Chapter 279. Taxation
Article VIII. Exemption for Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance Workers
§ 279-28. Legislative intent.
This Town Board hereby finds and determines that §§ 466-c a and 466-f of the New York State Real Property Tax Law allow localities such as the Town of Riverhead to grant exemptions of real property taxes on real property owned by an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service or such an enrolled member and spouse residing in a any county with a population of more than 1,400,000 and less than 1,500,000.
§ 279-29. Exemptions granted.
A. Qualifying residential real property, under § 466-c a (2) (d) of the New York State Real Property Tax Law, shall be exempt from taxation to the extent of 10% of the assessed value of such property for city, village, Town, part-Town, special district, county or school district purposes, exclusive of special assessments.

B. Such exemption shall not be granted to an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service residing in such county unless:

(1) 	The applicant resides in the Town which is served by such incorporated fire company or fire    department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service;

(2) 	The property is the primary residence of the applicant;

(3) 	The property is used exclusively for residential purposes; provided, however, that in the event any portion of such property is not used exclusively for the applicant's residence but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation and the remaining portion only shall be entitled to the exemption provided by this section; and

(4) 	Pursuant to Chapter 670 of the Laws of 2022, as subsequently extended by Chapter 244 of the Laws of 2025, each duly enacted by the Legislature of the State of New York and with the approval of the Governor, Tthe applicant has been certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company or fire department as an enrolled member of such incorporated volunteer fire company or fire department for at least five two years or the applicant has been certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated voluntary ambulance service as an enrolled member of such incorporated voluntary ambulance service for at least five years. It shall be the duty and responsibility of the municipality to determine the procedure for certification.
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