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The AgendaThe Agenda
1.	 Study Boundary
2.	 Overview of the Process
3.	 What is a Pattern Book?
4.	 Breakout Sessions (45 min)
5.	 Report Out
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Downtown Riverhead Aerial
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Please see readyforwildfire.org (CalFire). The information above is based on California Public Resources 
Code Sec. 4291 and CCR Title 14: Natural Resources: 1299.03 and General Guidelines for Creating 
Defensible Space by State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (BOF) and California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection. Note that the state updates this code from time to time.

Zone 1: 0 to 30 feet from house or to property line
1. Separate trees and shrubs from other flammable items.
2. Remove dead plants, grass, and weeds.
3. Remove any tree branches that overhang your roof, keep dead branches at least 

10 feet from your chimney, and maintain the roof free of leaves, needles, and other 
vegetative materials.

4. Prune or remove flammable plants or shrubs near windows.
5. Remove vegetation or flammable items from around and under decks.
6. Trim trees to keep branches 10 feet away from other trees.

Zone 2: 30 to 100 feet from house or to property line
7. Create horizontal space between shrubs and trees.
8. Keep lawns trimmed down to 4 inches.
9. Remove fallen debris from below trees if it’s more than 3 inches deep.
10. Create horizontal space between shrubs and trees.
11. Remove all branches below 6 feet above ground from all large trees (Zone 1 and 2).
12. Use fire-resistant accessory structures and fencing (Zone 1 and 2).
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If you own or maintain a home in Paradise, you are required to

Maintain Defensible SpaceWildland-Urban Interface Requirements

Please see Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Codes and Standards. The information above is based on 
CCR Title 24: California Building Code: Chapter 7A and CCR Title 24: California Building Code: Chapter 15. 
Note that the state updates this code from time to time.

1. Fire-retardant (Class A) roofing material
2. Fire-resistant roof and attic vents
3. Noncombustible or ignition-resistant decking
4. Noncombustible or ignition-resistant doors
5. Tempered glass windows
6. Noncombustible or ignition-resistant cladding
7. Enclosed underfloor areas
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Paradise is in a very high fire hazard area. New construction must follow CA's
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“ 100 Feet of 
Defensible Space 

is the Law ”

Step 1
Listening

•• Listening meetings 
with stakeholders

•• Community meeting 
to solicit resident  
ideas

•• Online Survey

Step 2
Exploring Ideas

•• Follow-up meetings 
with stakeholders

•• Community meeting 
#2 to review 
recommendations

•• Online Survey #2

Step 3
Deciding

•• Presentation of 
Pattern Book and 
feedback from 
stakeholders and 
residents

Step 4
Implementing

•• Town of Riverhead to 
develop Form-Based 
Code

THe Planning Process

HERNDON DOWNTOWN
PATTERN BOOK

A Guide for Downtown Development

Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Herndon, Virginia on January 29, 2013
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What is a Pattern Book?
The Downtown Riverhead Pattern 
Book will guide the development of 
future community character for the 
Main Street area.

Key Principles:

•• Community-driven

•• Based on resident involvement

•• Locally controlled

PATTERN BOOK
UDA

TOWN OF RIVERHEAD

ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMMITTEE

BUSINESS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

CONSERVATION 
ADVISORY COUNCIL

DOWNTOWN 
REVITALIZATION 

COMMITTEE

OPEN SPACE 
COMMITTEE

AND MANY MORE

AGRICULTURAL 
ADVISORY

SENIOR ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS
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What are the Elements of a Pattern Book?
•• Public Realm: streets, parks, squares,  

passages/alleys, etc.

•• Private Realm: building scale, massing, height, 
setback, materials, use, and possibly architectural 
style

•• Streetscape: street furnishings, lighting, 
landscape—anything that enhances the 
pedestrian experience and generally beautifies the 
streets

HERNDON DOWNTOWN
PATTERN BOOK

A Guide for Downtown Development

Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Herndon, Virginia on January 29, 2013
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Pattern Examples

Public Park in Foster City, CA
Public Realm

Storefronts in Storrs, CT
Private Realm

Pedestrian Realm in Greenport, NY
Streetscape
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This is 
Your Chance 

to Think About 
the Future
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Breakout Groups
•• Place dots on the map to share your 
thoughts (45 min)

•• What are Downtown Riverhead’s 
strengths?

•• What are Downtown Riverhead’s 
weaknesses?

•• What are the opportunities?
•• What are the threats?

•• Report out



Creating a sense of place through collaboration, context, and community.


