 
ENACTING A ORDINANCE FOR ZONING YOU ARE TELLING NE I CAN PUT A 
SLUN ANYWHERE . IF THE SOCIOLOGISTS ARE RIGHT IN STATING THAT A 
NAN IS PART OF HIS ENVIRONNENT TAKE A LOOK AT THE JAIL AND YOU 
KNOW THAT SLUNS BREED CRINE . THE SANE CHILDREN FRON THOSE SLUNS 
INTERNINGLE AND NIX WITH THE ONES YOU SEND HERE AT RIVERHEAD HIGH 
SCHOOL, AND YET YOU DON 1 T WANT THESE THINGS CORRECTED . Y o u WANT 
THEN TO GO ON . Go AHEAD LET THEN CONTINUE, AND THE ONLY DIFFER
ENCE BETWEEN BUCHENWALD AND RIVERHEAD, IS THAT ONE IS LOCATED IN 
GERNANY AND THE OTHER IN THE UNITED STATES OF AnERICA. WE NEED 

ZONING, ZONING PROTECTS LIVES. 

PERHAPS YOU DIDN'T GO TO THE HOSPITAL AND LOOK AT THE NOTHER
1
S 

BODY BURNED, BECAUSE SONEBODY WANTED TO NAKE A PROFIT ON THE TWO
BIT SHACK, OR GO DOWN BELOW THE CENETERY AND LOOK AT HOW SONE OF 
THESE PEOPLE LIVE . Go AHEAD AND LET THIS BECONE THE CESSPOOL OF 
LONG ISLAND, YOU 1RE DOING A VERY FINE JOB TONIGHT . 

BooiNG FRON AUDIENCE . 

I I 

I 
I 
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SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

ftAY I AT THIS TINE ASK EVERYONE TO BE COURTEOUS TO THE SPEAKERS. 
THERE HAS BEEN NO BOOING IN THE PAST, LET 1 S NOT HAVE ANY IN THE 
FUTURE. 

11ENBER OF THE AUDIENCE : 

HE ISN 1T A RESIDENT, AND I'ff NOT A RESIDENT EITHER . 

S UPERVISOR LEONARD: 

HE HAPPENS TO BE A GENTLENEN OF THE CLOTH . 

RABBI ASHER SHAPIRO: 

ALTHOUGH I AN A JOHNNY-CONE-LATELY, PERHAPS YOU HAVE WONDERED IF 
Y OU LIVED HERE FORTY OR THIRTY YEARS WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CONNUNITY. 
DID THE OLD-TINERS DO ANYTHING, OR DID THEY BREED THE SLUNS. PER
HAPS YOU DO NEED A JOHNNY-CONE-LATELY TO SHOW OBJECTIVELY WHAT 
SH OULD BE DONE. 

I CANE WITHOUT PREPARED NOTES, BUT AS I LISTENED TO SONE OF THE 
HYSTERIA TONIGHT I COULDN 1 T HELP BUT CORRECT SONE OF THE INACCUR
A CIES ABOUT THE REFERENDUN. Jou KNOW WHY WE CANE HERE TONIGHT. 
TH IS IS THE TINE TO LET YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS KNOW ABOUT THE EVILS 
THAT COULD HAVE BEEN CORRECTED WITH THE ZONING LA W. ONE OF THE 
GENTLENEN WHO HANDED A BALLOT BOX, A POLL THAT WAS SUPPOSED TO CON 
TAIN FOUR HUNDRED AND THIRTEEN OPINIONS, FOUR HUNDRED AGAINST AND 
TH IRTEEN IN FAVOR. I HAPPENED TO BE LOCATED IN SEVERAL 0 F THE 
ST ORES IN THE AREA WHEN REPRESENTATIVES CANE IN AND NO ONE CANE 
OVER TO GET NY OPINION. OBVIOUSLY IT IS A POLL ANONGST SELECTIVE 
CLIENTELE AND I WOULD LIKE TO GO THROUGH THIS AND SEE IF EVERYONE 
HA D A CHANCE TO ANSWER . 

WE HAVE HAD SONE OF OUR PEOPLE HOLD UP COPIES OF THE UNITED 
S TATES CoNSTITUTION, AND WAVED IT AROUND AND SAID A ZONING LAW 
WOULD CONTRADICT AND TAKE AWAY THE RIGHTS OFFERED TO US UNDER THE 
CONSTITUTION. I THINK ANY INTERPRETATION OF THE CoNSTITUTION WHICH 
ALLOWS THE BREEDING OF SLUNS IS A PERVERTED INTERPRETATION, AND 
CERTAINLY NOT WHAT THE FOUNDING FATHERS HAD IN NIND WHEN THEY WROTE 
A CONSTITUTION WHICH ALLOWS FOR PREGRESS AND THE ENCOURAGENENT OF 
GOOD LIVING IN THE CONNUNITY. 

ONE OF THE INACCURATE STATENENTS TONIGHT WAS THAT THE FARNER 
CAN 1 T SELL HIS OWN PRODUCE . AcCORDING TO THE ZONING LAW, A FARNER 
CAN SELL HIS OWN PRODUCE . ZoNING DOES NOT PREVENT A NAN FRON 
CARRYING ON THE BUSINESS HE HAS A RIGHT TO CARRY ON . THE CoNSTITU
TION OF THE UNITED STATES ALSO CARRIES OUT CERTAIN PROCESSES OF LA W 
WHICH ARE CONNUNAL IN NATURE, BECAUSE IT IS SO CLOSELY RELATED WITH 
THE WORDS CONNUNIST, THE WHOLE CONCEPT OF ENINENT DONAIN IS IN THE 
CONSTITUTION, IT IS ADNINISTERED IN A CONNUNAL PROCEDURE . ANYONE 

' I 
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(RABBI AsHER SHAPIRo) : -

WHO HA S A GRIPE THE ZONI NG LAW GIVES A RECOURSE . IT IS QUITE A 
SIHPLE PROCEDURE TO GET A ZONING PERHIT~ AND HAVE RECOURSE TO THE 
OPINION OF A JUDGE IN THE EVENT A PERSON IS DISPLEASED WITH THE 
ZONING COHHISSION . 
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I HAVE HEA RD A LOT OF WORDS ABOUT THE WORD FREEDOH . I WONDER WHAT 
THEY HEAN . Is IT FREEDOH TO DESECRATE OUR COHHUNITY, TO HAKE IT THE 
CESSPOOL, OR IS IT THE FREEDOH FROH THESE THINGS TO HOLD OUR HEADS 
UP HIGH AND SHOW OUR CHILDREN WE CAN HAVE A GOOD COHHUNITY . 

SonE OF THE STATEHENTS HADE WERE THAT ZONING WOULD NOT CORRECT 
THE SLUH CONDITIONS . OF COURSE THEY WON'T~ IT ' S TOO LATE . WE SHOULD 
HA VE PASSED THE ZONING LAW A LONG TIHE AGO~ BUT AT LEAST PASSING A 
ZO NING LAW NOW WILL PREVENT THE CONDITION FROH GETTING WORSE . 

I WAS ON A SURVEY WITH SOHE OF YOUR PEOPLE ON THE SLUH CONDITIONS 
OF THE AREA AND I WONDER WHAT WOULD HAVE HAPPENED IF JESUS AND 

~ 

ftO SES WERE WITH US. GENTLEHEN~ I URGE THAT YOU PASS THE ZONING , [ 
ORDINANCE. 

11R . HENRY VAIL : 

IN 1939~ I CAHE TO RIVERHEAD. I DIDN 1 T LIVE HERE AT THE TIHE~ BUT 
JoE PUGSLEY AND HYSELF TOOK A PIECE OF LAND ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
HOT EL . AT THAT TIHE~ THE NEAREST HOUSE WAS JOHN~ THE LAWYER WHICH 
WAS BLEAST A THOUSAND FEET FROH HE . HERE IT IS L959 . AT THAT TIHE 
WHEN YOU HAD THE REFERENDUH I WAS AGAINST ZONING . I THOUGHT IT WAS 
TA KING EVERYTHING FROH US~ BUT I SEE THINGS IN A DIFFERENT LIGHT. 

AT THE PRESENT TIHE I HAVE A CHINESE WALL ON THE EAST OF HE~ AND 
ON THE OTHER SIDE I HAVE A DESERT. WHEN WE BOUGHT THAT LOT IT WAS 1: 

A RESIDENTAL SECTION~ AND THE HAN THAT WAS PUSHING THE LAND SAID ~ 
WAN TED A LOVELY BUNCH OF HONES~ THE FINEST HONES IN RIVERHEAD . I 
DON 1 T THINK IT 1 S FALLEN TOO FAR SHORT OF HWAT HE WANTED . AT THE 
PRESENT TIHE I HAVE A CHINESE WALL ON ONE SIDE~ A GIN-HILL ACCROSS 
THE STREET~ AND A DENTIST ON THE OTHER SIDE . IN THE SUHHERTIHE 
YOU 1 RE ANNOYED WITH THE TRUCKS STARTING AND STOPPING AT ALL HOURS IN 
THE NIGHT . IF WE HAD ZONING~ THAT PIECE OF LAND UP THERE WOULDN 1 T 
BE LISTED AS INDUSTRIAL NOW . IT WOULD HAVE TO BE RESIDENTIAL BECAU& 
IT WAS LAID OUT AS J1YRUS PARK . So~ I ' n IN FAVOR THAT WE HAVE ZONING 
FR OH SAID EXPERIENCE~ CON 1 T LET IT HAPPEN TO YOU . A LOT FEET SAFE 
AT THE PRESENT TIHE, BUT YOU 1 RE NOT UNTIL YOU HAVE ZONING . A LOT 
OF PEOPLE WILL SAY~ REGULATION TAKES ALL THE PRIVILEGES AND YOU DON~ 
HA VE THE CONSTITUTION BEHIND YOU . WOULD YOU DRIVE YOUR CAR WITHOUT 
INS URANCE? You HAVE TO HAVE A LICENSE . NoBODY KICKS ABOUT THAT~ 
WHY ARE YOU KICKING ABOUT ZONING? AT THE LAST HEETING I HENTIONED~ 
AND I WILL HENTION AGAIN OUR GoD GIVEN WATER SYSTEH ON LoNG ISLAND 

~ I ' IS FAST L Y BEING POLLUTED BY DETERGENTS AND OTHER THINGS . T S C~ING 
THROUGH THE TOP OF HY PROPERTY AND GOING I NTO THE RIVER AND INTO TEE 
OCEAN . I THINK THERE SHOULD BE SOHETHING IN THE ZONING LAWS TO 

1
. 

CLEAR UP THE HATTER TO HOLD THE WATER IN THE GROUND . AFTER ALL~ 
LO NG ISLAND WOULD BE A DESERT ALL OVER IF WE DIDN 1 T HAVE DRINKING 

WATER . 
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!1R. EDWARD PURCELL : 

I'n IN THE SIGN BUSINESS . ANY SIGN I PUT UP HAS TO GO BEFORE THE 
BoARD OF APPEALS WHICH IS VERY NICE . BuT I HAVE A HAN IN SOUTHOLD 
T oWN . IT ONLY TOOK HE EIGHT WEEKS TO PUT UP A SIGN FOR HIH DUE TO 
THE FACT THAT I HAD TO APPEAR BEFORE THE BOARD OF APPEALS . Now, IF 
THAT IS A GOOD WAY OF LIVING ALL RIGHT, IF THEY WANT TO RUN HY BUSI-
NESS, I ' LL SELL THE BUSINESS TO THE TOWN, AND THEY CAN TAKE CARE OF 

I T. IF THEY WANT THE WHOLE THING I HAVE A SET PRICE . You CAN QUOTE 
NE A PRICE ON THE PREPERTY TOO . I'LL NOVE SOHE PLACE ELSE . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

THE TOWN ISN 1 T INTERESTED IN PURCHASING THE PROPERTY, BUT IF YOU 
WERE GOING TO HOVE YOU WOULD HAVE TO NOVE A LONG WAY AWAY TO GET AWAY 
FR ON ZONING . 

l1R . EDWARD PURCELL: 

I T 1 S ONE OF THE BEST TOWNS IN THE COUNTY WITHOUT IT. 

11R . REUBEN RYAN: 

I 1 LL START OUT BY TELLING YOU THAT I HAVEN 1 T A GREAT DEAL TO SAY . 
I S UPPOSE THERE IS NO PROPOSITION THAT CANNOT BE ARGUED BOTH WAYS, 
AND I AH SURE YOU WILL FIND A VERY FINE GROUP OF PEOPLE ON EITHER 
SIDE OF A GREAT NUHBER OF ARGUHENTS. 

I AH GOING TO TAKE THE SAHE POSITION J1R. LEONARD HAS TAKEN . I 
WON 1 T TELL YOU HOW I FEEL ON ZONING, BUT I WOULD LIKE TO SAY Y OU 
NUS T NOT OPERATE UNDER THE ILLUSI ON THAT ZONING IS A ECONOHY NEASURE . 
I DON 1 T THINK ANYBODY WOULD INTEND THAT. You CAN EXPECT AN CONTINUA L 
IN CREASE IN TAXES . THIS ToWN BOARD NUST TAKE UNTO ITSELF THE OBLIGA
TI ON TO SET UP IN OFFICE ABLE PERSONS, NOT SINPLY RETIRED OR SENI 
RETIRED OR OTHER WISE PART TIHE AVAILABLE PERSONS TO HANDLE THE PRO
POS ITION YOU HAVE STATED ARE SO InPORTANT . 

A s YOU PROBABLY KNOW, I AH IN BUSINESS IN THE WEST END OF RIVERHEAD 
TOWN, AND I HAVE SOHE DEALING WITH A ZONING PROPOSITION IN THE ADJOI~ 
ING TOWN . I SPENT ALL OF THIS NORNING TO SECURE A RENEWAL OF A SIN
PLE LITTLE SIGN PERHIT . THIS PROBLEH ISN 1 T NECESSARY, BUT I HA D TO 
LEAVE HY BUSINESS AND DRIVE SOHE DISTANCE AWAY . I WENT TO THIS 
OFFICE AND ANNOUNCED THE PURPOSE OF HY CALL AND STOO D BY . A VERY 
RESPECTABLE ELDERLY FLAT-FOOTED HAN TOOK IT POSSIBLY UNDER ADVIS EHENT. 
I ACTED VERY UNCONCERNED AND LOOKED AROUND THE ROOH AND OUT THE WIN
DOW AND EXTREHELY PATIENT . IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT . I THINK IT WAS 
FULLY 45 HINUTES BEFORE I LEFT THAT PLACE HAVING PAID A HERE EIGHT 
DOLLARS AND AL L THAT HAP PENED WAS A PERNIT WAS ISSUED BASED ON A 
ftATTER WHICH HAD BEEN SETTLED A HONTH AGO . THESE THINGS ARE THE 
REALITIES . I THINK YOU SHOULD BE PREPARED FOR THEft. 

I Aft SURE OUR TOWN BOARD WILL CERTAINLY BE FACED WITH THE PROBLEft 
OF ELIHINATING A SITUATION SUCH AS THIS TO KEEP OUR GOOD PEOPLE HAPPY • , 1 

THIS IS THEN THE EXTENT OF HY HESSAGE, AND DIRECTED TO THE TOWN B OARD 

AND YOU FO L KS WHO WANT TO LISTEN . 

I I 

I 
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NR. AUGUST HANSEN : 

I HAVE A LITTLE CONPLAINT TO NAKE ABOUT AN ORDINANCE AND CLEANING 
UP IN RIVERHEAD. I AN ALSO TAXPAYER. Do YOU KNOW WHERE I LIVE? NoT 
VERY FAR FROn THERE~ THERE WAS A NAN BURNED TO DEATH IN A LITTLE 
SHACK DOWN THERE. WELL ~ RIGHT AFTER THAT THERE WAS A BUNCH OF 
RUBBISH AND JUNK NOVED ON THE SANE NAN'S PROPERTY UP BEHIND WHERE 
WE LIVE~ AND THERE IS A PILE OF IT IN THERE. WELL~ I SPOKE TO HIN 
ONE DAY~ AND SAID~ " WHAT IS THE IDEA OF PILING UP ALL THAT JUNK FRON 
THE HOUSES THERE? 11 HE SAID. " You WON ' T SEE IT WHEN THE LEAVES GET 
ON THE TREES~ YOU WON ' T BE ABLE TO SEE IT.

11 Now~ THE ONLY NATTER OF 
FACT, YOU PUT A NATCH TO IT AND ALL THE HOUSES WOULD BE BURNED R IGHT 
UP THERE AND ALL THE STUFF LAYING IN THERE . 

I WOULD SAY~ I ' N HUNDRED PERCENT FOR ZONING. I LIVED IN A TOWN FOR 
35 YEARS~ AND ALSO PRESIDENT OF THE CIVIC ASSOCIATION~ AND HAD A LOT , I 

TO DO WITH ZONING AND ORDINANCE THROUGH THE TOWN~ AND~ THAT ISN'T 
GO ING TO HURT ANYBODY HERE IN RIVERHEAD . I AN SURE IF THE ZONING IS 
RUN RIGHT AND BY THE PROPER WAY~ AND PEOPLE THE CONNITTEE SET UP TO 
INSPECT AND REGULATE IT . I AN HUNDRED PERCENT FOR ZONING . 

NR . ROBERT EDWARDS: 

I HAVE JUST A PERSONAL PROBELN I WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT . I HAVE A 
HOUSE TRAILER SET IDLE TEN NONTHS OF THE YEAR. A SnALL ONE, AND TWO 
nO NTHS OF THE YEAR I TAKE IT ABOUT 7 niLES UP AND PARK IT ON THE 
BEA CH FOR THE sunnER . Now~ WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN WHEN YOU PUT THE 
ZONING THROUGH? An I GOING TO HAVE TO GET RID OF THE TRAILER? WHEN 
I TAKE IT TO ONE LOCATION AND nOVE IT BACK YOUR NOT GOING TO LET nE 
noVE IT BACK AS I UNDERSTAND BECAUSE THE WATER WILL RUIN IT IN THE 

WINTER . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

Do YOU OWN THE PIECE OF PROPERTY DOWN A T THE BEACH? 

HR . ROBERT EDWARDS : 

No ~ NY PARENTS DO . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

Do YOU LIVE IN THE TRAILER? 

11R . ROBERT EDWARDS: 

No , IT STAYS IN nY YAR D BEHIND THE HOUSE. 
nONTHS OUT OF THE YEAR~ ONLY TWO noNTHS. 

IT'S NOT OCCUPIED TEN 

• I 
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ffR. ALDEN YOUNG: 

IN THE INTERPRETATION IT SAYS THAT NOBILE HONES OR OTHER STRUCT
URES ON WHEELS IF USED FOR BUSINESS OR LIVING PURPOSES SHALL BE 
CONSIDERED A HOUSE OR BUILDING . As LONG AS IT 1 S VACANT~ IT IS NOT. 
DoES THAT ANSWER YOUR QUESTION? 

ffR. ROBERT EDWARDS: 

THEN I WILL BE ALLOWED TO TAKE IT BACK AND FORTH? 

S UPERVISOR LEONARD: 

YES . IT IS THE SANE AS YOUR AUTONOBILE . 

ffR. GEORGE SffELTZER: 

IT IS CLAINED THAT ZONING WOULD INPROVE OUR WELFARE, OUR SAFETY~ 
NAYBE OUR NORALS. I UNDERSTAND THAT ZONING IS LEGAL BECAUSE OF fl!E 
PO LICE POWER OF THE STATE. So~ HAS THE ToWN BoARD SEEN FIT TO I N
QUIRE OF THE OTHER To WNS OF SuFFOLK CoUNTY. HAVE THERE BEEN LESS 
HIGHWAY ACCIDENTS, LESS DEATHS THROUGH FIRES? ARE THE PEOPLE SAFER~ 
HEALT~R . DoES THE PUBLIC HEALTH RECORD SHOW THAT PEOPLE IN ZONED 
TOWNS HAVE BETTER HEALTH RECORDS THAN PEOPLE IN TO WNS NOT ZO NED . 
DoCTOR RAFLE ANSWERED THAT~ HE HAS THE INFORNATION IN HIS OFFICE. 
HA S THE ZONING BOARD INQUIRED INTO SUCH INFORNATION TO GUIDE THEN-

SELVES ? 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

I CAN'T ANSWER FOR THE ZoNING CoNNISSION . 

ffR . GEORGE SNELTZER: 

THEY HAVEN'T INQUIRED. WHY HAVE THEY 
VOTES SHOW 400 NO. BUT~ IT 1 S NOT GOOD. 
A CESSPOOL? WHY DID THEY CONE AND DIVE 
THEY STAY WHERE THEY WERE BEFORE ? 

S UPERVISOR LEONARD : 

WASTED ALL THIS TINE ? THESE 
WHY DO SONE PEOPLE CALL . IT 

IN THE CESSPOOL ? WHY DIDN 1 T 

Is THAT A DIRECTED QUESTION TO SONEONE? You WILL HAVE TO ASK THE 
PEOPLE . I AN NOT QUALIFIED TO ASK IF ANYONE HAS DIVED INTO A CESS-

POOL . 

ffR. GEORGE SNELTZER: 

THE JoHNNY-CONE-LATELY SAID THIS ToWN IS A CESSPOOL~ AND HE CANE 
IN HERE OF HIS OWN FREE WILL . WoULD IT BE ANY HELP TO THE To WN 
BOARD TO BE GUIDED BY THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE. THE FARN BuREAU 

I I 



REPORT WAS A GOOD GUIDE. How WOULD IT BE IF WE HAD A STANDING VOTE 
AND HEAR THOSE WHO ARE AGAINST ZONING . THOSE WHO ARE AGAINST ZONI~ 
NAY STAND, AND THOSE WHO ARE IN FAVOR STAND AFTERWARDS. THAT WOULD 
HELP . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

ARE YOU ASKING NE FOR PERNISSION? You NAY ASK THE PEOPLE TO 

STAND . 

NR. GEORGE SNELTZER : 

I HAVEN 1 T THE RIGHT TO ASK THE PEOPLE TO STAND. 
YOU HAVEN 1 T FORNED AN OPINION. I 1N TRYING TO HELP 
OPINION. IF YOU GIVE THAT PERNISSION. ftAY I? 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

CERTAINLY . 

NR . GEORGE SNELTZER : 

You SAID BEFORE 
YOU FORN AN 

WITH THE SUPERVISOR 1 S PERNISSION, I AN ASKING PEOPLE IN FAVOR OF 

ZO NING TO PLEASE STAND . 

ABOUT 60% OF ATTENDANCE STANDING . 

I NOW ASK FOR THE PEOPLE AGAINST ZONING TO STAND . 

ABOUT 40% OF ATTANDANCE STANDING. 

GENTLENEN OF THE BoARD, HAVE THE PEOPLE HELPED TO GUIDE YO U IN 

Y OUR DECISION? 

S UPERVISOR LEONARD : 

WE WILL TAKE IT UNDER ADVISENENT AT THIS TINE. 

NR. JOHN RIESDORPH: 

NR . SuPERVISOR, NENBERS oF THE BoARD, FRIENDS, I AN A JoHNNY
coNE-LATELY, BUT I PROBABLY HAVE AN AXE TO GRIND BECAUSE I HAVE A 
PIECE OF PROPERTY. I THOUGHT I WAS OOING TO BUILD ON IT . IF THE 
ZONING GOES THROUGH I HAVE TO GET A PERNIT. I VOTED AGAINST ZONING 
WHEN IT CANE UP TEN YEARS AGO, BUT SINCE THEN I HAVE CHANGED NY 
NIND . I HAVE FOUND OUT AS THE GOOD DOCTOR SAID, THAT INSTEAD OF 
THINKING OF OUR INDIVIDUAL TROUBLES WE SHOULD THINK OF THE To wN. 
IN NY CAPACITY AS SUPERINTENDENT OF THE RIVERHEAD WATER DISTRICT, 
IT HAS BEEN VERY FORCEABLY PUT UPON NE . HENRY VAIL, SPOKE ABOUT 
THE CONDITION WE HAVE HAD. As SuPERINTENDENT OF THE WATER DISTRICT, 

, I 
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J HAVE LOST A LOT OF SLEEP, AND I THINK THE TOWN BOARD HAS LOST A LOT 
OF SLEEP . IT IS A CONDITION WHICH IF WE HAD ZONING, WE NEVER WOULD 
HA VE . DoCTOR RAFLE HAS BEEN QUITE WORRIED ABOUT IT. 

I HEARD A LOT OF INSINUATIONS ABOUT GRAFT IN ZONING, AND IT SEENS 
TO NE THAT IS ALL UNCALLED FOR, BECAUSE IF THERE IS GOING TO BE ANY 
GRAFT IN ZONING, IT 1 S GOING TO BE BECAUSE A NAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE 
WISH IT, BECAUSE THE NAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE ELECT YOUR TOWN OFFICERS. 
ANOTHER THING, I ADNIT IT DOES TAKE AWAY SONE OF OUR CIVIL RIGHTS~ 
BUT BY THE SAnE TOKEN I SEE OLD FACES HERE . SanE YEARS AGO WHEN THE 
COUNTY TOOK OVER ROANOKE AVENUE, THAT nEANT WE HAD NOTHING NORE TO DO 
WITH ROANOKE AVENUE, AND I NEVER HEARD ANYBODY COnPLAIN ABOUT IT. 
YET, IT TOOK AWAY OUR RIGHTS. THE SANE THING HAPPENED WITH ffAIN 
STREET. I RENENBER BACH IN 1937, ATTENDING A nEETING SiniLAR TO 
TH IS WHEN THEY WANTED TO PUT A SEWER DISPOSAL PLANT IN RIVERHEAD. 
A VERY WELL KNOWN LAWYER GOT UP. HE WAS GOING TO GET AN INJUNCTION. 
THERE WERE ALnOST FIST FIGHTS, BUT THEY PUT THE DISPOSAL IN AND 
R I GHT NOW WE ARE A nODEL FOR ANYTHING OUTSIDE OF NASSAU CoUNTY. IF 
WE DON 1 T PUT ZONING IN, WE ARE GOING TO HAVE LOTS nORE TROUBLE. 
AL THOUGH I HAVE VOTED AGAINST IT~ I HAVE SEEN THE LIGHT AND I ASK 
THE TowN BoARD TO PASS IT. 

THEODORE HAUPT : 

I An AGAINST ZONING. ARE YOU GOING TO CLEAR THE SLUNS UP THAT 

ARE IN NOW ? 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

I WILL SAY THIS . IN NY OPINION WE CANNOT DO ANYTHING TO ELININATE 
THO SE THAT ARE HERE~ BUT WE CAN PREVENT THE GROWTH OF THOSE THAT ARE 
ALREADY IN EXISTANCE~ AND PREVENT ANY OTHERS FROn DEVELOPING . 

NR . THEODORE HAUPT: 

Y ou STILL HAVE THE SLUNS IN TOWN . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

THAT IS TRUE, BUT THERE IS NO POSSIBLE WAY TO ELiniNATE THEn AT 
THE PRESENT TINE, BUT WE CAN PREVENT THEN FRON GROWING . 

NR. REGINALD YOUNG : 

' I 

CONDON SniTH~ WROTE NE A LETTER LAST JULY~ ASKING NE TO CONE TO 
HIS OFFICE AND GIVE HIN I NFORNA T ION ON A P IECE OF LAND OVER AT I , 

SoUTHAnP TON . I HAVE THAT LETTER WITH nE . HE nENTIONED NO con
PENSATION OR ANYTHING, BUT I T WOULD HAVE TAKEN nY TINE TO CHANGE nY 
CLOTHES AND GO TO Hin AND GIVE Hin THE INFORnATION HE REQUESTED. 
Now THE INFORNATION I FINALLY CALLED HIN, AND HE GAVE nE THE INFOR
nATION THE VERY INFORnATION I GAVE Hin, HE NADE nONEY . IN OTHER 
WORDS, , HE IS FOR ZONING, AND I An AGAINST. HE IS THE TYPE OF PERSON ' 



71 
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WHO WILL UTILIZE OTHER PEOPLE ' S INFORHATION AND RECEIVE THE COHPENSA
TION FOR I T ••. 

NENBER OF THE AUDIENCE: 

ftR . CHA I RHAN , AS A PARTNER OF ftR . SniTH, I OBJECT TO ANY REFERENCE 
TO PERSONALITIES AT THIS HEETING . 

NR . REGINALD YOUNG : 

I ' n SORRY THAT I BROUGHT IT UP, BUT ONE FACT I WANT TO BRING OUT, 
THAT IS THIS. PEOPLE THAT ARE FOR ZONING ARE THE ONE ' S THAT CANNOT 
REALIZE THAT A PERSON NEEDS HELP IN OTHER THINGS . TIE LOWLY CLASS 
OF PEOPL E NEEDS HELP. IN OTHER WORDS THEY HAVE . HE DOESN

1
T COH

PENSATE PEOPLE IN NY CASE . HE USED HE, NY I NFORHATION TO HAKE NON~ 'I 
AND I ' D LIKE TO SAY AT THIS TINE THAT ANY LAWS THAT HAVE BEEN BROUGHT 
UP HERE TONIGHT ARE LAWS OF HAN . IN NY CASE I ' D LIKE TO BRING UP TilE 
LAWS OF THE GooD LORD HinSELF, AND THAT IS LOVE THEY NEIGHBOR AS 
THYSELF . ALL NIGHT THERE HAS BEEN A SLUH QUESTION HOSTLY AS FOR 
ZO NING . Now I WONDER HOW HANY PEOPLE ARE FOR ZONING THAT HAVE GONE 
IN WITH OLD CLOTHES ON AND GONE AHONGST THOSE PEOPLE THAT THEY WISH 
TO HELP . AND, HOW HANY HAVE GONE UP THERE AND TRIED TO UNDERSTAND 
AND HELP THOSE PEOPLE, EAT WITH THOSE PEOPLE THAT NEED THE HELP? 
PERHAPS SOHE, YES, BUT ON THE OTHER HAND I HAVE WORKED WITH PEOPLE 

AND I UNDERSTAND THE SITUATIONS . 
Now, NY I DEA IS THIS . WE NEED NO LAWS . THE LAWS OF LOVE THY 

NEIGHBOR IS SUFFICIENT, AND CONSEQUENTLY IF YOU BRING UP ZONING YW ~ ~ 
BRING UP ALL KINDS OF BAD FEELING AHONGST US. WHY IT

1
S ALL RIGHT 

IF YOU WANT THAT . THAT IS YOUR AFFAIRS, BUT IN NY CASE, AND I'D 
HU CH RATHER LIVE WITH NY PEOPLE WITH LOVE IN NY HEART . ALTHOUGH IN 
THE CASE OF REG THERE THAT IS HIS WAY OF DOING THINGS NOT NINE . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

You ARE OUT OF ORDER. DoN ' T BRING IN PERSONALITIES. CoNTIN UE ON 

WI TH ZONING . 

NR . REGINALD YOUNG : 

WELL, IN OTHER WORDS I THINK THE SITUATION IS THIS . IF WE ARE 
GOING TO HELP THE PEOPLE IN SLUHS, I THINK IT SHOULD BE DONE FROH 
THE HEART . THAT IS THE WAY THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS WANTED IT, 
AND IT SHOULDN' T BE LAWS THAT FORCE PEOPLE TO HELP . WHERE THOSE 
WHO A RE NO T FOR IT WA NT T O HEL P THEN RIGHT ALONG . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

WE SHA LL N OW HAVE ANOTHER FIVE HINUTE RECESS . 

ftEETING AGAIN CALLED TO ORDER AFTER FIVE HINUTE RECESS . 

I 
I I 
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!1R. PAUL BROWN: 

I WOULD LIKE TO FINISH UP. THERE WAS AN ARTICLE CONTAINING PROPffi
ED CHANGES OR AHENDHENTS TO THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON ZONING. DATELINE 
HUNTING TON: THE TOWN 1 S HOUSING ORDINANCE WHICH IF ENACTED WOULD 
HAND BUILDING INSPECTORS SWEEPING AUTHORITY OVER EXISTING HOHES AS 
WELL AS NEW CONSTRUCTION. THE 60 PAGE DOCUHENT AS AHENDED TO THE 
S IHPLE ZONING LAW THAT YOU NOW HAVE, THE 60 PAGE DOCUHENT, WOULD GIVE 
BUILDING INSPECTORS POWER TO DEHAND ANY REPAIR THEY DEEHED AS DUEro 
THE SOCIAL OR ECONOHIC DECLINE OF THE TOWN. THAT COVERS ABOUT EVERY
THING INSIDE OR OUTSIDE YOUR HOHE OR HOUSE. 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

THAT AUTHORITY WAS TURNED DOWN. 

!1R . PAUL BROWN: 

I ' n SAYING, HOW IT 1 S POSSIBLE TO GET THIS STUFF. I'n TRYING TO 
FI ND OUT WHAT CAN HAPPEN HERE IF WE SO DESIRE TO GO THROUGH WITH IT, 
OR IF YOU SO DESIRE. ONE HOHE OWNER 1 S TO HAINTAIN THE HOHE, LANDLORD 
TO PROVIDE TEHPERATURE SUFFICIENT, SUFFICIENT SLEEPING SPACE, HOT AND ' 
CO LD RUNNING WATER. THESE ARE ONLY PART OF THE LONG LIST. ALSO IN
CLUDED WAS THE AUTHORITY OF THE INSPECTOR TO ORDER THE PAINTING OF 
HO HES INSIDE OR OUT. THIS IS A FAIR EXAHPLE OF HOW THIS SO CALLED 
S IHPLE SET OF ORDINANCES CAN AND WILL CHANGE IF ENACTED. WE RAISE 
OBJEC TIONS TO THE AUTHORITY TO SUBHIT THE ISSUES OF ZONING OR ANY 
OTHER ISSUE PROVIDED THE TAXPAYERS WERE GIVEN THEIR INHERENT RIGHT 
TO APPROVE OR DISAPPROVED OF THE ISSUE AND USE THE BALLOT IN 'IH E 
VO TING BOOTH. THIS HAS BEEN OUR RIGHT SINCE THE ToWN WAS FOUNDED IN 
1792 . IT HAS STOOD THE TEST OF TIHE AND PROVEN TO OUR COHHUNITY ~ 
VERY STRUCTURE OF THE FEDRRAL, STATE, COUNTY AND TOWN LAWS WERE WISE
LY SET UP TO PROVIDE FREEDOH, FREE ASSEHBLY, FREE SPEECH AND THE 
VOTERS RIGHT BY BALLOT TO HAKE THE FINAL DECISION. REHOVE ANY ONE 
OF 'JHESE AND ONE BY ONE THE REST OF THE STRUCTURE WILL FALL APART AND 
TURN INTO A DICTATORSHIP FORH OF GOVERNHENT. THE LAW SAYS THEY CAN 
NO LONGER HAVE A VOTE BY BALLOT DUE TO ZONING ACT CHANGES. IN 1950 

THE ToWN BOARD PRESENTED THE ZONING ISSUE UNDER THE SAHE EXISTING 
LAWS AND CONDUCTED AN ADVISORY POLL. AT THAT TIHE THE TAXPAYERS 
TURNED IT DOWN. THE TOWN BoARD WENT ALONG WITH THEIR WISHES AND 
DID NOR FORCE ZONING UPON THEft, ALTHOUGH THEY HAD THE POWER TO DO SO. 
THE SAHE AS YOU HAVE. IN OTHER WORDS, THERE IS NOTHING IN THE LAW 
TO PREVENT THIS ToWN BOARD FROH TAKING AN ADVISORY POLL AND ABIDING 
BY THAT VOTE IF THEY CARE TO DO SO. THAT IS ONE OF THE REASONS WE 
PRESENTED THAT QUESTION IN OUR PETITION. WE SEEK GOD 1 S mESSING AND 
GUIDANCE UPON ALL OF YOU. ONCE WE HAVE ARRIVED AT A DECISION WE WILL· 
AND CAN GO FORWARD TO HAKE RIVERHEAD A BETTER PLACE TO LIVE. THANK 

YOU. THAT'S ALL I HAVE TO SAY. 

I I 

• I 



73 

REVEREND HERBERT PERRY, JR. : 

IN CASE ANYONE HAS TAKEN A COUN T FROH THE PREVIOUS VOTE I FOUND 
THAT I WAS SITTING WHEN I SHOULD HAVE BEEN STANDING. I A~ AFRAID 
THAT THERE HAY BE SOHE HISUNDERSTANDING REGARDING OUR SLUH CLEAR
ANCE COHHITTEE AND I RISE TO CLARIFY FOR YOU. PLEASE UNDERSTAND, 
WE ARE UNDER NO ILLUSION THAT A ZONING ORDINANCE WILL CLEAR OUR 
COHHUNITY OF SLUHS, BUT WE DO RECOGNIZE THAT AS BEING A NECESSARY 
PREREQUISITE FOR ANY SLUH CLEARANCE PROGRAH . WE HAVE A PROGRAH FOR 
SLUH CLEARANCE THAT HAS THREE PRONGS. ANY ONE OF THESE THREE PRONGS 
IF FRUSTRATED WITHOUT ZONING. AT THE LAST HEETING OF OUR COHHITTEE, 
LET HE ILLUSTRATE. WE TOOK IT UPON OURSELVES TO INVILE THREE OF THE 
LANDLORDS INVOLVED IN SLUH CLEARANCE PROBLEHS TO ATTEND OUR HEETING. 
THEY VERY GRACIOUSLY DID SO, AND WE WERE PLEASED AND WE READ TO THEH 

T I I OUR REPORT AND OUR FINDINGS IN THEIR PARTICULAR AREA. HEY FOUND 
NOTHING WRONG WITH OUR FINDINGS, AND THEY EVEN AGREED TO ABIDE BY 
THE BASIC SUGGESTIONS THAT WE HAD TO HAKE . Now~ FIND THAT WITH THE 
PRESENT LANDLORDS WE CAN COOPERATE OR THEY WILL COOPERATE WITH US. 
THEY ARE WILLING AND COOPERATIVE, BUT IF WE WORK WITH THESE PEOPLE, 
THIS GROUP AND BEGIN TO HAKE SOHE PROGRESS TOWARD SLUH CLEARANCE 
AND THE IHPROVEHENT OF HOUSING, WHAT DO WE DO WITH FIVE OR SIX 
OTHERS THAT ALL OF A SUDDEN HUSHROOH. WITHOUT ZONING WE HAVE NO 
PROTECTION AGAINST THE SLUHS OCCURRING . THAT FACT IS, THAT ANY 
PRIVATE CITIZEN WHO OWNS PROPERTY CAN EASILY START HIS OWN SLUH, 
UNLESS WE HAVE ZONING. 

Now ANOTHER PRONG IS OUR PROJECT IS TO - WE HAVE A HINISTERS ASSOC
IATION THAT I BELONG TO THAT HAS A PILOT PROGRAH BEING LAUNCHED 
CURRENTLY IN COOPERATION WITH THE NATIONAL AsSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEHENT OF CoLORED PEOPLE. THAT PROGRAH WAS INTENDED TO GO 
DOWN INTO THE ~EE AREAS AND ATTEHPT TO RE-EDUCATE THE PEOPLE THAT 
ARE THERE, SO THAT WHEN THEY DO HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF DECENT FACILI
TIES THEY KNOW HOW TO USE THEH AND BECOHE HORE RESPECTABLE CITIZENS 
OF OUR COHHUNITY. PLEASE UNDERSTAND, WE HAD NO ILLUSIONS ABOUT 
CURING OUR PROBLEH, BUT WE DO WANT TO STRESS THE POINT THAT IT IS A 
NECESSARY PREREQUISITE. 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

THERE IS A GENTLEHEN WHO HADE A REHARK THAT HE WAS NOT A RESIDENT. 
I THOUGHT, IF HE WANTED TO SAY SOHETHING, I WOULD GIVE HIH THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO SAY SOHETHING . 

11R. JAJ1ES C. DELUCA: 

J1y NAHE IS JANES C . DELucA . I CAHE TO LoNG IsLAND IN 1903. I CAHl 
TO PATCHOGUE, WHEN THEY HAD WOOD SIDEWALKS. JUDGE KLEIN AND I BUILT-
500 BUILDINGS IN FLORAL PARK. WE HAD THE SAHE ZONING . ONE, J1R. 
JOHN RUDIKER, WHO HAD A LUHBER YARD, THEY PUT HIH TO THE WALL, ALHO& 
KILLED HIH . I SAID, WHAT ARE YOU DOING HERE? HE SAID, DELUCA, YOU 

I 
I ' 
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(NR . JAffES c. DELUCA):-

CAN HELP ffE. I SAID WHAT IS WRONG WITH THESE BANDITS - NOT THE BANK 
BUT THE PEOPLE ARE PUTTING HE TO THE WALL~ HE SAID . I HAVE NO 
HONEY. I HAVE 500 LOTS. TAKE ANY AffOUNT OF THOSE AND GIVE ffE 
$50~000. I WENT TO CHARLES VAN RoSTRUH. HE's DEAD Now. I SAID~ 
CHARLIE~ CREDIT NR. RUDIKER WITH $50~000 AND CHARGE ffY ACCOUNT. 
THEY ALffOST CHASED HE OUT OF TOWN. 

THE FIRST SIDEWALK I PUT IN IN 1913. THEY DIDN'T WANT A SIDEWALK. 
I WANTED AN INDUSTRY. fty PAYROLL WAS TEN TO FIFTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS 
A WEEK IN FLORAL PARK. I GAffE HERE AND SAID~ I WANT TO PUT UP A 
LUHBER YEAR~ A FOOD PROCESSING PLANT. I HAD THE HONEY TO BURN. I 
COULD SELL AND PRODUCE HONEY. THEY SAID YES. THEY GAVE HE A HIGH 
JOB IN GREENPORT~ PAID A GOOD PRICE AND THEY KNEW WHAT I GAffE IN FOR. 
I PUT A PAYROLL IN TOWN. I SAID I WANT TO PUT UP AN INDUSTRIAL 
BUILDING . YES. YEs. ALL OF A SUDDEN ANOTHER HIGH BRASS SAID 
ANYBODY BOTHER YOU. I SAID NO. ALL OF A SUDDEN BING~ I GOT A 
KNIFE ON BOTH SIDES OF ffY THROAT. IN 1930~ I PUT IN A GARDEN 
APARTffENT TO THE BUILDING DEPARTHENT. HERE IT IS. (DISPLAYING HAPS) 
I WAS REFUSED. I HAVE FIVE TRUCKS STANDING OUT TO THE HERCY OF THE 
WEATHER~ BRAND NEW TRACTOR AND CAR~ ffY HACHINERY STANDING THERE. 
THEY WOULD NO ALLOW HE TO PUT UP A BUILDING. Now THE HIGHWAY IS 
COffiNG AND TAKING AWAY ffY PROPERTY~ AND I WAS COffPELLED TO TAKE 
ANOTHER PIECE OF PROPERTY IN SAYVILLE. I HAD TO BUY A HOUSE TO 
ST ORE ffY LUffBER AND HAD TO BUILD HY HOHE . I HAVE A HOffE IN EASTPORT~ 
VERY SffALL. THEY GAVE HE A SUHHONS AND FINED HE $50 .00 FOR SELLING 
SOHETHING ON WHICH IT 1 S NOT GROWN ON THE SAffE PREffiSES. THAT IS 
WHA T ZONING BRINGS ALL 0 F YOU. 

WE NEED INDUSTRY HERE. THIS IS ONLY DEAD END STREET. WE NEED 
A BRIDGE ACROSS THE SoUND. WE NEED INDUSTRY INTO THE ToWN THAT 
BRINGS IN A PAYROLL. LET THE INDUSTRY COHE AND THOSE PEOPLE WHO 
DIDN'T WISH THE ZONING~ LET THEff GET OUT. 

NR . GRANT ADANS: 

I'D LIKE TO ASK CouNCILLAN BENEDICT A QUESTION. FIRST I WANT TO 
SAY SOffETHING ABOUT THE ZONING FEELING AS I SEE IT HERE. IT'S BEEN 
CONSTANTLY TALK ALL NIGHT LONG TO TRY TO HELP THE SLUH. THE ONLY 
HAN I THOUGHT SPOKE SENSE WAS TO GO WITH THEH~ LIVE WITH THEH. WHAT 
I'H GETTING AT IS COUNCILffAN BENEDICT AND I HAD QUITE A CONVERSATION 
OVER THIS ZONING BUSINESS. I SAID TO JOHNNY~ THERE SEEffS TO ffE TlERE 
SHOULD BE SOffE WAY OF HAVING A VOTE. I SAID I'LL EVEN PAY FOR IT. 
THERE 'S A HAN SAYS HE BELIEVES IT. I'D LIKE TO PUT HY HAND IN HY 
POCKETBOOK AND DO .IT. I ASK Hiff HOW HE FEELS NOW. THERE IS ONLY 
ONE WAY TO DO IT~ A SIHPLE PIECE OF PAPER. THEREFORE~ I'D LIKE TO 
ASK NR. BENEDICT~ HOW HE FEELS ABOUT THAT VOTE NOW. HERE

1
S THE 

TIHE TO GIVE US AN ANSWER. 

GOUNCILNAN BENEDICT: 

IF YOU WANT ffE TO ANSWER~ I WILL. IT WAS THREE HONTHS I THINK~ 
THAT AT A TOWN BOARD ffEETING AT THE TiffE IT WAS PUBLICIZED THE FACT 

I I 
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(CouNCILn.AN BENEDICT):-
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THAT WE DID GO ON RECORD TO FAVOR A REFERENDUn OF SOnE KIND. SINCE 
THAT TinE WE HAVE BEEN .ADVISED BY THE TOWN ATTORNEY~ .AND OTHERS THAT 
SUCH A REFERENDUn COULD NOT BE HAD .AND WE HAVE TO ABODE BY THEIR 
ADVICE. 

NR . GRANT ADANS: 

HAS THERE BEEN A CASE TRIED THAT SAYS IT CAN NOT BE HELD. Do 
YOU HAVE ANY OBJECTION TO nE GETTING AN ATTORNEY. IF I GO TO THE 
SUPREnE COURT AND GET IT WILL YOU ACCEPT IT. I ASK YOU THAT QUEST 
ION. I WILL PAY FOR IT. 

NR . IRVING KAHN: 

I WOULD LIKE TO FINISH WHAT I HAD TO SAY. FARn BUREAU TOOK THAT 
POLL AND IT WASN 1 T A WEIGHTED POLL. PEOPLE WERE NOT CHOSEN AS WE 
WERE LED TO BELIEVE THAT THEY niGHT HAVE BEEN CHOSEN IN THAT FAnOUS 
BAG OVER THERE. I DON 1 T THINK THEY WERE CHOSEN THERE EITHER~ AND I 
DON 1 T THINK THE BOARD BELIEVES THAT. 

ONE THING I WOULD LIKE TO SAY. IN nY SORT OF EXPERIENCE IN 
RIVERHEAD~ NEVER HAVE I COnE ACROSS IN nY YEARS OR THE ~RS OF FARn 
BUREAU THAT ONE nEnBER OF YOUR BOARD~ OR ANYBOD Y ASSOCIATED WI TH 
YOUR BOARD HAS BEEN GUILTY OF ACCEPTING ONE SO LITARY NICKEL THAT 
DIDN 1 T BELONG TO THEn~ AND FOR THAT YOU ARE TO BE COnPLinENTED. NOT 
ONE OF YOU HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH ANYTHING LIKE THAT. So~ LET 1 S NOT 
GET AWAY ON THIS SIDETRACK OF GRAFT. 

WE IN FARn BuREAU DON 1 T HAVE AN AXE TO GRIND. WE ARE A REASON
ABLE FAIR HINDED GROUP OF PEOPLE. WE ARRIVED AT OUR DECISIONS FROn 
THE GRASS ROOTS. KITCHEN CONFERENCES ARE HELD. I THINK BRUNO~ 
YOU KNOW JUST HOW THAT WORKS. FINALLY~ THE nAN WHO REPRESENTS THAT 
AREA COnES AND TELLS US HOW THE FARnER FEELS. AND I SAY TO YOU 
GENTLEnEN TONIGHT THAT I CAN 1T SAY THAT WE REALL Y HEARD ARG UnENTS 
AGAINST ZONING. WHAT WE DID HEAR TONIGHT WAS THE FEAR OF HOW THIS 
IS GOING TO BE ADniNISTERED~ OR WHAT niGHT BE PUT OVER ON THE PEOPLE 
LATER ON. 

Now~ THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING AWARE OF ~OnETHING AND BEING 
INFORnED ABOUT IT IS THE TROUBLE WITH THE RIVERHEAD ORDINANCE. THIS 
IS WHAT I PERSONALLY FEEL IS THE TROUBLE. IF THE TinE WERE TAKEN 
TO INFORn THE PEOPLE - PLENTY OF TinE WERE TAKEN TO INFORn THE 

PEOPLE OF WHAT YOU INTEND TO DO FOR •RIVERHEAD. WHAT THE ORDINANCE 
IS INTENDED TO DO FOR RIVERHEAD~ AND TO SO BOLSTER YOUR ORDINAN CE 
THAT THESE FEARS CAN BE ALLEVIATED. SUCH AS IF IT IS POSSIBLE FOR 
THE BOARD OF APPEALS TO BE ELECTED RATHER THAN TO BE APPOINTED. 

FOR YOUR ADniNISTRATERING OFFICER TO BE ONE WHO WOULD BE IN SO~ 
WAY ELECTED RATHER THAN SELECTED. ]F SOHETHING LIKE THAT COULD BE 
WORKED OUT - IF YOU WOULD RESUBniT THIS AND THIS IS nY FINAL SUGGEST
ION~ IF YOU WOULD RESUBniT THIS TO YOUR ZoNING ConniTTEE WHO HAVE 
PUT IN SO HUCH LABOR IN THIS AND GIVE THIS A LITTLE TinE TO SinHER 
DOWN. BECAUSE I THINK YOU HAVE HAD YOUR POLL TONIGHT. You HAVE HAD 
A REPORT OF THE FAIR POLL WE TOOK~ AND WHETHER THE VOTES IN THAT BAG 
ARE WEIGHTED OR NOT IS NOT TOO InPORTANT, YET THERE nUST BE SIGNA-

TURES THERE AND THEY CAN BE COUNTED. I SUGGEST YOU RESUBHIT THIS 
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TO YOUR COHHITTEE~ AND IN THE HEANTIHE THE VARIOUS GROUPS CAN BE 
CALLED UPON IN EXECUTIVE SESSION TO FIND OUT WHAT THE REAL BEEF 
IS. IN THAT WAY WHEN YOU HAVE YOUR FINAL PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE 
YOU HAKE YOUR DECISION YOU WILL KNOW EXACTLY HOW EVERYBODY FEELS. 
RIGHT NOW~ I DON'T THINK THE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN INFORHED FULLY AS TO 
WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN~ BECAUSE THE ORDINANCE AS IT STANDS TODAY~ 

IS WHAT HAS BEEN VOTED AGAINST AND NOT ZONING. THE ORDINANCE HAS 
BEEN VOTED AGAINST. THERE IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING AWARE 
OF AND BEING INFORHED OF. THE ORDINANCE ITSELF HAS NOT BEEN 
FULLY EXPLAINED. THE ORDINANCE ITSELF HAS NOT BEEN FULLY IHPLE
HENTED. I DON'T THINK IT'S THE BEST ORDINANCE IN THE COUNTY OF 
SUFFOLK~ HOWEVER~ IT IS A JOB WELL DONE ON THE PART OF THAT 
ConniTTEE. 

NR. PAUL BROWN: 

I WANT TO CHALLENGE HIS STATEHENT THAT HE THINKS THEY HIGHT BE 
WEIGHTED. 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

HIS STATEHENT WAS JUST THE OPPOSITE. 

NR. IRVING KAHN: 

I HADE FUN OF IT. 

NR. NORRIS DIANOND: 

I FEEL THE POLL AS TAKEN IS A REPRESENTATION OF HOW THE FARHERS 

FEEL ONLY. 

NR. JOHN KULESA: 

I PRRSONALLY FEEL ZONING IS IN NO HATTER WHAT WE DO OR SAY. 
WHY NOT GIVE US A POLL? WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO LOSE? 

NR. ROHERT STIVERS: 

GENTLEHEN~ I CANNOT CONCEIVE ANY OF YOU HEN HAVING A COHPLETE
LY SETTLED OPINION IN YOURHIND AT THE HOHENT~ OR BEFORE THE 
HEETING. I DON'T THINK ANY OF US TRUTHFULLY BELIEVE THAT. SanE 
OF YOU DID NOT FIND IT CONVENIENT TO BE OUT TO A NUHBER OF THE 
HEETINGS THAT WERE HELD BY THE ZONING PLANNERS. I SAW SOHE OF 
YOU AT CERTAIN HEETINGS~ BUT THERE WERE CERTAIN POINTS THAT WERE 
BROUGHT UP THERE THAT I THINK YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT. I DON'T 

I l 

THINK YOU HAVE THEN BECAUSE CERTAIN INFORHATION WHICH WAS SUPPOSm 
TO BE VERY IHPORTANT WAS LEFT OUT AND WAS NOT CHECKED. I THINK 
PARTICULARLY ABOUT AN ITEH THAT WAS BROUGHT UP IN THE WADING RIVER ' 
HEETING THAT A BUSINESS CONDUCTED IN RIVERHEAD HANUFACTURING THINS 
LIKE SADDLES~ HARNESSES~ LADIES POCKET BO~KS~ BAGS AID THINGS LIKE 
THAT~ THIS WAS NOT DOWN IN THE HINUTES OF THAT HEETING. IT SEEKS 
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AS THOUGH IT WAS A POINT WELL TAKEN. I NOTICE THE SAnE RESTRICT
IONS IN HERE~ THAT IN NO PLACE IN THE TOWN OF RIVERHEAD CAN SUCH 
A BUSINESS BE CONDUCTED. An I RIGHT IN ASSUniNG THAT THE RESTRIC
TION WHICH DO NOT APPEAR OR RATHER PERniT CERTAIN BUSINESS IN THE 
INDUSTRIAL AREA ALSO RESTRI CT THEn IN ALL OTHER AREAS. An I 
CORREC T IN ASSUniNG THAT THE RESTRICTIONS WHICH RESTRICT BUSINESSES 
IN THE INDUSTRIAL AREA~ DOES THAT AUTOnATICALLY RULE THEn OUT OF 
THE ENTIRE TOWNSHIP OF RIVERHEAD? 

HR . ALDEN YOUNG: 

YES~ AND LET US SAY EVEN FURTHER THE OTHER DISTRICTS~ FOR YO UR 
INFORnATION~ ARE LISTED TO SHOW JUST WHAT YOU nAY HAVE . 

HR . ROBERT STIVERS: 

IT DOES SAY OIL~ RUBBER, OR LEATHER GOODS. 

11R . ALDEN YOUNG: 

WE HAVE TAKEN THAT AS BEING OIL~ RUBBER OR LEATHER GOODS 
nANUFACTURED~ AS nEANING THE RAW nATERIAL RATHER THAN THE ASSEnBLY . 
A SADDLE IS AN ASSEnBLY PRODUCT . 

11R . ROBERT STIVERS: 

DoN 1 T YOU THINK THAT THESE RESTRICTIONS SHOULD BE CAREFULLY 
GONE OVER. IN WORKING THIS THING OUT AND THINKING LONG UPON IT~ 
I FIND THERE ARE nANY INDUSTRIES HERE WHICH WOULD BE GOOD AND 
PROPER IN THEIR nODERN WAYS OF DOING THINGS . You HAVE HERE WE 
CAN 1 T HAVE A BLAST FURNACE IN THE TOWN OF RIVERHEAD. I DON 1 T THI~ 
WE HAVE A BLAST FURNACE THIS SIDE OF PENNSYLVANIA~ NOR DO WE HAVE 
A COKE OVEN. 

I FIND OTHER THINGS WHICH I THINK ARE PROPER AND RIGHT. As AN 
EXAnPLE~ IF A FARnER OR OTHER nAN FINDS A DEPOSIT OF CLAY~ I 
BELIEVE HE HAS A RIGHT AND PROPER RIGHT TO USE THIS FOR nAKING 
BRICK AND ANYTHING ELSE . INCIDENTLY TILE WOULD BE USED BY ELECT~C 
FURNACES~ AND I DON 1 T BELIEVE YOU WOULD KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ON 
INSIDE OF A BUILDING WHERE TILE IS BEING nANUFACTURED. TERRA-COTA 
IS THE SAnE THING THAT POTS ARE BEING nADE OF . 

AT THE JAnESPORT nEETING I WAS THE DEVIL 1 S ADVOCATE IN THAT 
CASE . OF THREE PEOPLE THE FIRST PERSON WAS IN FAVOR OF ZONING 
AND WANTS nE TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION. HE SAID~ HE HAD A $30~000 
HOUSE AND SAID HE DIDN 1 T WANT SOnEBODY TO BUILD SOnE LITTLE SHACK 
ALONG SIDE OF Hin AND DEVALUE HIS PROPERTY. AND~ I ASKED THE 
ConniSSION THIS QUESTION~ WILL THIS PRESENT ZONING ORDINANCE 
IF IT GOES IN THIS WAY WILL IT PREVENT A NEIGHBOR FROn BUILDING 
A VERY VERY SnALL HOUSE ON THAT ADJORNING PROPERTY. THE CHAIRnAN 
OF THE conniSSION SAID~ NO~ IT WILL NOT PREVENT THAT NEIGHB OR 
FRan BUILDING A VERY VERY SnALL HOUSE. THE SECOND PERSON IN FAVOR 
OF ZONING SAID~ I DON 1 T WANT SOnEONE TO BE ABLE TO HAVE A PIG PEN 
ALONG SIDE OF nY PROPERTY. I DON 1T LIKE IT. I ASKED THE ZONING 
ConniSSION IF THERE IS ANYTHING IN THE ZONING ORDINANCE TO PREVENT 
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PEOPLE FROH RESIDENCE ONE OR TWO OR FARHING TO RAISE GOATS, GUINEA 
PIGS, OR ORDINARY PIGS . HE SAID, NO, THERE IS NOTHING IN THE 
ORDINANCE WHICH WILL PREVENT THEH FROH DOING SO . 

THE THIRD PERSON IN FAVOR OF ZONING ASKED THIS QUE STION AND HE 
SAID, BELIEVE HE IF WE HAD ZONING WE WOULDN 1 T HAVE THAT FIRE TRAP 
ON RAILROAD AVENUE THERE . AND, HE IS REFERRING TO THE OLD BUILD
ING THERE WHICH IS OLD INDEED . J SAID TO THE CHARIHAN, IS THIS 
THING OR IS THERE ANYTHING IN THE ZONING ORDINANCE WHICH WOULD 
PREVENT ANYTHING FROH BEING TAKEN DOWN . HE SAID NO, THERE IS 
NOTHING IN THE ORDINANCE TO PREVENT THAT . 

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY THIS AND CLOSE . CAN A FARHER OR OWNER IN 
A FARH WHO RUNS A RIDING ACADEHY RENT TO ANOTHER S SADDLE, OR 
HARNESS SHOP? No. NEXT, CAN THE MANUFACTURER SET UP A PLANT TO 
HAKE POCKET BOOKS AND SO FURTH? No. CAN A YOUNG ATTORNEY COHING 
TO RESIDENCE 1, AND PROVIDED HE HAS THE ROOH ON HIS PROPERTY, 
HAINTAIN HIS OFFICE IN A STRUCTURE SEPARATE FROH HIS HOUSE, THE 
ANSWER IS NO. ONE ATTORNEY HAS THE HONOPOLY IN THIS SECTION. CAN 
A FARHER OR PERSON IN RESIDENCE 1 OR 2 OPERATE AN ANTIQUE BUSINESS! 
THE ANSWER No . CAN A FARHER OPERATE AN AIR STRIP? No. EXCLUDED 
BY 205A. CAN A FARHER RENT HIS LAND FOR A CIRCUS OR CARNIVAL? 
THE ANSWER IS, NO. IT IS EXCLUDED FROH FARH USE. How ABOUT A 
BOY? EVERYONE OF YOU HAVE TRAPPED A HUSKRAT, RATHER EXCEPT ffR. 
PIKE . WELL, YOUR SON CAN TRAP HUSKRATS FOR PIN HONEY WITHOUT 
GETTING A JAIL SENTENCE PROVIDING HE DOESN 1 T HANG THE SKINS, AND 
ACCORDING TO THIS ORDINANCE HE IS FACING A SIX HONTHS JAIL SENT
ENCE FOR HANGING THE SKINS. I THINK IT 1 S RIDICULOUS, AND I THINK 
THE WHOLE THING SHOULD BE CHECKED OVER. 

NR. GEORGE SNELTZER: 

THERE WAS AN INSINUATION BEFORE ABOUT A LOADED POLL. A GOOD 
EXAHPLE IS CENTRAL DISTRICT NUHBER TWO WHEN THE AUDIENCE IS LOADED 
WITH TEACHERS. AGAIN, HAY I ASK THE BoARD A DIRECT QUESTION IN

DIVIDUALLY? 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF IT? WE ARE HERE TO DISCUSS ZONING NOT 
TO ANSWER QUESTIONS . IF IT 1 S INREGARD TO ZONING WE WILL ANSWER I~ 

NR. GEORGE SNELTZER : 

YES, I'D LIKE TO ASK EACH HEHBER OF THE BoARD IN THEIR BELIEF 
DO THEY BELIEVE THAT CITIZENS OF THE ToWN SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO VO TE ON WHETHER OR NOT ZONING IS TO BE ADOPTED? AsiDE FROH 
WHAT THE LAW IS, DO YOU BELIEVE SO? 

COUNCILNAN STOTZKY : 

You CAN ' T CHANGE THE LAW . 

I I 
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ffR. GEORGE SffELTZER: 

Do YOU BELIEVE PEOPLE SHOULD HAVE THE RIGHT TO VOTE ON THIS? 

COUNCILffAN STOTZKY: 

WE HAVE TO GO BY THE LAWS. 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

WE HAVE BEEN ADVISED THAT IT IS ILLEGAL. IF YOU WANT TO 
CONDUCT THE POLL YOU CAN DO IT ON YOUR OWN AND THEN SHOW US THE 
RESULTS. 

ffR GEORGE SffELTZER: 

You REPRESENT THE TOWNSPEOPLE~ WE HAVEN 1 T THE RIGHT TO ASK 
YOU WHAT IT IS. Is THIS A POLICE STATE? 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

WE ARE GOVERNED BY THE STATE OF NEW YORK. WE CAN 1 T REWRITE 
THE LAWS TO SUIT YOU OR ANY OTHER INDIVIDUAL. 

ffR. GEORGE SffE~TZER: 

I'n NOT ASKING YOU TO. 

ffR . PAUL BROWN: 

WOULD YOU HAVE ANY OBJECTION~ YOU AND THE REST OF THE ffEffBERS 
OF THE ToWN BoARD IN TAKING ADVISORY POLL IN ORDER THAT THE 
WISHES OF THE PEOPLE COULD BE FOUND ? Do YOU PERSONALLY HAVE ANY 
OBJECTION TO TAKING AN ADVISORY POLL~ SUCH AS THEY TOOK IN 1950? 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

ffAY I SUGGEST YOU CAN DO THE SANE THING. 

ffR . PAUL BROWN: 

WE HAVE BEEN TRYING TO GIVE YOU SONE. 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

WE WILL LOOK AT IT~ AND I WILL RETURN THE SUITCASE WITH THE 

VOTE. 

ffR . PAUL BROWN: 

WOULDN'T YOUR CONSCIENCE FEEL BETTER IF YOU WERE REALLY GIVING 

THE TOWNSPEOPLE THAT? 
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SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

I SAY THIS TO YOU PAUL, THE NUNBER OF PEOPLE THAT ARE HERE THIS 
EVENING IS A SNALL PERCENTAGE OF THE TOWN POPULATION OF THE TOWN OF 
RIVERHEAD, AND IT NIGHT SURPRISE YOU AND NE TOO THAT YOU WOULD BE 
OUTNUNBERED AS FAR AS A VOTE IS CONCERNED. THERE ARE A LOT OF PEO
PLE WHO DIDN 1 T SHOW UP HERE TONIGHT WHO HAVE INFORNED NE THAT THEY 
ARE IN FAVOR OF ZONING, BY BY THE SANE TOKEN THERE NAYBE SONE WHO 
ARE NOT IN FAVOR OF IT. 

J1R. PAUL BROWN: 

IF THE NAJORITY WANTS IT, WE ARE IN FAVOR OF IT A HUNDRED PERCENT 

J1R . ROBERT STIVERS: 

How NUCH TINE WOULD YOU GIVE us? 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

I TOLD YOU THREE NONTHS AGO YOU CAN TAKE IT. 

11R. WICKHAJ1 TYTE: 

WE NIGHT AS WELL GET BACK TO THIS FANOUS BOX. GETTING BACK TO 
THE THING, I NIGHT NENTION DURING ONE OF THE RECESSES THEY GAVE NE 
NINE AND PAUL HAS ANOTHER SIXTY, THAT BRINGS IT UP TO 527. BuT, 
THIS IS NOT SUPPOSED TO BE A POLL OF EVERYBODY WHO HAD THE RIGHT TO 
VOTE . I WOULD SAY, THAT WHILE WE TALKED ABOUT LOADED POLLS IT SEENS 
TO NE THAT IN THE PAPER WE READ CERTAIN PROFESSIONAL NEN, SAY, 53 
WERE ALL IN FAVOR OF ZONING. AND THERE WERE A CERTAIN NUNBER IN 
FAVOR, BUT THEY WOULDN 1 T RECORD THEIR NANES UNLESS THEY WOULDN 1 T BE 
PATRONIZED OR SONE REASON. I SUPPOSE THE PROPONENTS OF ZONING 
WOULDN 1 T CONSIDER THAT A LOADED POLL. WE WERE TRYING TO FIND OUT 
WHAT EHEIR STRONG SENTINENT IS AGAINST ZONING IN THE TOWN OF RIVER
HEAD. IT WASN 1 T OUR OBJECTIVE. WE WANTED TO PROVE A POINT TO THE 
TOWN BOARD THAT THERE WAS A VERY STRONG SENTINENT AGAINST IT, AND 
THE SENTINENT INCLUDED TAXPAYERS. I THINK IT IS NNFAIR TO SAY THE 
SO-CALLED LEADING CITIZEN GROUP POLL - I THINK OURS WAS SLIGHTLY 
FAIRER BECAUSE THE 14 THAT WERE AGAINST IT WE DIDN 1 T THROW INTO THE 
ASH CA~ ANYWAY, I DO FIND THIS BUSINESS OF POLLS HAS TAUGHT NE A 
LESSION. IF WE WERE TO POLL A CERTAIN CLICK OF PEOPLE, NANELY PRO
FESSIONAL NEN, AND ADDED A GROUP OF PEOPLE OF DO-GOODERS, AND ALSO 
PEOPLE WHO WOULD GET JOBS, IT WOULD GO OVER WITH A BANG, BUT IF WE 
WERE TO TAKE A POLL OF FIRST THE TAXPAYERS IN GENERAL IT WOULD BE 
BEATEN. 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

WE ARE HERE TO HEAR ZONING, NOT POLLS, PLEASE DIRECT YOUR 
RENARKS TO ZONING. I THINK SONE OF THE PEOPLE WOULD LIKE TO GET 
HONE. 
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NR. WICKHAN TYTE: 

ONE POINT RELATIVE TO ZONING. THERE SEENS TO BE FRON THE FARN 
BuREAU AN IDEA THAT WE ARE ACCUSING OR SONEBODY IS ACCUSING THAT 

a 1 

THE TOWN BOARD NAY BE A BUNCH OF CROOKS OR SONETHING. THAT IS NOT 
THE POINT. ZoNING IS A THING THAT GOES OVER A LONG PERIOD OF YEARS . 
Zo NING BOARDS CONE AND GO, AND IT HAS SEENED T O BE THAT IN OTHER 
TOWNS THE ONLY WAY WE CAN GET AN INDEX OF GRAFT AND CORRUPTION THAT 
HAS CREPT IN IS FRON THEN. WE NAY BE INNUNE TO THAT, AND THE PEOPLE 
WE NIGHT N OT BE ANY BETTER THAN THE AVERAGE TOWN, BuT, THAT WOULD 
BE NO REFLECTION ON THIS BOARD. BuT, SONEWHERE ALONG THE LINE THIS 
COULD HAPPEN. 

ONE THING I 1 D LIKE TO BRING UP IN THE STRANGE WAY PEOPLE HAVE OF 
NO T BEING ABLE TO DISCERN THE LINE THAT DIVIDES PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
PRO PERTY. FoR INSTANCE THEY WILL NENTION ROANOKE AVENUE AND THE 
Co UNTY AND STATE BEING INVOLVED. WHEN YOU DRIVE DOWN THE STREET 
IF THEY HAVE SPEEDING REGULATIONS, AND F'OR THAT SANE REASON THEY 
SHO ULD PUT -RESTRICTIONS ON LAND, BUT THESE RESTRICTIONS ON HIGHWAY 
ARE PUBLIC AND OTHER RESTRICTIONS ARE ON PRIVATE PROPERTY. WHY NIX 
THE TWO THINGS UP? WHY NOT SAY THERE IS A LINE OF DENARKATION THAT 
SE PARATES PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROPERTY, ONE THING, IT NIGHT CON
CE IVABLY BE WRITTEN. A NAN ONCE WANTED A BOOK PUBLISHED AND HE SAID 
IF I WOULD CONDENSE THAT BO OK WOULD YOU PRINT IT. HE SAID, IF YOU 
CONDENSE WATER IT IS STILL WATER, AND IF YOU TAKE A ZONING ORDINANCE 
AND ANEND IT IT CAN NEVER CONCEIVABLY WORK UNDER THE ANERICAN SYSTEN 
OF PRIVATE OWNERSHIP. IF YOU CAN INAGINE ONE DAY YOU WAKE ~p AND A 
NAN SAYS YOU HAVE A NICE PIECE OF PREPERTY AND YOU HAVE A NE W PART
NER AND YOU SAY WHO. AND, HE SAYS, NE. HE SAYS I 1N GOING TO TELL 
YOU WHAT YOUR 1RE GOING TO DO WITH THAT PROPERTY AND HOW BIG IT 1 S 
GO ING TO BE. IN ZONING, THE TOWN CONES TO BE THE PARTNER. I SUGGEST 
YOU THROW IT INTO THE WASTEBASKET . 

NR . REGINALD YOUNG: 

I AN SORRY I SPOKE ABOUT REG. SNITH. THE ONLY THING I WANT TO 
BRING UP IS AN ILLUSTRATION. HE WASN 1 T HERE AND I HATE TO TALK 
ABO UT PEOPLE BEHIND THEIR BACK. WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO SAY WAS THE 
IDEA THAT THOSE AGAINST ZONING ARE FORCING US TO SHARE THEIR BURDENS. 
THERE IS NO HARN IN THEN BANDING TOGETHER AND HELPING THESE PEOPLE 
IN SLUN AREA. ANYWAY, I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU BILL, AND OTIS, IF I 
NIGHT, TO USE AN ILLUSTRATION OF WHAT HAPPENED A YEAR OR SO AGO OTIS. 
You BOTH OPPOSED THE AREA UP IN CALVERTON. THE LAND GRAB BY THE 
GOVERNNENT THERE IN GRUNNAN AIRCRAFT AREA. You OPPOSED THAT AND WON 
IT OUT. THAT IS THE SANE THING YOU 1RE NOT FIGHTING FOR, BUT YOU

1
RE 

STANDING IN JUDGENENT OF US NOW IN YOUR POSITION, WHEREBY WE ARE 
GOING TO HAVE OUR RIGHTS INFRINGED UPON. PLACING THE SANE RESTRICT
TION THE GOVERNNENT HAD DONE WITH THE AREA IN CALVERTON. AND PROPOSE 
THE SANE RESTRICTIONS ON US AND YET HAVE US PAY FOR IT, WHEREAS THE 

GOVERNNENT WOULD HAVE PAID US. 
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NR. LEO SAXSTIEN: 

GENTLENEN~ AND NENBERS OF THE ToWN BoARD . IT SEENS TO NE THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN AN AWFUL LOT OF RED HERRING DRAGGED INTO miS ZONING 
SITUATION~ AND DRAGGED IN BY THE NEWSPAPERS. I KNOW THIS To WN 
B OARD HAS HAD ITS PROBLENS . THOSE NEWSPAPERS RUN IN WITH A LOT OF 
F OOLISH IDEAS AND HAVE NO RELEVANTCY~ BUT OF COURSE THEY NAKE THING S 
H OT FOR YOU . Now~ THIS SLUN CLEANANCE AFFAIR . I HAPPENED T O BE AT 
THE LAST NEETING . I NEVER SAW SUCH CHILDISH RENARKS BUT YOU FIND 
THEN OUT EVENTUALLY . Now~ A SLUN IS DEFINED AS ANY PLACE WHERE POOR 
PEOPLE LIVE~ AND I THINK THAT IS THE ONLY KIND OF DEFINITION YOU 
WILL HAVE . THE ONLY WAY YOU WILL ELININATE SLUNS IS NOT BY HAVING 
P OOR PEOPLE AND I WISH THEN EVERY LUCK . BuT IT HASN ' T BEEN ABLE T O 
BE DONE IN 5000 YEARS OF RECORDED HISTORY . THE STRANGE THI NG IS 
WHEN FIRES HAPPEN IN ZONED TOWNS THEY DON 1T SAY ANYTHING . IF A FIRE ' I 
HAPPENS IN RIVERHEAD~ RIGHT AWAY THEY SAY IT 1S NOT A ZONED TOWN. 
THAT DIDN 1T CAUSE A FIRE. THE NOST STRIKING EXANPLE WAS THE BRI CK 
BUILDING IN AQUEBOGUE . THE FELLOW GOT DRUNK AND WENT T O SL EEP WITH 
A LIGHTED CIGARETTE . HE 1S GOING TO BURN UP HERE~ OR NEW YoRK CITY~ 
N O ANY OTHER PLACE . THERE IS NO REASON TO BE N ISLED AND SA Y YOU 1RE 
GO ING TO GET SLUN CLEARANCE THROUGH Z ONING~ BECA USE YOU DON 1T . Y o u 
KN OW .AS WELL AS I DO . IF YOU TALK ABDUT SLUNS~ YO U CAN J UST DI VIDE • 

A LOT UP AND PUT A LITTLE SHACK ON EACH AND WHA TEVER THEY CA LL A 
S LUN THEY CALL A SLUN . IF I SPEND $3 ~ 000 ON IT THEY CALL I T A SLUN . 
Z oNING ISN 1T GOING TO ELININATE IT . THE THING THAT I AN REA L LY 
SORRY ABOUT IS THAT I CAN 1T RESI8 T THE INPLICATI ON AS T O WHA T THI S 
T OWN BOARD HAS DONE . FIRST YOU WENT OUT AND REPRESENTED TO US ALL 
THAT YOU WERE GOING TO DO~ TO FOLLOW THE WISHES OF THE PE OPLE . 
THERE IS NO REASON WHY YOU SHOULDN 1T. You NAY THINK YO U KNOW BETTER 
THAN OR NORE THAN THE PEOPLE WHO ELECT YOU~ BUT NY OBSERVATI ON HAS 
BEEN THERE IS NO PUBLIC OFFICIAL WHO KNOWS N ORE THAN THE PEO PLE WHO 
E LECT HIN . I DON 1T CARE H OW STUPID HE THINKS TH OSE PEOPLE ARE . THE 
FACT THAT THEY ELECT ONE OF YOU AND Y OU SIT ON THE TOWN B OA RD DOES 
N 1T NEAN YOU KNOW ANY NORE ABOUT THE PROBLENS AND SOLUTIONS THAN 
ANYBODY WHO HASNIT BEEN ELECTED . 

THE NEXT THING YOU SAID YOU WERE GOING TO REPRESENT THE PEOPLE 
AND FIND OUT WHAT THEIR OPINION WAS . Y ou TALK ABOUT IT BE ING 
PASSED IN OTHER TOWNS . You KNOW IT WAS RANNED DO WN THE THR OATS OF 
THE FELLOWS IN SOUTHOLD AND SOUTHANPTON . You KNO W IN EASTHANPTON~ 
THE PEOPLE WERE DEAD SET AGAINST THE CHARTER~ YET THE SUPERVISOR 
VOTED FOR THE CHARTER ~ AND PUT THE ENTIRE EAST END OF SUFFOLK COUNTY 

I N A HELL OF A POSITION . 
Now~ I KNOW YOU HAVE THE POWER TO PASS THIS ORDINANCE . I KNOW 

ORIGIN.A LL Y THEY HAD A LAW AND HAD TO HAVE A REFERENDUN~ AND WHEN 
THEY FOUND IT COULDN ' T PASS BECAUSE THE PEOPLE WERE AGAINST IT THEY 
NADE I T A PERNISSIVE REFERENDUN AND THEN SAID ALL RIGHT~ DON

1
T GIVE 

THE PEOPLE .ANY RIGHTS~ LEAVE IT UP TO THE ToWN BOARD . 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD : 

ffAY I I NTERRUPT . You ARE NOT HAVING ANY REFERENCE TO ANYONE IN 
THE TOWN OF RIVERHEAD ~ WHO TOOK THESE ACTIONS? 

I • 
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NR. LEO SAXSTIEN: 

No, No. 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

I THOUGHT PERHAPS YOU DID, BECAUSE IN ONE OF THE ARTICLES IN THE 
NEWS-REVIEW, A LOT OF PEOPLE THOUGHT IT REFERRED TO SOnEONE IN THE 
ToWN OF RIVERHEAD THAT IS GIVING THE TOWN BOARD THE RIGHT TO PASS 
IT WI THOUT THE RIGHT OF A REFERENDUn . 

NR . LEO SAXSTIEN: 

] KNOW IT WASN 1 T DONE BY ANYBODY IN THE TOWN OF RIVERHEAD . 
Now, THEY GAVE IT TO THE ToWN BOARD, AND I REALIZE AS ALL OF YOU 

DO THAT THERE IS ONE POSSIBLE FACT THAT IF WE DON 1 T LIKE ANYTHING U 
UNDER THE BUSHEL, YOU KNOW THAT RIVERHEAD IS THE ONLY ToWN IN 
SUFFOLK CoUNTl WHERE THE VOTE IS AS EVENLY DIVIDED, AND THERE ISN

1
T 

ANY REASON WHY, THAT IS THE REASON IT IS SUCH A GOOD TOWN TO LIVE 
IN . WHEN YOU HAVE A SITUATION LIKE THAT, EVERY nEnBER OF THE TOWN 
BoARD IS GOING TO SEE TO IT THAT HE DOES WHAT IS RIGHT INSTEAD OF 
DOING SOnETHING DEAD WRONG. You HAD AN OPINION THAT YOU COULD NOT 
HAVE AN ADVISORY REFERENDUn . I TOLD YOU I AGREE, BECAUSE THE WORD 
REFERENDUn HAS A SPECIAL nEANING . J CAN SHOW A CASE WHERE A JUDGE 
HAS HELD YOU CAN CALL THEn TOGETHER AND ASK THE~ YOU CAN CALL IT A 
BAL LOT AT A nEETING LIKE THIS . FIRST A PERSON HESITATES TO STAND 
UP IN PUBLIC AND SAY WHAT HE IS GOING TO DO, I DON 1 T KNOW WHY YOU 
COULDN'T JUST AS WELL HAVE THIS HEARING AND LET IT CONTINUE FOR A 
PERIO D OF SIX OR SEVEN HOURS AND LET THE PEOPLE COnE DOWN AND CAST 
THE BALLOTS . I DON 1 T KNOW WHY YOU WOULDN 1 T LET THEn GO AHEAD AND 
TAKE A CHANCE. SUPPOSING YOU PASSED THIS ZoNING ORDINANCE, AND 
SUPPOSE WE DECIDED TO PUT UP A THIRD PARTY, AN APPEAL PARTY AND WE 

FIND THAT THE APPEAL PARTY GETS IN. 

NENBER OF THE AUDIENCE: 

ftR . CHAIRnAN , I THINK THE GENTLEnEN IS OUT OF ORDER . HE PRESUnES 

LACK OF INTEGRITY OF THE TOWN BoARD . 

NR . LEO SAXSTIEN: 

Do I HAVE THE FLOOR? 

SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

CoNTINUE ftR. SAXSTIEN, IF YOU WILL . 

NR . LEO SAXSTIEN: 

I CAN'T HELP BUT WONDER HOW YOU PEOPLE WOULD FEEL IF AN APPEAL 
PARTY GOT IN BY A SUBSTANTIAL NUnBER OF VOTES . I KNOW IF I WERR 
IN YOUR POSITION I WOULD FEEL AS LOW AS A SNAKE . AND, IT

1
S SO EASY 

' I 

I . 
•• 

I I 
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(NR. LEO SAXSTIEN):-

FOR YOU~ AFTER ALL~ IF YOU ARE GOING TO REPRESENT THE PEOPLE LET 
THEN EXPRESS THEIR OPINION AND FOLLOW IT. 

I KNOW WHAT ZONERS ARE AFRAID OF. THERE ARE ABOUT A THOUSAND 
PEOPLE WHO WANT IT~ AND OVER FIVE THOUSAND WHO DON'T AND THEY KNOW 
IT. I TALKED TO REG SNITH~ PRIOR TO THE ELECTION SONE EIGHT YEARS 
AGO AND HE FELT THE SANE THING~ BUT OF COURSE HE FOUND OUT DIFFER
ENTLY. THAT IS THE REAL TROUBLE~ THAT IS WHAT NAKES EVERYBODY SO 

NAD. 

NR. NORRIS DIANOND: 

I HAVE BEEN FASCINATED BY POLITICS ALL NY LIFE~ AND I HAVE LIVED 
WITHIN THIS TOWN OF RIVERHEAD FOR FIFTEEN YEARS~ AND I AN NOT 
UNAWARE THAT THE POLITICIANS IN THIS ToWN BY AND LARGE ARE LIKELY 
TO BE RE-ELECTED. You ARE INTINATING THAT THESE PEOPLE INTEND TO 
CUT THEIR OWN THROATS BY JANNING DOWN THE THROATS OF THIS ToWN~ 
A ZONING ORDINANCE. You ALSO INTINATED THAT IN VARIOUS To WNS 
THAT IT WAS JANNED DOWN THEIR THROATS. DIDN

1
T THE PEOPLE AT THE 

NEXT ELECTION HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHOW HOW THEY FELT. I
1
n ONLY 

ASKING QUESTIONS~ I DON 1 T KNOW. DID THEY DO ANYTHING? 

NR . LEO SAXSTIEN: 

IN THE ToWN OF SoUTHANPTON~ I EXPECT IF A DEAD HORSE RAN ON THE 
REPUBLICAN TICKET HE WOULD BE ELECTED~ SO BEAR THAT IN NIND . 

NR . NORRIS DIANOND: 

BY THE WAY~ I THINK IF YOU HAD A REFERENDUN~ YOU WOULD BE 
SURPRIZED . I CAN 1 T SEE THESE PEOPLE CUTTING THEIR OWN THROATS 
AND TO FLY IN THE FACE OF WHAT YOU SAY IS PUBLIC DISPLEASURE. 

~ SUPERVISOR LEONARD: 

Is THERE ANYONE ELSE WISHING TO BE HEARD?------NO ONE ELSE 
WISHING TO BE HEARD~ I HEREBY DECLARE THIS PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED. 

NAY I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK EACH AND EVERYONE OF YOU 
FOR YOUR PRESENCE HERE THIS EVENING. I WOULD LIKE TO FEEL AS 
THOUGH WE LEAVE HERE IN THE SANE DENOCRATIC SPIRIT OF LIVING 
WE ARE ACCUSTONED TO~ WITH AN OPORTUNITY TO ALL TO GIVE THEIR 

OPINION FOR AND AGAINST. 

ALL OF YOUR SUGGESTIONS AND CRITICISNS OF THIS PROPOSED 
ORDINANCE WILL BE GIVEN DUE CONSIDERATION BY THE TowN BoARD . 

THANK YOU. 

~N~E~E~T~I~N~G~C~L~O~S~E~D~A~T~1~1~:~3~7~P~.N=. ON NOTION AND VOTE BoARD ADJOURN
ED TO NEET ON APRIL 21~ 1959 AT 9:30 A.N. 

~J-.~; TowN CLERK 

AFG : NVB 
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